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E D I T O R I A L

D u e  t o  c o m p u t e r 
p r o b l e m s ,  t h e 

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 3  i s s u e  o f 
A i r s h o w  w i l l  b e  s h o r t e r 
t h a n  u s u a l .  F o r  t h e 
m o s t  p a r t ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d 
r e c e n t  n e w s  c o n c e r n i n g 
t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g  a n d 
C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r 
F o r c e ,   a s  w e l l  a s  a n 
b r i e f  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f 
w h a t  w e n t  o n  d u r i n g  t h e 
N o v e m b e r  2 4  g e n e r a l 
m e e t i n g  t h a t  w a s  h e l d 
a t  R o g e r  G o u z o n ' s 
h o u s e .  I ' v e  a l s o  a d d e d 
a  s e l e c t i o n  o f  p r o f i l e s  I 
m a d e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e 
C - 4 7  D a k o t a  i n  F r e n c h 
c o l o u r s .

Y o u  w i l l  h a v e  t o  w a i t 
f o r  t h e  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 4 

i s s u e  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  r e a d 
a  f u l l - f l e d g e d  a r t i c l e . 
Yo u r  p a t i e n c e  w i l l  b e  w e l l 
r e w a r d e d ,  t h o u g h ,  a s  E r i c 
B e l l e b o n  a n d  S t é p h a n e 
D u c h e m i n  h a v e  w r i t t e n  a 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e 
a b o u t  t h e  t r a i n i n g  o f 
a v i a t i o n  c a d e t  R a y m o n d 
D a n i e l  i n  1 9 4 3 .  R a y m o n d 
i s  n o n e  e l s e  t h a n  E r i c ' s 
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g r a n d f a t h e r ,  w h i c h  m a k e s 
t h e  a r t i c l e  e v e n  m o r e 
i n t e r e s t i n g !

I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  a l l 
o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o 

w e r e  p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h e 
N o v e m b e r  2 4  g e n e r a l 
m e e t i n g ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e 
w h o  v o t e d  s i n c e .  O u r 
d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d  e x c h a n g e s 
w i l l  h e l p  u s  t a k e  o v e r  t h e 
l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  F r e n c h 
W i n g .

T h e  r e s u l t s  o f  t h e 
e l e c t i o n s  w i l l  b e 

p u b l i s h e d  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e 
f i n a l  c o u n t i n g  h a s  b e e n 
d o n e .

I a l s o  s e i z e d  t h e  c h a n c e  t o 
d r a w  a  s p e c i a l  " P o l A i r " 

C - 4 7  D a k o t a  ( a n o t h e r 
o n e ! ) .  N i c k n a m e d  " S p i r i t 
o f  R u d o l f " ,  t h i s  a i r c r a f t 
f l i e s  o n l y  o n c e  a  y e a r !  : - )

I w i s h  a l l  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s 
o f  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g  a 

m e r r y  C h r i s t m a s  a n d  h a p p y 
n e w  y e a r .  2 0 1 4  w i l l  b e  a 
y e a r  f u l l  o f  c h a l l e n g e s  f o r 
t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g  b u t  I  a m 
c o n f i d e n t  w e  w i l l  o v e r c o m e 
t h e m ,  a s  i n  u n i t y  l i e s 
s t r e n g t h !

 B e r t r a n d  B r o w n
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Da l l a s
•  E l l i n g t o n  Fi e l d  A i r p o r t , 
Ho u s t o n
•  L a c k l a n d / Ke l l y  A i r p o r t , 
Sa n  A n t o n i o
•  No r t h  Te x a s  Re g i o n a l 
A i r p o r t ,  Sh e r m a n /
De n n i s o n ,  Te x a s  ( Da l l a s 
Me t ro p o l i t a n )

T h e  b o a rd  o f  d i r e c t o r s 
s h o u l d  s o o n  n a r row 
d ow n  t h i s  l i s t  a n d  w i l l 
c o m m u n i c a t e  i t s  d e f i n i t i v e 
c h o i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  o r 
s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  2 0 1 4 .

I t  i s  i n d i c a t e d  o n  t h e  C A F ' s 
we b s i t e  t h a t  t h e  a n n u a l 
m e e t i n g  w i l l  s t i l l  b e  h e l d  i n 
Mi d l a n d  a n d  t h a t  t h e  C A F 
A i r p owe r  Mu s e u m  w i l l  n o t 
b e  r e l o c a t e d .

T h i s  c o m e s  a s  a  b l ow  t o 
t h e  c i t y  o f  Mi d l a n d ,  w h o s e 
e c o n o m y  i s  c l o s e l y  l i n k e d  t o 
t h e  C A F ' s  a c t i v i t y.  ■

Fo l l ow i n g  a  vo t e  by 
m e m b e r s ,  t h e  He a d q u a r t e r s 
o f  t h e  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r 
Fo r c e  s h o u l d  l e a v e  t h e i r 
h i s t o r i c  b a s e  i n  Mi d l a n d  i n 
2 0 1 4  o r  2 0 1 5 .

T h e  C A F  c o n s t i t u t i o n  a n d 
by l a w s  r e q u i r e  a n  a p p rova l 
o f  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e 
vo t i n g  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  o rd e r 
t o  m a k e  t h e  c h a n g e .  A  t o t a l 
o f  7 5 . 1 0 %  o f  t h e  vo i c e s 
a p p rove d  o f  i t .

T h e  C A F  B o a rd  o f  Di r e c t o r s , 
h e a d e d  by  St e v e n  Brow n , 
w i l l  n ow  d e c i d e  w h e r e  t o 
r e l o c a t e  t h e  He a d q u a r t e r s , 
o u t  o f  s i x  p o s s i b l e  l o c a t i o n s , 
a l l  i n  Te x a s :

• A l l i a n c e  A i r p o r t ,  Fo r t 
Wo r t h
• C o l l i n  C o u n t y  A i r p o r t , 
Mc K i n n e y,  ( Da l l a s 
Me t ro p o l i t a n )
• Da l l a s  Exe c u t i v e  A i r p o r t , 

CoMMeMoRATiVe AiR FoRCe 
heADquARTeRs To leAVe hisToRiC BAse 

oF MiDlAnD, TexAs

BATTle oF 
FRAnCe VeTe-

RAn JeAn MillioT 
inTeRVieWeD 
By sTéPhAne 

DuCheMin
J e a n  M i l l i o t ' s  i n t e r v i e w 
i s  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g ' s  Yo u Tu b e 
c h a n n e l :

h t t p : / / w w w. y o u t u b e . c o m /
w a t c h ? v = Y T V d u 4 o E Z o M

Yo u  c a n  a l s o  v i e w  t h e  v i d -
e o  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  F r e n c h 
W i n g ' s  w e b s i t e :

h t t p : / / w w w. c a f f r e n c h -
w i n g . f r /

T h i s  i n t e r v i e w  w a s  m a d e 
b y  S t é p h a n e  D u c h e m i n  a n d 
e d i t e d  b y  T h o m a s  M i c h e l , 
w h o  i m p r o v e d  t h e  f r a m i n g 
a n d  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  s o u n d . 
Un f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h e  q u a l i -
t y  o f  t h e  s o u n d  w a s  s o  b a d 
t h a t  i t  w a s  q u i t e  d i f f i c u l t 
f o r  h i m  t o  i m p r o v e  i t .  Un -
f o r t u n a t e l y,  t h e  r e s u l t  i s 
a  s o u n d t r a c k  w h i c h  i s  n o t 
a l w a y s  e a s y  t o  f o l l o w. 

J e a n  M i l l i o t  w a s  a  s e c -
r e t a r y  i n  t h e  G r o u p e  d e 
C h a s s e  I I / 1 0  ( F i g h t e r 
G r o u p )  w h e n  w a r  b r o k e 
o u t .  H e  t e l l s  u s  a b o u t  t h e 
f i g h t i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  B a t t l e 
o f  F r a n c e ,  t h e  s a b o t a g e s , 
t h e  5 t h  c o l u m n  a n d  t h e  r e -
t r e a t  o f  t h e  f i g h t e r  g r o u p 
i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  G e r m a n 
a d v a n c e .  ■

The Tora! Tora! Tora! Squadron of the Commemorative Air Force during the 2008 meeting in 
Midland. (Photo Ebdon (CC BY 3.0))

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTVdu4oEZoM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YTVdu4oEZoM
http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/
http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/
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w a s  p a i n t e d  b y  a n o t h e r  o f 
o u r  m e m b e r s :  R o y  G r i n n e l l , 
a n o t h e r  r e m a r k a b l e  a r t i s t .

Fo r  t h o s e  o f  y o u  w h o  h a v e n ' t 
s u b s c r i b e d  t o  t h e  " Fa n a "  o r 
h a v e n ' t  b o u g h t  t h e  l a t e s t 
i s s u e ,  w h y  n o t  m a k e  y o u r s e l f 
a n  e a r l y  C h r i s t m a s  p r e s e n t 
a n d  p u r c h a s e  i t  f r o m  y o u r 
u s u a l  p r e s s  o u t l e t .

O n  h i s  Fa c e b o o k  p r o f i l e , 
J e a n  h a d  d e d i c a t e d  h i s 
a r t i c l e  t o  o u r  l a t e  f r i e n d 
B e r n a r d  D e l f i n o :  " S p e c i a l l y 
d e d i c a t e d  t o  B e r n a r d  o f  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g  C A F.  H a v e  a 
g o o d  f l i g h t  u p  t h e r e  a m o n g 
t h e  c l o u d s ,  a m i g o ! "  ■

Our  f r i end  and  member 
Je an  Ba rbaud  i s  no t  on l y  a 
ve r y  g i f t ed  c a r toon i s t  w i th  a 
r emarkab l e  s en s e  o f  humour, 
but  a l so  a  wr i t e r  and  h i s to r i an .

Inc luded  in  the  l a t e s t  i s sue  o f 
the  f amous  French  magaz ine 
"Le  Fana  de  l 'Av i a t i on" 
(No  529 ,  December  2013) 
i s  Je an ' s  a r t i c l e  abou t  the 
"Burma  Banshee s " ,  Amer i c an 
p i l o t s  o f  the  80 th  Fi gh t e r 
Group  in  Burma .  They  f l e w 
Cur t i s s  P -40 s  ado rned  w i th 
l a r g e  sku l l s  on  the  no s e  and 
f ough t  aga in s t  the  Japane s e 
w i th  g re a t  succ e s s .

The  cove r  o f  the  magaz ine 

JeAn BARBAuD AnD Roy GRinnell: 
WoRDs oF The "BuRMA BAnshees"

The cover of the December 2013 issue of 
the "Fana de l'Aviation" by Roy Grinnell  
and the two first pages of Jean Barbaud's 
article. (© Éditions Larivière)
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French Dakotas
Illustrations: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie)

This C-47A-90-DL (s/n 43-15984) was flown and crashed by Henri Bourrassier in 
Indochina. The aircraft was part of the Escadron de Transport 1/64 Béarn and carries 
the "two cows" on its nose.

Another "Dak" from the Armée de l'Air, this one from the Groupe de Transport 2/64 
Anjou. It is a C-47B-20-DK (s/n 43-9667), seen in Tan Son Nhut.

This profile is of a C-47-DL (s/n 41-18487), which flew with Escadrille 56S of the 
French navy. This was the first Dakota on which Bernard Delfino flew, and left him 
with a very positive impression of the type.
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A I R S H OW  i s  a  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e 
Fr e n c h  W i n g  o f  t h e  C o m m e m o r a t i v e 
A i r  Fo r c e ,  I n c .  -  A n y  p a r t i a l  o r  c o m -
p l e t e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  a r t i c l e s  a n d 
t h e  i l l u s t r a t i o n s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h i s 
m o n t h l y  Ne w s l e t t e r  i s  f o r b i d d e n  w i t h -
o u t  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  o f  t h e  F W.  P l e a s e 
w r i t e  t o  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a t  t h e  f o l l o w -
i n g  a d d r e s s  :  1 9  r u e  d e  C a n n e s  9 3 6 0 0 
-  Au l n a y  s o u s  B o i s  -  F R A N C E .
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A r e  y o u  p a s s i o n a t e 
a b o u t  w a r b i r d s  a n d 
h i s t o r i c a l  a v i a t i o n ? 
J o i n  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g  o f 
t h e  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r 
F o r c e !

T h e  a n n u a l  d u e s  a r e 
o n l y  5 0 €  ( a p p r o x .  $ 6 8 ) , 
a n d  n e w c o m e r s  w i l l 
r e c e i v e  a  f r e e  t h i r t y -
m i n u t e  f l i g h t  i n  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g ' s  P i p e r 
C u b !

Y o u  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e 
t o  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g ' s 
a c t i v i t i e s  a c c o r d i n g  t o 
y o u r  p r e f e r e n c e s ,  s k i l l s 
a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  a n d  b e 
p a r t  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e 
s h a r i n g  o n e  p a s s i o n .

T o  j o i n  t h e  F r e n c h 
W i n g ,  c o n t a c t  u s  b y 
e m a i l  ( s e e  b e l o w ) .

Join The 
FRenCh WinG!
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