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EDITORIAL

I t  w a s  a  q u i e t  m o n t h  o f 

A u g u s t  f o r  t h e  F r e n c h 

W i n g  b u t  w e  w i l l  s o o n  b e 

a b l e  t o  m e e t  a g a i n  f o r 

o u r  g e n e r a l  m e e t i n g  o n 

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 .  I  h o p e  m a n y 

o f  y o u  w i l l  a t t e n d .

W e  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w i n g 

t h e  p a s t  y e a r  a n d  w i l l 

d i s c u s s  o u r  f u t u r e  p r o j e c t s .

S e e  y o u  s o o n !

S t é p h a n e  D u c h e m i n

Nouvelle Vidéo: 
Photo-report: Stearman Fly-In

CAF Arizona Wing
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .
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Par Guillaume Hirsch

Readings: "Croix de Lorraine sur Dieppe"

T h i s  s u m m e r  w e  r e m e m -
b e r e d  t h e  1 9 4 4  A l -

l i e d  l a n d i n g s  i n  N o r m a n d y . 
M a n y  F r e n c h m e n  t o o k  p a r t 
i n  t h e s e  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  i n 
t h e  e n s u i n g  c o m b a t s ,  b e  i t 
o n  t h e  g r o u n d ,  a t  s e a  o r  i n 
t h e  a i r .  N o t e w o r t h y  i s  t h e 
a c t i o n  o f  t h e  1 7 7  F r e n c h 
c o m m a n d o s  w h o  l a n d e d  o n 
S w o r d  B e a c h  o r  t h e  c r e w s 
o f  t h e  L o r r a i n e  b o m b -
e r  g r o u p ,  w h o  l a i d  s m o k e 
s c r e e n s  o v e r  t h e  b e a c h e s  t o 
p r o t e c t  t h e  f i r s t  l a n d i n g 
w a v e .

I t  i s  o f t e n  f o r g o t t e n  t h a t 
t w o  y e a r s  e a r l i e r ,  o n  1 9 
A u g u s t  1 9 4 2 ,  a n o t h e r  l a n d -
i n g  w a s  a t t e m p t e d  i n  t h e 
D i e p p e  s e c t o r .  T h i s  r a i d 
w a s  s e t  u p  b y  L o r d  M o u n t -
b a t t e n  a t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f 
P r i m e  M i n i s t e r  W i n s t o n 
C h u r c h i l l ,  a n d  w a s  m e a n t 
t o  s a t i s f y  S t a l i n ' s  r e q u e s t 
t o  o p e n  a  s e c o n d  f r o n t  i n 
E u r o p e .  T h i s  o p e r a t i o n , 
i n i t i a l l y  n a m e d  O p e r a t i o n 
R u t t e r ,  w a s  t o  s t a r t  o n  J u l y 
8 .  I t s  p u r p o s e  w a s  t o  s e i z e 
v a r i o u s  m i l i t a r y  o b j e c t i v e s 
( a r t i l l e r y  b a t t e r i e s ,  a i r -
f i e l d s . . . )  a n d  t o  t e s t  G e r -
m a n  d e f e n c e s  i n  p r e p a r a -
t i o n  o f  t h e  f u t u r e ,  " r e a l " , 
i n v a s i o n .  I t  w a s  p o s t -
p o n e d  a n d  l a t e r  c a n c e l l e d 
d u e  t o  p o o r  w e a t h e r  o v e r 
t h e  C h a n n e l .  T h e  l a n d -
i n g  t r o o p s  w e r e  s e n t  b a c k 
t o  t h e i r  b a s e s  a f t e r  s p e n d -
i n g  s e v e r a l  d a y s  o n  b o a r d 

R o y a l  N a v y  s h i p s .  A s  c o u l d 
b e  e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  o p e r a t i o n 
a n d  i t s  v a r i o u s  p h a s e s  b e -
c a m e  k n o w n  t o  t h e  e n e m y. 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  t h i s  d i d  n o t 
d e t e r  t h e  B r i t i s h  h i g h  c o m -
m a n d  t o  a t t e m p t  i t  a g a i n  o n 
A u g u s t  1 8 ,  u n d e r  t h e  c o d e -
n a m e  O p e r a t i o n  J u b i l e e .

 T h i s  m o n t h ' s  b o o k  r e v i e w 
i s  o f  Y v e s  M o r i e u l t ' s  " C r o i x 
d e  L o r r a i n e  s u r  D i e p p e " . 
T h i s  b o o k  i s  a  s t u d y  o f  t h e 
o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  a d d r e s s e s  i n 
p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f 
t h e  4 9  F r e e  F r e n c h  a i r m e n 
w h o  t o o k  p a r t  i n  i t .  T h e 
b o o k  b e g i n s  w i t h  a  g e n e r a l 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  h i s t o r i -
c a l  c o n t e x t  b e f o r e  p r e s e n t -
i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  i n  p a r -
t i c u l a r .  T h e  a u t h o r  t h e n 
m a k e s  a n  e x h a u s t i v e  s t u d y 
o f  t h e  u n i t s  t o  w h i c h  t h e s e 
F A F L  p i l o t s  w e r e  a s s i g n e d . 
E a c h  p i l o t  i s  i n d i v i d u a l -
l y  p r e s e n t e d ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e 
f a m o u s  p e o p l e  t h e y  w e r e 
r e l a t e d  t o .  T h e s e  m e n ,  w h o 
w e r e  a m o n g  t h e  f i r s t  F r e e 
F r e n c h ,  f l e w  o v e r  1 0 0  m i s -
s i o n s  d u r i n g  t h e  o p e r a t i o n . 
Tw e n t y - n i n e  o f  t h e m  w o u l d 
n o t  l i v e  t o  s e e  t h e  l i b e r a -
t i o n  o f  F r a n c e  a n d  t h e  e n d 
o f  t h e  w a r .

" C r o i x  d e  L o r r a i n e  s u r 
D i e p p e  "  w a s  p u b l i s h e d 
b y  A é r o  E d i t i o n s  i n  2 0 0 2 
( I S B N  2 - 9 5 1 4 5 6 7 - 3 - 5 ) .  I t 
c o n t a i n s  1 2 0  p a g e s  a n d  n u -
m e r o u s  i l l u s t r a t i o n s .  ■

Above : capitaine Emile Fayolle, one of the Free 
French pilots who took part in Operation Jubilee 
with No 340 (Free French) Squadron.

Below: Spitfire Mk Vb BM324 was flown by 
Wing Commander Bernard Dupérier, the CO 
of No 340 (Free French) Squadron during Op-
eration Jubilee. The white recognition stripes are 
often and erroneously associated with Operation 
Jubilee. These were planned for Operation Rut-
ter, but were removed from all aircraft on July 
17, 1942. The aircraft of operation Jubilee never 
wore them.
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Art i c l e :  Roger  Rober t .

T h i s  m o n t h ,  w e  v i s i t  A r i -
z o n a ,  o n e  o f  m y  f a v o u r -

i t e  s t a t e s ,  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h e 
A r i z o n a  W i n g  o f  t h e  C A F, 
b a s e d  i n  M e s a  n e a r  P h o e n i x .

O n  1 4  J a n u a r y  1 9 7 8 ,  s h o r t l y 
a f t e r  t h e  A r i z o n a  W i n g  w a s 
c r e a t e d ,  C o l .  M i k e  C l a r k e 
a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  a  B - 1 7  ( s / n 
4 4 - 8 3 5 1 4 )  h a d  b e e n  d o n a t -
e d  t o  t h e  C A F  a n d  a s s i g n e d 
t o  t h e  A r i z o n a  W i n g .  A  l o -
c a l  m e d i a  l a u n c h e d  a  p o l l  t o 
f i n d  a  s u i t a b l e  n a m e  f o r  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  a n d  t h e  r e s u l t  w a s 
" S e n t i m e n t a l  J o u r n e y " .

I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t o  u s e  a  p h o -
t o  o f  t h e  m o s t  f a m o u s  p i n -
u p  o f  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I  a s  n o s e 
a r t .  A f t e r  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  p e r -
m i s s i o n s  w e r e  o b t a i n e d , 
B e t t y  G r a b l e  m a d e  h e r  a p -
p e a r a n c e  o n  t h e  n o s e  o f  t h e 
F l y i n g  F o r t r e s s .

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A r i z o n a 
W i n g  b e g a n  t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n 
o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w i t h  t h e  i n -
t e n t i o n  o f  p u t t i n g  i t  b a c k 
i n  i t s  o r i g i n a l  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I 
s t a t e .  T h i s  i n v o l v e d ,  a m o n g 
o t h e r  t h i n g s ,  r e i n s t a l l i n g 
t h e  b o m b  d o o r s ,  f o u r  g u n 
t u r r e t s ,  n a v i g a t o r  a n d  r a -

d i o  o p e r a t o r  s t a t i o n s ,  N o r -
d e n  b o m b s i g h t  a n d  m a c h i n e 
g u n s .

F r o m  1 9 8 6  o n ,  " S e n t i m e n -
t a l  J o u r n e y "  h a s  b e e n  v i s i t -
i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d 
C a n a d a ,  m a k i n g  a n  a v e r a g e 
o f  6 0  d i s p l a y s  e v e r y  y e a r .

I n  1 9 8 1 ,  a  B - 2 5  w a s  d o n a t -
e d  t o  t h e  C A F  a n d  a l s o  a s -
s i g n e d  t o  t h e  A r i z o n a  W i n g .

T h i s  B - 2 5  w a s  d e l i v e r e d  t o 
t h e  U S  A r m y  A i r  F o r c e  o n 
J u n e  9 ,  1 9 4 4 .  I t  f l e w  1 5 
c o m b a t  m i s s i o n s  o v e r  I t a -
l y  b e t w e e n  N o v e m b e r  4  a n d 
D e c e m b e r  3 1 ,  1 9 4 4 ,  w i t h 
t h e  4 3 7 t h  B o m b  S q u a d r o n 
o f  t h e  3 1 9 t h  B o m b  G r o u p , 
b a s e d  i n  S e r r a g g i a  a i r f i e l d 
o n  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  C o r s i c a .

U p o n  i t s  d e l i v e r y  t o  t h e  A r -
i z o n a  W i n g ,  i t  w a s  s t o r e d 
i n  a  r e n t e d  h a n g a r  i n  F a l -
c o n  F i e l d ,  w h e r e  m e m b e r s 
d i s m a n t l e d  i t .

O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  g o a l  w a s 
t o  r e s t o r e  i t  t o  i t s  w a r t i m e 
c o n d i t i o n ,  w h i c h  t o o k  2 7 
y e a r s  o f  w o r k .

T h e  n a m e  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t 
( " M a i d  i n  t h e  s h a d e " )  a n d 

i t s  n o s e  a r t  w e r e  t h e  r e s u l t 
o f  a  v o t e  b y  m e m b e r s  i n 
2 0 0 2 - 2 0 0 3 .

D u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f 
2 0 0 7 / 2 0 0 8 ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t 
w a s  f i n a l l y  r e a d y  t o  r e c e i v e 
i t s  F A A  f l i g h t  c e r t i f i c a t e .

CAF Arizona Wing
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In 1985, the construction of a first 
hangar began, which made it possi-
ble to work indoors on "Sentimental 
Journey".

The hangar is also used every year in 
March for "A Night in the 40s", a 
large big band dance and fund-rais-
ing event. Many of the participants 
are dressed in 1940s-style cloths. An 
average of 1,400 people attend every 
year.

The arrival of new planes and the 
creation of new attractions and dis-
plays made the hangar a bit small. In 
2003, a 30,000 square feet building 
was built, with enough space for vari-
ous events.

As of today, the Arizona Wing main-
tains and operated the B-17G "Senti-
mental Journey", the B-25 "Maid in 
the Shade", a SNJ, a C-47 Dakota, 
a C-45 Expeditor, a PT-17 Stearman 
and a L-16 Grasshopper. Rides on the 
aircraft are available.

Restoration projects include a MiG-
15, a Grumman Guardian and a 
Sikorsky H-19 helicopter. The Arizo-
na Wing also has several aircraft on 
display: F-4 Phantom II, A-26 Invad-
er, S.E.5a, a Schweizer TG-3A glider 
and a MiG-21, plus various visitors.

The Arizona Wing has a wide col-
lection of World War II documents 
and objects, donated by veterans and 
their families for public display.

School children, who are too young 
to have experienced these periods, 
can now discover this part of the his-
tory of the United States. The muse-
um's shop also includes many unique 
items that visitors can purchase. ■

Learn more about the Arizona 
Wing from its website:

http://www.azcaf.org

http://www.azcaf.org
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Article: Stéphane Duchemin, Photos: 
Jean-Pierre Touzeau.

On August 23 and 24, the first Eu-
ropean Stearman fly-in was held at 
the La Ferté-Alais airfield, organ-
ized by the Stearman Roanne asso-
ciation.

No less than 20 aircraft came from 
France, the United-Kingdom, Swit-
zerland, Italy and the Netherlands.

The event allowed Stearman own-
ers to get to know each other and 
share knowledge on their machines, 
as well as fly in formation.

On Sunday, a beautiful formation 
of 6 Stearmans was seen, composed 
of two vics of three aircraft.

The crowd was entertained by the 
Dutch Flying Circus, to the delight 
of both children and adults.

The Amicale Jean-Baptiste Salis 
was the host for the event. ■

Stearman fly-in at La Ferté-Alais

Find more photos of this event of 
Jean-Pierre Flickr photo album:

https://www.flickr.com/
photos/99352218@N03/

sets/72157646555680117/

https://www.flickr.com/photos/99352218@N03/sets/72157646555680117/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/99352218@N03/sets/72157646555680117/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/99352218@N03/sets/72157646555680117/
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This weary-looking He 177A-1 (unknown Wk.Nr.) was used in 1943 by the FFS(B) training unit in Burg bei Magdeburg. 
The unit used hand-me-down He 177A-1 and A-3 bombers from frontline units, often in poor shape.

This Heinkel He 177A-3 (Wk. Nr. 535 353) was the V32 prototype and was used to test a quad-gun turret for late-mark He 177.  The 
size of the turret meant that the rudder had to be redesigned. The camouflage scheme is hypothetical and is based on aircraft used in the 
He 177A-6 developement program in late 1943.

Seen just before delivery to 6./KG 40 based in Bordeaux-Mérignac in France, this Heinkel He 177A-5 wore a standard RLM 65/70/71 
camouflage with RLM 02 et 70 "serpentines". It carried three Henschel Hs 293 radio-guided anti-ship missiles. 

Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

Battle colours: Heinkel He 177 Greif
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