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E D I TO R I A L

T h e  m o n t h  o f  N o v e m b e r 
w a s  a  q u i e t  o n e  f o r  t h e 

F r e n c h  W i n g .  C o l d  w e a t h e r 
a n d  o u r  m e m b e r ' s  b u s y  l i v e s 
l a r g e l y  a c c o u n t  f o r  t h i s .  B e  i t 
a s  i t  m a y,  h e r e  i s  a  n e w  i s s u e 
o f  o u r  m o n t h l y  n e w s l e t t e r !

C o l o n e l  R o g e r  R o b e r t 

h a s  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y 

a c t i v e .  H e  h a s  b e e n  v i s i t i n g 

t h e  U S  a n d  f u l f i l l i n g  o n e  o f 

h i s  d r e a m s :  a t t e n d i n g  t h e 

a n n u a l  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r 

F o r c e  a i r s h o w  i n  M i d l a n d . 

H e  w r o t e  a  v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g 

a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  v i s i t .

H a v i n g  c o l l a b o r a t e d  w i t h 

D i m i t r i o s  Va s s i l o p o u l o s 

o n  h i s  b o o k  a b o u t  G r e e k 

p i l o t s  i n  A l l i e d  a i r  f o r c e s 

d u r i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r  Tw o ,  I  w a s 

r e c e n t l y  c o n t a c t e d  b y  D a n 

M a n t h o s ,  t h e  e l d e s t  s o n  o f 

o n e  o f  t h e s e  p i l o t s .  D a n  h a s 

c r e a t e d  a  w e b s i t e  d e d i c a t e d 

t o  t h e  m e m o r y  o f  h i s  f a t h e r 

a n d  w a n t e d  p e r m i s s i o n  t o 

u s e  m y  p r o f i l e s  t o  i l l u s t r a t e 

i t .  T h e  w e b s i t e  i n c l u d e s  a 

v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  c o l l e c t i o n 

o f  p h o t o g r a p h s ,  m a n y  o f 

t h e m  i n  c o l o u r,  w h i c h  I 

w a n t e d  t o  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e s e 

c o l u m n s .  H o w e v e r,  I  t h o u g h t 

i t  w o u l d  b e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o 

b e g i n  b y  i n t r o d u c i n g  h i s 
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f a t h e r  A t l e e  M a n t h o s .  T h e 

a r t i c l e  a n d  p h o t o s  a b o u t 

" P a p p y "  M a n t h o s  a r e  f r o m 

t h i s  w e b s i t e .  Yo u  w i l l  l e a r n 

o f  M a n t h o s '  b o t h  t y p i c a l  a n d 

u n i q u e  s t o r y.  U n i q u e  b e c a u s e 

e v e r y  m a n ' s  l i f e  r e s s e m b l e s 

n o  o t h e r.  Ty p i c a l  b e c a u s e 

i t  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e 

c o m m i t m e n t  a n d  s a c r i f i c e s 

m a d e  b y  t h o u s a n d s  o f 

E u r o p e a n  i m m i g r a n t s  w h o 

a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h 

c e n t u r y  a n d  f o u g h t  f o r  t h e i r 

a d o p t i v e  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e 

l i b e r a t i o n  o f  a  c o n t i n e n t  t h e y 

h a d  l e f t  n o t - s o - l o n g  a g o .

-  B e r t r a n d  B r o w n

"Pappy Manthos": a greek in the USAAF
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .
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A r t i c l e :  R o g e r  R o b e r t .

W h e r e  c a n  o n e  s e e  t h e  g r e a t -
e s t  g a t h e r i n g  o f  Wo r l d  Wa r 
I I  w a r b i r d s  i n  f l i g h t ?  M y 
a n s w e r  t o  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s , 
w i t h o u t  h e s i t a t i o n ,  i n  M i d -
l a n d  d u r i n g  t h e  C o m m e m o -
r a t i v e  A i r  F o r c e  a n n u a l  a i r -
s h o w.

A t t e n d i n g  t h i s  a i r s h o w  w a s 
a  l o n g - t i m e  d r e a m  w h i c h 
r e c e n t l y  b e c a m e  r e a l i t y . 
T h i s  t r i p  a l l o w e d  m e  t o 
g e t  t o  k n o w  Te x a s  b e t t e r 
( 6 9 6  0 0 0  k m ² ) .  I  s e i z e d 
t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  v i s i t 
s e v e r a l  m u s e u m s :  a v i a t i o n 
m u s e u m s  ( 4  m o r e ) ,  P r e s i -
d e n t i a l  L i b r a r y  ( L y n d o n 
J o h n s o n  i n  A u s t i n ,  a  b e a u -
t i f u l  t o w n ) ,  G e o r g e  B u s h 
i n  C o l l e g e  S t a t i o n ) ,  t h e 
s u p e r b  P a c i f i c  Wa r  m u s e -
u m  i n  F r e d e r i c k s b u r g ,  T h e 
Te x a s  R a n g e r s  a n d  D r  P e p -
p e r ,  i n  Wa c o ,  e t c  . . . !

B u t  l e t ' s  g e t  b a c k  t o  M i d l a n d 
:  t h e  f i r s t  a i r s h o w  w a s  o r -
g a n i s e d  i n  1 9 6 3 .  To d a y,  t h e 
C A F  r e g r o u p s  o v e r  1 6 0  f l y -
i n g  w a r b i r d s  i n  W i n g  a n d 
S q u a d r o n s  b a s e d  i n  2 4  A m e r -
i c a n  s t a t e s  a s  w e l l  a s  4  f o r -
e i g n  c o u n t r i e s .

S a t u r d a y ,  I  a r r i v e d  o n  t h e 
p a r k i n g  l o t  a t  7 : 0 0  A M .  I 
w a s  b y  n o  m e a n s  t h e  f i r s t  o n 
t h e  s p o t  a s  t h e  m a i n  h a n g a r 
a n d  i t s  s u r r o u n d i n g s  w e r e 
a l r e a d y  b u z z i n g  w i t h  a c t i v -
i t y .

8 : 3 0  A M :  t h e  p u b l i c  i s  l e t 
i n ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s  r e a d y  f o r 
b r e a k f a s t .  N o w,  a n d  u n -
t i l  1 1 : 3 0  A M ,  i s  a l s o  t h e 
c h a n c e  t o  g o  a d m i r e  t h e 
f i g h t e r s  a n d  b o m b e r s  w h i c h 
w i l l  f l y  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n . 
S o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  a v a i l a b l e 
f o r  r i d e s .

1 1 : 4 0  A M :  t h e  A m e r i c a n 

a n d  Te x a n  f l a g s  a r e  p r e s e n t -
e d .

1 1 : 4 5  A M :  t h e  n e w  C A F 
C o l o n e l s  a r e  w e l c o m e d .

12:00 PM: Nat ional  hymn.  Al-
though I  am fa i r ly  accustomed 
to  such ceremonies  f rom my 
war ious  v i s i t s  to  the  States ,  I 
am st i l l  moved to  see  the  publ ic 
so  s i l ent  and respect fu l  of  these 
t radi t ions .

The a i r show of f ic ia ly  s tar t s  a t 
noon,  and the  s tands  are  a l ready 
a l ive  with act iv i ty.  The f l ight 
demonstrat ions  wi l l  be  pract i -
ca l ly  non-stop and v i s i tors  wi l l 
have  to  eat  whi le  s tar ing at  the 
sky.

Of the  var ious  presentat ions ,  the 
fo l lowing caught  my at tent ion:

Aerobat ics  by:

• 	 A d a m  B a k e r  o n  t h e  E x t r a 
3 0 0  X L ,
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• 	 T h e  F a l c o n  F l i g h t , 
c o m p o s e d  o f  9  e x -
p e r i m e n t a l  V a n ' s  R V 
f r o m  O r e g o n .

• 	 F r a n k l i n ’ s  F l y i n g 
C i r c u s   o n  t h e  F r a n k -
l i n  D e m o n  1  «   D r a c -
u l a » ,

• 	 T h e  e x c e p t i o n a l 
M i G - 1 7  f l i g h t  d e m -
o n s t r a t i o n  m a d e  b y 
R a n d y  W .  B a l l ,  o n e  o f 
t h e  m o s t  a c c l a i m e d 
j e t  a e r o b a t i c  p i l o t s .

• 	 T h e  P - 5 1  A c r o

O n e  c o u l d  a d d  t o  t h i s 
l i s t  t h e  F l a s h f i r e  j e t 
t r u c k ,  t h e  w o r l d ' s  f a s t -
e s t  C h e v y  p i c k - u p  t r u c k 
( 3 7 5  m p h ) ,  a n d  m a n y 
o t h e r s .

To r a !  To r a !  To r a !

T h i s  i s  t h e  f a m o u s  r e c o n -
s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  J a p a n e s e 
D e c e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 4 1  a e r i a l  a t -
t a c k   o n  P e a r l  H a r b o u r .  I t 
a l l  s t a r t e d  i n  1 9 7 2 ,  w h e n 
s i x  J a p a n e s e  w a r p l a n e  r e p -
l i c a s  u s e d  f o r  t h e  m o v i e 
b e a r i n g  t h e  s a m e  n a m e  w e r e 
g i v e n  t o  t h e  C A F.  T h e  f i r s t 
a p p e a r a n c e  w a s  a t  t h e  G a l -
v e s t o n  a i r s h o w  o n  2 5  J u n e 
1 9 7 2 .  I n  2 0 0 0 ,  t h e  s h o w ' s 
a i r c r a f t  a n d  p i l o t s  p a r t i c i -
p a t e d  i n  t h e  s h o o t i n g  o f  t h e 
m o v i e  " P e a r l  H a r b o u r " .

O n  a v e r a g e ,  t h e  To r a  g r o u p 
p a r t i c i p a t e s  i n  1 2  t o  1 6 
s h o w  w i t h  8  t o  1 0  a i r c r a f t 
p e r  s h o w.  E a c h  d i s p l a y  i n -
v o l v e s  o v e r  6 0  p y r o t e c h n i c s 

e f f e c t s ,  a n d  m o b i l i s e s  2 0  t o 
2 6  p e o p l e .

T h i s  b e i n g  s a i d ,  i m a g -
i n e  t h e  s c e n e .  We  h a v e 
j u s t  s e e n  s e v e r a l  d e l i g h t f u l 
f l i g h t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  a n d 
t h e  p u b l i c  i s  s t i l l  u n d e r  t h e 
c h a r m  w h e n  a l l  a l l  o f  a  s u d -
d e n . . .  s i r e n s  r i n g .  We ' r e 
b e i n g  a t t a c k e d !

K a t e s ,  Va l s  a n d  Z e r o e s  d i v e 
o n  u s  f r o m  t h e  s k y ,  w a v e  a f -
t e r  w a v e  a n d  b o m b  u s .  E x -
p l o s i o n s  g o  o f f ,  m i x e d  w i t h 
r e m a r k a b l y  r e a l i s t i c  s p e c i a l 
e f f e c t s .  I t  s e e m s  e n d l e s s .  A 
B - 1 7 ,  o f  t h e  Te x a s  R a i d e r s , 
i s  h i t ,  s m o k e  p o u r i n g  f r o m 
t h r e e  o f  i t s  f o u r  e n g i n e s ! 
H o p e  e m e r g e s  w h e n  a  P - 4 0 
s t a r t s  c h a s i n g  a  Z e r o ,  b u t 
t h a t  w i l l  n o t  b e  e n o u g h .  F i -
n a l l y ,  t h e  " J a p a n e s e "  l e a v e 
M i d l a n d  c o v e r e d  i n  s m o k e .

L o u d s p e a k e r s  p l a y  P r e s i -
d e n t  R o o s e v e l t  f a m o u s  r a -
d i o  s t a t e m e n t :  " Ye s t e r d a y , 
D e c e m b e r  7 ,  1 9 4 1 ,  a  d a t e 
w h i c h  w i l l  l i v e  i n  i n f a m y. . . "

B u t  t h e  s h o w  m u s t  g o  o n . 
T h e  To r a  g r o u p  h a s  l a n d e d . 
A f t e r  a  m o m e n t  o f  s i l e n c e , 
a l l  i s  a p p e a s e d  i n  M i d l a n d .

H o w e v e r ,  b o m b e r s  a p p e a r 
i n  t h e  s k y :  3  B - 1 7 ,  2  B - 2 5 , 
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1  A - 2 6  a n d  a  m o m e n t  l a t -
e r ,  t h e  B - 2 9 .  T h e y  c o m e  i n 
c l o s e r  a n d  t h e  b o m b s  g o  o f f 
a g a i n .

A f t e r  t h i s : 

• 	 l o w - a l t i t u d e  s t r a f i n g  a t -
t a c k s  b y  P - 5 1 s ,  P - 4 0 s ,  …

• 	 t h e   S B 2 C  H e l l d i v e r ' s 
s p l e n d i d  f l i g h t  d e m o n -
s t r a t i o n .

N a t u r a l l y ,  a l l  o f  t h e s e 
s c e n e s  a r e  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y 
t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  s p e c i a l  e f -
f e c t s . . .

F l i g h t  d e m o n s t r a t i o n s

B y  T- 6 ,  S N J  ( i n  f o r m a t i o n ) , 
N a v y  w a r b i r d s  ( T B M ,  H e l l -
c a t ,  B e a r c a t , … ) ,  t r a i n i n g 
a i r c r a f t  ( L - 1 7 ,  P T- 1 3 ,  P T-
1 9 ,  P T- 2 6 ,  S N J ,  T- 2 8 ,  . . ) , 

I  m u s t  m e n t i o n  t h e  " r i d e s " 
w h i c h  h a v e  a  g r e a t  s u c c e s s 
w i t h  t h e  p u b l i c ,  w h o  g e t s  a 
c h a n c e  t o  f l y  o n  l e g e n d a r y 
a i r c r a f t  s u c h  a s  t h e  B - 1 7 , 
B - 2 5 ,  P T- 1 9  C o r n e l l ,  P - 5 1 
M u s t a n g ,  B - 2 9  F i f i ,  o n 
w h i c h  I  w a s  t h r i l l e d  t o  f l y 
i n ,  t h e  C - 4 5 ,  w h i c h  I  a l s o 
t e s t e d ,  e t c  . . . .

C r e d i t  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  o n 
t h e  o r g a n i s a t i o n  a n d  t h e 
v o l u n t e e r s .

Yo u n g  p e o p l e  a r e  i n  c h a r g e 
o f  s e c u r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  a c -
t i v e  r u n w a y s  a n d  t h e  v e r y -
d i s c i p l i n e d  p u b l i c .  T h e y 

a r e  s t a t i o n e d  e v e r y  n o w  a n d 
t h e n ,  w i t h  r e g u l a r  w a t e r 
s u p p l i e s  a n d  r e l i e f .

B o y s c o u t s  t a k e  c a r e  o f 
c l e a n i n g  u p  t h e  p r e m i s e s .

I n  t h e  m u s e u m ,  m i l i t a r y  c a -
d e t s  a r e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  a c c o m -
p a n y i n g  v i s i t o r s .

I  a m  n o t  f o r g e t t i n g  a l l  o f 
t h e  o t h e r  p e o p l e  w h o  p l a y 
a n  e s s e n t i a l  r o l e  i n  t h e 
s u c c e s s  o f  t h e s e  t w o  d a y s .

T h e  a i r s h o w  i s  p r a c t i c a l l y 
o v e r .  A  w a v e  o f  a p p l a u s e 
g r e e t s  t h e  c a r a v a n  o f  v e -
h i c l e s  b r i n g i n g  b a c k  t h e 
p y r o t e c h n i c  t e a m s .
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A t  5 : 0 0  P M ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i s 
o v e r .  T h e  p u b l i c  l e a v e s  t h e 
p r e m i s e s  i n  g o o d  o r d e r .  I n 
s h o r t ,  t h i s  w a s  a  s p l e n d i d , 
w e l l - o r g a n i s e d  s h o w  w h i c h 
m a k e s  o n e  w a n t  t o  r e t u r n .

W h i l e  t h e  a i r s h o w  a l o n e  i s 
w o r t h  t h e  v i s i t ,  I  s t r o n g -
l y  u r g e  y o u 
t o  v i s i t  t h e 
m u s e u m  ( o n 
S a t u r d a y ,  a s 
i t  i s  c l o s e d 
o n  S u n d a y ) .

T h e  A i r p o w -
e r  H e r i t -
a g e  M u s e u m 
w a s  a  g r e a t 
d i s c o v e r y 
f o r  m e .  I ' v e 
r a r e l y  s e e n 
a  Wo r l d  Wa r 
I I  e x p o s i t i o n 
o f  t h i s  q u a l -
i t y .  I t  c o v -
e r s  a l l  o f  t h e 
i m p o r t a n t 
e v e n t s  o f  t h e 
w a r ,  s p a n -
n i n g  a l l  t h e -
a t r e s  o f  o p e r a t i o n s ,  w i t h 
w e l l  t h o u g h - o u t  a n d  i l l u s -
t r a t e d  p a n e l s ,  v i d e o s  a n d 
a r t e f a c t s .

• 	 1 9 3 1  J a p a n  i n v a d e s  C h i -
n a

• 	 1 9 3 6 - 1 9 3 9  R e i g n  o f  t e r -
r o r  S p a n i s h  C i v i l  Wa r

• 	 W W  I I  b e g i n s  /  i n v a s i o n 
o f  P o l a n d

• 	 1 9 4 0  F a l l  o f  F r a n c e ,  o c -
c u p i e d  F r a n c e

• 	 B a t t l e  o f  B r i t a i n  ( J u l y 
1 9 4 0 -  M a y  1 9 4 1 )

• 	 t h e  F l y i n g  T i g e r s  ( 1 9 4 1 -
1 9 4 2 )

• 	 E a s t e r n  f r o n t  ( J u n e 
1 9 4 1 )

• 	 T h e  Wa s p s
• 	 T h e  A f r i c a n  c a m p a i g n 

( J u n e  1 9 4 0  –  F e b r u a r y 
1 9 4 3 )

• 	 A m e r i c a n  i s o l a t i o n i s m
• 	 P e a r l  H a r b o u r  ( D e c e m -

b e r  1 9 4 1 )
• 	 A  s l e e p i n g  G i a n t  a w a k -

e n s
• 	 D o o l i t l e ’ s  To k y o  r a i d 

( A p r i l  1 9 4 2 )
• 	 T h e  C o r a l  S e a  ( M a y 

1 9 4 2 )  a n d  M i d w a y  ( J u n e 
1 9 4 2 )

• 	 N a v a j o  c o d e  t a l k e r s
• 	 Tu s k e g e e  a i r m e n
• 	 S t r a t e g i c  b o m b i n g
• 	 D - D A Y  ( j u i n  1 9 4 4 )
• 	 B i r t h  o f  t h e  a t o m i c  a g e
• 	 T h e  c a p i t u l a t i o n ,  e t c  …

O t h e r  e x h i b i t i o n s

A  u n i q u e 
c o l l e c t i o n 
o f  3 3  r e a l 
" n o s e  a r t " 
p a n e l s  s a l -
v a g e d  f r o m 
s c r a p p e d 
c o m b a t  a i r -
c r a f t .

T h e  
5 0 7 t h   F i g h t -
e r  G r o u p 
w h i c h  s e r v e d 
i n  t h e  P a c i f -
i c ,  f l y i n g  t h e 
P - 4 7  T h u n -
d e r b o l t s .    I t 
w a s  t h e  l a s t 
g r o u p  t o  e n -
t e r  t h e  w a r 
b e t w e e n  J u l y 

1  a n d  A u g u s t  1 5 ,  1 9 4 5 .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  C o m b a t  A i r -
m a n  H a l l  o f  F a m e  i n  w h i c h 
I  d i s c o v e r e d  t h e  f i r s t  o f -
f i c i a l l y - r e c o g n i z e d  A m e r -
i c a n  a c e ,  M a j o r   A r t h u r 
C h i n ,  a  «   C h i n e s e  - A m e r i -
c a n   »  w h o  v o l u n t e e r e d  i n 
1 9 3 7  t o  f i g h t  t h e  J a p a -
n e s e .

T h e  G e o r g e  B u s h  S r .  e x -
h i b i t i o n  ( 5 8  c o m b a t  m i s -
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s i o n s  i n  t h e  P a c i f i c ,  f l y i n g 
t h e  A v e n g e r ) .  

T h e  w o r k  o f  d e  P e t e r 
H u r d ,  a r t i s t e  a n d  w a r  c o r -
r e s p o n d e n t  f o r  L i f e  M a g a -
z i n e .

T h e  V i e t n a m  W a r  M e m o r i -
a l :  a  s t a t i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  f o 
t h e  f i g h t e r s  a n d  h e l i c o p -
t e r s  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  i n  V i -
e t n a m  ( F - 1 0 5 ,  P h a n t o m , 
F - 1 0 0 ,  B e l l  H u e y  a n d  C o -
b r a ,  … ) .

A l l  i n  a l l ,  t h e  a i r s h o w  a n d 
t h e  m u s e u m  a r e  w o r t h y  o f 
t h e  C A F ' s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  a n d 
I  c a n  o n l y  u r g e  y o u  t o  a t -
t e n d  a n d  v i s i t .

I ' l l  c o n c l u d e  w i t h  a  h o m -
a g e  t o  L l o y d  N o l e n  w h o  c a n 
b e  p r o u d  o f  h i s  a c h i e v e -
m e n t s .

L o n g  l i v e  t h e  C o m m e m o -
r a t i v e  A i r  F o r c e ,  a n d  o f 
c o u r s e  t h e  F r e n c h  W i n g !  ■
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Article et photos: Dan Manthos, traduc-
tion: Bertrand Brown.

My father Atlee was a first generation 
American, a new-world amalgam of im-
migrants from different old-world cul-
tures. His father came to these shores 
in 1905 from the beautiful mountain 
village of Kalavryta, nested in a val-
ley in the north of the Peloponnesus in 
Greece. Mike Manthos chose to cast his 
fate to the clean open spaces of Central 
Texas and the embrace of the daughter 
of Swiss and German immigrants, Lau-
ra Klein, who was raised in the German 
farming community of Fredericksburg 
among other German speaking immi-
grants. Atlee was born on August 4, 

1912, in San Antonio.

Sadly, Mike and Laura divorced only a 
few years after their son was born. Mike 
moved to Houston where he started an-
other family. Atlee lived for several years 
with his Uncle Carl in Fredericksburg 
where he spoke German before he spoke 
English. When he was nine he went to 
live with his mother and her new hus-
band John Halbardier in San Antonio.
Atlee was mechanically inclined from an 
early age and by the time he was eight-
een he owned a model T Ford "Flivver". 
He had a thirst for speed, and in the days 
before bumper stickers he painted his 
own messages on the rear fenders. One 
reads "Pass me, Hell ain't half full".

Once the Great Depression came to Tex-
as things were difficult for everyone and 
work was scarce. Atlee graduated from 
San Antonio High School in 1930 and 
entered the University of Texas in Austin 
in the fall of 1931. He had no financial 
assistance from anyone and had to work 
long hours for depression era wages to 
pay for school and living expenses. He 
struggled and left the university at the 
end of the academic year in the spring 
of 1932.

In 1933 he joined the Civilian Conser-
vation Corps, the "Tree Army", a feder-
ally funded depression-era  job program 
that offered full time employment for 
young men building roads and planting 

9

"Pappy" 
Manthos

Parcours d'un pilote grec dans 
l'USAAF
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trees in national parks and forests and 
other public lands. He worked for thirty 
dollars a month at CCC Camp F-17-N 
in the Lincoln National Forest near Car-
rizozo in the mountains of south-central 
New Mexico, and later at a camp in the 
Medicine Bow National Forest in south-
eastern Wyoming.

In the fall of 1934 Atlee left with the 
money he had saved and entered St 

Mary's University in San Antonio where 
he began to study Geology. He took 
light loads at St Mary's, picked up an 
Analytic Geometry class from San Anto-
nio Junior College and got nothing but 
A's and B's. He also joined the Reserve 
Officer Training Corps.

After spring semester 1936 he transferred 
back to the University of Texas where he 
continued to study Geology, earning his 
way with drafting and surveying jobs. He 
graduated with honours in 1938.
After college he found a position as a pe-
troleum geologist where he spent his work-
ing days looking for oil. There are geologi-
cal formations in Texas that bear his name.

Once the US entered the Second World 
War Atlee heard the call to arms in gen-
eral and the call to the Army Air Corps in 
particular. As a college graduate he was ac-
cepted as an officer and pilot and began 
training as a cadet at Hicks Field in Fort 
Worth in August of 1941. As the oldest 
member of his class was called "Pappy" af-
ter Al Capp's Li'l Abner cartoon character 
"Pappy" Yokum. He was Pappy to every-
one who knew him the rest of his life.

He completed his training at Randolph 
Field and Kelly Field in San Antonio, 
and in March of 1942 was commis-

sioned as second lieutenant and assigned 
to Waco Army Air Field as flight instruc-
tor with his two best friends, Alva Mur-
phy and Daniel "Stretch" McKinnon.

For the next two years he trained new 
pilots in both basic and advanced flight 
techniques as well as aerial gunnery. 
They were great years. He had an excit-
ing and glamorous job, fast friends, a 
girl, and his relationships with his moth-
er and father and their families were bet-
ter than ever.  

Then everything changed. On 16 May 
1944 his father Mike Manthos died. Less 
than a month later he married Mary Al-
ice Judd. Two weeks after his wedding 
day Pappy left his wife and his family to 
go to war.

In June of 1944 the three friends board-
ed a ship for England and the "Mighty" 
Eighth Air Force to train for duty fly-
ing bomber escort and ground sup-
port missions. Atlee was assigned to the 
496th Fighter Training Group in Gox-
hill and it's likely Murphy and McKin-
non joined him there where they trained 
in early models of the P-51 Mustang. 

In August the pilots were transferred 
to their respective combat units. They 

Before the war, Atlee Manthos worked as 
a geologist in Texas.

Having received his pilot's wings, "Pappy" was assigned as a flight instructor in Waco. He is seen here in a BT-13.
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travelled by train from Goxhill to Cam-
bridge along with Captain Fred Brown, 
then went their separate ways. One of 
the collection's photograph is most 
poignant in this respect: Murphy, Mc-
Kinnon and Manthos, the three great 
friends, are seen together for the last 
time. They would never meet again as a 
group.
Daniel McKinnon was killed in action 
on 10 January 1945 over Vianden Lux-
embourg on the German border dur-
ing the Battle of the Bulge. Alva Mur-
phy, an ace with eight victories, was shot 
down by anti-aircraft fire while strafing 
an airfield near Rhuland Germany on 2 
March 1945, just two months before the 
German High Command surrendered 
and the war in Europe came to an end.

While McKinnon went to the 405th 
Fighter Group, Murphy and Manthos 
went to the legendary 357th Fighter 
Group at Leiston, on the coast about 
100 miles northeast of London. The 
357th consisted of three squadrons of 
24 aircraft each, and according to his 
notes Pappy served in all three. We have 
no record of where he was from August 
until October, so he may have gone to 
the 362nd Fighter Squadron along with 
Murphy. By October 1944 however, 
he was attached to the 363rd Fighter 
Squadron where he flew 24 combat mis-
sions between 9 Oct and 18 Dec in the 
North American Aircraft P-51D Mus-
tang he named for his new wife.

At the end of December 1944 Pappy left 
the 363rd FS for Eighth Air Force Fight-

er Command Headquarters at High Wy-
comb where he remained until the end 
of January 1945. It was about this time 
that Alva Murphy was transferred to the 
364th FS as operations officer. Pappy's 
whereabouts are unknown until he re-
turned to flying missions for the 364th 
on 19 March, only two weeks after Mur-
phy was killed in action. I can't help but 
wonder if the death of his great friend is 
what motivated him to return to combat 
duty as Murphy's replacement.

In any case, once he came to the 364th 
Pappy was assigned a new P-51D which 
he named Mary Alice II - Mad Pappy. 
He flew thirteen missions in Mary Alice 
II between 19 March and 8 May. There 

is a record of damage claimed against a 
Messerschmidt Me-262, the acclaimed 
German jet-powered fighter, on Pap-
py's first mission with the 364th on 19 
March 1945.

On 8 May 1945 Germany surren-
dered unconditionally and the war in 
Europe came to an end.

Two million American servicemen 
headed for home by any means avail-
able and as soon as possible. Pappy 
accepted reassignment to the 78th 
Fighter Group at Duxford as Opera-
tions Officer and remained in Eng-
land until the end of 1945.

His return to Texas in 1946 was not 
a particularly happy one. Within a 
year he was divorced, and the rewards 
of civilian life could not match the 
lure of the skies and the new genera-
tion of jet fighters. The price of his 
return to active duty was the loss of 
wartime rank, but he decided it was 
an arrangement he could live with 
and in July 1947 he left Mary Alice 
and petroleum geology to wear first 
lieutenant's bars in the new US Air 
Force, where he would spend the next 
16 years of his life.

Lt Col Atlee G Manthos, USAF, re-
tired April 1963 as Command Pilot 
with 4300 flight hours. In May 1980 
Pappy died of cardiac arrest and was 
buried in Fort Collins Colorado. ■

Last moments of peacetime before heading for war: "Pappy" in Houston in 1944.

Second Lieutenants Alva C Murphy, Atlee G. Manthos and Daniel A. McKinnon, Au-
gust 1942.



A P-51C Mustang  o f  the  555th Fighter  Squadron in  which Pappy  Manthos  f l ew and t ra ined on the  Mus-
tang  be fore  be ing  a s s igned to  a  combat  uni t .  Ar twork © Gaëtan Marie .

The  f i r s t  o f  Pappy ' s  P-51D Mustang  was  th i s  P-51D-5-NA ( s /n  44-13573)  o f  the  363rd FS,  357th FG, 
which Pappy  nicknamed "Mary  Al i ce" .  It  had previo su ly  been f lown by  RNZAF F/L Jack  Cle land with  the 
name "Isabe l  I II" .  Ar twork © Gaëtan Marie .

Upon his return to the 357th FG in 1945, Pappy received this P-51D-15-NA which he named "Mary Alice II / Mad 
Pappy". The individual code letter is unknown and could have been other than "F".Artwork © Gaëtan Marie.

12



13

POSTSCRIPT

In 2011 my brother  Je f f  and I  were  contacted by a  Greek engi-
neer  named Dimitr ious  Vass i lopoulos ,  who was  working on a 
labor  of  love .  His  interes t  in  av iat ion  and his tory  had led him 
to wri te  a  book about  Greek pi lots  who f lew fore ign f ighter 
a i rcra f t  dur ing WWII and was  looking for  informat ion about 
Pappy.  We were  happy to  obl ige ,  and that  led to  something 
of  an odyssey  of  research dur ing which we both learned a  lot 
more  about  the  o ld bastard than we ever  knew before ,  inc lud-
ing some things  he  may not  have  known about  himse l f.  The 
shor t  b iography above i s  a  resul t  of  that  e f for t .

The book was  recent ly  publ i shed and conta ins  the  war t ime 
s tor ies  of  ten Greek pi lots  who f lew fore ign f ighters  a l l  over 
the  wor ld.  It ' s  wr i t ten in  Greek but  the  volume i s  f i l l ed with 
46 s tunning colour  p lates  by French av iat ion ar t i s t  Gaëtan 
Marie .  Four  of  these  a i rcra f t  prof i le s  depict  Mustangs  f lown 
by Pappy dur ing hi s  t ime with the  357th Fighter  Group.

Greeks  in Foreign Cockpits
Dimitr ios  Vas i lopoulos ,  K.  Pa loul ian,  G.  Chalkiadopoulos

Amazon l ink

http://www.amazon.com/GREEKS-IN-FOREIGN-COCKPITS-Parentage/dp/6188137608
http://www.amazon.com/GREEKS-IN-FOREIGN-COCKPITS-Parentage/dp/6188137608
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Profiles: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie)

Poland's equivalent of Clostermann would probably be Stanisław Skalski (DSO, DFC). He was the first Allied ace of the war, having 
reached 'acedom' on 16 September 1939. He joined the RAF after rejoining France and became the first Polish ace of the war with  18 
11/12th aerial victories, although some sources indicate 22 (and 11/12th). In 1942, he commanded a special fighter unit in North Af-
rican, composed of Polish veterans: "Skalski's Circus". During that period, he flew this vividly-coloured Spitfire Mk IX. Returning to 
Poland in 1947, he was wrongfully accused of espionage and was sentenced to life in prison. He was eventually released in 1956 and 
returned to the Polish Air Force.

With 34 aerial victories, James "Johnnie" Johnson is the first British ace of the Western front. Most of his kills were achieved against 
fighters, and he is also credited with 7 shared victories, 10 damaged and one destroyed on the ground. He flew over 700 combat mis-
sions between 19490 and the end of the war. Johnnie Johnson flew this early-production Mk IX while he commanded No 144 (Cana-
dian) Wing. After the war, he stayed with the RAf and flew in Korea. After he retired in 1966, he remained very active until his death 
in 2001.

www.bravobravoaviation.com

Battle colours: Spitfire Mk IX aces

Can we evoque Spitfire Mk IX aces without starting with Pierre Clostermann? In May 1944, he flew  MH526 with No 
602 (City of Glasgow) Squadron. It was a Mk IXc, which the French ace adorned with a Croix de Lorraine. As all 602 
Squadron aircraft, it also carried Glosgow's lion. Clostermann does not appear to have achieved any aerial victories with 
this aircraft. MH526 ended its career by joining the Italian AF as MM4037 on 26 June 1947.

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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