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EDITORIAL

T he new bureau's off ice is 
now effect ive and i t  is  in 

humid and somewhat cpmd 
weather that  we held our f i rst 
meet ing at  the hangar in Le 
Plessis-  Bel levi l le on Sunday 
the 26th of  January.

B efore the meet ing,  we 
discussed Roger Robert 's 

project  of  an art ic le dedicated 
to the Commemorat ive Air 
Force and the French Wing, 
which wi l l  be publ ished in the 
next issue of  Pégase, the air 
and space museum's magazine. 
We also discussed a ser ies of 
ar t ic les on other CAF uni ts,  to 
be publ ished in Airshow.

C laude gascon, our 
former Finance Off icer, 

then passed on al l  re levant 
documents and mater ia l  to 
Jean-Yves Cercy,  and al l 
necessary paperwork for  our 
cont inued operat ions was 
signed.

T he cost and garant ies 
of  our insurances, 

our relat ionships wi th the 
air f ie ld 's management and 
the sponsorship system of the 
Spir i t  of  Lewis were some of 
the topics of  the meet ing.

O ur annual  p lanning is not 
def in i t ive yet ,  but  we can 

already tel l  you that we wi l l 
be present at  the Ferté-Alais 
airshow dur ing the Pentecost 
weekend, thanks to our f r iend 
and member Jacquel ine Clerc 
who negiocated to make our 
presence possible.  Thank you, 
Jacquel ine!

 Stéphane Duchemin

Raymond Daniel, Air Force Cadet 
(2nd and final part)

Let It Be Hushed
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Past times... February 11, 1939
By Roger Robert

York at 4:55 PM but his landing was 
delayed by several training aircraft in the 
circuit.

As a result, Lieutenant Kelsey reduced 
power while waiting for his turn to 
land. When he applied power again, his 
engines appeared to choke and delivered 
no power.

The aircraft crashed on a golf course near 
the airfield. Despite this accident, the Air 
Corsp ordered 13 pre-production YP-38 
in April 1939. The total flight time was 
7 hours and 45 minutes but the actual 
flight time was 7 hours and 2 minutes. ■

At 9:12 AM on February 11, 1939, 
"Ben" Kelsey took off from March Field 
at the controls of the XP-38 prototype 
in an attempt to break the Amercian 
intercontinental speed record from 
California to New York, then held by 
Howard Hughes in 7 hours 26 minutes 
and 25 seconds.

He landed in Amarillo, Texas, for the first 
of his two refuelling stops, then flew on 
to Wright Field in Dayton, Ohio, where 
he fueled up again and embarked on the 
last leg of his transcontinental flight.

He arrived over Mitchell Field in New 

"Ben" Kelsey beats american transcontinental record

Benjamin S. "Ben" Kelsey

Born on March 9, 1906, Benjamin 
Kelsey was an aeronautical engineer 
and test pilot. He participated in the 
testing and development of the P-39 
Airacobra, P-38 Lightning and P-51 
Mustang. 

On September 24, 1929, Kelsey flew 
as observer with Lieutenant Jimmy 
Doolittle's successful attempt to fly 
on instruments alone, with no visibi-
lity outside of the cockpit.

From late 1936 to early 1937, Kelsey 
flight-tested the 12-cylinder Curtiss 
Allison V-1710-C6 installed in the 
Consolidated XA-11A experimental 
plane. He was the first to fly the Bell 
twin-Allison XFM-1 Airacuda proto-
type on September 1st, 1937. 

In addition to his career as test pi-
lot, Kelsey also played a vital role in 
the procurement and development of 
modern American fighters in World 
War Two, working in collaboration 
with aircraft manufacturers to im-
prove the quantity and quality of 
their production.

After the war, he held several staff po-
sitions and supported the hypersonic 
X-15 program. He died on March 3, 
1981. ■  

The prototype XP-38 ended its transcontinental journey on a golf course in Hampstead.
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One of the 13 YP-38 pre-production aircraft.
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Let It Be Hushed
By Roy and Irene Grinnell

T h i s  n e w  p a i n t i n g  b y  R o y 
G r i n n e l l  h a s  a  s o m e w h a t 

p e c u l i a r  s t o r y.  To u c h e d  b y 
D a v i d  R a i k e s '  s t o r y,  R o y  d e -
c i d e d  t o  d o  w h a t  h e  d o e s  b e s t 
t o  n o n o u r  h i s  m e m o r y :  w i t h  a 
p a i n t i n g !

S g t .  D a v i d  R a i k e s  w a s  a  W W 1 1 
b o m b e r  p i l o t  a n d  p o e t  w h o 
w r o t e  a b o u t  t h e  p a i n  o f  l o s i n g 
h i s  R A F  c o m r a d e s .  Tr a g i c a l l y, 
D a v i d  w a s  K I A  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s 
c r e w  o n  a  n i g h t  b o m b i n g  m i s -
s i o n  t o  No r t h e r n  I t a l y,  A p r i l 
2 1 ,  1 9 4 5 ,  j u s t  1 0  d a y s  p r i o r 
t o  t h e  e n d  o f  h o s t i l i t i e s  w i t h 
G e r m a n y  i n  I t a l y.

T h e  c r e w  w a s  a s s i g n e d  t o  R A F 
1 8  S q u a d r o n ,  f l y i n g  a  D o u g -
l a s  B o s t o n  V  ( A - 2 0 K  H a v -
o c )  B Z 5 9 0  o u t  o f  t h e i r  b a s e , 
Fo r l i  A e r o d r o m e ,  n e a r  R i m i -

n i .    T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  A p r i l  2 1 
w a s  t o  b o m b  a  r i v e r  c r o s s i n g 
a t  Ta g l i o  d i  Po  a n d  t h e n  p e r -
f o r m  r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  o f  t h e 
Po  v a l l e y.   A  s k i l l e d  c r e w,  S g t 
R a i k e s  w a s  t h e  p i l o t ,  F l t  S g t 
D a v i d  Pe r k i n s ,  n a v i g a t o r,  F l t 
S g t  A l e x a n d e r  B o s t o c k ,  r a d i o 
o p e r a t o r,  a n d  g u n n e r,  A u s -
t r a l i a n  Wa r r a n t  O f f i c e r  Jo h n 

Hu n t  ( p h o t o  L  t o  R ) .    T h e y 
w e r e  a l l  2 0  y e a r s  o l d .   A t  2 0 5 4 
h o u r s ,  t h e y  d e p a r t e d  t h e  b a s e 
a n d  n e v e r  r e t u r n e d ,  l i s t e d  a s 
m i s s i n g  i n  a c t i o n .

I n  Ju l y  2 0 1 1 ,  a n  I t a l i a n  g r o u p 
o f  W W I I  a m a t e u r  a v i a t i o n  a r -
c h e o l o g i s t s  c a l l e d  A r c h e o l o -
g i  d e l l ’  A r i a  f o u n d  t h e  w r e c k -

www.RoyGrinnell.com

http://www.roygrinnell.com/
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“Let It Be Hushed”
Let  i t  be  hushed,  le t  the  deep ocean c lose

Upon these  dead.  Others  may laud the  par t s  they played.
Raise  monuments  of  marble  in  the i r  names .

But  we who f lew with them and laughed with them,
We other  crews who,  l iv ing s ide  by s ide ,

In outward contacts  s lowly  came to  know
Their  inmost  par t s  would rather  leave  untouched
The wound we hea led,  the  love  we bur ied there .

These  men knew moments  you have  never  known,
Nor ever  wi l l ;  we knew those  moments  too.
And ta lked of  them in whispers  la te  a t  n ight
Such conf idence  was  born of  danger  shared.

We shared the i r  targets  too;  but  we came back
Light ly  we ta lked of  i t .  We packed thei r  k i t ,

Divided up such common useful  th ings
As  c igaret tes  and chocolate ,  ra t ions  s tored

Against  a  ra iny day that  never  came.
“And they cas t  lot s  among them!”  Someone sa id

‘ i t  was  a  p i ty  that  he  wore  hi s  watch;
It  was  a  good one,  twenty  pounds’  he  sa id

He paid for  i t  in  Egypt .  Now, le t’s  see ,
Who’s  on tonight .  Ah,  Taf fy  –  you’ve  a  good one !
You’d bet ter  leave  i t  with me.”  And we laughed.
Cold were  we?  Cold at  hear t .  You get  that  way.

Somet imes  we knew what  happened;  how they crashed.
It  was  not  a lways  on the  other  s ide .

One pranged upon the  runway,  d ipped a  wing,
The navigator  bought  i t ,  and the  gunner.

The other  two got  out ,  a  l i t t le  shaken.
Bob crashed when doing an a i r  tes t ,  jus t  low f ly ing

-At  leas t  they think i t  was ,  they couldn’t  say.
The plane was  burning f ierce ly  when they found i t ;

One man thrown c lear,  s t i l l  l iv ing,  but  he  died
On way to  hospi ta l .  The loss  was  ours ,  -
Because  I  shared an aeroplane with Bob.

We had to  get  another  D for  dog.
And some did not  come back.  We never  knew

Whether  they l ived – at  f i r s t  overdue,
Ti l l  minutes  changed to  hours ,  and s t i l l  no news

One went  to  bed;  but  roused by la ter  crews,
Asked “Were  they back yet?”  and being answered ‘No’ ,

Went  back to  s leep
One’s  waking eyes  sought  out  the  empty beds ,
And ‘Damn’ ,  you sa id ,  ‘another  k i t  to  pack’ ;

I  never  l iked that  par t ,  you never  knew
What  pr ivac ies  your  sor t ing might  lay  bare .

I  a lways  t r ied to  leave  my ki t  arranged
In decent  t id iness .  You never  knew.

But  that  i s  past .  The hea l ing r iver  f lows
And washes  c lean the  wound with pass ing years .
We gr ieve  not  now.  There  was  a  t ime for  tears .

When Death s tood by us ,  and we dared not  weep.
Let  the  seas  c lose  above them, and the  di s so lv ing deep.

				    	 David Raikes

a g e  o f  a n  a i r c r a f t  b u r i e d  i n  a 
f i e l d  n e a r  t h e  t o w n  o f  Fe r r -
a r a ,  I t a l y.   T h e y  h a d  f o l l o w e d 
l e a d s  o f  e l d e r l y  t o w n  f o l k  w h o 
h a d  h e a r d  a n d  o r  s e e n  a  p l a n e 
c r a s h  i n  f l a m e s  i n  a  n e a r b y 
f i e l d .    T h e y  h a d  r e m e m b e r e d 
t h e  p l a n e  t o  b e  b u r i e d  i n  t h e 
c r a t e r  t h a t  h a d  b e e n  m a d e  b y 
t h e  c r a s h .    I t  w a s  a s s u m e d 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  h a d  b e e n  b r o u g h t 
d o w n  b y  G e r m a n  a n t i - a i r c r a f t 
f i r e .     T h r o u g h  e x c a v a t i o n , 
h u m a n  r e m a i n s  w e r e  d i s c o v -
e r e d  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  t h e  c r e w 
i d e n t i f i e d  f r o m  a  r e c o v e r e d 
r i n g  w o r n  b y  D a v i d  Pe r k i n s 
a n d  a  w a t c h  c a r r i e d  b y  Jo h n 
Hu n t .    

Tw o  y e a r s  l a t e r  a n d  6 8  y e a r s 
s i n c e  t h e  l o s s ,  Ju l y  1 8 ,  2 0 1 3 , 
f a m i l y  m e m b e r s  f r o m  t h e  U K 
a n d  Au s t r a l i a ,  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
R A F  a n d  R A A F,  r e p r e s e n t a -
t i v e s  o f  p r e s e n t  d a y  1 8  S q u a d -
r o n ,  a n d  I t a l i a n  f r i e n d s  c a m e 
t o g e t h e r  t o  i n t e r n  S a r g e n t 
R a i k e s  a n d  h i s  c r e w  i n  a  c o m -
m o n  g r a v e  a t  t h e  C o m m o n -
w e a l t h  w a r  c e m e t e r y  o f  Pa d u a , 
I t a l y.  F i n a l  c l o s u r e  a n d  p e a c e 
f o r  t h e  l o s s  t o  t h e  c r e w,  f a m i l y 
a n d  f r i e n d s .    I n  1 9 5 4 ,  “ T h e 
Po e m s  o f  D a v i d  R a i k e s”  w a s 
p u b l i s h e d .  Ev e r y  y e a r,  R a d l e y 
C o l l e g e ,  O x f o r d s h i r e ,  U K  r e -
w a r d s  a  p o e t r y  p r i z e  h o n o r i n g 
D a v i d  R a i k e s .  “  ■
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M arch  19 . . .Al l  t ha t  i s  l e f t 
f o r  u s  t o  d o  i s  r e s t  un -

t i l  Fr i da y  when  a  bu s  w i l l  t ak e 
me  t o  Cra i g  F i e l d  wh i ch  mean s 
F IGHTERS . . . / . . .  March  24 , 
f i v e  mon th s  a g o  we  we re  g o in g 
t h rough  t h i s  s ame  ga t e  i n  t h e  op -
po s i t e  d i re c t i on  w i th  no t  a  c l u e 
on  how  t o  f l y.  And  now  h e re  we 
a re  w i th  150  hou r s  o f  f l y i n g  on 
t h re e  d i f f e ren t  a i r c ra f t  t y p e s . ”

In  Cra i g  Fi e ld  they  a re  in t ro -

duced  to  the i r  ne w  a i r c r a f t  the 
Nor th  Amer i c an  AT-6  “ Tex -
an” :  “On  March  28 ,  we  a re  f i -
na l l y  s en t  t o  t h e  f l i gh t l i n e  whe re 
we  me e t  ou r  i n s t r u c t o r s .  I  have 
Har shon e .  He  s e em s  l i k e  a  g o od 
gu y,  s omewha t  d i s t an t  bu t  n i c e !

Today  we  a re  no t  f l y i n g ,  we  a re 
s t ud y ing  t h e  c o c kp i t  o f  t h e  AT-6 
and  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p ro c edu re ,  g e a r 
op e ra t i on  ( t h e re  i s  a  re t ra c t ab l e 
l and ing  g e a r ) ,  h yd rau l i c a l l y -

a c tua t ed  f l ap s  (no  more  c rank s , 
f o r  c on s t an t  s p e ed  and  fu e l  m ix -
tu re ) .  A  re a l  puzz l e .  A f t e r  noon 
g r ound  s c hoo l ,  o f  wh i ch  74  hou r s 
a re  t o  b e  d on e .”

The  f i r s t  f l i gh t  on  th r  AT-6  i s 
a  r e a l  change  f rom the  BT-13 . 
Here  a re  Raymond  Dan i e l ' s  im-
p re s s i on s :  “March  30 ,  1944 ,  I 
f i na l l y  f l ew  1h20  on  t h e  Nor th 
Amer i c an  “ Texan”  known  a s  t h e 
AT-6 .  Wha t  a  chang e  f r om  th e 

By Stéphane Duchemin. Second and final part. 
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Curtiss P-40F Warhawk fighters of the 
USAAF during a training mission near 
Moore Field, close to Mission, Texas in 
1943. The lead aircraft has just peeled 
off to start a simulated attack. The best 
cadets were trained on this fighter on 
their way to becoming "combat-ready" .
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BT-13 .  I t  f l i e s  v e r y  ha r mon i ou s -
l y.  A  s l i gh t  p re s s u re  on  t h e  s t i c k 
and  r udde r  and  i t ' s  t u r n ing .  In 
a  momen t ,  on e  r i s e s  300  f t  w i th -
ou t  e v en  no t i c in g  i t .  I  l e a r n  t o 
re t ra c t  and  e x t end  t h e  g e a r  wh i l e 
f l y i n g  ( t h e  h o r n  i s  v e r y  u s e f u l ) . 
We  do  an  o r i en t a t i on  f l i gh t  t o 
know  a l l  aux i l i a r y  f i e l d s  ( t h e re 
a re  5  o f  t h em) .  Bu t  l and ing , 
wha t  a  j ob !  When  w i l l  I  b e  ab l e 
t o  l and  on  my  own?  We  t h ink  we 
a re  now  p i l o t s  and  t h en  ano th -
e r,  mo re  mode r n  a i r p l an e ,  and 
we  have  t o  s t a r t  f r om  s c ra t ch 
a ga in ;  we  a re  j u s t  a s  c l u e l e s s  a s 
we  we re  du r ing  ou r  f i r s t  f l i g h t s 
i n  Tu s ca l o o s a .  A t  l e a s t  t h i s  i s  t h e 
l a s t  s t e p ,  a f t e r  t ha t  we  re c e i v e 
ou r  w ing s !  A  c e r t i f i e d  p i l o t  i n 
two  mon th s  i f  e v e r y t h ing  g o e s  a s 
p l anned !  Wha t  angu i s h  now  tha t 
t h e  g oa l  i s  s o  c l o s e .  I  h op e  I  w i l l 
make  i t  a s  i n  Tu s ca l o o s a  and 
Gun t e r.  No  t ime  t o  f a i l  and  b e 
wa sh ed  ou t  f r om  th e  p ro g ram” .

The  f i r s t  f l i gh t s  a re  d i f f i cu l t 
and  fo r  the  f i r s t  t ime  the  body 
ha s  t o  endure  ne w  s en s a t i on s : 
“Ap r i l  2 ,  3 rd  f l i gh t  on  t h e  AT-6 
and  we  a re  a l re ad y  do ing  a e r -
oba t i c s .  I t  i s  much  e a s i e r  t han 
w i th  t ha t  h o g  o f  an  a i r p l an e  t h e 
BT-13  bu t  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t ime  e v e r 
I  “ b l a ck  ou t” .  The  “ imme lman s” 
i n  pa r t i cu l a r  a re  v e r y  t ough , 
and  “ba r re l s  r o l l ”  [ s i c ]  have  t h e 

na s t y  hab i t  o f  r emind ing  u s  o f 
ou r  l a s t  l un ch .  Fo r tuna t e l y,  t ha t 
w i l l  n o t  b e  f o r  t oda y.  Al t hough 
I  am  no t  f e e l i n g  we l l ,  I  am  no t 
c omp l e t e l y  ou t ,  l u ck i l y.  I t  s e em s 
t o  b e  a  qu e s t i on  o f  hab i t . ”

Some  o f  the  t r a in ing  i s  no t 
done  in  f l i gh t  bu t  i s  n eve r -
the l e s s  i nva luab l e  t o  become  a 
good  f i gh t e r  p i l o t :  “Apr i l  5 ,  I 
d on ' t  f l y  bu t  s h o o t  c l a y  p i g e on s , 
wh i ch  happ en s  t o  b e  qu i t e  i n t e r -
e s t i n g .  A t  f i r s t  I  am  no t  s h in ing 
w i th  my  p e r f o r manc e ,  bu t  I  p ro -
g re s s i v e l y  g e t  t h e  hang  o f  i t .  My 

s h ou ld e r  i s  qu i t e  b r u i s ed  f r om 
f i r in g  50  s h o t gun  s h o t s . ”

Prog re s s i on  on  the  AT-6  goe s 
on  w i th  fo rma t ion  f l y ing ,  nav -
i g a t i on ,  n i gh t - f l y ing  and  more 
g round  s choo l .  Even  th i s  c l o s e 
t o  e a rn ing  the  w ing s ,  the  f e a r 
o f  wa sh ing  ou t  i s  s t i l l  p re s en t 
and  a  mi s t ake  i s  a lway s  po s s i -
b l e :  “May  9 ,  I  b e g in  my  n i gh t 
f l y i n g  w i th  52  hou r s  o f  AT-6  un -
d e r  my  b e l t .  I  make  6  dua l  l and -
in g s ,  i n c lud ing  t h re e  “b l a ck ed 
ou t”  on e s .  Fo r tuna t e l y,  a l l  g o e s 
we l l  and  a f t e r  an  hou r  I  am  s en t 
o f f  a l on e .  Qu i t e  happy  t o  have 
pa s s e d  t h i s  m i l e s t on e ,  I  a l i gn  f o r 
t ak e - o f f .  Gre en  l i gh t ,  pu sh  t h e 
t h ro t t l e  t o  t h e  wa l l  and  we  t ak e 
o f f .  I  make  two  pa t t e r n s  and 
l and ing s .  Now I  am c l imb ing 
t o  my  a s s i gn ed  s e c t o r  a t  45 ,000 
f t  [ s i c ]  whe re  I  mu s t  f l y  i n  c i r -
c l e s  f o r  on e  hou r  t o  g e t  u s ed  t o 
n i gh t - t ime  f l y i n g .  The  a i r  i s 
c a lm  w i th  no  d i s t u rbanc e s .  I t ' s 
wa r m.  I  k e ep  t h e  c anopy  op en .  In 
t h e  d i s t an c e  t h e  l i gh t s  o f  Mon t -
g ome r y  a re  s h in ing .  Ben ea th  me , 
t h e  ba s e  i s  s h i v e r in g  w i th  l i gh t . 
One  c an  s e e  t h e  s i l v e r y  pa t t e r n 
o f  t h e  r i v e r  unde r  t h e  moon l i gh t . 
Above  and  b e l ow  me ,  o t h e r  a i r -
c ra f t  a re  a l s o  c i r c l i n g .

My  f l i gh t  i s  n ow  ov e r.  I  r e qu e s t 

Buildings at Selma / Craig Field, a familiar sight for the numerous French trainees who were 
sent to the airfield.
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Other views of Craig Field, showing how important the base was.
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p e r mi s s i on  t o  l and  f r om  th e 
t owe r  and  b e g in  my  d e s c en t . 
Time  t o  t u r n  my  l i gh t s  on .  The 
chanc e s  o f  c o l l i d in g  w i th  an -
o th e r  a i r c ra f t  a re  qu i t e  h i gh , 
a s  s o  many  a i r c ra f t  a re  c i r c l i n g 
i n  t h e  a re a .  The re  a re  red  and 
g re en  l i gh t s  e v e r ywhe re .  I  f i -
na l l y  make  i t  t o  my  ba s e  l e g . 
I  f l a s h  my  l i gh t s  t o  i nd i c a t e 
I 'm  c oming  in  and  h e re  I  am 
on  app roa ch .  A f t e r  l and ing ,  my 
n i gh t  f l y i n g  w i l l  b e  ov e r.  One 
l e s s  c han c e  t o  g e t  e l im ina t ed ! 
Ah !  A  g o od  l and ing .  A s  s o on  a s 
I  am  down ,  I  t u r n  my  l i gh t s 
on  and  c l e a r  t h e  r unway.  A s  I 
pa s s  t h e  t owe r,  a  g re en  l i gh t  i s 
f l a s h ed  a t  me :  b e l i e v in g  I  have 
an  a i r p l an e  c a t ch ing  up  b eh ind 
me ,  I  app l y  s ome  powe r.  Sud -
d en l y :  WATCH OUT!  Too  l a t e , 
an  a i r c ra f t  i s  r i gh t  i n  f r on t  o f 
me .  I  k i c k  t o  t h e  r i gh t .  A  b i g 
s h o ck .  The  unavo idab l e  ha s 
happ en ed :  a f t e r  50  hou r s ,  I ' v e 
h i t  ano th e r  a i r p l an e .  I  s t o p  a 
f ew  me t e r s  f u r t h e r,  cu t  t h e  f u e l 
s upp l y  and  t h e  en g in e .  Qu i t e 
l i t e ra l l y  s l ump ing  in  t h e  c o c k -
p i t ,  I  t h ink  t o  my s e l f :  “ Wha t  a 
s t r ok e  o f  bad  l u ck ! ” .  Though t 
f l a s h  t h rough  my  mind :  t h e 
e l im ina t i on ,  g e t t i n g  y e l l e d  a t , 
pap e r wo rk  t o  b e  d on e ,  end l e s s 
qu e s t i onna i re s . . . ! ! !

F i remen  and  med i c s  a r r i v e  on 
t h e  s c en e  and  I  am sudden l y 
s u r r ounded  by  36  c a r s .  Con -

fu s ed ,  I  c l imb  down  th e  a i r -
c ra f t .  The  p rop e l l e r  i s  b en t  and 
t h e  w ing ' s  l e ad ing  ed g e  i s  dam-
ag ed .  L e t ' s  s e e  t h e  o t h e r  v i c t im . 
Wha t  a  d i s a s t e r,  I ' v e  d on e  qu i t e 
a  j ob.  The  en t i re  empennag e  i s 
t o r n  o f f  and  t h e  f u s e l a g e  i s  b en t . 
Magnami  wa s  i n  t h e  a i r c ra f t . 
We  l o ok  a t  e a ch  o th e r  w i th  a 
s ad  sm i l e  and  we  re tu r n  t o  t h e 
f l i gh t  l i n e  w i th  ou r  pa ra chu t e s 
on  ou r  ba ck .  How wi l l  we  b e 
we l c omed  t h e re ?  Probab l y  no t 
we l l  a s  mone y  c ome s  f i r s t  h e re 
i n  Amer i c a ,  and  I  c an  a l re ad y 
h ea r  t h e  b l ame .  We ' v e  l o s t  two 
a i r c ra f t  wo r th  $30 ,000 !  My  in -
s t r u c t o r  i s  t h e re .  The  b rave  man 
l o ok s  mo re  embar ra s s e d  t han 
ang r y.  Ah !  Now f o r  t h e  t o r tu re 
r o om.  Ha l f  an  hou r  b e in g  ha -

ra s s e d  by  two  Cap ta in s  and  a 
L i eu t enan t .  The  in t e r r o ga t i on  i s 
end l e s s .  I  am  b l amed  f o r  t a x i in g 
t o o  f a s t ,  bu t  i t  i s  u l t ima t e l y  r e c -
o gn i z ed  t ha t  t h e  t owe r  i s  l a r g e -
l y  r e s p on s i b l e  f o r  t h e  a c c i d en t , 
hav ing  f l a s h ed  a  g re en  l i gh t  i n -
s t e ad  o f  a  red  on e .  Nobody  men -
t i on s  e l im ina t i on  f r om  th e  p ro -
g ram.

At  two  o ' c l o c k  in  t h e  mor n ing , 
I  f i na l l y  manag e  t o  g o  t o  b ed .  I 
s t r u g g l e  t o  f a l l  a s l e e p  and  s p end 
a  bad  n i gh t ,  w i th  t h e  f e a r  o f 
e l im ina t i on  a lway s  i n  my  mind . 
S o  c l o s e  t o  r e c e i v in g  my  w ing s ! 
On l y  s ome  t en  hou r s  t o  g o .

May  10 ,  1944 ,  Magnan i  and  I 
a re  s ummoned  t o  t h e  manda t o r y 
e xamina t i on  t ha t  f o l l ow s  e v e r y 
a c c i d en t .  I  wr i t e  a  l en g th y  re -
p o r t  o f  t h e  a c c i d en t ,  men t i on ing 
e v e r y  d e t a i l .

Tha t  e v en ing  a t  s i x ,  we  a re 
ba ck  on  t h e  f l i gh t l i n e  a s  t h e re  i s 
mo re  n i gh t - f l y i n g .  Wi th  a  wo r -
r i ed  h ea r t  I  s a l u t e  my  in s t r u c -
t o r.  He  i s  sm i l i n g .  Tha t  mu s t  b e 
a  g o od  s i gn .  You  won ' t  b e  f l y i n g 
t on i gh t  b e c au s e  y ou ' v e  d on e  y ou r 
t h re e  t ran s i t i on  hou r s .  Go  t o  b ed 
and  s l e e p  we l l ,  y ou ' l l  f l y  a ga in 
t omor row  e v en ing .  The s e  f ew 
word s  mean  e v e r y t h ing  i s  f i n e , 
t ha t  I  am  no t  e l im ina t ed  and 
t ha t  t h e  c a s e  i s  c l o s e d .  I  am  no t 
b l amed  f o r  e v e r y t h ing  in  t h i s  i n -

The big day has come: the "Frenchies" receive their pilots' wings during a 
ceremony in Craig Field.

A North American AT-6 "Texan" used in Craig Field to train future fighter 
pilots. 
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c i d en t .  Ah !  L i f e  a l s o  ha s  i t s  g o od 
momen t s . ”

Af t e r  some  70  hour s  on  the  AT-
6 ,  the  b i g  day  ha s  a r r i ved :  “May 
23 ,  t h e  “Grea t  Day”  ha s  f i na l l y 
c ome .  Fo r  t h re e  y e a r s  I ' v e  b e en 
hop ing  f o r  t h i s  da y  t o  a r r i v e . 
From th e  momen t  I  made  my  f i r s t 
f l i g h t  i n  Tu s ca l o o s a  8  mon th s 
a g o ,  we  have  b e en  sw imming  up -
s t re am wi th  un re l en t in g  en e r -
g y  t o  a ch i e v e  wha t  i s  a  s ou r c e  o f 
g re a t  happ in e s s  t o  u s :  r e c e i v in g 
ou r  p i l o t ' s  w ing s .  When  we  l e f t 
Ca sab l an ca ,  t h e re  we re  143  o f  u s 
and  on l y  37  a re  now  g radua t in g , 
f ewe r  t han  a  qua r t e r  o f  u s .  In -
d e ed ,  t h e  r oad  ha s  b e en  l ong  and 
d i f f i cu l t  t o  g e t  h e re .  I t  i s  n in e  i n 
t h e  mor n ing .  We  a re  a l l  d re s s e d 
smar t l y.  We  a re  o f f  f o r  t h e  pa -
rad e !  Many  cu r i ou s  p e op l e  have 
c ome .  I t ' s  qu i t e  war m f o r  u s . 
We  make  t h i s  f i na l  e f f o r t  w i th 
a  sm i l e .  Wha t  wou ld  we  no t  d o 
t o  b e c ome  p i l o t s ?  And  now,  s e a t -
ed  b e f o re  a  r i c h l y  d e c o ra t ed  p l a t -
f o r m ,  we  a re  awa i t in g  t ha t  g re a t 
momen t .  The  Amer i c an  Co l on e l 
c ommand ing  t h e  ba s e  d e l i v e r s  a 
s p e e ch  in  Eng l i s h ,  wh i ch  we  on l y 
pa r t i a l l y  unde r s t and .  Ano th e r 
s p e e ch  by  s ome  unknown  p e r s on , 
and  f i na l l y  Cap i t a in e  Lama i s on 
c ong ra tu l a t e s  u s  i n  Fren ch .

We  a re  g i v en  ou r  w ing s .  Wi th  a 

t h robb ing  h ea r t ,  I  h ea r  my  name 
c a l l e d  ou t  and  c l imb  on  t h e  p l a t -
f o r m .  The  Co l on e l  g i v e s  me  a 
s t r i n g  hand shak e  and  p in s  t h e 
w ing s  on  me .  A  smar t  m i l i t a r y 
s a lu t e  t o  Cap i t a in e  Lama i s on , 
who  i s  hand ing  ou t  c ong ra tu l a -
t i on s  a s  t h e  p i l o t s  pa s s  i n  f r on t 
o f  h im .

To  f i n i s h  t h e  c e remony,  t h e  o r -
ch e s t ra  p l a y s  t h e  Amer i c an  an -
th em,  f o l l owed  by  t h e  Mar s e i l -
l a i s e  wh i l e  we  a re  ov e r f l own  by 
a  t i gh t  pa t r o l  o f  a i r c ra f t  w i th  a 

f ami l i a r  hum.  Wha t  a  b eau t i f u l 
da y  ! ! !

And  now,  l i k e  a  f l o c k  o f  s pa r -
r ow s ,  we  s c ramb l e  t o  ou r  r o oms 
t o  p i c k  ou r  ba g s  wh i ch  have 
b e en  re ad y  f o r  da y  a s  we  a re  o f f 
on  l e av e .  Ye s ,  t en  l ong  da y s  o f 
l e a v e .  We  in t e r r o ga t e  e a ch  o th -
e r  i n  t h e  bu s  t ak ing  u s  t o  Se lma . 
Whe re  a re  y ou  g o in g  in  Bi r ming -
ham?  And  you ?  Miami ,  F l o r i da , 
h ow  abou t  y ou ?  To  New Yo rk , 
and  you ?  I  am  g o ing  t o  New  Or -
l e an s  on  t h e  Gu l f  o f  Mex i c o  w i th 

The 5th French detachment in front of a P-47 on October 8, 1944, in Oscoda. Raymond Daniel is kneeling, in 6th 
position starting from the right.
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Previously used by the "Tuskegee Airmen", the Oscoda airfield in Michigan 
state was used for advanced training of French fighter pilots. These P-40 were 
based on the field. 
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“Cr i t i c ou” .  L e t ' s  n o t  l o s e  an y 
t ime ;  we  mu s t  g rab  t h e  bu s  t o 
Mon t g ome r y  and  a t  t en  in  t h e 
e v en ing  5  o f  u s  Fren ch i e s  a re  i n 
t h e  e xp re s s  h ead ing  s ou th .

A f t e r  t r a i n i n g  o n  t h e  AT-
6 ,  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  t r a n s i t i o n  t o 
f i g h t e r s .  T h e  f i r s t  o n e  t h e y 
w i l l  h a v e  t o  l e a r n  t o  t a m e  i s 
t h e  C u r t i s s  P - 4 0 .  O n  t h e  d a y 
o f  t h e  No r m a n d y  l a n d i n g s , 
R a y m o n d  D a n i e l  m a k e s  h i s 
f i r s t  f l i g h t  i n  t h a t  m a c h i n e : 
“ Ju n e  6 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  A  G R E AT  D AY 
!  T h e r e  a r e  a l w a y s  g r e a t  d a y s 
i n  a v i a t i o n .  To d a y  I  a m  s i t -
t i n g  i n  t h e  c o c k p i t  o f  m y  n e w 
a i r c r a f t ,  q u i t e  m o v e d ,  t r y -
i n g  n o t  t o  f o r g e t  a n y t h i n g 
i n  t h e  p r o c e d u r e ,  I  s t a r t  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  a n d  h e r e  I  a m  t a x i i n g 
i n  “ S”  t u r n s  t o w a r d s  t h e  r u n -
w a y.  A f t e r  a  c a r e f u l  c h e c k  o f 
t h e  m a g n e t o s ,  I  t e s t  t h e  r a d i o . 

I  a l i g n  m y s e l f  o n  t h e  r u n w a y 
a n d  t h e  t a k e - o f f  i s  n o w  i n  t h e 
h a n d s  o f  G o d .  Fu l l  t h r o t t l e . 
W h a t  a  f e e l i n g ,  a n  i n c r e d i b l e 
r o a r,  1 5 0 0  h o r s e p o w e r  p u l l i n g 
m e  a t  a m a z i n g  s p e e d .  A  s l i g h t 

p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  s t i c k ,  I  t a k e  o f f 
a n d  r e t r a c t  t h e  l a n d i n g  g e a r. 
P h e w !  T h a t ' s  d o n e :  t a k i n g  o f f ! 
T h e  m i n i m u m  s a f e t y  a l t i t u d e 
i s  3 0 0 0  m e t e r s ,  w h i c h  i s  n e c -
e s s a r y  a s  w e  a r e  n o t  v e r y  c o n -
f i d e n t  o n  o u r  f i r s t  f l i g h t .  T h e 
l o n g  n o s e  u p  f r o n t  i s  q u i t e  i m -
p r e s s i v e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t u r n s , 
w h i c h  I  i n i t i a l l y  m a k e  w i t h 
v e r y  l i t t l e  b a n k .  I ' m  a l o n e  i n 
t h i s  a i r c r a f t  w h i c h  I ' v e  n e v e r 
f l o w n  b e f o r e ,  a n d  I  w i l l  h a v e 
t o  l a n d  i n  a  m o m e n t  ! ! !

F o r  t h e  m o m e n t ,  I ' m  f l y -
i n g  w i t h  p l e n t y  o f  r o o m  u n -
d e r  m e  a n d  g a i n i n g  a  l i t t l e 
c o n f i d e n c e ,  t u r n s  a r e  b e c o m -
i n g  t i g h t e r ,  d i v e s  f a s t e r  a n d 
z o o m  c l i m b s  c l o s e r  t o  t h e  v e r -
t i c a l .  I t ' s  a m a z i n g :  t h e  s l i g h t -
e s t  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  s t i c k  a n d 
t h e  5  t o n s  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  g o 
u p  a t  t h e  r a t e  o f  1 , 0 0 0  m e t e r s 
a  m i n u t e .  I  d i v e  a t  6 0 0  k p h , 
t h e n  b l a c k  o u t  c o m i n g  o u t  o f  i t 
a n d  r e g a i n  2 0 0 0  m e t e r s  i n  a n 
i n s t a n t  ( 1 5 0 0  h o r s e p o w e r  ! ! ! ) .

I  r e c a l l  t h e  t i m e  i n  t h e  A l p s 
w h e n ,  s w e a t i n g  w a t e r  a n d 
b l o o d ,  c l i m b i n g  t o  2 0 0 0  m e -
t e r s  w o u l d  t a k e  m e  4  h o u r s  o f 
g r e a t  e f f o r t s .  I  a l w a y s  d r e a m e d 
o f  h i g h  p e a k s  !  I  a m  s a t i s f i e d 
n o w.

A h !  T h e  t r i c k y  p a r t  n o w,  t h e 
L A N D I N G ,  t u r n  o n  a p p r o a c h 

Raymond Daniel with a big grin at the controls of a P-47 Thunderbolt. 
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Raymond Daniel in front of his P-47 Thunderbolt. 
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a t  2 0 0  k p h  a n d  d i v i n g  w i t h 
f l a p s  o u t  a t  1 3 0  k p h  I  t r y  t o 
l a n d  t h i s  a i r c r a f t .  T h e  t o w e r 
i s  t h e r e  t o  h e l p .  I  h e r e  i t  t e l l -
i n g  m e  “ F l a r e ,  p u l l ,  p u l l ,  p u l l 
l i g h t l y ” ,  a n d  h e r e  i t  i s :  I ' v e 
d o n e  a  s u p e r b  l a n d i n g .  I ' m 
v e r y  h a p p y  a n d  q u i t e  r e l i e v e d ! 
I  c o m e  o u t  o f  t h e  a i r p l a n e  w i t h 
a  l i g h t  h e a r t .  I  a m  n o t  a  p r o u d 
p e r s o n  b u t  I  d o  f e e l  a  c e r -
t a i n  p r i d e  a n d  j o y.  I  a m  n o w 
a  f i g h t e r  p i l o t  w h o  h a s  f l o w n 
a  r e a l  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t !  I n  t h e 
e v e n i n g  w e  a l l  c e l e b ra t e . . . !

Ju n e  7 ,  1 h 3 0  o f  f l y i n g .  I  r e n -
d e z - v o u s  w i t h  D e y b a c h  o v e r 
E n d e r s o n  à  1 0 , 0 0 0  f t  a n d  w e 
e n g a g e  i n  a  d o g f i g h t  w h i c h  i s  s o 
f i e r c e  t h a t  w e  n e a r l y  r a m  e a c h 
o t h e r  a t  3 0 0  m p h .  T h a t ' s  O K 
a s  i n  t h e  h e a t  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  w e 
g i v e  i t  o u r  b e s t .  We  k e e p  m a -
n e u v e r i n g  i n  s p l i t - e s s e s ,  d i v e s 
a n d  c l i m b s .  We  a r e  n o w  h e a d -
i n g  b a c k  t o  t h e  f i e l d  i n  t i g h t 
f o r m a t i o n .  Wa t c h  o u t  f o r  t h e 
l a n d i n g ,  w h i c h  i s  c a t a s t r o p h i c ! 
A t  l e a s t  t h r e e  “ b o o m s” !

W h a t  d o  I  h e a r ?  A  P - 4 0 ' s  e n -
g i n e  q u i t  a n d  i t  c r a s h e d  i n  t h e 
t r e e s .  I ' m  t o l d  i t ' s  D u f f y.  T h e 
p o o r  f e l l o w  m u s t  b e  d e a d .  T h e 

a i r c r a f t  i s  a  w r e c k ,  w i t h  i t s 
e n g i n e  l y i n g  3 0 0  m e t e r s  f u r -
t h e r  a n d  t h e  w i n g s  r i p p e d  o f f . 
We  r e s t l e s s l y  w a i t  f o r  t h e  a m -
b u l a n c e  w h i c h  i s  r u s h i n g  t o -
w a r d s  u s  a n d ,  s u p r i s e ! ,  t h a t 
b ra v e  D u f f y  c o m e s  o u t  w i t h 
o n l y  a  f e w  s c r a t c h e s .  I s  t h a t 
n o t  t h e  b e s t  o f  l u c k ?  H e  s p e n d s 
t h e  e v e n i n g  t e l l i n g  o f  h i s  o r -
d e a l  t o  a l l  o f  t h e  c u r i o u s  v i s i -
t o r s  w h o  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  P - 4 0 
s u r v i v o r !

A f t e r  o n l y  t e n  h o u r s  o n  t h e 
P - 4 0 ,  t h e  p i l o t s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e 
AT- 6  f o r  a d v a n c e d  g u n n e r y 
t r a i n i n g :  “ Ju n e  2 2 . . .  D e s p i t e 
e v e r y t h i n g ,  w e  a r e  s t a r t i n g  t o 
s h o o t .  F l y i n g  o n  t h e  AT- 6  a f t e r 
h a v i n g  h a d  a  t a s t e  o f  t h e  P - 4 0 
i s  q u i t e  b i z a r r e .  We  n o  l o n g e r 
f l y  i t  a s  a n  a i r p l a n e  b u t  r a t h -
e r  a s  a  t o y.  B a r e l y  6 0 0  h o r s e -
p o w e r !  S t r a f i n g  i s  v e r y  i n t e r -
e s t i n g .  We  d i v e  o n  t a r g e t s  l a i d 
o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  A t  r o u g h l y  1 0 0 
m e t e r s ,  a  s l i g h t  p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e 
t r i g g e r  a n d  t h e  b u l l e t s  w h i p 
a r o u n d  t h e  t a r g e t ,  a n d  o c c a -
s i o n a l l y  h i t  i t !  A f t e r  f l y i n g 
a t  t r e e - l e v e l ,  w e  r e c o v e r  a l t i -
t u d e  i n  a  c l i m b .  We  a l s o  s h o o t 
a t  t o w e d  t a r g e t s ,  w h i c h  i s  e v e n 
m o r e  i n t e r e s t i n g .  T h e  t a r g e t  i s 

a  c a n v a s  p a n e l  t o w e d  b y  a n o t h -
e r  T- 6 . . . ”

A n d  l a s t  b u t  n o t  l e a s t ,  t h e 
y o u n g  p i l o t s  j o i n  t h e  c o m b a t 
s c h o o l  i n  O s c o d a  a n d  d i s c o v -
e r  a  b i g  f i g h t e r,  t h e  R e p u b l i c 
P - 4 7  T h u n d e r b o l t ,  o n  w h i c h 
t h e y  w i l l  t r a i n  a n d  b e c o m e 
p r o f i c i e n t  :  “A u g u s t  7 ,  1 9 4 4 , 
a f t e r  a  l o n g  p e r i o d  w i t h  n o  f l y -
i n g ,  h e r e  I  a m  e n c u m b e r e d  b y 
m y  f l i g h t  g e a r  e s c a l a t i n g  t h e 
P - 4 7 .  M y  h e a r t  i s  b e a t i n g  f a s t -
e r  t h a n  u s u a l .  I  b u c k l e  u p  a n d 
d o u b l e - c h e c k  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s . 
Ev e r y t h i n g  i s  f i n e .  I  s t a r t  t h e 
e n g i n e  a n d  t h e  m e c h a n i c s  r e -
m o v e  t h e  c h o c k s .  I  c a l l  t h e 
t o w e r,  r e c e i v e  i n s t r u c t i o n s  o n 
w h i c h  r u n w a y  t o  u s e  a n d  a m 
n o w  t a x i i n g . 

I  c a r e f u l l y  r u n  u p  t h e  e n -
g i n e ,  c l o s e  t h e  c a n o p y,  t i g h t -
e n  m y  s t r a p s ,  c l o s e  t h e  c o w l -
i n g  f l a p s  a n d  t r i m  t h e  a i r c r a f t . 
A f t e r  r e q u e s t i n g  c l e a ra n c e  t o 
t a k e  o f f  b y  r a d i o ,  I  l i n e  u p 
o n  t h e  r u n w a y,  l o c k  t h e  t a i l -
w h e e l  a n d  p u s h  t h e  s t i c k  t o  t h e 
w a l l .  A  h u g e  n o i s e ,  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  s t a r t s  a n d  a c c e l e r a t e s : 
8 0 ,  1 0 0 ,  1 2 0 ,  1 6 0  k m / h ,  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  l e a v e s  t h e  g r o u n d  a f t e r 

Raymond Daniel with two other pilots in front of a P-47 Thunderbolt nicknamed"Bonnie". 
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The author thanks Mr & Mrs Eric 
Bellebon and Mr Patrice Laverdet. 
http://patrice.laverdet.pagesperso-orange.fr/
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Raymond Daniel and squadron mates in front of a P-47 Thunderbolt on a 
snow-covered airfield in Germany after the war.

a  s l i g h t  p u l l  o f  t h e  s t i c k  a n d 
h e r e  I  a m  a l o n e  i n  t h i s  a i r c r a f t 
w h i c h  I ' v e  n e v e r  f l o w n  b e -
f o r e .  A t  f i r s t ,  I  b a r e l y  d a r e  t o 
m o v e  t h e  s t i c k .  I  k e e p  w a t c h -
i n g  t h e  i n s t r u m e n t s :  o i l  a n d 
f u e l  p r e s s u r e ,  c y l i n d e r  t e m p e r -
a t u r e ,  r e v s ,  m a n i f o l d  p r e s s u r e , 
d i a l s ,  t a c h o m e t e r ,  a l t i m e t e r , 
e t c . . .  G o d ,  t h e r e  a r e  s o  m a n y 
t h i n g s  t o  a t t e n d  t o .  S l o w l y  I 
g a i n  a l t i t u d e  a n d  c o n f i d e n c e . 
M y  t u r n s  g e t  t i g h t e r  a n d  I  e v e n 
g o  f o r  a  f e w  s t a l l s .  No w  f o r  t h e 
h a r d  p a r t ,  t h e  l a n d i n g . . .  i t ' s 
t i m e  t o  l i g h t  t h e m  u p .

C o m i n g  d o w n  t o  2 , 0 0 0  f t ,  I 
o v e r f l y  t h e  r u n w a y,  d o  a  s h y 
t u r n ,  l o w e r  t h e  l a n d i n g  g e a r, 
c h a n g e  f u e l  t a n k ,  s e t  t h e  p r o p 
p i t c h ,  r e d u c e  p o w e r,  f i n a l  i n -
s t r u m e n t s  c h e c k  a n d  w i t h  a 
h e a v i l y - b e a t i n g  h e a r t  t u r n 
i n t o  t h e  a p p r o a c h .  I  m a n -
a g e  t o  g e t  a l i g n e d  o n  t h e  r u n -
w a y.  I  r e d u c e  t h e  t h r o t t l e  a  b i t 
m o r e ,  l o w e r  t h e  f l a p s .  S w e a t 
i s  t r i c k l i n g  d o w n  m y  b a c k ! ! 
M y  G o d ,  I  a m  g o i n g  t o  o v e r -
s h o o t .  I  c u t  t h e  t h r o t t l e ,  l o w -
e r  t h e  f l a p s  t o  t h e  m a x i m u m . 
T h i s  b l o o d y  a i r p l a n e  i s  f a l l i n g 
l i k e  a  r o c k .  I  m a k e  a  p e r f e c t 
a r r i v a l ,  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  a t  1 8 0 
k m / h ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  l o s e s  s p e e d , 
t h e  r u n w a y  i s  f l a s h i n g  b e -
n e a t h  t h e  w i n g s ,  a  s l i g h t  p r e s -
s u r e  o n  t h e  s t i c k ,  a  s m a l l  b o o m 
a n d  t h e r e  I  a m  r o l l i n g  d o w n 
t h e  r u n w a y.  C a r r i e d  b y  i t s  m o -
m e n t u m ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  r e a c h e s 

t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  r u n w a y,  a  s l i g h t 
j a b  o n  t h e  b ra k e s ,  u n l o c k  t h e 
t a i l w h e e l  a n d  h a p p y  t o  h a v e 
s u c c e s s f u l l y  t a k e n  a  n e w  s t e p 
i n  m y  f l y i n g  a b i l i t i e s .  I  s l o w l y 
f l y  t o w a r d s  t h e  p a r k i n g ,  w h a t 
a  r e l i e f  w h e n  I  t a k e  m y  h e l m e t 
a n d  o x y g e n  m a s k  o f f .  I  a m  s o 
r e l i e v e d !

Tr a i n i n g  c o n t i n u e s  w i t h 
b o m b i n g  a n d  d o g f i g h t i n g  e x -
e r c i s e s :  “ S e p t e m b e r  1 9 4 4 . . . 
To d a y  I  b e g a n  d i v e - b o m b i n g . 
I t ' s  f a s c i n a t i n g ,  w e  d i v e  p ra c -
t i c a l l y  s t r a i g h t  d o w n  t o w a r d s 
t h e  t a r g e t  a n d  i n  a  c r u s h -
i n g  p u l l - o u t  w e  d r o p  a  5 0 0  l b 
b o m b ,  c l i m b  b a c k  a n d  s o m e -
t i m e s  a r e  r e w a r d e d  w i t h  s m o k e 
r i g h t  o n  t h e  t a r g e t .

L o w - l e v e l  b o m b i n g  i s  a l s o  i n -
t e r e s t i n g .  We  f l y  3 0  f t  a b o v e 
t h e  g r o u n d  a t  6 0 0  k m / h  t o 
d r o p  o u r  b o m b .

We  a l s o  s t a r t e d  s t r a f i n g ,  w h i c h 
r e m i n d s  m e  o f  w h a t  w e  d i d  i n 
F l o r i d a  w i t h  t h e  AT- 6 .  T h e 
o n l y  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  w e  a r e 
n o w  f i r i n g  w i t h  s i x  . 5 0  c a l i b e r 
m a c h i n e - g u n s .

O c t o b e r  7 ,  s h o o t i n g  a t  t o w e d 
t a r g e t s .  A n o t h e r  v e r y  a m u s -
i n g  e x e r c i s e .  We  c l i m b  i n  f o r -
m a t i o n  t o  1 0 , 0 0 0  f t  a n d  o n e 
a f t e r  a n o t h e r  f i r e  a t  a  t a r g e t 
t o w e d  b y  a  F l y i n g  Fo r t r e s s . 
A t  t h e  r i g h t  m o m e n t ,  a  s l i g h t 
p r e s s u r e  o n  t h e  t r i g g e r  a n d  f i r e 

p o u r s  o u t  o f  t h e  P - 4 7 .  We  z o o m 
c l i m b  a s  c l o s e  a s  p o s s i b l e  t o  t h e 
Fo r t r e s s .  S o m e t i m e s ,  w e  d o  a 
s l o w  r o l l  u n d e r  i t s  n o s e  b e f o r e 
c l i m b i n g  a n o t h e r  1 , 5 0 0  f t  a n d 
d i v i n g  o n  i t  a g a i n .

O c t o b e r  1 1 .  C o m b a t  m i s s i o n . 
We  l e a v e  i n  p a i r s  i n  f o r m a t i o n 
u p  t o  2 6 , 0 0 0  f t .  O n c e  w e  g e t 
t h e r e ,  w e  e a c h  g o  o u r  o w n  w a y 
f o r  t e n  s e c o n d s ,  t u r n  s h a r p -
l y  a n d  t r y  t o  g e t  o n  o n e  a n -
o t h e r ' s  “ s i x ” .  I t ' s  a n  i n f e r n a l 
j o u s t  w h e r e  t h e  a i r c r a f t  s h u d -
d e r s  a n d  w e  c o n s t a n t l y  l o s e 
s p e e d ,  d i v e  s h a r p l y  a n d  t h e n 
c l i m b  s t r a i g h t  u p  a g a i n .  S o m e -
t i m e s ,  w e  c h a s e  e a c h  o t h e r  f o r 
1 5  m i n u t e s  w i t h  n o  r e s u l t s ,  g o -
i n g  f r o m  2 6 , 0 0 0  f t  t o  7 , 0 0 0 
f t ,  t h e n  c l i m b  b a c k  t o  2 6 , 0 0 0 
f t  a n d  s t a r t  d i v i n g  a n d  t u r n -
i n g  a g a i n .  We  o f t e n  s e e  b e a u -
t i f u l  w h i t e  s t r e a k s  a p p e a r  o n 
o u r  w i n g t i p s .  A h !  F l y i n g  i s  a 
r e a l  s p o r t ! ”

A  f e w  m o r e  n i g h t - t i m e  f l i g h t s 
a n d  t h e n :  “ O c t o b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 4 4 . 
To d a y,  I  f i n i s h e d  m y  t r a i n i n g 
o n  t h e  P - 4 7  w i t h  8 5  h o u r s .  I 
a m  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  r e a d y  f o r  c o m -
b a t  a n d  a m  n o w  a  “c o m b a t  p i -
l o t ! ” . . .

A f t e r  h i s  t r a i n i n g ,  R a y m o n d 
D a n i e l  w a s  b a s e d  f o r  a  l i t t l e 
o v e r  a  m o n t h  i n  Wa s h i n g t o n 
a n d  o n  D e c e m b e r  9  w a s  s e n t 
t o  a  s e c r e t  c a m p  c a m o u f l a g e d 
i n  a  f o r e s t  o n  t h e  A t l a n t i c 
c o a s t ,  r e a d y  t o  b e  s e n t  o u t . 
H e  w i l l  s p e n d  C h r i s t m a s  t h e r e 
a n d  w i l l  f i n a l l y  b o a r d  a  L i b -
e r t y  s h i p  h e a d e d  f o r  F r a b c e 
o n  J a n u a r y  8 ,  1 9 4 5 .  T h e r e  h e 
w i l l  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  a  f i g h t e r 
u n i t  i n  w h i c h  h e  t o o k  p a r t  i n 
t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  F r a n c e  a n d 
i n v a s i o n  o f  G e r m a n y,  r e m a i n -
i n g  w i t h  t h e  u n i t  u n t i l  a f t e r 
t h e  a r m i s t i c e .  ■

http://patrice.laverdet.pagesperso-orange.fr/
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Illustrations: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

Battle colours: de Havilland Tiger Moth

K2579 was one of the first Tiger Moth to enter RAF service and was part of No 3 Flight 
Training Squadron at Grantham in 1937. It wears typical pre-war colours of silver 
wings and fuselage and a colourful fin flash on the rudder.

With a war on, the colours became more discreet: This Tiger Moth, T8209, is pre-
served at the Krakow Aviation Museum and wears its original wartime scheme of No 
25 (Polish) Elementary Flying School based in Hucknall in 1943. The upper surface 
were camouflaged to protect the trainer from enemy fighters, while the yellow under-
sides were meant to protect it from ...Allied anti-aircraft defences.

Belgium used the Tiger Moth after the war, while waiting for its Stampe SV-4 to be 
delivered. They were used for training and liaison, the last examples being retired in 
1956. This aircraft carries a hood that could cover the rear cockpit for instrument fly-
ing training.

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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