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EDITORIAL

O n March 1st ,  French 
Wing member Roger 

Robert  jo ined the ranks of 
Commemorat ive Air  Force 
Colonels.  Congratulat ions, 
Roger!

H e treats us in th is issue 
of  a i r  show with a great 

art ic le on the f i rst  t ransoceanic 
f l ight  f rom Austral ia to South 
America.  He is also prepar ing 
an art ic le on our f r iends of  the 
Rocky Mountain Wing in Grand 
Junct ion,  which wi l l  be the f i rst 
of  a ser ies of  ar t ic les dedicated 
to the CAF uni ts.

I would l ike to welcome 
our new member Patr ice 

Laverdet,  who maintains a 
remarkable websi te dedicated 
to the CFPNA, the French 
pi lots sent to t ra in in the Uni ted 
States in World War I I ,  and who 
helped me f ind i l lustrat ions for 
the art ic le on Er ic Bel lebon's 
grandfather.

A s you wi l l  read in these 
pages, we have sl ight ly 

modif ied the sponsorship 
system of our Piper Cub 
"Spir i t  of  Lewis" in order to 
make i t  s impler and have more 
members f ly  on this remarkable 
aircraf t .  I  would l ike to remind 
our members that  "Spir i t  of 
Lewis" belongs to them, and 
that you can f ly i t  even i f  you're 
not a pi lot  or  l ive some distance 
from Le Plessis-Bel levi l le.

 Stéphane Duchemin

CApT. HEnRy BAkkEn, 9TH  AIR FORCE 
p-47 THunDERBOLT pILOT

J-3 "SpIRIT OF LEwIS" SpOnSORSHIpS
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .
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Patrice Laverdet's website about the CFPNA (French pilots trained in the US during WW2:  
http://patrice.laverdet.pagesperso-orange.fr/

http://patrice.laverdet.pagesperso-orange.fr/
http://www.roygrinnell.com
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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NEWS
MARIE-FRAnçOISE LE CORnEC REACHES FOR THE STARS !

T h e  l e a s t  yo u  c a n  s a y  a b o u t 
o u r  f r i e n d  Ma r i e - Fr a n ç o i s e 

L e  C o r n e c  i s  t h a t  s h e  i s 
p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  t h a t 
f l i e s :  s h e ' s  f l ow n  e v e r y t h i n g 
f r o m  g l i d e r s  t o  h e l i c o p t e r s , 
a s  we l l  a s  u l t r a l i g h t s  a n d  j e t 
f i g h t e r s  s u c h  a s  Sov i e t  Mi G s , 
Ha w k e r  Hu n t e r s  a n d  Mi r a g e 
I I I .  Bu t  n e x t  y e a r,  Ma r i e -
Fr a n ç o i s e    w i l l  g o  o n e  s t e p 
f u r t h e r :  s h e  i s  p l a n n i n g  t o 
t r a v e l . . .  i n t o  s p a c e !

Ha v i n g  l e a r n e d  t h ro u g h  a 
f e l l ow  p i l o t  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e 
o f  t h e  Du t c h  c o m p a n y  Sp a c e 
Ex p e d i t i o n  Cu r a ç a o ,  Ma r i e -

Fr a n ç o i s e  d i d  n o t  h e s i t a t e 
l o n g  b e f o r e  s i g n i n g  u p  f o r  a 
f l i g h t  o n  t h e  Ly n x  s u b o r b i t a l 
a i r c r a f t .  T h e  f l i g h t  i s  p l a n n e d 
f o r  e a r l y  2 0 1 5 ,  l e a v i n g  f r o m 
Cu r a ç a o  i n  t h e  C a r i b b e a n .  He r 
p i l o t  w i l l  b e  a  f o r m e r  N A S A 
a s t r o n a u t  w h o  h a s  a l r e a d y 
m a d e  s i x  s p a c e  s o r t i e s .  Ta k i n g 
o f f  a s  a  t r a d i t i o n a l  p l a n e , 
t h e  Ly n x  c l i m b s  a t  Ma c h  2 . 9 
u n d e r  r o c k e t  p owe r.  A t  a n 
a l t i t u d e  o f  5 8  k i l o m e t e r s , 
t h e  r o c k e t  i s  s h u t  o f f  a n d  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  c o n t i n u e s  o n  a  b a l i s t i c 
t r a j e c t o r y,  r e a c h i n g  a n  a l t i t u d e 
o f  a p p rox i m a t e l y  1 0 0  k m .  A f t e r 
r e e n t r y  i n  t h e  a t m o s p h e r e ,  t h e 

Ly n x  p u l l s  a b o u t  4 G  a n d  t h e n 
g l i d e s  b a c k  t o  b a s e .  F l i g h t  t i m e 
i s  a p p rox i m a t e l y  3 0  m i n u t e s .

We  w i s h  Ma r i e - Fr a n ç o i s e  a 
g r e a t  f l i g h t .  Ma y  s h e  e n j oy 
e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  t h i s  f o r m i d a b l e 
e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  b r i n g  u s  b a c k  a 
p h o t o  a n d  s o m e  g r e a t  s t o r i e s 
t o  s h a r e !  ■
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NEWS

THIS pAgE'S COnTEnT IS FOR MEMBERS OnLy.
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NEWS
nEw ExECuTIvE vICE pRESIDEnT OF 

STRATEgIC DEvELOpMEnT FOR THE CAF

PRESS RELEASE  –  The Com-
memorat ive  Air  Force  has  an-
nounced the  addit ion of  Adam 
Smith to  i t s  s ta f f  in  the  ro le 
of  Execut ive  Vice  Pres ident  for 
Strateg ic  Development .  Smith 
wi l l  oversee  the  execut ion of 
CAF’s  “Airbase  Strategy” ,  which 
wi l l  inc lude leading the  des ign, 
funding and construct ion of  the 
CAF Nat ional  Airbase ,  and ul t i -
mate ly  the  overs ight  of  ex i s t ing 
and future  Airbases .

Smith comes  to  the  CAF with 
extens ive  exper ience  in  av iat ion 
at t ract ions  and events ,  having 
worked at  the  Exper imenta l  Air -
cra f t  Associat ion (EAA) for  the 
prev ious  e leven years .  During 
that  tenure ,  Smith was  respon-
s ib le  for  the  EAA AirVenture 
Museum, the  Young Eagles  and 
Chapter  programs,  Membership 
and ul t imate ly,  EAA AirVenture 
Oshkosh – “the  World’s  Great-
es t  Aviat ion Celebrat ion.”  Pr ior 
to  hi s  work in  the  United States , 
Smith curated the  Museum of 
Fl ight  a t  East  For tune for  the 
Nat ional  Museums of  Scot land.

Adam“Adam has  a  unique back-
ground and set  of  ta lents  that 

m a k e  h i m  p e r f e c t  f o r  t h i s  i m -
p o r t a n t  n e w  p o s i t i o n  i n  f u l -
f i l l i n g  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  m i s -
s i o n  o f  t h e  C A F ”  s a i d  S t e p h a n 
C .  B r o w n ,  C A F  P r e s i d e n t  a n d 
C E O .  “ T h e  p l a n n e d  C A F  N a -
t i o n a l  A i r b a s e  w i l l  e s t a b l i s h 
a  w o r l d - c l a s s  a t t r a c t i o n  i n  a 
m a j o r  m e t r o p o l i t a n  a r e a  i n 
Te x a s .  I t  w i l l  h e l p  g e n e r a -
t i o n s  o f  A m e r i c a n s  v a l u e  t h e 
c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  a v i -
a t i o n  i n  a s s u r i n g  o u r  n a t i o n’s 
f r e e d o m .”

“ I  b r i n g  a  d e e p  p a s s i o n  f o r 
t h e  a i r c r a f t  f l o w n  b y  t h e 
C A F  a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  m e s -
s a g e  t h e y  c a r r y,”  s a i d  S m i t h . 
“ T h e  C A F  h a s  b e e n  m a k i n g 
g r e a t  s t r i d e s  a s  a n  o r g a n i z a -
t i o n  a n d  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  a 
w o n d e r f u l  c o m m u n i t y  o f  v o l -
u n t e e r s .  I ’m  s i m p l y  t h r i l l e d 
b y  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h e l p 
t h e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  m o v e  t o  t h e 
n e x t  l e v e l  o f  s u c c e s s .”  ■

Adam Smith sitting in Seafire XV PR503 at Oshkosh in 2010. 
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Past times... March 13 to 26, 1951
By Col. Roger Robert

miles over small coral islands, the 
Tuamotu, which had never been 
overflown previously. There was no 
hope for help in case of an emergency! 
Finally, Captain Taylor made it to 
Easter Island and smoothly alighted 
the Frigate Bird II.

Having refuelled, they finally arrived 
in Valparaiso on March 26, after 
a flight of  8,450 miles. In Chile, 
Captain taylor received the country's 
highest award and all crew members 
were made honorary offiers of the 
Chilean Air Force.

The return flight began on April 4, 
taking the same route. eaving Easter 
Island, the crew had to make use of the 
JATO rockets to take off from a very 
heavy sea..

They reached Mangareva to refuel, 
Tahiti, Aitutaki, Fidji, Nouméa, and 
finally Rose Bay on April 21, 1951. ■

In 1950, Captain Patrick Gordon 
Taylor wanted to reconnoitre a route 
which would join Australia to Chile 
via the central Pacific. The project 
was supported by the Australian 
government. He chose a classic 
Catalina which was named "Frigate 
Bird II".  The aircraft was fitted 
with extra fuel tanks and four JATO 
rockets, which allowed the aircraft 
to take off at maximum weight, even 
from a heavy sea.

In addition to Taylor, the flight crew 
included co-pilots/observers Jack 
Percival and G. H. purvis, radioman 
Argus Allison and mechanic Eugène 
l'Huillier.

On March 13, 1951, the aircraft took 
off from Rose bay in Sydney, with a 
few bags of mail. Flying along the 
coast, they arrived in Grafton, halfway 
between Sydney and Brisbane, to 
check and calibrate their radio. 

They then flew to Nouméa, Fidji, 
where the Royal Air Force made a 
final check of the aircraft. After that, 
the crew was on its own. The aircraft 
was loaded with spare parts, life rafts, 
water and food.

After spending a night in Samoa, they 
flew to Papeete then Mangareva, last 
stop before Easter Island.

They now overflew hundreds of 

FIRST AuSTRALIA-SOuTH AMERICA (CHILE) FLIgHT

Sir Patrick Gordon Taylor 
(21 October 1896 - 15 December 1966)

This Austalian pilot and author was 
one of the great names of aviation 
in the Pacific. He flew in France as 
a fighter pilot in the latter stages of 
World War I and served as an ATA 
ferry pilot during World War II. Tay-
lor was made a knight in 1954. 

•	 1933: second pilot and navigator with 
Charles Kingsford Smith during the 1st 
crossing of the Tasmanian Sea (Austral-
ia-New-Zealand and back).

•	 1933: navigator with Charles Ulm 
(Australia-Great Britain-Australie).

•	 1934: with Charles Kingsford Smith, 1st 
Australia-USA flight,  via Fiji and Ha-
waï.

•	 1939:  navigator with Richard Arch-
bold  during the first flight across the 
Indian Ocean (Australia-Kenya).

•	 1944: 1st flight across the South At-
lantic between Western Australia and 
Chile, via  Tahiti  and  Easter Island. 
For this flight Taylor was awarded the 
Oswald Watt Gold Medal.

The Frigate Bird II crew in Rose Bay before the transoceanic flight. From left to right: 
Percival,  Purvis, Taylor,  Allison and L’Huiller. 

The "Frigate Bird II" Catalina  in flight.
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Compiègne Aéro Classic
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This article is based on a Feb-
ruary 2004 interview by Dan-

iel Bakkenet of his grand-father 
Henry Bakken, a P-47 Thunder-
bolt pilot of the 509th Fighter 
Squadron in World War II. Henry 
Bakken died on November 2, 2011 
aged 91. The 509th Fighter Squad-
ron was part of the 405th Fighter 
Group of the 9th Air Force, which 
gave Allied troops air support dur-
ing the invasion of Europe in 1944 
and 1945. This issue of Airshow is 
dedicated to the memory of Hen-
ry Bakken and to the Thunderbolt 
pilots and mechanics who fought 
to liberate France.

What was air travel like before 
the war? (planes, airports) Was it 
considered a luxury?

It was on a small scale. Planes were 
not fast, and the distance they 
flew wasn’t great. A lot of peo-
ple preferred to go by train, espe-
cially if the weather was bad. Peo-
ple just walked out to the airplane 
from a small building. All stew-
ards had to be registered nurses to 
deal with airsickness because they 
flew so close to the ground, and 
there was lots of turbulence. Boe-
ing built flying boats (4 engines) 
for Pan American that flew across 
the ocean- they were a safety fea-
ture to land if necessary on water. 
They flew from the US to Europe 
and Hawaii. My brother-in-law 
worked on the flying boats for 
Boeing in Seattle. He started in 
1938 or 1939 making 15 cents an 
hour assembling the airplanes. Af-
ter a plane was finished, they took 
it apart, taking the wings and tail 
off, and then floated the barge up 
the river to a naval base on Lake 
Washington where they flew them 
the first time. The Boeing M-280 
was the next plane, and then the 
McDonnell Douglas DC-3, which 
were both propeller-driven and 
had about fifty seats. Boeing Field 
was the only airport other than 
the military bases. Airports had a 
small buillding and control tower, 
and a single runway. Wiley Post 
and Will Rogers were going to fly 
around the world. They took off 

from Boeing field but crash land-
ed on a beach in Alaska and died.

What physical and mental skills 
did you have to learn in order to 
fly?

I  was  a  journeyman carpenter 
when I  appl ied for  f l ight  t ra in-
ing in  the  cadet  program. I  d idn’t 
have  any col lege ,  so  I  d idn’t  have 
a  chance  to  apply  unt i l  they ran 
out  of  co l lege  people .  I  had no 
spec ia l  t ra ining.  It  was  myse l f 

and a  fe l low that  had dr iven a 
beer  t ruck-  we were  the  only  two 
that  hadn’t  been to  col lege .  We 
took the  same tes t  as  the  col lege 
people  [ in  downtown Seat t le - 
and they had tes t s  a l l  a round the 
country,  ant ic ipat ing the  need 
for  1000’s  of  gunners ,  bombar-
diers ,  e tc] ,  with no preparat ion. 
It  la s ted 3-4 hours ,  having to  do 
with reasoning.  I  passed that , 
and the  second day was  a  tes t  of 
coordinat ion.  They had devices 
to  tes t  how steady you were .  The 
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thi rd day was  a  whole  day of 
phys ica l  examinat ion:  eyes  ears , 
nose ,  lungs ,  hear t ,  and musc les . 
Then I  passed and was  accepted 
as  a  cadet .  The beer  t ruck dr iv-
er  made i t ,  but  about  10 of  the 
col lege  guys  washed out .  After 
I  was  sworn in ,  I  went  home on 
leave  and found a  draf t  not ice 
in  the  mai l ,  then went  to  the 
draf t  of f ice  and showed them 
the card.  In those  days  there  was 
no a i r  force  as  a  separate  unit ,  i t 
was  the  Army Air  Corps .  It  be-
came the  Air  Force  in  1947.  I 
was  ca l led up for  ser v ice  in  Jan-
uary  of  1943.  We were  supposed 
to  go to  Santa  Ana,  CA by ra i l -
way.  They had a  scar le t  fever  ep-
idemic  rag ing there ,  and we sat 
in  the  t ra in for  a  few days ,  then 
changed dest inat ions  to  San An-
tonio,  TX.  We arr ived at  Tex-
as  in  January,  and they weren’t 
expect ing s ix  hundred more  ca-
dets .  Then we were  c las s i f ied by 
abi l i ty  to  be  pi lot ,  gunner,  bom-
bardier,  navigator,  or  wash out .  I 
was  there  nine  weeks  and passed 

a l l  the  tes t s .  About  20 percent 
washed out .  One of  them was 
the  cyc lomotor  tes t -  they tes t 
dexter i ty  and abi l i ty  to  do two 
things  at  once .  The best  ones 
become pi lots .  Then we went 
to  San Angelo  for  9  weeks  and 
another  50 percent  washed out . 

Advanced f l ight  t ra ining was  in 
McAl len (a l so  9  weeks) .

What was the first plane you 
flew, and which plane did you fly 
in training?

Primary Trainer PT-19 Uvalde 
(Fairchild) no radios, they’d shoot 
a red flare if you were supposed to 
abort. (60 hours)

BT-13 (Vultee) had a radio in the 
cockpit, for talking to copilot and 
ground. (60 hours) 400 horsepow-
er

Advanced trainer T-6 (North 
American) Mission/McAllen (60 
hours) 600 horsepower had wing 
bombs- practiced dive-bombing 
and strafing with wing guns. That 
was on Matagorda island- gunnery 
school.

We spent a half of the day at 
ground school, starting with sim-
ple math, then algebra. The math 
instructor was from Harvard. He 
wrote formulas with his right hand 
and followed with the eraser in his 
left hand. I didn’t even know what 
they were talking about. My friend 
Dick Barnes tutored me in math, 
and I would tutor him in keeping 
his uniform right and his shoes 
shined. They had an aircraft rec-

Henry Bakken, surrounded by two fellow pilots.
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ognit ion tes t  with head on,  ta i l , 
or  s ide  v iews  of  an a i rp lane.  You 
had to  ident i fy  i t  in  one- f i f th 
of  a  second,  f rom a l l  types  of 
Engl i sh ,  Japanese ,  French,  and 
American bombers  and f ight-
ers .  Theory of  f l ight  was  anoth-
er  course-  l i f t  and aerodynam-
ic  pr inciples .  We woke at  5 :30, 
then marched of f  to  breakfas t . 
Then ground school  f rom 9:00-
12:00.  The c las ses  inc luded mi l -
i tar y  and government .  Fl ight 
school  was  a f ter  lunch.  I ’d  never 
been in  an a i rp lane.  The instruc-
tor  took me up for  a  shor t  r ide , 
sa id  “thi s  i s  the  s t ick ,  th i s  i s  the 
rudder,  th i s  i s  the  mixture  con-
tro l -  now you take  over.”  He’d 
say  “a  l i t t le  b i t  more  rudder,  and 
bank a  l i t t le  more  on the  turn.” 
There  were  about  200 a i rp lanes 
in  the  a i r,  so  you had to  look 
a l l  d i rect ions ,  above and be low, 
before  turning.  We usual ly  l ined 
up with a  fence  and f lew a long a 
l ine .  After  you’d done that  for  a 
few minutes ,  he’d  say  “put  i t  in 
a  d ive ,  then pul l  up in  a  s teep 
c l imb,  then turn to  the  le f t ,  to 
the  r ight ,  then dive  down on the 
fence .”  We’d do that  for  ha l f  an 
hour.  It ’s  ca l led f ly ing by the 
seat  of  pants  because  you can 
te l l  i f  you’re  control l ing the  a i r -
cra f t  i f  you’re  s i t t ing f i rmly in 
the  seat .  We learned to  f ly  with 
instruments  by having a  hood 
placed over  the  t ra inee’s  cock-
pi t .  Al l  the  t ra iners  had a  f ront 
seat  and back seat .  They had 

a  funnel  with a  rubber  tube for 
ta lk ing with the  instructor.

P-40 (Curtiss) 1100 horsepow-
er (10 hours) all fighter/bombers 
no weapons training, just flight. I 
flew a brand new one, called the 
“N” model. I was the first cadet 
to fly it. I took off from Browns-
ville, and then we had to practice 
stalls. I did one stall and the tow-
er called; they had a code word for 
when the clouds moved up the Rio 
Grande and became solid at 500 
feet. So all 15 of us in the air had 
to land on one runway, often 3 at 
a time. You had to lean out the 
side of the P-40 to see around the 
nose when landing, and you had a 
tendency to turn to the side- your 
depth perception has to be pret-
ty good. After I landed safely, The 
instructor was ready to hug me- 
“You brought it back in one piece!” 

I only had ½ hour in it, and had to 
come in for an emergency landing. 
Then a regular P-40 landed and 
broke off the wheels and propeller 
and turned into a smoking heap, 
but the pilot walked away. I had 
ten days break in Seattle, and then 
left on Christmas day. I rode the 
trains to Tallahassee for training 
in the P-47. Trains were the only 
way to get around long-distance. 
You could never depend on getting 
anyplace by plane. You’d have to 
stop 10 times to get from Seattle 
to Tallahassee.

Describe flying the P-47. (in-
struments, controls, airframe, 
weapons, visibility, etc.)

It was made by Republic and 
weighed 7 tons, or 14,000 pounds. 
It had a 1422 horsepower Pratt & 
Whitney radial engine with 18 

The P-47D-22-RE Thunderbolt flown by Henry Bakken with the 509th Fighter Squadron, named "Fat Cat".
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Henry Bakken's Thunderbolt "Fat Cat", probably on a temporary airstrip in 
France.
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cylinders in 2 banks of 9. There 
was a turbocharger under the 
airplane which diverted the ex-
haust on either side of the cock-
pit which ran a turbine. It was 
designed to be a high-altitude 
fighter. Above 18000 feet the 
atmosphere is thin and the tur-
bocharger kicks in. I didn’t fly 
much above 12000. For every 
1000 feet you climb, the ground-
speed increases 2 percent relative 
to the airspeed. The Hurricane 
the Spitfire and the Typhoon 
were used in Britain in 1943, 
and then the first P-47 group 
came over and wiped out almost 
the whole German air force in 
3 years. There were lots of aces 
with 30 kills flying P-47’s. Then 
the P-51 came along and had a 
vulnerable cooling system which 
was easily damaged. P-47’s could 
absorb a lot of punishment; they 
could even run on 9 cylinders. 
We carried bombs and napalm 
and fragmentation bombs. You 
can just imagine the damage we 
could do when we chewed up a 
convoy or railroad. We would 
attack troop transports with 50 
caliber bullets which were ar-
mor-piercing and attacked with 
a group of 12 airplanes. Often 
we came in with two 500-pound 
bombs on a tank or a bridge, a 
dug-in emplacement, or a train. 
We bombed factories and oil re-
fineries. One time we were try-
ing to knock a dam out with two 
1000-pound bombs. We dropped 
them in the water with a de-
layed fuse and let the current 
carry them to the dam. The ex-
plosions made cracks in the dam 
but didn’t destroy it. Our mis-
sions were all short. We were lo-
cated as close to the front as we 
could be and still be safe. We 
were 5 minutes flying time from 
the front. We’d get briefed in 
the morning, take off with the 
fueled and armed aircraft, and 
then be over enemy in five min-
utes. My crew chief would often 
only get 2 hours of sleep. Gun-
nery people had to clean the bar-
rels and reload ammo while the 
crew chief would check the en-

gine. They slept when we were 
flying. Missions lasted not over 
3 hours. We flew about 8000 
feet above the 20mm antiaircraft 
guns, which had a range of 7000 
feet. The 40 and 88 millim-
eter guns were effective up to 
50,000 feet. If there was heavy 
fire we’d go down and take them 
out with our eight 50’s; it was 
an awe-inspiring sight. German 
troops wore white in the winter 
and if they looked up, we saw 
their faces and strafed them. Af-
ter the war Uncle Carl talked to 
a German in an ice cream shop. 
He said that all people who flew 
P-47’s “should be put to death” 
because they inflicted such ter-
rible casualties. American infan-
try wouldn’t go anywhere unless 
they had air cover. We were in the 
tactical air force supporting Pat-
ton. The 17th Panzer Grenadiers 
were giving him a hard time, and 
he wanted them knocked out. He 
found out through army intelli-
gence that all their officers gath-
ered at noon and had a hot meal. 
He called our group and asked 
us to hit them with 12 airplanes 
right at 12 o'clock. We dropped 
our bombs with 10-second fuses 
and all the officers were in there. 
The entire tent and surrounding 
area, including the trees, went 
up in a huge fireball, and they 
were all killed. Patton wrote us 
a letter about the strike and said 

it knocked the entire division out 
for 2 months. One time his troops 
uncovered warehouses full of Ger-
man wine and he’d divvy it up, and 
we’d drink wine with our meal. He 
was a soldier’s soldier.

England was the first base of op-
erations. We operated in Christch-
urch and flew across the Channel 
on runs into France. On D-Day we 
flew over the troops landing and 
softened up targets inland. The 
battleships fired 16-inch shells at 
4-foot thick concrete bunkers and 
knocked them on their sides. I lat-
er drove a motorcycle to Cher-
bourg and we could smell dead 
people in the rubble of the bun-
kers. When we flew, we went after 
targets of opportunity, like trains 
and convoys. After that we were 
based St. Mere Eglise and contin-
ued to drive the Germans back. 
We had an episode where Patton’s 
army surrounded 400,000 Ger-
man troops. They all surrendered 
and were herded to fields with no 
tents, no food, and just stood up 
because there wasn’t room to sit 
down. They were contained by 
roads with barbed wire and jeeps 
patrolling with machine guns. 
They finally got some water and 
food and were moved out to camps 
in Allied countries. You could get 
all kinds of German weapons: ri-
fles, pistols, and shotguns from 
the captured troops. In 1944 we 

This picture gives a clearer view of the aircraft's nose art. The very large size of 
the Thunderbolt's fuselage made it an ideal candidate for elaborate nose art.
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captured Paris. Our fighter group 
then moved to 40 miles south-
west of Paris, to the town of St. 
Dizier, at an abandoned German 
airfield. Then the Bulge came in 
Belgium. The Germans attacked 
a green American division fresh 
from the States and overran the 
whole division, then they tried 
to close the port at Antwerp to 
stop reinforcements from coming. 
The weather was so bad that we 
couldn’t fly. The army was trying 
to hold the Germans back with-
out air support, and then the 
weather broke and all  the German 
equipment and troops were out 
in the open. We crossed over Ver-
dun and crossed into Luxembourg 
and shot convoys bringing fuel to 
the tanks. We shot one fuel truck, 
which exploded and caught the 
entire convoy up in flames. We 
made all  our bombs count and 
radioed for more planes. We had 
12 groups of 12 planes. We wiped 
them out. That ended the Bulge. 
We flew for 4 days, from morning 
to noon, and then we were off. 
We’d fly back and load up, have 
a cup of coffee, then head back 
out, often flying 6 missions in 5 
hours. We wiped out so many ve-

hicles that all  the German army 
had left was horse-drawn carriag-
es.

I flew home in a B-24 from Prest-
wick, Scotland, stopping in Ice-
land and sleeping in the bomb 
bay. We landed in Newfoundland. 
It had a been on a bombing run 
in Germany, and then sheltered in 
Sweden. They added up our awards 
and time of service to calculate 
our points. If we had enough, we 
could go home instead of more 
fighting in the East. But we had 
to wait a long time, because the 
priority was given to planes go-
ing east, not west. We landed in 
Bangor and took the train to Fort 
Lewis, Washington. Then I took 
the bus home to Seattle.

What new technology and ad-
vances in design did the P-47 
have? (engine, airframe, guns)

It seems like every 2 months they 
came out with a new model, new 
improvements. They all handled 
the same. First they had the ra-
zorback, then the bubble top. 
The P-47 was more powerful than 
the P-40. It had more firepower, 

it turned sharper, and took more 
punishment. P-38’s had two en-
gines,  but no torque (pulling to 
one side during takeoff ) because 
the two propellers turning in op-
posite directions canceled each 
other out. P-47’s had steel armor 
behind the seat, gas tanks in the 
wings, and behind the pilot. They 
also had water tanks for cooling the 
engine. Our instruments included 
manifold pressure, rpm, altimeter, 
needle and ball, artificial horizon, 
temperature, oil pressure, amme-
ter, and a radio with 4 channels. 
They had no ejection seat, but you 
did have a parachute pack on your 
seat, with a rubber dinghy. You 
could eject the canopy and stand 
up in the seat to be blown outside. 
You had an oxygen mask with a ra-
dio inside. One guy had a really 
long mustache. He would start to 
sweat, the sweat would drip down 
his mustache, and he would get 
shocked by the radio.

Was the P-47 superior to enemy 
planes you encountered?

They were pretty equal. I only saw 
German planes on maybe 10 mis-
sions, usually in groups of 2. We 

Henry Bakken standing in front of a "bubbletop" Thunderbolt with no camouflage or invasion stripes. Note the metallic 
lattice layed on the ground, to prevent the nearly 8 tons of the Thunderbolt from bogging down in mud on the hastily set 
up Advanced Landing Grounds
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mostly flew in groups of 4: the ele-
ment leader, the wingman, and the 
flight leaders. One time the flight 
leader was shot down by a tank be-
cause he was flying too slow. Then 
the element leader was shot down 
by antiaircraft fire, and the pilot 
bailed out and ran into the woods 
to hide. I was the only one left. 
I had to find my way back home 
and I was alone. I climbed as fast 
as I could and 2 German ME109’s 
jumped me. I fired a burst at them 
head-on, and they turned away. 
They didn’t want to fly into those 
big eight 50’s. I kept looking to see 
if they were going to jump me, but 
they hit the deck and stayed low. 
Then I got a heading from the con-
troller after giving the password for 
the day. I forgot to turn on my IFF 
(friendly indicator beacon) and was 
shot at by my own ground forces. 
Once I turned it on, the ground 
fire stopped immediately. Then the 
other pilot returned, the one whose 
barrels had burnt out. He claimed 
that I had shot him down, but I 
told him that anyone would be able 
to see from my gun camera that I 
hadn’t, and that he had been stupid 
enough to burn out his gun barrels. 
He just turned and walked away.

Did they have any problems or 
design flaws?

When they  were  fu l l y  loaded , 
they  needed  longer  runways .  I 
f l ew 90  mis s ions ,  and  i t  go t  me 

back  eve r y  t ime .  One  t ime  the 
eng ine  was  h i t  by  enemy f i re . 
One  o f  the  magnetos  qu i t  and 
I  on ly  had  9  cy l inder s .  My en-
g ine  qu i t  a f t e r  l and ing ,  and  I 
had  to  re s t a r t  i t  and  ge t  o f f  the 
runway  because  o ther  p l anes 
were  wa i t ing  wi th  low fue l . 
When I  s t a r t ed  the  p lane ,  my 
exhaus t  shot  out  50  f ee t  be -
h ind  me because  the  fue l  go ing 
through ha l f  o f  the  cy l inder s 
wasn’t  i gn i t ing  unt i l  i t  h i t  the 
exhaus t  sy s t em.  Then a  capta in 
came over  and  t r i ed  to  s t a r t  i t , 
but  more  f l ames  shot  out  and 
he  gave  up.

What  other  new types  o f 
p lanes  were  used  in  the  war? 
( j e t  p lanes? )  Were  the  p lanes 
d i f ferent  than before?  How 
were  des igns  inf luenced  by 
the  war?

The Germans  had  the  ME262 
j e t  f i ghte r,  and  Be l l  had  a  j e t . 
Boe ing  bu i l t  the  B-29  bomber, 
a  4 -eng ine  prop-dr iven  p lane . 
Boe ing  bu i l t  the  B-47  twin  en-
g ine  j e t  bomber,  which  i s  s t i l l 
a t  the  museum.  Then they 
bu i l t  the  B-52 ,  a  h igh  a l t i -
tude  j e t  bomber,  which  i s  s t i l l 
in  s e r v i ce .  The  Eng l i sh  bu i l t  a 
pa s senger  a i rp lane  ca l l ed  the 
Comet .  Then Boing  bu i l t  the 
707 ,  the  f i r s t  pa s senger  j e t l in -
e r,  then  the  727 ,  then  the  747 . 
McDonne l l  Doug la s  bu i l t  lo t s 

o f  pa s senger  p l anes .  The  DC-4 
was  the  l a s t  p rope l l e r  dr iven 
pas senger  l ine r,  then  the  DC-6 
and  the  DC-10.  Lockheed  was 
s t i l l  bu i ld ing  pas senger  p l anes .

What  was  a i r  t rave l  a f ter  the 
war  l ike? 

The major  a i r l ine s  were  Pan 
Amer ican ,  Uni ted ,  Nor thwes t , 
Eas te rn ,  Cont inenta l ,  Wes te rn , 
A la ska ,  and  De l ta .  One  a i rc ra f t 
took  o f f  f rom Boe ing  f i e ld  and 
l anded  on  the  h i l l s ide  nor th 
o f  u s .  It  c ra shed  and  burned , 
they  were  a l l  s tudent s  on  vaca -
t ion .  Then there  was  another 
p l ane  tha t  c ra shed  shor t  o f  the 
runway.  When I  was  prac t i c -
ing  l and ings  a t  Sea -Tac  r ight 
a f t e r  the  war,  the re  was  ju s t 
a  tower  there .  I  took  o f f  to -
ward  the  nor thwes t  and  f l ew 
r ight  over  my fo lk s  house  and 
changed  prop  p i t ch  over  the i r 
house  to  make  more  no i se ,  and 
on  l and ing  I  f l ew over  my s i s -
t e r ’s  house  in  my BT-13.  I  had 
to  ge t  4  hour s  a  month  f l y ing 
t ime  to  ge t  f l i ght  pay,  which 
I  d id  fo r  a  month  be fore  l eav -
ing  fo r  Texas .  I  s t ayed  in  s e r -
v i ce  unt i l  1947 a t  San  Anto-
n io.  Then I  came to  Sea t t l e 
and  s t a r t ed  be ing  a  ca rpente r 
aga in ,  a l though I  was  s t i l l  in 
the  re se r ve s  unt i l  1953.

How did  the  Sea-Tac  a i rpor t 
grow?

Sea-Tac  was  a l ready  in  p lace 
when I  re turned  f rom the  war. 
It  was  ca l l ed  Bow Lake  Ai r -
f i e ld .  I  wanted  to  ge t  some f l y -
ing  t ime ,  and  they  had  some 
a rmy t ra iner s .  The  BT13 a rmy 
t ra iner,  ca l l ed  the  Va l i ant ,  was 
the  p lane ;  i t  had  a  2 - speed 
prop.  I  took  o f f  and  l anded , 
prac t i c ing  t akeof f s  and  l and-
ings ,  a round 1945.  ■

Another moment fof peace, here in France.
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The editor would like to 
thank M. Daniel Bakken for 
this interview and pictures.



15

Illustrations: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.BravoBravoAviation.com

Battle colours: Republic P-47 Thunderbolt

This P-47D-16-RE was assigned to Captain Charles Mohrle of the 510th Fighter Squa-
dron, 405th Fighter Group, which supported advancing Allied troops in France in 
1944. Prior to the invasion, this group was based in Christchurch alongside Henry Bak-
ken's unit. Mohrle was a Texan, and adorned his mount with the appropriate nose art 
and name.

"Doogan" was another 9th Air Force P-47, and was flown by Joseph K. Kirkup of the  
22nd Fighter Squadron, 36th Fighter Group. At the end of the year 1944, this aircraft's 
dorsal antenna mast was painted in red and white stripes reminiscent of Christmas-time 
"candy canes".

This "bubbletop" was not 9th Air Force, but was the personal aircraft of Major Francis 
"Gabby" Gabreski, the famous American ace of Polish origins who led the 56th Fighter 
Group and turned the P-47 into a fearsome fighter. Flying the P-47, Gabreski was cre-
dited with 28 aerial kills in Europe, and another 6.5 in Korea flying the F-86.

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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