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I

t was a quiet month of
August

for

the

French

Wing but we will soon be
able

to

our

meet

general

again

for

meeting

on

September 20. I hope many
of you will attend.

W

e

will

be

reviewing

the past year and will

discuss our future projects.
ee you soon!

Stéphane Duchemin

CAF Arizona Wing
Photo : Jean-Pierre Touzeau

S

Nouvelle Vidéo:
Photo-report: Stearman Fly-In
1

Readings: "Les Eperviers de la Mer"
Par Guillaume Hirsch

T

his summer we remembered the 1944 All i e d l a n d i n g s i n N o r m a n d y.
Many Frenchmen took part
in these operations and in
the ensuing combats, be it
on the ground, at sea or in
t h e a i r. No t e w o r t h y i s t h e
action of the 177 French
commandos who landed on
Sword Beach or the crews
of
the
Lorraine
bomber group, who laid smoke
screens over the beaches to
protect the first landing
wave.

Above : capitaine Emile Fayolle, one of the Free
French pilots who took part in Operation Jubilee
with No 340 (Free French) Squadron.
Below: Spitfire Mk Vb BM324 was flown by
Wing Commander Bernard Dupérier, the CO
of No 340 (Free French) Squadron during Operation Jubilee. The white recognition stripes are
often and erroneously associated with Operation
Jubilee. These were planned for Operation Rutter, but were removed from all aircraft on July
17, 1942. The aircraft of operation Jubilee never
wore them.

It is often forgotten that
t w o y e a r s e a r l i e r, o n 1 9
August 1942, another landing was attempted in the
D i e p p e s e c t o r. T h i s r a i d
was set up by Lord Mountbatten at the request of
Prime
Minister
Winston
Churchill, and was meant
to satisfy Stalin's request
to open a second front in
Europe.
This
operation,
initially named Operation
R u t t e r, w a s t o s t a r t o n Ju l y
8. Its purpose was to seize
various military objectives
(artillery
batteries,
airfields...) and to test German defences in preparation of the future, "real",
invasion.
It
was
postponed and later cancelled
due to poor weather over
the Channel. The landing troops were sent back
to their bases after spending several days on board

Royal Navy ships. As could
be expected, the operation
and its various phases bec a m e k n o w n t o t h e e n e m y.
U n f o r t u n a t e l y, t h i s d i d n o t
deter the British high command to attempt it again on
August 18, under the codename Operation Jubilee.
This month's book review
i s o f Yve s Mo r i e u l t ' s " Cro i x
de Lorraine sur Dieppe".
This book is a study of the
operation, and addresses in
particular the actions of
the 49 Free French airmen
who took part in it. The
book begins with a general
presentation of the historical context before presenting the operation in part i c u l a r. T h e a u t h o r t h e n
makes an exhaustive study
of the units to which these
FAFL pilots were assigned.
Each pilot is individually presented, as well as the
famous people they were
related to. These men, who
were among the first Free
French, flew over 100 missions during the operation.
Tw e n t y - n i n e o f t h e m w o u l d
not live to see the liberation of France and the end
o f t h e w a r.
"Croix
de
Lorraine
sur
Dieppe " was published
by Aéro Editions in 2002
(ISBN 2-9514567-3-5). It
contains 120 pages and numerous illustrations. ■
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CAF Arizona Wing

Ar t i cle : Ro ge r Ro be r t.

T

his month, we visit Arizona, one of my favourite states, to discover the
A r i z o n a W i n g o f t h e C A F,
based in Mesa near Phoenix.
On 14 Januar y 1978, shortly
after the Arizona Wing was
created, Col. Mike Clarke
announced that a B-17 (s/n
44-83514) had been donated to the CAF and assigned
to the Arizona Wing. A local media launched a poll to
find a suitable name for the
aircraft and the result was
"Sentimental Journey".
It was decided to use a photo of the most famous pinu p o f Wo r l d Wa r I I a s n o s e
art. After the necessary permissions
were
obtained,
Betty Grable made her appearance on the nose of the
Flying For tress.
Members of the Arizona
Wing began the restoration
of the aircraft with the intention of putting it back
i n i t s o r i g i n a l Wo r l d Wa r I I
state. This involved, among
other things, reinstalling
the bomb doors, four gun
turrets, navigator and ra-

dio operator stations, Norden bombsight and machine
guns.

its nose art were the result
of a vote by members in
2002-2003.

From 1986 on, "Sentimental Journey" has been visiting the United States and
Canada, making an average
o f 6 0 d i s p l a y s e v e r y y e a r.

During
the
winter
of
2007/2008,
the
aircraft
was finally ready to receive
its FAA flight certificate.

In 1981, a B-25 was donated to the CAF and also assigned to the Arizona Wing.
This B-25 was delivered to
the US Army Air Force on
June 9, 1944. It flew 15
combat missions over Italy between November 4 and
December 31, 1944, with
the 437th Bomb Squadron
of the 319th Bomb Group,
based in Serraggia airfield
on the island of Corsica.
Upon its delivery to the Arizona Wing, it was stored
i n a re n t e d h a n g a r i n Fa l con Field, where members
dismantled it.
Once again, the goal was
to restore it to its wartime
condition, which took 27
years of work.
The name of the aircraft
("Maid in the shade") and
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In 1985, the construction of a first
hangar began, which made it possible to work indoors on "Sentimental
Journey".
The hangar is also used every year in
March for "A Night in the 40s", a
large big band dance and fund-raising event. Many of the participants
are dressed in 1940s-style cloths. An
average of 1,400 people attend every
year.
The arrival of new planes and the
creation of new attractions and displays made the hangar a bit small. In
2003, a 30,000 square feet building
was built, with enough space for various events.
As of today, the Arizona Wing maintains and operated the B-17G "Sentimental Journey", the B-25 "Maid in
the Shade", a SNJ, a C-47 Dakota,
a C-45 Expeditor, a PT-17 Stearman
and a L-16 Grasshopper. Rides on the
aircraft are available.
Restoration projects include a MiG15, a Grumman Guardian and a
Sikorsky H-19 helicopter. The Arizona Wing also has several aircraft on
display: F-4 Phantom II, A-26 Invader, S.E.5a, a Schweizer TG-3A glider
and a MiG-21, plus various visitors.
The Arizona Wing has a wide collection of World War II documents
and objects, donated by veterans and
their families for public display.
School children, who are too young
to have experienced these periods,
can now discover this part of the history of the United States. The museum's shop also includes many unique
items that visitors can purchase. ■

Learn more about the Arizona
Wing from its website:
http://www.azcaf.org
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Stearman fly-in at La Ferté-Alais

Article: Stéphane Duchemin, Photos:
Jean-Pierre Touzeau.
On August 23 and 24, the first European Stearman fly-in was held at
the La Ferté-Alais airfield, organized by the Stearman Roanne association.
No less than 20 aircraft came from
France, the United-Kingdom, Switzerland, Italy and the Netherlands.

The event allowed Stearman owners to get to know each other and
share knowledge on their machines,
as well as fly in formation.
On Sunday, a beautiful formation
of 6 Stearmans was seen, composed
of two vics of three aircraft.
The crowd was entertained by the
Dutch Flying Circus, to the delight
of both children and adults.

The Amicale Jean-Baptiste Salis
was the host for the event. ■

Find more photos of this event of
Jean-Pierre Flickr photo album:
https://www.flickr.com/
photos/99352218@N03/
sets/72157646555680117/
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Battle colours: Heinkel He 177 Greif
Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie)

www.bravobravoaviation.com

This weary-looking He 177A-1 (unknown Wk.Nr.) was used in 1943 by the FFS(B) training unit in Burg bei Magdeburg.
The unit used hand-me-down He 177A-1 and A-3 bombers from frontline units, often in poor shape.

This Heinkel He 177A-3 (Wk. Nr. 535 353) was the V32 prototype and was used to test a quad-gun turret for late-mark He 177. The
size of the turret meant that the rudder had to be redesigned. The camouflage scheme is hypothetical and is based on aircraft used in the
He 177A-6 developement program in late 1943.

Seen just before delivery to 6./KG 40 based in Bordeaux-Mérignac in France, this Heinkel He 177A-5 wore a standard RLM 65/70/71
camouflage with RLM 02 et 70 "serpentines". It carried three Henschel Hs 293 radio-guided anti-ship missiles.
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

P or te-C l é s
CAF French Wing

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
BRAVO BRAVO AVIATION - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2014

French Wing woven keyholders. These
keyholders are of good quality and show the
CAF French Wing logo and Piper Cub "Spirit
of Lewis" silhouette on one side, and the CAF
French Wing's name on the other side. Cost:
3€ each.

Baloche Michel
Barange Noël

2014 FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS
The French Wing
volunteers

Flying Sponsor

for

is looking for

the

following

positions :

- PX : Deputy
- Recruiting : Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these jobs,
please contact the French Wing !

Cercy Jean-Yves
Darquet Gaël
Duchemin Stéphane
Gascon Claude
Gouzon Roger
Guillaumont Stéphane
Hébrard François

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col. Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Tél: 06 14 15 30 22
email: stephaneduchemin@hotmail.com
Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 73 51 31 35 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : contact@bravobravoaviation.com
Finance Officer : Jean-Yves CERCY
Tél : 01 42 00 20 37 - Mobile : 06 07 67 04 45
email : jycercy@clubinternet.fr
Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Restoration
Sponsor
Gioux Louis-Jean
Girard Maurice
Miniggio Jean-Claude
Supporting Sponsor
Duflot Danielle
Debuisson Jean-Christophe
Hammer Gilles

DONATORS (2013)
Fabien GRESSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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