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EDITORIAL

A t a t ime when CAF CEO 

Steve Brown is dragging 

the headquarters in an 

expensive and point less move 

from Midland to Dal las,  I  would 

l ike to insist  on the necessi ty 

of  staying in touch and in good 

terms with the Squadrons 

and Wings who are the t rue 

guardians of  the CAF's spir i t . 

Roger Robert 's  art ic le on the 

Rocky Mountain Wing is an 

excel lent  i l lustrat ion of  the 

spir i t  of  these Colonels who 

welcomed him very warmly 

dur ing his v is i t  in Grand 

Junct ion.

O n Apri l  19,  a few of  our 

members gathered at  the 

hangar to make an inventory 

of  the Rearwin Sportster 

8500 parts in our possession. 

We wi l l  short ly let  you know 

of our plans concerning this 

restorat ion project .

O n Apri l  26 and 27, the 

French Wing was present 

at  the Air  & Space museum 

in Le Bourget for  the annual 

“Carrefour de l 'Air”  meet ing 

of  aviat ion associat ions, 

museums and col lectors.  The 

weather was poor and vis i tors 

scarce, but maintaining contact 

wi th s imi lar  ent i t ies and 

present ing the French Wing to 

a few interested vis i tors just i f ied 

our presence.

O ur next meet ing wi l l  be the 

annual  f ly- in on Saturday 

the 24th of  May. There is a 

growing and worthwhi le l is t  of 

at tending aircraf t ,  and we hope 

CAF French Wing Fly-in: Sat. May 24th

many of  you wi l l  jo in us for  lunch. 

We wi l l  unvei l  a commemorat ive 

plate dedicated to the memory 

of  Bernard Del f ino,  in presence 

of  h is wi fe Fumiko as wel l  as his 

daughter Yur i  and her fami ly.

 Stéphane Duchemin

Rocky Mountain Wing
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .

http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/airshow-newsletter/
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NEWS
City of Dallas to become home to the new 
Commemorative Air Force National AirBASE

The  Commemora t i ve   A i r 
Fo rc e ' s  Headqua r t e r s  r e c en t -
l y  announced  on  the i r  web s i t e 
tha t  the  c i t y  o f  Da l l a s  had  been 
s e l e c t ed  fo r  the  imp l an t a t i on 
o f  the  ne w  "CAF Nat iona l  A i r -
ba s e " .  Some  HQ pe r sonne l  w i l l 
b e  s en t  t o  Da l l a s  by  the  end 
o f  the  ye a r  w i th  the  r e s t  b e ing 
t r an s f e r red  when  the  ne w  in -
s t a l l a t i on s  w i l l  b e  bu i l t ,  by  the 
end  o f  2015 . 

The  ne w  ba s e  w i l l  i n c lude  a 
"wor ld - c l a s s  a v i a t i on  v i s i t o r  a t -
t ra c t i on  [ . . . ]  u s in g  t h e  v e r y  b e s t 
o f  mode r n  d i s p l a y  t e chn ique s , 
i n c lud ing  in t e ra c t i v e  d i s p l a y s , 
4D mov i e  e xp e r i en c e s  and  h y -
p e r - re a l i s t i c  f l i gh t  s imu la t o r s ." 
The  in i t i a l  40  mi l l i on -do l l a r 
budge t  w i l l  b e  r a i s ed  to  mee t 
the s e  goa l s .

Da l l a s  mayor  Mike  Rawl ing s , 
a  s t rong  p roponen t  o f  the  ne w 
a i rba s e ,  ha s  we l comed  the  HQ' s 
dec i s i on s  and  in i t i a l  t e rms  have 
been  re a ched  w i th  the  c i t y  r e -
g a rd ing  the  p ropos ed  l e a s e  and 
a s soc i a t ed  f inanc i a l  a r r ange -
ment s .

The  Na t iona l  A i rba s e  w i l l  b e -
come  home  s ymbo l i c  CAF  a i r -
c r a f t  such  a s  B -29  "Fi f i "  and 
B-24  "Diamond  L i l " ,  a s  we l l  a s 
v in t age  f i gh t e r s  and  t r an spo r t 
a i r c r a f t .  ■

Above and below: Artist views of the proposed CAF National Airbase.

Above: Commemorative Air Force aircraft gathered for a "photo op" at Dallas 
Executive Airport after the annoucement of the HQ's decision.
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NEWS

MEMBERS ONLY

Furniture wanted!

We are looking for some used furni-
ture in order to finish setting up the 
mezzanine in the hangar in Le Plessis-
Belleville.

A convertible couch would be very 
welcome, as would be a coffee table.

If you have such furniture that you 
don't use anymore and would be will-
ing to give to the French Wing, please 
contact Stéphane Duchemin so that 
we can recuperate it and install it in 
the hangar.

 Sponsorships 

Piper J-3

Sponsors make it us possible for us to keep 
our Piper Cub flying. To thank sponsors 
for their generosity, free flight time is 
included with the sponsorships:

- Flying Sponsor : 250€ or ($250) annual 
fee, with 60 minutes of flight time.
- Restoration Sponsor : 125€ or ($125), 
with 30 of flight time.
- Supporting Sponsor : 50€ (or $50), 
with 15 minutes of flight time.

MEMBERS ONLY

MEMBERS ONLY
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CAF French Wing partners

http://www.roygrinnell.com
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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News

"Spirit of Lewis" in piloter Mag!

O u r  P i p e r  J - 3  C u b  " S p i r -
i t  o f  L e w i s "  a n d  t h e 

C A F  F r e n c h  W i n g  w e r e  f e a -
t u r e d  i n  t h e  l a t e s t  i s s u e  o f 
t h e  F r e n c h  a v i a t i o n  m a g a -
z i n e  " P i l o t e r  M a g " ( N o .  4 6 , 
M a y - J u n e  2 0 1 4 ) ,  w h i c h  i n -
c l u d e s  a  s p e c i a l  r e p o r t  a b o u t 
t h e  l e g e n d a r y  P i p e r  C u b ,  a 
c l a s s i c  a i r c r a f t  w h o s e  o r i g i n s 
a r e  o f t e n  u n k n o w n  b y  a v i a -
t i o n  e n t h u s i a s t s .  T h e  a r t i c l e 
a l s o  f e a t u r e s  p r o f i l e s  b y  o u r 
E x e c u t i v e  O f f i c e r  B e r t r a n d 
B r o w n ,  w h o  d r a w s  u n d e r  t h e 
n a m e  " G a ë t a n  M a r i e " .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c l a s s i c  a i r c r a f t 
a m a t e u r s  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  t o 

a n  a r t i c l e  a n d  p i l o t  r e p o r t 
o n  o n e  o f  t h e  f e w  a i r w o r -
t h y  R y a n  P T- 2 2  " R e c r u i t " 
i n  E u r o p e .

F I L E :  P i p e r  C u b

T h e  C u b  f a m i l y  i s  c o m -
p r i s e d  o f  s e v e r a l  h i g h - w i n g 
t a n d e m  t w i n - s e a t e r s  d e -
s i g n e d  i n i t i a l l y  b y  t h e  Ta y -
l o r  b r o t h e r s  b e f o r e  p r o -
d u c t i o n  w a s  t a k e n  o v e r  b y 
P i p e r  A i r c r a f t  w h e n  W i l -
l i a m  P i p e r  b o u g h t  t h e  Ta y -
l o r  f a c t o r y .  O n e  h a s  t o  g o 
t h r o u g h  a  g o o d  p o r t i o n  o f 
t h e  a l p h a b e t  b e f o r e  f i n a l -
l y  r e a c h i n g  t h e  f a m o u s  J - 3 

v e r s i o n  d e s i g n e d  i n  t h e  l a t e 
1 9 3 0 s .  T h o u s a n d s  o f  p i l o t s , 
m i l i t a r y  a n d  c i v i l i a n ,  w e r e 
t r a i n e d  o n  t h e  t h o u s a n d s 
o f  C u b s  t h a t  w e r e  b u i l t  o n 
t h e  L o c k  H a v e n  p r o d u c t i o n 
l i n e s .  T h e  C u b  i s  s t i l l  a  c o m -
m o n  s i g h t  i n  a e r o - c l u b s  a n d 
f l i g h t  s c h o o l s ,  m a k i n g  i t 
q u i t e  w o r t h y  o f  a  s p e c i a l  r e -
p o r t . . .  Tw e n t y - f o u r  w e l l - i l -
l u s t r a t e d  p a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  6 
p r o f i l e s ,  t o  ( r e ) d i s c o v e r  t h e 
s t o r y  o f  t h i s  c l a s s i c  a i r c r a f t 
t h a t  b e c a m e  a  l e g e n d . . .

M A G A Z I N E

Te s t  F l i g h t :  P i p e r  L - 4 H 
G r a s s h o p p e r

T h i s  i s  t h e  m i l i t a r y  v e r s i o n 
o f  t h e  P i p e r  J - 3  C u b ,  w i t h 
t h e  m a i n  d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g 
t h e  e x t e n d e d  g l a z e d  s u r f a c e 
a n d  m i l i t a r y  l i v e r y.  T h e  t e s t 
a i r c r a f t  o n l y  r e c e n t l y  a r -
r i v e d  i n  F r a n c e  a n d  i s  i d e n -
t i c a l  t o  t h e  G r a s s h o p p e r s 
w h i c h  a r r i v e d  i n  F r a n c e  i n 
1 9 4 4  a f t e r  t h e  N o r m a n d y 
l a n d i n g s . . .

R e p o r t :  P T- 2 2  R e c r u i t

O f  m o r e  t h a n  1 , 0 0 0  b u i l t  
b y  R y a n ,  f e w e r  t h a n  1 0  P T-
2 2  a r e  s t i l l  a i r w o r t h y  i n  E u -
r o p e   n o w a d a y s .  T h e  P T-
2 2  ( P r i m a r y  Tr a i n e r )  w a s 
u s e d  a s  a n  i n i t i a l  t r a i n e r  f o r 
t h o u s a n d s  b y  m i l i t a r y  p i l o t s 
s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I . 
W i t h  i t s  s p e e d y  s i l h o u e t t e , 
n a t u r a l  m e t a l  f i n i s h  a n d  t h e 
d i s t i n c t i v e  s o u n d  o f  i t s  1 6 0 
h p  K i n n e r  e n g i n e ,  t h e  R e -
c r u i t  h a s  b e c o m e  a  c o l l e c -
t o r ' s  i t e m . . .

Yo u  c a n  b u y  a n d  r e a d  P i -
l o t e r  M a g  f r o m  t h e  e d i t o r ' s 
w e b s i t e :  h t t p : / / w w w. p i l o -
t e r m a g . c o m / P i l o t e r m a g /
S o m m a i r e _ n 4 6 . h t m l .■

http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
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Meetings
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A r t i c l e  a n d  p h o t o s  b y  C o l . 
R o g e r  R o b e r t .

T h e  C A F,  i n i t i a l l y  c a l l e d 
t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r 

Fo r c e ,  w a s  t h e  1 9 5 7  c r e a t i o n 
o f  L l o y d  P.  N o l e n  a n d  f o u r  o f 
h i s  f r i e n d s .

I n  1 9 7 1 ,  a  n e w  s t r u c t u r e  w a s 
s e t  i n  p l a c e  f o r  t h e  o r g a n i s a -
t i o n :  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  r e g i o n a l 
u n i t s ,  t h e  f i r s t  o f  w h i c h  w a s 
t h e  N e w  M e x i c o  W i n g .

To d a y,  t h e  C A F  ( n o w  c a l l e d 
C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r  Fo r c e ) 
h a s  W i n g s  i n  2 6  A m e r i c a n 
s t a t e s  a n d  f o u r  c o u n t r i e s , 
i n c l u d i n g  F r a n c e  w i t h  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g .

T h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  W i n g , 
w h i c h  I  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  2 0 1 2 , 
i s  l o c a t e d  i n  G r a n d  Ju n c t i o n , 
C o l o r a d o .  I t  w a s  b o r n  i n  1 9 8 1 
u n d e r  t h e  n a m e  " S q u a d r o n  o f 
t h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  W i n g " .

I n  1 9 8 4 ,  W i n g  L e a d e r  C o l . 
D e l  C o u l s o n  f i l e d  a  r e q u e s t 
w i t h  h e a d q u a r t e r s  a s k i n g 
t h a t  t h e  T B M  Av e n g e r  ( r e g i s -

t e r e d  N 5 3 5 0 3 )  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o 
t h e  R o c k y  M o u n t a i n  S q u a d -
r o n .

T h i s  Av e n g e r  s e r v e d  i n  t h e 
U S  N a v y  a n d  l a t e r  a s  a  s u b -
m a r i n e  h u n t e r  i n  t h e  R o y a l 
C a n a d i a n  N a v y,  f l y i n g  o f f  t h e 
l i g h t  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r  H M C S 
M a g n i f i c e n t .  I t  w a s  o n e  o f 

t h e  t w e l v e  a i r c r a f t  t h a t  f l e w 
f o r  t h e  c e l e b r a t i o n  o f  Q u e e n 
E l i z a b e t h  I I ' s  c o r o n a t i o n  i n 
1 9 5 3 .

O n c e  t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  h a d 
a p p r o v e d  t h e  r e q u e s t ,  t h e 
T B M  w a s  t r a n s p o r t e d  f r o m 
M e s a ,  A r i z o n a  t o  G r a n d 

Ju n c t i o n  R e g i o n a l  A i r p o r t  i n 
C o l o r a d o .  A  f o u r - y e a r  r e s t o -
r a t i o n  w a s  c a r r i e d  o u t  b y  t h e 
u n i t .

F u n d i n g  c a m e  f r o m  s e v e r a l 
$ 3 , 5 0 0  d o n a t i o n s  a n d  o t h e r 
s m a l l e r  b u t  n u m e r o u s  d o n a -
t i o n s .  T h e  w o r k  w a s  c a r r i e d 
o u t  b y  v o l u n t e e r s .

I n  1 9 8 8 ,  t h e  u n i t  b e c a m e  a 
W i n g  w h e n  i t  r e a c h e d  t h e 
2 5 - c o l o n e l  m a r k  r e q u i r e d  
b y  h e a d q u a r t e r s .   T h e  R M S 
b e a m e  t h e  R M W,  R o c k y 
M o u n t a i n  W i n g ,  d i r e c t l y  a t -
t a c h e d  t o  t h e  C A F  h e a d q u a r -
t e r s  i n  H a r l i n g e n ,  Te x a s .

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  R M W  m a d e 
t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  a  h a n g a r 
t h a t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  d e -
s t r o y e d ,  a l l o w i n g  i t  t o  h a v e 
b e t t e r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  f o r  i t s 
w o r k .

T h e  T B M  r e s t o r a t i o n  w a s 
c o m p l e t e d  i n  1 9 8 9 ,  a n d  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  r e c e i v e d  c o l o u r s  c a r -
r i e d  b y  a  T B M  o f  V T- 8 4 ,  a l s o 
k n o w n  a s  t h e  " Wo l f  G a n g " ,  a 
s q u a d r o n  b a s e d  o n  U S S  B u n -

Rocky Mountain Wing
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k e r  Hi l l  ( C V- 1 7 ) .  T h e  s q u a d -
ro n  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  a t t a c k  To -
k yo ,  o n  1 6  a n d  1 7  Fe b r u a r y 
1 9 4 5 .

By  n ow,  t h e  Wi n g  i n c l u d e d 
ov e r  5 0  m e m b e r s .  T h e  Ave n g e r 
b e c a m e  a  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  by 
a p p e a r i n g  a t  a i r s h ow s .

T h e  y e a r  1 9 9 6  s a w  t h e  a r r i v a l 
o f  t h e  P i p e r  J - 3  Cu b ,  k n ow n  i n 
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e  a s  t h e  Gr a s s -
h o p p e r  ( L - 4  i n  t h e  A r m y  a n d 
N E - 1  i n  t h e  Na v y ) .

In  1 9 9 9 ,  a  n e w  p ro j e c t  w a s 
l a u n c h e d :  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
c l u b  h o u s e  a n d  c o n f e r e n c e 
r o o m .  T h i s  e x t e n s i o n  h o l d s  a 
m u s e u m  o f  Wo r l d  Wa r  Tw o  a r -
t i f a c t s  a n d  h o s t s  s e v e r a l  a s s o -
c i a t i o n s  f r o m  t h e  Gr a n d  Ju n c -
t i o n  a r e a .  T h e  w i n g  g r e w  t o 
ov e r  6 5  c o l o n e l s .

In  2 0 0 0 ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  a l -
l o c a t e  a  s p e c i f i c  h a n g a r  t o  t h e 
P i p e r  Cu b ,  a  t a s k  t h a t  w a s  u n -
d e r t a k e n  by  R M W  vo l u n t e e r s .

T h e  T B M ,  J - 3  Cu b  a n d  D H C - 1 
C h i p m u n k  o f  t h e  Ro c k y  Mo u n -
t a i n  Wi n g  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r 
f l i g h t s .  Ba s e d  o n  t h a t  i n f o r m a -
t i o n ,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  c o n t a c t  t h e 
Wi n g .  T h e  Ave n g e r  w a s  n o t  y e t 
o n  m y  " s c o r e b o a rd "  a s ,  d e s p i t e 
t h e  f a c t  I  a m  n o t  a  p i l o t ,  I 
h a v e  f l ow n  o n  m a n y  h i s t o r i c a l 
a i r c r a f t :  Va m p i r e ,  T- 6 ,  P - 5 1 , 
Fo u g a  Ma g i s t e r,  L - 3 9 ,  P i l a t u s 
P C - 7 ,  i n  w h i c h  I  f l e w  a e ro b a t -
i c s  ( l o o p s  a n d  ro l l s . . . ) , P - 4 0 , 
Da u n t l e s s ,  C a t a l i n a  ( t o u c h  a n d 

g o ) ,  B - 2 5 ,  B - 1 7 ,   C - 4 7 ,  Ju n k -
e r s   Ju  5 2 ,  Mi G - 1 5 ,  A n t o n ov 
A n - 2 ,  e t c . . .  I ' v e  a l s o  f l ow n  o n 
t h e  C o n c o rd e  a n d  t o o k  r i d e s 
i n  h o t  a i r  b a l l o o n s  a n d  g l i d e r s .

In  2 0 1 2 ,  a f t e r  e xc h a n g i n g  s e v -
e r a l  e m a i l s  w i t h  Ro b  Du n c a n , 
I  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  f l y i n g  o n 
t h e  T B M  Ave n g e r,  f l ow n  by 
B o b  T h o m p s o n  d u r i n g  a  f l i g h t 
ov e r  t h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t  r e g i o n 
( C o l o r a d o  Na t i o n a l  Mo n u -
m e n t ) .

Du r i n g  t h e  f l i g h t ,  we  we r e 
b r i e f l y  a c c o m p a n i e d  by  t h e  h e -
l i c o p t e r  o f  a  Fr e n c h m a n  w h o 
h a d  s e t t l e d  i n  Gr a n d  Ju n c -
t i o n  s o m e  3 0  y e a r s  e a r l i e r.  On 
b o a rd  t h e  h e l i c o p t e r  we r e  a  l o -
c a l  j o u r n a l i s t  a n d . . .  m y  s p o u s e .

We  we r e  s p l e n d i d l y  r e c e i v e d , 
w i t h  t h e  a d d e d  b o n u s  o f  b e -

The TBM Avenger of the Rocky Mountain Wing.

i n g  f e a t u r e d  i n  t h e  l o c a l  t e l e -
v i s i o n  n e w s  a n d  h a v i n g  d i n n e r 
i n  a  r e s t a u r a n t  w i t h  s o m e  o f 
t h e  R M W  m e m b e r s .

T h e  n e x t  d a y,  I  w a s  t a k e n 
o n  a  c a r  r i d e  i n  t h e  C o l o r a -
d o  N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t  a r e a 
a n d  m e t  a  F r e n c h  w i n e g r o w e r 
w h o  h a d  s e t t l e d  t h e r e  ( n o t e 
t h e  C i t r o ë n  2 C V  o n  o n e  o f 
t h e  p i c t u r e s ) .  I t  w a s  a n  u n -
f o r g e t t a b l e  e x p e r i e n c e !

I  w i s h  t o  t h a n k  R o b  D u n -
c a n ,  w h o  h a d  t o  d e c y p h e r  m y 
e m a i l s  w r i t t e n  i n  " E n g l i s h " , 
a s  w e l l  a s  B o b  T h o m p s o n , 
J i m  Pe t e r s o n ,  M o  B l o e m s -
m a  a n d  J i m  f o r  t h e i r  k i n d -
n e s s  a n d  r e c e p t i o n .  H e a r t -
f e l t  t h a n k s  a l s o  e x t e n d  t o  t h e 
" F r e n c h i e s "  ( t h e  h e l i c o p t e r 
o w n e r  a n d  t h e  w i n e g r o w e r ) . 
I  s p e n t  t w o  e x c e p t i o n a l  d a y s 
i n  G r a n d  Ju n c t i o n  t h a n k s  t o 
t h e m ,  a n d  w i l l  k e e p  s o m e 
g r e a t  m e m o r i e s  o f  m y  t i m e 
t h e r e .

W h i l e  I  w a s  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e 
T B M  f l i g h t ,  I  d i s c o v e r e d  i n  a 
n e a r b y  h a n g a r  t h e  s o l e  R u t a n 
M o d e l  2 0 2  B o o m e r a n g  e v e r 
b u i l t ,  a n d  a n o t h e r  r a r e  a i r -
c r a f t  w h o s e  n a m e  I  u n f o r t u -
n a t e l y  f o r g o t .  ■

The Piper J-3 Cub, which joined the Rocky Mountain Wing in 1996.
©

 C
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Visit the RMW's website :
www.rockymountainwingcaf.org/

www.rockymountainwingcaf.org/
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Righ t :  th e  Rocky  Mounta in  Wing 
museum,  in  Grand  Junc t i on  Re -
g i ona l  A i rpor t .

Le f t :  Roge r  Rober t  wi th  Avenge r  p i l o t  Bob  Thompson .

Be l ow:  an  ae r ia l  v i ew o f  Co lo rado  Nat iona l  Monument .

Bo t t om:  the  TBM N53503 o f  th e  Rocky  Mounta in  Wing 
in  f l i gh t .
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Le f t :  th e  l o ca l  news  channe l ' s  h e -
l i c op t e r  tha t  f i lmed  our  f l i gh t , 
and  the  j ourna l i s t .

Be l ow:  th e  TBM Avenge r  t eam 
member s  wi th  Roge r  and  the  j our -
na l i s t .

Le f t :  French  wine  i s  e xpor t ed 
wor ldwide ,  and  s o  a re  French  wi -
neg rower s . . .Not e  th e  2  CV on  the 
r i gh t  o f  th e  pho to :  no t  a  c ommon 
s i gh t  in  Nor th  Amer i ca . . . .

R i gh t :  th e  on l y  Rutan  Mode l  202 
Boomerang .
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Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie)

With 21 confirmed aerial victories and 2 probables, Jean Demozay was the third-ranking French ace of World War Two. Ironi-
cally, he had been rejected from military service pre-war due to physical inability. He scored his first "kill" over a Junker Ju 88 
while flying with the RAF during the Battle of Britain. In June 1941, he became the first French officer to lead a British Squad-
ron when he took command of No 91 "Nigeria" Squadron. He only enjoyed peace for a few months, as he was killed in a plane 
accident on December 19 ,1945.

Because of a broken leg, Polish pilot Jan Zumbach was not able to participate in the German inva-
sion of Poland in 1939.  Having fled to France, he joined the air force and fought the Germans flying 
MS.406 and Curtiss H.75 Hawk fighters before joining the RAF to pursue the fight. He was credited 
with 8 aerial victories during the Battle of Britain. From May 1942 to November 1943, he com-
manded No 303 (Polish) Fighter Squadron and flew on several Spitfire Mk V, including this aircraft. 
Shot down and captured by the Germans, he ended the war in captivity, with a total tally of 12 aerial 
victories, two shared, five probables and a damaged.

Australian pilot Kevin Gannon was a police cadet when war broke out. He joined the Royal Australian 
Air Force and flew with No 615 Squadron based in India in 1943 and 1944. His aircraft was this Spit-
fire Mk Vc called "Snifter", which was equipped with a Vokes tropical filter and adorned with a telling 
nose art. He scored two aerial victories, a probable and three damaged over Japanese aircraft.

www.bravobravoaviation.com

Battle colours: Spitfire Mk V

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2014

Flying Sponsor
Baloche Michel
Cercy Jean-Yves

Duchemin Stéphane
Gouzon Roger

Restoration Sponsor
Louis-Jean Gioux
Girard Maurice

Miniggio Jean-Claude

Supporting Sponsor
Danielle Duflot
Hammer Gilles

 Sponsorships 

Piper J-3

Sponsors make it us possible for us to keep 
our Piper Cub flying. To thank sponsors 
for their generosity, free flight time is 
included with the sponsorships:

- Flying Sponsor : 250€ or ($250) annual 
fee, with 60 minutes of flight time.
- Restoration Sponsor : 125€ or ($125), 
with 30 of flight time.
- Supporting Sponsor : 50€ (or $50), 
with 15 minutes of flight time.! 

Non-sponsors also have the possibility of 
flying on the Cub at a cost of  90€ per 
hour. ■

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association 
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number 
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Stéphane DUCHEMIN 
Tél: 06 14 15 30 22 

email: stigershark@aol.com

Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 73 51 31 35 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06

email : contact@bravobravoaviation.com

Finance Officer : Jean-Yves CERCY 
Tél : 01 42 00 20 37 - Mobile : 06 07 67 04 45

email : jycercy@clubinternet.fr

Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79

email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of 
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial 
or complete reproduction of the articles and the 
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter 
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW. 
Please write to the Association at the following 
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous 
Bois - FRANCE.

NEW PX ITEM

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken 
during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer 
wall paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 
8 € for our members)

WING’S PROJECTS

DONATORS (2013)
 

Fabien GRESSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT

Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE

Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC

Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET

Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN

Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL

ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ

Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT

Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES

Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON

Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB

Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III

Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER

George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK

Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE

Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR

Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE

Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE

David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID

BRAVO BRAVO AVIATION - TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER 
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

2014 FRENCH WING 
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS 

The French Wing is looking for 
volunteers for the following 
positions :
- PX : Deputy
- Fly-in : Officer and 3 deputies
- Recruiting : Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these 
jobs, please contact the French Wing !


