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EDITORIAL

Af t e r  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  o u r 
S e p t e m b e r  2 0  g e n e r a l 

m e e t i n g ,  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g 
m o u r n s  t o d a y  t h e  l o s s 
o f  o n e  o f  i t s  m e m b e r s : 
H e r v é  d a  S i l v a  w a s  k i l l e d 
i n  a  f l y i n g  a c c i d e n t  a t  t h e 
b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  m o n t h . 
H e r v é  h a d  j o i n e d  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g  d u r i n g  o u r 
f l y - i n  i n  M a y .

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e 
F r e n c h  W i n g  w o u l d 

l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  H e r v é ' s 
f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  t h e i r 
m o s t  s i n c e r e  c o n d o l e n c e s 
f o r  t h i s  t r a g i c  l o s s . .

B e r t r a n d  B r o w n

AIRSHOW

CAF SOuTh CALIFORnIA WIng

hERvé DA SILvA pASSES AWAy
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .



3

News: Hervé da Silva †
Sadly, the main news of this month 

is that of the flying accident that 
claimed the life of Hervé da Silva, 
when his Auster Husky crashed soon 
after takeoff on Friday the 3rd of 
October.

After a career as a mechanic in the 
French air force, working mostly 
on the Mirage 2000, Hervé joined 
Air France, first as a mechanic and 
then was placed in charge of the hu-
man factors department and later as 
maintenance controller.

He was a very active member of the 
Morêt-Episy aeroclub where his air-
craft was stationned. He was also in 
charge of maintenance and logistics 
for Aerofox in Beaune.

He was invited to join the French 
Wing by his friend François Hé-
brard, doing so during our annual 
fly-in last May.

He is survived by his wife and an 
adult son, to which our prayers 
and thoughts are directed in these 
difficult times.

Blue skies, Hervé. ■
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News: Hangar day of October 4th

A f e w  m e m b e r s  g a t h e r e d 
a t  t h e  h a n g a r  o n  O c -

t o b e r  4 t h  f o r  a  v e r y  w o r t h -
w h i l e  r e a s o n :  o u r  J - 3  C u b 
w a s  r e f u s i n g  t o  s t a r t !

D u r i n g  t h e  g e n e r a l  a s s e m -
b l y ,  o n l y  o n e  f l i g h t  w a s 
m a d e  w i t h  t h e  C u b .  I t  t o o k 
s e v e r a l  v i g o r o u s  a t t e m p t s 
t o  s t a r t  t h e  e n g i n e ,  e v e n 
t h o u g h  i t  w a s  c o l d .  A f t e r 
h i s  f l i g h t ,  J e a n - Y v e s  c u t  t h e 
e n g i n e  a s  u s u a l ,  t o  e n s u r e 
h i s  p a s s e n g e r  c o u l d  d i s e m -
b a r k  s a f e l y .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e 
e n g i n e  r e f u s e d  t o  r e s t a r t 
m o m e n t s  l a t e r  a n d  f o l l o w -
i n g  f l i g h t s  h a d  t o  b e  c a n -
c e l l e d .  A s  t h e  d a y ' s  s c h e d -
u l e  w a s  q u i t e  b u s y ,  w e  l e t 
i t  b e  a n d  d e c i d e d  t o  d e a l 
w i t h  i t  l a t e r .

D u r i n g  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w e e k , 
w o r k  w a s  m o s t l y  d o n e  o n 
t h e  N o r v i g i e .  T h e  m e m -
b e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m o m e n t 
d i d  t a k e  t h e  C u b  o u t  o f  t h e 
h a n g a r  a n d  t r i e d  t o  s t a r t  i t 
w i t h o u t  s u c c e s s .

A f t e r  s o m e  t e c h n i c a l  d i s -
c u s s i o n s ,  i t  w a s  d e c i d e d 
t o  i n s p e c t  a n d  r e p a i r  a s 
n e c e s s a r y  w h a t  o b v i o u s l t y 
s e e m e d  t o  b e  t h e  s o u r c e  o f 
t h e  p r o b l e m :  t h e  i g n i t i o n 
c i r c u i t .

A  s m a l l  t e a m  o f  6  p e o p l e 
m e t  a t  t h e  h a n g a r  l a t e  o n 
t h e  m o r n i n g  o f  S a t u r d a y 
O c t o b e r  4 .  S o m e  w o r k  w a s 
d o n e  o n  t h e  h a n g a r  d o o r s , 
s o m e  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s l i g h t l y 
d a m a g e d .  T h i s  w a s  q u i c k -
l y  d o n e  w i t h  a  f e w  h o l e s 

d r i l l e d  a n d  r i v e t s  p l a c e d .

A s  l u n c h t i m e  w a s  n e a r -
i n g ,  w e  o b v i o u s l y  h a d  t o 
g e t  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  e a t i n g 
b e f o r e  e v e n  c o n s i d e r i n g 
w o r k i n g  o n  t h e  C u b !  T h e 
w e a t h e r  w a s  s p l e n d i d  s o  w e 
f i r e d  u p  t h e  b a r b e c u e .  T h e 
C u b ' s  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  f u r -
t h e r  d i s c u s s e d  w h i l e  t h e 
m e a t  c o o k e d .  We l l  f e d  a f -
t e r  e a t i n g  b e e f  a n d  c h i c k e n 
s k e w e r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  c o f f e e 
a n d  S t é p h a n i e ' s  h o m e m a d e 
c h o c o l a t e  c a k e  f o r  d e s s e r t , 
w e  w e r e  n o w  r e a d y  f o r  a c -
t i o n .

O f f  w e  w e r e :  t h e  n e c e s s a r y 
t o o l s  w e r e  s e t  o u t  a n d  t h e 
w h o l e  t e a m  s u i t e d  u p  f o r 
t h e  t a s k .  We  b e g a n  b y  r e -
m o v i n g  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  l o w -
e r  e n g i n e  c o w l i n g s  b e f o r e 
r e m o v i n g  t h e  b l a c k  c o w l -
i n g s  t h a t  a r e  p l a c e d  a b o v e 
t h e  c y l i n d e r  h e a d s .

T h e  e n t i r e  i g n i t i o n  c i r c u i t 
w a s  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  t e s t -
e d ,  b u t  n o  p r o b l e m s  w e r e 
f o u n d  w h a t s o e v e r .  We  t h e n 
r e m o v e d  t h e  i g n i t i o n  h a r -
n e s s e s  t o  a c c e s s  t h e  s p a r k -
p l u g s .  T h e  h a r n e s s e s  w e r e 
i n  p e r f e c t  c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t 
t h e  s p a r k p l u g s  w e r e  i n 
g o o d  s h a p e  b u t  s o m e w h a t 
d i r t y .  T h e y  w e r e  c l e a n e d 
a n d  s a n d e d .  O n c e  t h e y  w e r e 
c l e a n e d  u p ,  t h e y  w e r e  p u t 
b a c k  i n t o  p l a c e .  We  w e r e 
c o n f i d e n t  t h i s  m i g h t  b e  t h e 
c a u s e  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m  a n d 
p i u t  e v e r y t h i n g  b a c k  i n t o 
p l a c e ,  m a k i n g  s u r e  n o t h -
i n g  h a d  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  o r 

l e f t  b e h i n d .  T h e  a i r c r a f t 
w a s  o u l l e d  o u t  o f  t h e  h a n g -
a r  a n d  p r e p a r e d . . .

W i t h  J e a n - Y v e s  a t  t h e  c o n -
t r o l s  a n d  M i c h e l  s w i n g i n g 
t h e  p r o p ,  i t  t o o k  f o u r  a t -
t e m p t s  t o  s t a r t  t h e  e n g i n e , 
w h i c h  p l e a s e d  u s  w i t h   t h e 
r e g u l a r  h u m  o f  i t s  6 5  h o r s e -
p o w e r . . .

J e a n - Y v e s  r a n  t h e  e n g i n e 
f o r  s o m e  t e n  m i n u t e s ,  t e s t -
i n g  t h e  m a g n e t o s .  T h e  R P M 
l o s s  w a s  w e l l  w i t h i n  t o l e r -
a n c e s  a n d  n o  a n o m a l y  w a s 
n o t e d .  H e  s h u t  i t  d o w n 
a n d  t h e  e n g i n e  w a s  s t a r t -
e d  a g a i n ,  t h i s  t i m e  o n  t h e 
f i r s t  a t t e m p t .

A f t e r  e n g i n e  s h u t d o w n ,  w e 
c l e a n e d  t h e  c o w l i n g s  b e -
f o r e  r e p l a c i n g  t h e m  b a c k . 
O n e  l a s t  c h e c k :  n o t h i n g 
l o o s e ,  n o  f o r g o t t e n  t o o l s . . . 
P e r f e c t !

B e r t r a n d  a n d  G a ë l  s u g g e s t -
e d  t h a t  a  q u i c k  f l i g h t  b e 
m a d e  t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e  w o r k 
t h a t  h a d  b e e n  d o n e .  J e a n -
Y v e s  p r e f l i g h t e d  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  a n d  t o o k  S t é p h a n i e 
o n  h e r  f i r s t  P i p e r  C u b  r i d e !

T h i s  w a s  a  f i n e  d a y ,  w i t h 
t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  h a v i n g 
a c h i e v e d  w h a t  w e  c a m e  f o r 
a n d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  o f  m e e t -
i n g  w i t h  f r i e n d s .  ■

A r t i c l e :  G a ë l  D a r q u e t
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In Memoriam Bernard Delfino

A  y e a r  a g o ,  B e r n a r d  D e l f i n o  p a s s e d 
a w a y  a f t e r  a  l o n g  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  f i g h t 
a g a i n s t  c a n c e r .  H e  w a s  t h e  f o u n d e r 
a n d  l e a d e r  o f  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g ,  w h i c h 
o w e s  h i m  s o  m u c h .  B u t  h e  w a s  f i r s t 
a n d  f o r e m o s t  a  d e a r  f r i e n d  t o  m a n y 
o f  o u r  m e m b e r s .  We  w o n ' t  f o r g e t  y o u , 
B e r n a r d .
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CAF French Wing partners
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Art i c l e :  Roger  Rober t .

T he Southern  Ca l i fo rn ia 
Wing ,  one  o f  the  l a rge s t 

CAF uni t s  a s  f a r  a s  member s 
and  a i rc ra f t  a re  concerned ,  was 
e s t ab l i shed  in  1981 by  a  g roup 
o f  CAF member s .  Among them 
were  Ron Fle i shman and Clay 
Lacy,  who a re  s t i l l  
a c t i ve  un i t s  mem-
ber s  today.  The 
CAF SoCal  Wing 
o f f i c i a l l y  became a 
CAF Wing  in  Sep-
tember  1982.

Seven  women o f  the 
SoCal  Wing  were 
among the  f i r s t  f e -
ma l  CAF co lone l s 
in  Ju ly  1982.

The  SoCal  Wing 
opera te s  11  a i r -
c ra f t ,  mos t  o f  them 
ac t ive ly  par t i c ipa t -
ing  in  a i r shows , 
mos t ly  in  the  Wes t -
e rn  s t a t e s . 

The  SoCal  Wing 
owns  two l a rge  hangar s  bu i l t 
in  2000 and  2001.  The  f i r s t 
hangar  i s  a  museum,  conta in-
ing  many  h i s tor i ca l  ob jec t s  and 
documents  re l a t ed  to  av i a t ion . 

It  a l so  house s  exh ib i t s  a s  we l l 
a s  a i rc ra f t ,  a  souven i r  shop  and 
a  l ib ra r y.  The  l a t t e r  i s  cons id-
e red  to  be  one  o f  the  mos t  com-
p le te  in  the  Wes te rn  USA and i s 
acce s s ib l e  to  the  pub l i c  fo r  re -
s ea rch  purpose s .  A  s econd hang-
a r  i s  ded ica ted  to  maintenance 
and  re s tora t ion  work .

A i r c r a f t  r i d e s  a r e  a v a i l a -
b l e  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  i n  s e v e r a l 
a i r c r a f t  w i t h  t h e  Wa r b i r d 
R i d e  P r o g r a m   :  S N J - 5  Te x -
a n ,  P T- 1 9 A  C o r n e l l ,  P - 5 1 
M u s t a n g .

T h e  C A F  S o C a l  w i n g  c a n 
a l s o  l e a s e  o n e  o f  t h e  h a n g -
a r s  f o r  s p e c i a l  e v e n t s  s u c h 
a s  w e d d i n g s ,  b i r t h d a y s , 
f u n d - r a i s i n g  e v e n t s ,  c o r p o -
r a t e  m e e t i n g s ,  e t c .

T h e  C - 4 6  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  a i r -
c r a f t  t o  b e  a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e 

S o u t h e r n  C a l i -
f o r n i a  W i n g  i n 
1 9 8 1 .  A  t e a m  o f 
w i n g  m e m b e r s 
w e n t  t o  C o n r o e , 
T X ,  t o  r e p l a c e 
t h e  t w o  e n g i n e s 
b e f o r e  t h e  a i r -
c r a f t  w a s  s e n t  t o 
C a m a r i l l o .
 
A f t e r  a  r e s t o r a -
t i o n  t h a t  t o o k 
t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s 
o f  h o u r s  o f  v o l -
u n t e e r  l a b o u r , 
" C h i n a  D o l l "  i s 
n o w  o p e r a t i o n -
a l  a n d  f r e q u e n t -
l y  u s e d  t o  f u l f i l 
C A F  c a r g o  n e e d s 
i n  a d d i t i o n  t o 
p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n 

m a n y  a i r s h o w s .

T h e  S o u t h e r n  C a l i f o r n i a 
W i n g  p u r c h a s e d  i t s  F 8 F 
B e a r c a t  i n  1 9 9 1 .  I t  w a s 

CAF Southern California Wing

Ph
ot

o :
 cc

la
rk

39
5 

(C
C

 B
Y-

N
C

 2
.0

)

Above : the Curtiss C-46F Commando of the CAF SoCal Wing was the first aircraft assigned 
to the unit and is regularly used by the CAF for cargo and logistic duties.

Photo : Howcheng (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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f l o w n  i n  f r o m  C h i n o ,  C A ,  t o 
C a m a r i l l o  b y  L e f t y  G a r d n e r . 
A f t e r  a n  1 8 - m o n t h  r e s t o r a -
t i o n ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  t o o k  b a c k 
t o  t h e  s k i e s  i n  1 9 9 3 ,  f l o w n 
o n c e  a g a i n  b y  L e f t y  G a r d -
n e r .  T h i s  m a g n i f i c e n t l y  r e -
s t o r e d  B e a r c a t  i s  t h e  s t a r  o f 
m a n y  a i r s h o w s .

T h e  A 6 M  Z e r o  w a s  d i s c o v -
e r e d  i n  B a b o ,  N e w  G u i n -
e a ,  i n  1 9 9 1 .  I t  w a s  p a r t i a l -
l y  r e s t o r e d  i n  R u s s i a  u s i n g 
s e v e r a l  A 6 M 3  w r e c k s  a n d 
w a s  l a t e r  s e n t  t o  t h e  U S  t o 
c o m p l e t e  i t s  r e s t o r a t i o n .  I n 
1 9 9 8 ,  i t  w a s  d i s p l a y e d  a t 
t h e  S a n t a  M o n i c a  M u s e u m 
o f  F l y i n g .  I t  i s  p o w e r e d  b v 
a  P r a t t  &  W h i t n e y  R 1 8 3 0 
( a n  o r i g i n a l  N a k a j i m a  S a k a i 
c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  A 6 M 5 
Z e r o  o f  C h i n o ' s  P l a n e s  o f 
F a m e  m u s e u m ) .  T h i s  Z e r o  i s 
o n e  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  a i r w o r t h y 
s u r v i v i n g  e x a m p l e s  i n  t h e 
w o r l d .

T h e  P B J - 1 J  M i t c h e l l  a r r i v e d 
i n  C a m a r i l l o  f r o m  M i d l a n d , 
T X ,  i n  A p r i l  1 9 9 3 .  A f t e r  i n -
s p e c t i o n ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s 
s e n t  t o  r e s t o r a t i o n .  I t  w i l l 
t a k e  s o m e  t i m e  f o r  i t  t o  f l y 
a g a i n ,  b u t  t h i s  w i l l  c o m e .  I t 
w i l l  b e  p a i n t e d  i n  t h e  c o l -
o u r s  o f  a  M a r i n e  C o r p s  P B J -
1 J  a n d  n a m e d  " S e m p e r  F i " .

T h e  l a s t  a r r i v a l  i s  a  P - 5 1 
M u s t a n g  n a m e d  " M a n - O -
Wa r " ,  l e a s e d  b y  B r e t  a n d 
To d d  Wa r d  f o r  u s e  i n  t h e 
Wa r b i r d  R i d e  p r o g r a m .
 
T h e  S p i t f i r e  M k  X I V  w a s 
b u i l t  a t  t h e  A l d e r m a s t o n 
p l a n t  i n  B e r k s h i r e ,  E n g -
l a n d .  T h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  s e n t 
t o  K a r a c h i  i n  J u l y  1 9 4 5  t o 
t a k e  p a r t  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n s 
i n  S o u t h - E a s t  A s i a .  I n  1 9 4 7 , 
i t  w a s  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  I n -
d i a n  A i r  F o r c e .

I n  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  r e -
t u r n e d  t o  E n g l a n d  f o r  r e s -
t o r a t i o n  a n d  w a s  p u r c h a s e d 
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i n  1 9 8 5  b y  D a v i d  P r i c e  w h o 
s e n t  i t  t o  L o s  A n g e l e s . T h a t 
y e a r ,  i t  w a s  a w a r d e d  a  p r i c e 
a t  t h e  O s h k o s h  A i r s h o w. 
N o w  o w n e d  b y  t h e  C A F,  t h i s 
a i r w o r t h y  S p i t f i r e  M k  X I V 
i s  b a s e d  a t  C a m a r i l l o  A i r -
p o r t .

T h e  F 6 F  H e l l c a t  ( N 1 0 7 8 Z ) 

i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a  1 2 - y e a r 
r e s t o r a t i o n .  I t  b e a r s  t h e 
c o l o u r s  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  f l o w n 
b y  C d r  D a v i d  M c C a m p b e l l , 
U S  N a v y  a c e  a n d  A i r  G r o u p 
C o m m a n d e r  o n  b o a r d  t h e 
U S S  E s s e x  a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r 
d u r i n g  t h e  Wo r l d  Wa r  Tw o . 
I t  i s  s p o n s o r e d  b y  D a v i d 
P r i c e .  ■

Find out more about the  
Southern California Wing on 

their website:

http://www.cafsocal.com
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Assemblée générale du French Wing
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Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

Battle colours: Piper Cub
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The Ford Model T could be had in any colour as long as it was black, and the Piper Cub also came with this standard liv-
ery: Lock Haven Yellow, a black flash running along the fuselage, and of course the bear cub insignia on the vertical tail-
plane. 

 While the military colours of the Piper L-4 Grasshopper, the military version of the J-3 Cub, were not as flamboyant as their civilian 
brethren, they are just as familiar to the aviation enthusiast. This L-4 is painted in the standard Olive Drab/Neutral Grey camouflage 
along with invasion stripes and a large "Rosie the Rocketer" nose art. Six bazooka launchers had been mounted on the wing struts by its 
pilot, Major James Carpenter, who used it to destroy several German armoured vehicles.

This L-4 (N5580) still flies nowadays, and wears the colours of L-4 s/n 45-4496 when it was assigned ot the New Mexico Air National 
Guard.

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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