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EDITORIAL
At a time when CAF CEO
Steve Brown is dragging
the headquarters in an

expensive and pointless move
from Midland to Dallas, | would
like to insist on the necessity
of staying in touch and in good
terms with the Squadrons
and Wings who are the true
guardians of the CAF's spirit.
Roger Robert's article on the
Rocky Mountain Wing is an
excellent illustration of the
spirit of these Colonels who
welcomed him very warmly
during his visit in Grand

Junction.

n April 19, a few of our
O members gathered at the
hangar to make an inventory
of the Rearwin Sportster
8500 parts in our possession.
We will shortly let you know
of our plans concerning this
restoration project.

n April 26 and 27, the
O French Wing was present
at the Air & Space museum
in Le Bourget for the annual
“Carrefour de ['Air” meeting
of aviation associations,
museums and collectors. The
weather was poor and visitors
scarce, but maintaining contact
with similar  entities and

presenting the French Wing to

a few interested visitors justified

our presence.

O ur next meeting will be the
annual fly-in on Saturday
the 24th of May. There is a

growing and worthwhile list of
attending aircraft, and we hope

many of you will join us for lunch.
We will unveil a commemorative
plate dedicated to the memory
of Bernard Delfino, in presence
of his wife Fumiko as well as his
daughter Yuri and her family.

Stéphane Duchemin
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CAE ERENCH WING

samedi 24 mai 2014

Rerodrome [IlI Plessis-Belleville

CAF FRENCH WING FLY-IN: SAT MAY 24TH
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Airshow - Public Edition |

Airshow is the monthly newsletter of the CAF French
Wing. This "public" edition is meant for people who
are not members of the association. Content which is
for members only may have been removed from this edi-
tion.

To subscribe to the public edition of Airshow, go to our
website and fill in the subscription form:

Subscribe to the public edition of Airshow

NB: Subscription to the public edition of Airshow is
completely free and can be cancelled at any time. Your
personal data is solely used for the purpose of managing

your subscription and will remain strictly confidential.
o /



http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/airshow-newsletter/

NEWS

CITY OF DALLAS TO BECOME HOME TO THE NEW
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE NATIONAL AIRBASE

The Commemorative Air
Force's Headquarters recent-
ly announced on their website
that the city of Dallas had been
selected for the implantation
of the new "CAF National Air-
base". Some HQ personnel will
be sent to Dallas by the end
of the year with the rest being
transferred when the new in-
stallations will be built, by the
end of 2015.

The new base will include a
"world-class aviation visitor at-
traction [...] using the very best
of modern display techniques,
including interactive displays,
4D movie experiences and hy-
per-realistic flight simulators."
The initial 40 million-dollar
budget will be raised to meet
these goals.

Dallas mayor Mike Rawlings,
a strong proponent of the new
airbase, has welcomed the HQ's
decisions and initial terms have
been reached with the city re-
garding the proposed lease and
associated financial arrange-
ments.

The National Airbase will be-
come home symbolic CAF air-
craft such as B-29 "Fifi" and
B-24 "Diamond Lil", as well as
vintage fighters and transport
aircraft. m

Above: Commemorative Air Force aircraft gathered for a "photo op" at Dallas
Executive Airport after the annoucement of the HQ's decision.

CAF National Airbase- Concept Drawing
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Above and below: Artist views of the proposed CAF National Airbase.

CAF National Airbase- Concept Drawing
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( SPONSORSHIPS
PIPER J-3

Sponsors make it us possible for us to keep
our Piper Cub flying. To thank sponsors
for their generosity, free flight time is
included with the sponsorships:

- Flying Sponsor : 250€ or ($250) annual
fee, with 60 minutes of flight time.

- Restoration Sponsor : 125€ or ($125),
with 30 of flight time.

- Supporting Sponsor : 50€ (or $50),
with 15 minutes of flight time.
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FURNITURE WANTED!

We are looking for some used furni-
ture in order to finish setting up the
mezzanine in the hangar in Le Plessis-
Belleville.

A convertible couch would be very
welcome, as would be a coffee table.

If you have such furniture that you
don't use anymore and would be will-
ing to give to the French Wing, please
contact Stéphane Duchemin so that
we can recuperate it and install it in

the hangar.
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CAF French Wing partners

BMV@ BRAVO AVIATION
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Sensation!
LULM'made in France

a Piper Cub,
"% un grand
classique...

PT-22 RECRUIT
Euvre d'art
volante !

PILOTER

AVION-ULM-HELICOPTERE

O ur Piper J-3 Cub "Spir-
it of Lewis" and the
CAF French Wing were fea-
tured in the latest issue of
the French aviation maga-
zine "Piloter Mag"(No. 46,
May-June 2014), which in-
cludes a special report about
the legendary Piper Cub, a
classic aircraft whose origins
are often unknown by avia-
tion enthusiasts. The article
also features profiles by our
Executive Officer Bertrand
Brown, who draws under the
name "Gaétan Marie".

In addition, classic aircraft
amateurs will be treated to

e

"SPIRIT OF LEWIS" IN PILOTER MAG!

AVION-ULM-HELICOPTERE

an article and pilot report
on one of the few airwor-

thy Ryan PT-22 "Recruit"
in Europe.

FILE: Piper Cub

The Cub family is
prised of several high-wing
tandem de-
signed initially by the Tay-

com-

twin-seaters

lor brothers before pro-
duction was taken over by
Piper Aircraft when Wil-

liam Piper bought the Tay-
lor factory. One has to go
through a good portion of
the alphabet before final-
ly reaching the famous J-3

version designed in the late
1930s. Thousands of pilots,
military and civilian, were
trained on the thousands
of Cubs that were built on
the Lock Haven production
lines. The Cub is still a com-
mon sight in aero-clubs and
flight schools, making it
quite worthy of a special re-
port... Twenty-four well-il-
lustrated pages, including 6
profiles, to (re)discover the
story of this classic aircraft
that became a legend...

MAGAZINE

Test Flight:
Grasshopper

Piper L-4H

This is the military version
of the Piper J-3 Cub, with
the main difference being
the extended glazed surface
and military livery. The test
aircraft only recently
rived in France and is iden-
tical to the Grasshoppers
which arrived in France in
1944 after the Normandy
landings...

ar-

Report: PT-22 Recruit

Of more than 1,000 built
by Ryan, fewer than 10 PT-
22 are still airworthy in Eu-
rope nowadays. The PT-
22 (Primary Trainer) was
used as an initial trainer for
thousands by military pilots
shortly before World War II.
With its speedy silhouette,
natural metal finish and the
distinctive sound of its 160
hp Kinner engine, the Re-
cruit has
tor's item...

become a collec-

You can buy and read Pi-
loter Mag from the editor's
website: http://www.pilo-
termag.com/Pilotermag/
Sommaire n46.html.m


http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
http://www.pilotermag.com/Pilotermag/Sommaire_n46.html
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TARIF ENTREE: FACEBOOK:
ADULTE/ENFANT +12 ANS: 8¢ LE CERGLE DES MACHINES YOLANTES

fl VISITE PARKING AVIONS: RENSEIGNEMENTS:
ADULTE/ENFANT +12 ANS: 1€ WWW.CERCLEDE SMACHINESVOLANTES.COM

QUVERTURE 10H / DEMONSTRATIONS 14H4-17H30 / EXPOSITION DE VOITURES ANGIENNES




Col.

Article
Roger Robert.

and photos by

he CAF, initially called

the Confederate Air
Force, was the 1957 creation
of Lloyd P. Nolen and four of
his friends.

In 1971, a new structure was
set in place for the organisa-
tion: the creation of regional
units, the first of which was
the New Mexico Wing.

Today, the CAF (now called
Commemorative Air Force)
has Wings in 26 American
states and four

including France
French Wing.

countries,
with the

The Rocky Mountain Wing,
which I discovered in 2012,
is located in Grand Junction,
Colorado. It was born in 1981
under the name "Squadron of
the Rocky Mountain Wing".

In 1984, Wing Leader Col.
Del Coulson filed a request
with  headquarters asking
that the TBM Avenger (regis-

ountain Wing

tered N53503) be assigned to
the Rocky Mountain Squad-

ron.

This Avenger served in the
US Navy and later as a sub-
marine hunter in the Royal
Canadian Navy, flying off the
light aircraft carrier HMCS

Magnificent. It was one of

e
i
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the twelve aircraft that flew
for the celebration of Queen
Elizabeth II's coronation in

1953.

Once the headquarters had
approved the request, the
TBM was transported from
Mesa, Arizona to Grand

Junction Regional Airport in
Colorado. A four-year resto-
ration was carried out by the
unit.

Funding came from several
$3,500 donations and other
smaller but numerous dona-
tions. The work was carried
out by volunteers.

In 1988, the unit became a
Wing when it reached the
25-colonel mark required
by headquarters. The RMS
beame the RMW, Rocky
Mountain Wing, directly at-
tached to the CAF headquar-
ters in Harlingen, Texas.

Meanwhile, the RMW made
the acquisition of a hangar
that was supposed to be de-
stroyed, allowing it to have

better installations for its
work.
The TBM restoration was

completed in 1989, and the
aircraft received colours car-
ried by a TBM of VT-84, also
known as the "Wolf Gang", a

squadron based on USS Bun-
8



777775 TBM Avenger of the Rocky Mountain Wing.

ker Hill (CV-17). The squad-
ron was the first to attack To-
kyo, on 16 and 17 February
1945.

By now, the Wing included
over 50 members. The Avenger
became a source of revenue by
appearing at airshows.

The year 1996 saw the arrival
of the Piper J-3 Cub, known in
military service as the Grass-
hopper (L-4 in the Army and
NE-1 in the Navy).

In 1999, a new project was
launched: the creation of a
club house and
room. This extension holds a
museum of World War Two ar-
tifacts and hosts several asso-
ciations from the Grand Junc-
tion area. The wing grew to
over 65 colonels.

conference

In 2000, it was decided to al-
locate a specific hangar to the
Piper Cub, a task that was un-
dertaken by RMW volunteers.

The TBM, J-3 Cub and DHC-1
Chipmunk of the Rocky Moun-
tain Wing are for
flights. Based on that informa-
tion, I decided to contact the
Wing. The Avenger was not yet
on my "scoreboard" as, despite
the fact I am not a pilot, I
have flown on many historical
aircraft: Vampire, T-6, P-51,
Fouga Magister, L-39, Pilatus
PC-7, in which I flew aerobat-
ics (loops and rolls...),P-40,
Dauntless, Catalina (touch and

available

go), B-25, B-17,
Ju 52, MiG-15, Antonov

An-2, etc... I've also flown on

C-47, Junk-

€rs

the Concorde and took rides
in hot air balloons and gliders.

In 2012, after exchanging sev-
eral emails with Rob Duncan,
I had the pleasure of flying on
the TBM Avenger, flown by
Bob Thompson during a flight

over this magnificent region

(Colorado National Monu-
ment).
During the flight, we were

briefly accompanied by the he-
licopter of a Frenchman who
had settled in Grand Junc-
tion some 30 years earlier. On
board the helicopter were a lo-
cal journalist and... my spouse.

We were splendidly received,
with the added bonus of be-

ing featured in the local tele-
vision news and having dinner
in a restaurant with some of
the RMW members.

The next day, I was taken
on a car ride in the Colora-
do National Monument area
and met a French winegrower
who had settled there (note
the Citroén 2CV on one of
the pictures). It was an un-
forgettable experience!

I wish to thank Rob Dun-
can, who had to decypher my
emails written in "English",
Bob Thompson,
Jim Peterson, Mo Bloems-
ma and Jim for their kind-
ness and reception. Heart-
felt thanks also extend to the
"Frenchies" (the helicopter
owner and the winegrower).
I spent two exceptional days
in Grand Junction thanks to
them, and will keep some
great memories of my time
there.

as well as

While I was waiting for the
TBM flight, I discovered in a
nearby hangar the sole Rutan
Model 202 Boomerang ever
built, and another rare air-
craft whose name I unfortu-
nately forgot. m

Visit the RMW's website :

www.rockymountainwingcaf.org/

The Piper J-3 Cub, which joined the Rocky Mountain Wing in 1996.

© Commemorative Air Force


www.rockymountainwingcaf.org/

Right: the Rocky Mountain Wing
museum, in Grand Junction Re-
gional Airport.

Left: Roger Robert with Avenger pilot Bob Thompson.
Below: an aerial view of Colorado National Monument.

Bottom: the TBM N53503 of the Rocky Mountain Wing
in flight.
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Left: the local news channel's he-
licopter that filmed our flight,

| and the journalist.

Below: the TBM Avenger team

members with Roger and the jour-

Left: French wine is exported
worldwide, and so are French wi-
| negrowers...Note the 2 CV on the
right of the photo: not a common
sight in North America....

Right: the only Rutan Model 202

Boomerang.
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Battle colours: Spitfire MkV

Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaétan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

With 21 confirmed aerial victories and 2 probables, Jean Demozay was the third-ranking French ace of World War Two. Ironi-
cally, he had been rejected from military service pre-war due to physical inability. He scored his first "kill" over a Junker Ju 88
while flying with the RAF during the Battle of Britain. In June 1941, he became the first French officer to lead a British Squad-
ron when he took command of No 91 "Nigeria" Squadron. He only enjoyed peace for a few months, as he was killed in a plane
accident on December 19 ,1945.

Because of a broken leg, Polish pilot Jan Zumbach was not able to participate in the German inva-
sion of Poland in 1939. Having fled to France, he joined the air force and fought the Germans flying |
MS.406 and Curtiss H.75 Hawk fighters before joining the RAF to pursue the fight. He was credited |
with 8 aerial victories during the Battle of Britain. From May 1942 to November 1943, he com-
manded No 303 (Polish) Fighter Squadron and flew on several Spitfire Mk 'V, including this aircraft.
Shot down and captured by the Germans, he ended the war in captivity, with a total tally of 12 aerial
victories, two shared, five probables and a damaged.

Australian pilot Kevin Gannon was a police cadet when war broke out. He joined the Royal Australian
Air Force and flew with No 615 Squadron based in India in 1943 and 1944. His aircraft was this Spit-
fire Mk Ve called "Snifter”, which was equipped with a Vokes tropical filter and adorned with a telling
nose art. He scored two aerial victories, a probable and three damaged over Japanese aircraft.
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Battle colours: Spitiire MkV

Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaétan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

With 21 confirmed aerial victories and 2 probables, Jean Demozay was the third-ranking French ace of World War Two. Ironi-
cally, he had been rejected from military service pre-war due to physical inability. He scored his first "kill" over a Junker Ju 88
while flying with the RAF during the Battle of Britain. In June 1941, he became the first French officer to lead a British Squad-
ron when he took command of No 91 "Nigeria" Squadron. He only enjoyed peace for a few months, as he was killed in a plane
accident on December 19 ,1945.

Because of a broken leg, Polish pilot Jan Zumbach was not able ro participate in the German inva-
sion of Poland in 1939. Having fled to France, he joined the air force and fought the Germans flying [
MS.406 and Curtiss H.75 Hawk fighters before joining the RAF to pursue the fight. He was credited |
with 8 aerial victories during the Battle of Britain. From May 1942 to November 1943, he com-
manded No 303 (Polish) Fighter Squadron and flew on several Spitfire Mk 'V, including this aircraff.
Shot down and captured by the Germans, he ended the war in captivity, with a roral rally of 12 aerial
victories, two shared, five probables and a damaged.

Australian pilot Kevin Gannon was a police cadet when war broke out. He joined the Royal Australian
Air Force and flew with No 615 Squadron based in India in 1943 and 1944. His aircraft was this Spit-
fire Mk Ve called "Snifter”, which was equipped with a Vokes tropical filter and adorned with a telling

nose art. He scored two aerial victories, a probable and three damaged over Japanese aircraft.
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a NEW PX ITEM h

LA FERTE-ALAIS 2012

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken
during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer
wall paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P &P,
8€ for our members)

J

2014 FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS

THE FRENCH WING IS LOOKING FOR
VOLUNTEERS FOR THE FOLLOWING
POSITIONS :

- PX: Deputy

- Fly-in: Officer and 3 deputies

- Recruiting: Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these
jobs, please contact the French Wing!

4 N

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader: Col. Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Tél: 06 14 15 30 22

email: stigershark@aol.com

Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN
Tél: 09 73 51 31 35 - Mobile: 06 16 97 55 06

email : contact@bravobravoaviation.com

Finance Officer: Jean-Yves CERCY
Tél: 01 42 00 20 37 - Mobile: 06 07 67 04 45
email: jycercy@clubinternet.fr

Adjutant Officer : Gaél DARQUET
Mobile : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address: 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

WING'S PROJECTS

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

BRAVO BRAVO AVIATION - TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER

EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AERO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2014

FLYING SPONSOR
Baloche Michel
Cercy Jean-Yves

Duchemin Stéphane
Gouzon Roger

RESTORATION SPONSOR
Louis-Jean Gioux
Girard Maurice

Miniggio Jean-Claude

SUPPORTING SPONSOR
Danielle Duflot
Hammer Gilles
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SPONSORSHIPS
PIPER J-3

Sponsors make it us possible for us to keep
our Piper Cub flying, To thank sponsors
for their generosity, free flight time is
included with the sponsorships:

- Flying Sponsor : 250€ or ($250) annual
fee, with 60 minutes of flight time.

- Restoration Sponsor : 125€ or ($125),
with 30 of flight time.

- Supporting Sponsor : 50€ (or $50),
with 15 minutes of flight time.!

Non-sponsors also have the possibility of
flying on the Cub at a cost of 90€ per
hour. m

DONATORS (2013)

Fabien GRESSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noél BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Frangoise LE CORNEC
Gaél DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaél DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER II
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANCON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Francoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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