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EDITORIAL

would like to welcome
I two new wing members:
Laurent C., recruited by
our Adjutant Officer Gaéeél
Darquet, and my friend
Guillaume H. You will
be able to make their
acquaintance during
the upcoming French
Wing meetings, the most
important being our annual
fly-in which will take place
on May 24. If you would
like to participate in these
events, please contact
Bertrand Brown as soon as

possible.

ou will also read in
Y these pages about the
details of our new Piper
Cub sponsorship system.
To make things easier to
manage, we have decided
to have the annual dues
and the sponsorships paid
at the same time, during
the month of April. It is
therefore time for all of us

to pay these dues!

Stéphane Duchemin

Photo: S. Duchemin
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PHOTO-REPORT:
NORMANDY TANK MUSEUM
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PIPR CUB "SPIRIT F LEWIS"
SPONSORSHIPS & FRENCH WING
ANNUAL DUES




Airshow - Public Edition |

Airshow is the monthly newsletter of the CAF French
Wing. This "public" edition is meant for people who
are not members of the association. Content which is
for members only may have been removed from this edi-
tion.

To subscribe to the public edition of Airshow, go to our
website and fill in the subscription form:

Subscribe to the public edition of Airshow

NB: Subscription to the public edition of Airshow is
completely free and can be cancelled at any time. Your
personal data is solely used for the purpose of managing

your subscription and will remain strictly confidential.
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French Wing airshows
(2014 season)

Carrefour de 1'Air

THIS CONTENT IS FOR Saturday 26 & Sunday 27 April
French Wing annual fly-in

MEMBERS ONLY Saturday 24 May

La Ferté-Alais airshow
Friday 6 to Sunday 8 June

Compiegne Aéro Classic
Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 June
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Past times... April 9, 1937

By Col. Roger Robert

he Asahi Shinbum, the “Rising

Sun newspaper” and greatest
Japanese daily newspaper, created in
1879, had begun sponsoring major
events and purchased the second
prototype of the Mitsubishi Ki-15,
Type 97 (1) to visit Europe and

promote Japan.

While the Type 97 was known
as “Karigane” (wild goose), the
newspaper named the prototype the
“Kamikaze” (divine wind). It was
decided to send the aircraft for King
George VI's coronation, an event
which the Japanese imperial family

was to attend.

The aircraft was of Japanese design
and was intended to demonstrate
Japanese technology: it was an all-
metal monoplane with fixed landing
gear, and a superb paint finish of blue
and grey, with the rising sun emblem
on the wingtips and fuselage sides.

The “Kamikaze” was to set the

The Mitsubishi Ki-15 "Kamikaze" upon its arrival in London.

FROM TOKYO TO LONDON WITH A MITSUBISHI KI-15

first FAI-recognized record held
by a Japanese crew. Taking off
from Tokyo on April 6, 1937, the
aircraft flew to Taihoku (Taipeh,
Formosa (2236 km), then Hanoi
(1170 km) and Vientiane in
French Indochina (785 km). It
then flew to Calcutta (1770 km)

and Jodhpur-Karachi (1590 + 615
km) in British India. The following
flights took it to Bassorah (2010
km) and Bagdad (625 km) in Irak,
followed by Athens (2059 km), Rome
(1150 km) and Paris (1150 km also).
The “Kamikaze” landed at Croydon

on April 9. The flight lasted 94

Masaaki Iinuma (pilot) and Kenji Tsugagoshi (navigator)



15 357 km
en 94 heures et 17 minutes

hours, 17 minutes and 56 seconds,
at an average of 162,8 km/h, a low
speed imposed by fuel economy.
The actual flight time over the
15,357 km distance was 51 hours,
19 minutes and 23 seconds.

Pilot Masaaki Iinuma (1912-1941)
and navigator Kenji Tsugagoshi
(1900-1943)
aeronautical feat... which they did

achieved a true
again on the return leg, leaving on
May 14 to reach Osaka in Japan
on the 20th and Tokyo's Haneda
airport on the 21st.

The
Japan were to die during the war:
linuma died near Phnom Penh
11, 1941,
disappeared without

two “immortal” heroes of

on December and

Tsugagoshi

India
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trace in the Indian Ocean in 1943
while ferrying the Tachikawa Ki-77
prototype to Germany.

On December 10, 1941, a
Mitsubishi Type 97 (Ki-15)
overflew the British battleship
HMS Prince of Wales the
battle HMS Repulse
heading for Singapore. Thanks to

and
cruiser

the two small windows placed at
the bottom of the fuselage, the
radioman of the aircraft was able
to confirm the identities of both
ships, which were only protected
by a loose group of destroyers.

A short time later, off the coast

both

submitted to an

of Malaysia, ships were
intense bomb

and torpedo attack launched by

Another view of the Mitsubishi Ki-15 "Kamikaze", registered J-BAAI

Japan
TOEYLD

Japanese G3M Nell and G4M
Betty bombers. Both ships were
sunk after two hours of heavy

fighting.
The Ki-15, nicknamed
“Babs” by the Allies, was

used for reconnaissance, light
bombardment and

support until the end of 1942,

troop

after which it was relegated to
training duties and was also
used as a... “Kamikaze” suicide
plane. m

(1) Type 97 : The designation system
used by the Imperial Japanese Navy
and Army was established in 1927.
It designated  aircraft
service with the last two digits of

entering

the year according to the imperial
Japanese calendar. The years are
counted from the beginning of the
reign of Emperor Jimmu in 660 BC.
An aircraft entering service in the
year 2597 (1937 in the Gregorian
calendar) was therefore the Type 97.

(2) On October 13, 1930, Japanese
pilot Seiji Yoshihara made the first
[flight from Berlin to Tokyo, but this
was achieved by flying a Junkers 50
of German design.
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Article and photos by Col. Stéphane

Duchemin.

he Normandy Tank Museum

opened last year and has al-
ready become a must for anyone
visiting the battlefields of D-
Day and the Battle of Norman-
dy. It can easily be reached from
Caen by taking the N13 towards
Carentan.

The location of the museum is
interesting for aviation enthu-
siasts, as it is built on the for-
mer Advanced Landing Ground
A-10, a temporary airfield used
by USAF fighter groups from
June to September 1944. Some
450 metres of the former runway
have already been restored, and
it should soon be extended.

The building is large and well
designed. Despite its size, it is
filled by a large and splendid col-
lection of vehicles and armoured
vehicles. There is not much in
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the way of multimedia attrac-
tions, but real-life size
scenes with mannequins and di-
oramas. The aviation enthusiasts
will be pleased to see a Piper L-4
and a Stearman in magnificent
Navy colours on display. Being
very fond about the Stearman, I

might be a bit biased. ;-)

many

The museum offers tank rides

and will soon be adding Cub

flights over the landing sites.

This museum was created by the
Nerrant family: Patrick, the fa-
ther, and his sons Olivier and
Stephane are true enthusiasts
who work very hard to develop
their project. Any help will be
welcome and they can be con-
tacted through their website
http://www.normandy-tank-muse-
um.fr/ or on their Facebook page. m



http://www.normandy-tank-museum.fr/
http://www.normandy-tank-museum.fr/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Normandy-Tank-Museum-A10-Airfield/284382675024049?fref=ts
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he Normandy Tank
Musem is based on
the A-10 Advanced
Landing Ground in Carentan.
Built on June 15, 1944 by IX
Engineering Command, 826th

former

Engineer Aviation Battalion,
this airfield was
June to August 1944 to the
P-47 Thunderbolts of the
50th Fighter Group and P-38
the 370th
Fighter Group, both belonging
to the US 9th Air Force. The

home from

Lightnings of

base was quite simple, with
installations grouped around
a 1,500 m
plank

pierced steel

runway. The aircraft
flew against German convoys
and troop concentrations in
Normandy. This

well-known

photo  depicts P-47D-22-
RE (s/n 42-25904) "Lethal
Liz I1", surrounded by

liberated French cattle. Also
of interest is the belly-landed
the

background, which was flown

photo-recon Spitfire in

by the US Navy despite
its RAF markings. As the
frontline moved towards
Germany, the field was no
longer needed and closed on

November 4, 1944.
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Battle colours: Messerschmiftt Bf 109G

[llustrations: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaétan Marie) www.BravoBravoAviation.com

JagdGeschwader 77 "Herz As" (hearts of aces) in August 1943. Steinhoff finished the war on the Me 262 jet fighter |
and was instrumental in the post-war rebirth of the Luftwaffe. He died in 1994.

Oblt. Franz Schief§ was credited with 67 victories gained in 657 combat missions: fourteen were achieved on the
Eastern Front, and 53 in the West. Flying with 8./]G 53, based in Tunisia in February 1943, he flew this Bf 109G-
4 "Trop " with the distinctive "tropical” air filter on the side. He was killed in aerial combat on September 2, 1943.
With 17 P-38 Lightning shot down, he was the most successful Luftwaffe pilot against the American twin-engine

fighter.

Fw. Heinrich Bartels was another great German ace and was credited with 99 aerial vicrories. He flew this Bf
109G-6 of 11./]G 27 from Kalamaki, Greece, in November 1943. He was killed in combat on December 23,

1944 over Germany.
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JOIN THE
FRENCH WING!

passionate

Are

about

you
warbirds and
historical aviation?

Join the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air

Force!

The annual dues are
only 50€ (approx. $68),
and newcomers will
receive a free thirty-
minute flight in the
French Wing's Piper
Cub!

You can contribute
to the French Wing's

activities according to
your preferences, skills
and availability and be
part of a group of people

sharing one passion.

the French

contact us by

To join
Wing,

email (see below).

FOR FRENCH WING

NEAREST RECRUITING STATION

(" The CAF French Wing is a non—profit\
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and regis-
tered under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel
dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader: Col. Stéphane DUCHEMIN
email: president@caffrenchwing.fr

Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN

email: vice-president@caffrenchwing.fr

Finance Officer: Jean-Yves CERCY

email: tresorier@vcaffrenchwing.fr

Adjutant Officer : Gaél DARQUET

email: secretaire@caffrenchwing. fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the
French Wing of the Commemorative Air
Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete
reproduction of the articles and the il-
lustrations published in this monthly
forbidden without the
agreement of the FW. Please write to

Newsletter is

the Association at the following ad-

dress: 9 rue de la Chapelle - 77710

\_Saint Ange le Vieil - FRANCE. Y,
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