
EDITORIAL

A e r i a l  a c t i v i t e s  b e i n g 
s c a r c e  t h e s e  d a y s ,  I  h o p e 

y o u  w i l l  e n j o y  t h i s  n e w  i s s u e 
o f  o u r  n e w s l e t t e r  p r e p a r e d  b y 
o u r  f r i e n d  B e r t r a n d .

I n  i t  y o u  w i l l  r e a d  a  v e r y 
i n t e r e s t i n g  a r t i c l e  b y  R o g e r 
R o b e r t  a b o u t  t h e  B - 2 9 / B - 2 4 
S q u a d r o n  w i t h  a  p r e s e n t a t i o n 
o f  V i c  A g a t h e r,  w h o  w a s 
b e h i n d  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f  t h e 
b o m b e r  w h i c h  h a s  b e c o m e 
t h e  e m b l e m  o f  t h e  C A F :  t h e 
B - 2 9  « F i f i » 

Yo u  w i l l  a l s o  d i s c o v e r  w i t h 
p l e a s u r e  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f 
t h e  p h o t o s  t a k e n  b y  G r e e k 
p i l o t  “ P a p p y ”  M a n t h o s ,  w h i c h 
B e r t r a n d  h a d  p r e s e n t e d  i n  t h e 
p r e v i o u s  i s s u e  o f  A i r s h o w.

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e n d  b y  w i s h i n g 
y o u  a l l  a  M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s , 
w i t h  l o t s  o f  a v i a t i o n  p r e s e n t s 
b e n e a t h  t h e  C h r i s t m a s  t r e e !

-  S t é p h a n e  D u c h e m i n

http://www.caffrenchwing.fr
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http://www.lecharpeblanche.fr
http://www.worldwarbirdnews.com
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«Pappy» Manthos’ Photo Albums

Merry Christmas

and Happy New Year !
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .

http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/airshow-newsletter/
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• • • • • • • • • • • • • N e w s • • • • • • • • • • • • •

Jean Roeder passes away

I t  is with great sadness that we learned of the 
passing of Jean Roeder, a founding member of 
the French Supporter Squadron and CAF French 
Wing. Jean was 84 years old. 

Having worked with Deutsche Airbus, he joined 
Airbus Industr ies in Toulouse where he worked on 
long-range large-capacity air l iner programs, one 
of which was a project of two A340 fuselage joi-
ned together, which later evolved into the A3XX 
and later became the A380. Before this, Jean Ro-
der headed the consort ium’s technology center 
and had imagined the creation of an air l iner that 
could be bui l t  with two or four engines, a project 
that came to l i fe as the A330/A340 air l iner series.

At the French Wing, Jean was instrumental in lo-
cating and invit ing to France the crew members 
of a B-17 that had crashed near Toulouse during 
the Second World War.

His funeral was held in Cornebarrieu, near Tou-
louse, on November 27. Several French Wing 
members were present.

The members of the CAF French Wing extend 
their most sincere condolences and prayers to 
the family and fr iends of Jean in these diff icult 
moments. ■

A-26 Lady Liberty Engine 
Repair Update

The CAF’s A-26 Lady Liberty is on 
the road to recovery after her left 
engine fai led in route to an air show 
in June. Since then, the A-26 Spon-
sor Group has been working hard to 
restore her engine and get her back 
in the air.   Since the engine fai lure, 
Lady Liberty has been stat ioned 
in Hutchinson, KS. The dedicated 
group of volunteers from her home 
base in Oklahoma travel to work 
on her to get the beauti ful airplane 
f lying again.

The new engine is currently being 
bui ld and should be f inished some 
t ime this month. The A-26 Spon-
sor Group hopes to have her back 
to f lying condit ion by the end of the 
year.

You can make a donation to the air-
craft and help see i t  f ly again by cl ic-
king here. 

Source: CAF Website
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C A F  F r e nc  h  W i n g  Pa r t n e r s

http://www.roygrinnell.com
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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S i n c e  2 0 1 0 ,  t h e  C o m m e m o r a -
t i v e  A i r  Fo r c e  h a s  h o n o u r e d 

t h e  m e m b e r s  w h o  m o s t  c o n t r i b -
u t e d  t o  i t s  g r o w t h  i n  t h e  “ C A F 
H a l l  o f  Fa m e” .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e 
w e l l - k n o w n  C A F  p i o n e e r s  ( L l o y d 
No l e n ,  L e f t y  G a r d n e r,  e t c . ) ,  I 
d i s c ov e r e d  t h e  l i f e  o f  a  m a n  w h o 
s h a p e d  t h e  C A F ’s  h i s t o r y,  a n d  a l s o 
t h a t  o f  t h e  B - 2 9 / B - 2 4  S q u a d r o n : 
C o l o n e l  V i c t o r 
“ V i c ”  A g a t h e r, 
w h o  i s  r i g h t l y 
c o n s i d e r e d  a s 
t h e  s q u a d r o n’s 
f o u n d e r  b a c k  i n 
1 9 7 6 .

B o r n  o n  2 1  Au -
g u s t  1 9 1 2 ,  h e 
l e a r n e d  t o  f l y 
o n  t h e  l e g e n d -
a r y  Cu r t i s s 
«   J e n n y   » .  He 
w o r k e d  o n  B - 2 9 
b o m b e r s  d u r -
i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I .  He  j o i n e d  t h e 
C A F  i n  1 9 6 4  a n d  a d v o c a t e d  t h e 
i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  b o m b e r s  i n  t h e  e x -
p a n d i n g  C A F  f l e e t .  I n  1 9 7 1 ,  h i s 
m i n d  s e t  u p o n  a c q u i r i n g  a  B - 2 9 , 
h e  w a s  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  b o t h 
f i n d i n g  a n d  f u n d i n g  a  B - 2 9  r e s -
t o r a t i o n  p r o j e c t ,  a n d  c o n v i n c e d 
t h e  U S  A i r  Fo r c e  t o  l i f t  i t s  n o - f l y 
r e s t r i c t i o n  f o r  t h e  t y p e .

L a t e r  o n ,  h e  s u g g e s t e d  t o u r i n g  t h e 
B - 2 9  a c r o s s  t h e  c o u n t r y  a n d  s e l l -
i n g  r i d e s  a n d  s o u v e n i r s  t o  f u n d 
t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e , 
a  m o d e l  w h i c h  t h e  C A F  s t i l l  f o l -
l o w s  t o d a y.  He  p a s s e d  a w a y  o n  2 6 
Ju l y  2 0 0 0  a n d  w a s  b u r i e d  i n  Fo r t 
S a m  Ho u s t o n  Na t i o n a l  C e m e t e r y 
w i t h  m i l i t a r y  h o n o u r s .  A s  a  l a s t 
h o m a g e ,  h i s  p r o p e r t y  w a s  ov e r -

f l o w n  t w i c e  b y 
“ Fi f i ”  a n d  s e v e r -
a l  C - 4 5 ,  i n c l u d -
i n g  “ B u c k e t  o f 
B o l t s” ,  t h e  C - 4 5 
h e  h a d  d o n a t e d 
t o  t h e  C A F.  He 
w a s  i n d u c t e d  i n 
t h e  C A F  H a l l  o f 
Fa m e  i n  2 0 1 0 .

T h e  S q u a d r o n’s 
c o l l e c t i o n ,  n o w -
a d a y s  b a s e d  a t 
t h e  V i n t a g e  F l y -
i n g  Mu s e u m  i n 

Fo r t  Wo r t h ,  Te x a s ,  i n c l u d e s :

B - 2 9  «   F I F I   »

T h i s  B - 2 9 ,  s e r i a l  n u m b e r  4 4 -
6 2 0 7 0 ,  n e v e r  s a w  c o m b a t .  B u i l t 
o n l y  w e e k s  b e f o r e  t h e  Au g u s t 
1 9 4 5  s u r r e n d e r  o f  J a p a n , i t  w a s 
m o d i f i e d  a s  a  T B - 2 9 A  a n d  s e r v e d 
w i t h  t h e  A i r  Fo r c e  u n t i l  1 9 5 4 .

Article: Col. Roger 
Robert

CAF B-29 / B-24 Squadron

Above: the B-24 “Di-
amond Lil” and the  
B-29 “Fifi” of the 
B-29/B-24 Squadron 
in formation.

Right: Vic Agather 
(Photo CAF Hall of 
Fame).
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A f t e r  i t s  r e t i r e m e n t  i n  1 9 5 8 ,  i t 
w a s  s e n t  a l o n g  w i t h  3 5  o t h e r 
B - 2 9 ,  t o  Na v a l  A i r  S t a t i o n  C h i -
n a  L a k e ,  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  w e r e  u s e d  a s  t a r g e t s  f o r 
t e s t i n g  n e w  Na v y  w e a p o n s .

I n  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  C a f  w a s  s e a r c h i n g 
f o r  a  B - 2 9  w h e n  o n e  o f  i t s  m e m -
b e r s ,  a  Na t i o n a l  G u a r d  p i l o t ,  r e -
p o r t e d  s e e i n g  w h a t  h e  t h o u g h t 
w e r e  h e a v i l y - d a m a g e d  B - 2 9 s  i n 
t h e  d e s e r t  n e a r  C h i n a  L a k e .  V i c 
A g a t h e r  l o c a t e d  t h e  d a m a g e d  a n d 
v a n d a l i z e d  a i r f r a m e s ,  w h i c h  w e r e 
s c h e d u l e d  t o  b e  s e n t  t o  t h e  s c r a p -
y a r d .  A f t e r  n e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e 
A i r  Fo r c e  a n d  s e a r c h i n g  f o r  t h e 
“ b e s t  s u r v i v o r ” ,  t h e  C A F  s e l e c t -
e d  i t s  B - 2 9  o n  2 3  M a r c h  1 9 7 1 .

A  m a i n t e n a n c e  t e a m  a r r i v e d  i n 
C h i n a  L a k e  o n  3 1  M a r c h  1 9 7 1 . 
V i c  A g a t h e r  f u n d e d  t h e  r e s t o r a -
t i o n  a n d  t r a n s f e r  o f  t h e  a i r c r a f t 
t o  Te x a s .  I n  o n l y  n i n e  w e e k s ,  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  w a s  r e s t o r e d  t o  a i r w o r -
t h i n e s s  u s i n g  p a r t s  f r o m  o t h e r 
B - 2 9 s .  By  t h e  m o n t h  o f  Au g u s t , 
i t  w a s  r e a d y  f o r  i t s  f i r s t  f l i g h t .

A f t e r  t a l k s  w i t h  t h e  m i l i t a r y  a n d 
t h e  FA A  t o  o b t a i n  t h e  n e c e s -
s a r y  a u t h o r i s a t i o n s ,  t h e  b o m b e r 
f l e w  w i t h  C A F  C o l o n e l  R a n d y 
S o h n  ( i n d u c t e d  i n  t h e  C A F  H a l l 
o f  Fa m e  i n  2 0 1 1 )  o n  3  Au g u s t 
1 9 7 1  f r o m  H a r l i n g e n ,  Te x a s .  I t 
w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  t h e  t y p e  h a d 
f l o w n  i n  ov e r  1 2  y e a r s  a n d  i t 

w a s  a  c h a l l e n g e  f o r  C o l .  S o h n , 
w h o  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a s  “t h e  m o s t 
q u a l i f i e d  a m o n g  n o n - q u a l i f i e d ” .

I n  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  a i r c r a f t  w a s  n i c k -
n a m e d  “ Fi f i ”  i n  h o n o u r  o f  V i c 
A g a t h e r ’s  w i f e .  L a t e r  o n ,  a  l a r g e 
“A ”  w a s  p a i n t e d  o n  t h e  a i r c r a f t ’s 
f i n  i n  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t h e  m a j o r 
r o l e  p l a y e d  b y  V i c  A g a t h e r  i n  t h e 
r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b o m b e r  a s  w e l l 
a s  f o r  h i s  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e 
C A F.

I n  1 9 7 6 ,  V i c  A g a t h e r  p e r s u a d e d 
t h e  C A F  b o a r d  o f  d i r e c t o r s  t h a t 
a  s q u a d r o n  o f  v o l u n t e e r s  w o u l d 
b e  c a p a b l e  o f  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e 
a i r c r a f t  a i r w o r t h y  w h i l e  t r a v e l -
l i n g  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o 
f u n d  i t s  l a r g e  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o s t s . 
T h e  b o a r d  a p p r ov e d  o f  t h e  c o n -
c e p t  a n d  a u t h o r i z e d  t h e  f o r -

Above: the impres-
sive size of the B-29 
is apparent on this 
photo of “Fifi” on the 
parking.

Below: a view of the 
inside of “Fifi”.
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Above: Fifi’s crew.

Below: the suqadron’s 
B-24 when it was 
still called “Ol’ 927”.

m a t i o n  o f  w h a t  w a s  t o  b e c o m e 
t h e  B - 2 9 / B - 2 4  S q u a d r o n .  S i n c e 
t h e n ,  t h e  s q u a d r o n  h a s  g r o w n  t o 
i n c l u d e  ov e r  3 0 0  m e m b e r s .

Fo r  n e a r l y  3 0  y e a r s ,  “ F i f i ”  p a r -
t i c i p a t e d  i n  n u m e r o u s  a i r s h o w s , 
t r a v e l l i n g  t o  a n  a v e r a g e  o f  2 0  c i t -
i e s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t r y  e v e r y 
y e a r.  I n  2 0 0 6 ,  a f t e r  m e c h a n i c a l 
p r o b l e m s  w e r e  e n c o u n t e r e d ,  i t s 
c h i e f  p i l o t  d e c i d e d  t o  g r o u n d  i t 
f o r  a  c o m p l e t e  ov e r h a u l ,  w h i c h 
t o o k  4  y e a r s ,  c o s t  3  m i l l i o n  d o l -
l a r s  a n d  i n v o l v e d  t h e  r e p l a c e -
m e n t  o f  i t s  4  e n g i n e s .  I n  2 0 1 0 , 
F i f i  f l e w  a g a i n  a n d   r e s u m e d  h e r 
t o u r i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

A t  e a c h  s t o p  o n  t h e  t o u r,  t h e 
p u b l i c  g e t s  a  c h a n c e  t o  v i s i t  t h e 
c o c k p i t  a n d  c a n  b u y  a  p a s s e n g e r 
r i d e  o n  t h i s  u n i q u e  a n d  l e g e n d -
a r y  a i r c r a f t .  H a v i n g  l i v e d  t h e  e x -

p e r i e n c e ,  I  c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t 
i t ’s  a  m e m o r a b l e  o n e !

B - 2 4  “ D i a m o n d  L i l ”

T h e  C o m m e m o r a t i v e  A i r  Fo r c e 
o w n s  a n d  o p e r a t e s  t h e  o l d e s t 
s u r v i v i n g  B - 2 4 .  O u t  o f  a  t o t a l  o f 
m o r e  t h a n  1 8 , 0 0 0 ,  s / n  4 0 - 2 3 6 6 
w a s  t h e  2 5 t h  a i r c r a f t  b u i l t  a n d 
f i r s t  f l e w  i n  1 9 4 1 .

C o n s o l i d a t e d  A i r c r a f t  b e g a n  b y 
b u i l d i n g  s i x  p r e - p r o d u c t i o n  L B -
3 0 A  f o r  Gr e a t - B r i t a i n  a s  p a r t  o d 
t h e  Me n d - L e a s e  p r o g r a m .  T h e 
B - 2 4 A  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  p r o d u c t i o n 
m o d e l ,  t w e n t y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e 
s e n t  t o  Gr e a t - B r i t a i n  u n d e r  t h e 
d e s i g n a t i o n  L B - 3 0 B .

T h e  C A F ’s  B - 2 4  w a s  t h e  1 8 t h 
f r o m  t h e  o r d e r  o f  3 0  L B - 3 0 B 
a n d  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a c c i -
d e n t  d u r i n g  i t s  1 9 4 1  d e l i v e r y 
f l i g h t .  C o n s o l i d a t e d  r e b u i l t  i t 
a s  a  t r a n s p o r t  a i r c r a f t  ( d e s i g n a t -
e d  C - 8 7  L i b e r a t o r  E x p r e s s ,  w i t h 
s e a t s  f o r  2 0  p a s s e n g e r s ) .  I t  w a s 
r e g u l a r l y  u s e d  b y  a n  a i r l i n e  d u r -
i n g  Wo r l d  Wa r  I I ,  f l y i n g  b e t w e e n 
S a n  D i e g o ,  Fo r t  Wo r t h  a n d  Ne w 
Yo r k .  I t s  C o n s o l i d a t e d  s e r i a l  b e -
i n g  A M - 9 2 7 ,  i t  b e c a m e  k n o w n  a s 
“ O l d  9 2 7 ” .

A f t e r  t h e  w a r,  “ O l d  9 2 7 ”  w a s  s o l d 
t o  t h e  C o n t i n e n t a l  C a n  C o m p a n y 
a n d  f l e w  a s  a n  e x e c u t i v e  t r a n s -
p o r t  a i r c r a f t  f o r  1 0  y e a r s .  I t  w a s 
t h e n  s o l d  t o  t h e  Me x i c a n  n a t i o n -
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a l  p e t r o l e u m  c o m p a n y,  Pe t r o l e o s 
Me x i c a n o s  ( P E M E X )  a n d  f l e w  i n 
S o u t h  A m e r i c a  u n t i l  i t  w a s  p u r -
c h a s e d  b y  t h e  C A F  i n  1 9 6 7 .

I n  1 9 7 1 ,  i t  w a s  g i v e n  t h e  m a r k -
i n g s  o f  t h e  9 8 t h  B o m b  Gr o u p  o f 
t h e  9 t h  A i r  Fo r c e  a n d  r e n a m e d 
“ D i a m o n d  L i l ” .

I n  2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 7 ,  i t  w a s  r e t u r n e d 
t o  B - 2 4 A  s t a n d a r d  a n d  g i v e n  a 
n e w  n o s e  a r t  o f  “ O l ’  9 2 7 ” .  D u r -
i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  o f  2 0 1 1 - 2 0 1 2 ,  i t s 
s q u a d r o n  e l e c t e d  i t  t o  n a m e  i t 
“ D i a m o n d  L i l ”  a g a i n .

R i d e s  o n  b o a r d  “ D i a m o n d  L i l ” 
a r e  a l s o  p o s s i b l e .  Un f o r t u n a t e l y, 
a n d  t h i s  i s  m y  o n l y  r e g r e t  d u r -
i n g  m y  t r i p  t o  t h e  U S ,  I  w a s n’t 
a b l e  t o  d o  s o  a s  t h e  b o m b e r  w a s 
n o t  p r e s e n t  a t  M i d l a n d  t h i s  y e a r. 
Ne v e r  m i n d ,  I ’ l l  c o m e  b a c k !

T h e r e  a r e  o n l y  t w o  a i r w o r t h y 
B - 2 4 ,  t h e  o t h e r  b e i n g  “ S t r a w b e r -
r y  B i t c h”  o f  t h e  M a s s a c h u s e t t s -
b a s e d  C o l l i n g s  Fo u n d a t i o n .

B e e c h  C - 4 5  “ B u c k e t  o f  B o l t s”

B u i l t  b y  B e e c h c r a f t  i n  W i c h i t a , 
K a n s a s ,  t h e  B e e c h  1 8  ( o r  C - 4 5 
a s  i t  w a s  d e s i g n a t e d  i n  t h e  m i l i -
t a r y )  s t a y e d  i n  p r o d u c t i o n  f r o m 
1 9 3 7  t o  1 9 7 0 .  I t  w a s  u s e d  d u r i n g 
Wo r l d  Wa r  I I  a s  a  t r a i n i n g  a i r -

c r a f t  f o r  b o m b e r  c r e w s ,  a s  w e l l 
a s  a  c a r g o  a n d  V I P  t r a n s p o r t .

T h e  C A F ’s  “ B u c k e t  o f  B o l t s”  ( o r 
“ B o b” )  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1 9 4 6  a n d  p u r -
c h a s e d  b y  V i c  A g a t h e r  i n  1 9 6 0 . 
“ B o b”  f l e w  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  t h e 
C A F  D i x i e  W i n g .  I t  i s  n o w  b a c k 
w i t h  t h e  B - 2 9 / B - 2 4  S q u a d r o n  i n 
Fo r t  Wo r t h .

I t  i s  p a i n t e d  i n  R A F  c o l o u r s ,  i n 
h o n o u r  o f  V i c  He w e s ,  a  R A F  p i -
l o t  w h o  f l e w  a  C - 4 5  d u r i n g  t h e 
No r m a n d y  l a n d i n g s .  “ B o b”  a l s o 
w e a r s  t h e  m a n d a t o r y  “ i n v a s i o n 
s t r i p e s”  c a r r i e d  b y  A l l i e d  a i r c r a f t 
i n  Ju n e  1 9 4 4 .

Ju s t  a s  t h e  o t h e r  s q u a d r o n  a i r -
c r a f t ,  t h i s  C - 4 5  n e e d s  d o n a t i o n s 
a n d  r i d e  r e v e n u e s  t o  k e e p  i t  i n 
f l y i n g  c o n d i t i o n .

D u r i n g  t h e  2 0 1 4  A i r s h o ,  i t  w a s 
p o s s i b l e  t o  f l y  o n  b o a r d  “ B u c k e t 
o f  B o l t s”  a n d  I  d i d  n o t  l e t  t h i s 
o p p o r t u n i t y  p a s s .  ■

Above: the squadron’s 
C-45 “Bucket of 
Bolts”.

Find  ou t  more  abou t  the 
CAF ’s  B -29 /B-24  Squad -

ron  on  i t s  web s i t e :

http://www.cafb29b24.org/
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“Pappy” Manthos
   Wartime photo albums (Part 1)

L a s t  m o n t h ,  we  p r e s e n t e d  t h e 
l i f e  a n d  p i l o t  c a r e e r  o f  A t l e e 

“ Pa p p y”  Ma n t h o s ,  a n  A m e r i c a n 
f i g h t e r  p i l o t  o f  g r e e k  o r i g i n . 
A t l e e ’s  s o n  Da n  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  a 
we b s i t e  t o  h i s  m e m o r y,  i n  w h i c h 
a r e  m a n y  r e m a rk a b l e  p h o t o g r a p h s 
t a k e n  b e t we e n  by  “ Pa p p y”  b e -
t we e n  1 9 4 1  a n d  1 9 4 8 .  Ma n y  o f 
t h e s e  a r e  i n  c o l o u r.

Fo r  t h e  f i r s t  p a r t  o f  t h i s  a r t i c l e , 
we  a r e  p u b l i s h i n g  s o m e  o f  t h e s e 
p i c t u r e s ,  w h i c h  r e p r e s e n t  a  v e r y 
i n t e r e s t i n g  t e s t i m o n y  o f  t h i s  p e -
r i o d .  T h e y  we r e  t a k e n  by  “ Pa p -
p y”  f r o m  Au g u s t  1 9 4 1 ,  w h e n 
h e  w a s  b e i n g  t r a i n e d  a s  a  p i l o t 
a t  Hi c k s  Fi e l d  n e a r  Fo r t  Wo r t h , 
Te x a s .  Fro m  1 9 4 0  t o  1 9 4 4 ,  a  t o -
t a l  o f  2 , 4 0 3  c a d e t s  we r e  t r a i n e d 
a t  Hi c k s  Fi e l d ,  d u r i n g  a  t e n - we e k 
t r a i n i n g  c o u r s e  o n  t h e  Fa i r c h i l d 
P T- 1 9 ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  P T- 1 7  St e a -
r m a n  o r  P - 4 0  Wa r h a w k .  Ju s t  a s 
7 0 %  o f  t h e  Hi c k s  Fi e l d  c a d e t s 
d i d ,  “ Pa p p y”  g r a d u a t e d  a n d  we n t 
o n  t o  R a n d o l p h  a n d  Ke l l y  f i e l d s 
f o r  f u r t h e r  t r a i n i n g .

A f t e r  a  p e r i o d  a s  a  f l i g h t  i n s t r u c -
t o r,  “ Pa p p y”  w a s  s e n t  t o  c o m -
b a t  i n  En g l a n d  i n  1 9 4 4  w i t h  t h e 
3 5 7 t h Fi g h t e r  Gro u p .  Du r i n g  t h a t 
p e r i o d ,  h e  t o o k  m a n y  p i c t u r e s  o n 
t h e  a i r f i e l d s  o f  L e i s t o n ,  w h e r e  h i s 
g ro u p  w a s  s t a t i o n e d ,  a s  we l l  a s 
o n  t h e  f a m o u s  Du x f o rd  a i r f i e l d . 
Mo s t  o f  t h e s e  p h o t o s  we r e  t a k e n 
i n  1 9 4 5 ,  s h o r t l y  b e f o r e  o r  a f t e r 
t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  w a r  i n  Eu ro p e .

A  p i c t u r e  b e i n g  w o r t h  a  t h o u s a n d 
w o rd s ,  I ’ l l  n ow  l e t  yo u  e n j oy  t h e s e 
v e r y  i n t e r e s t i n g  d o c u m e n t s !  ■

D a n  M a n t h o s ’  w e b -
s i t e  a b o u t  h i s  f a t h e r 

A t l e e  « Pa p p y »  M a n t h o s :

http://manthos.net/man-
thonomicon.htm

Article: Bertrand 
Brown. Photos: Lt.-
Col. Atlee Manthos. 
The author thanks Dan 
Manthos for authori-
zing us to publish these 
photos Airshow.

Above: a formation 
of North American 
BC-1 at Kelly Field in 
February 1942.

http://manthos.net/manthonomicon.htm
http://manthos.net/manthonomicon.htm
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Left and below: North 
American BT-14 pho-
tographed at  Hicks 
Field in 1941. The sec-
ond photo was exposed 
twice, and one can dis-
tinguish a 44th Fighter 
Squadron P-47 Thun-
derbolt photographed 
in 1947 or 1948!

Below: a Fairchild PT-
19 “captured” in flight 
at Hicks Field in 1941.
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Above: an impressive 
alignment of Fairchild 
PT-19 at Hicks Field 
in 1941.

Left: a «Vic» of BT-14 
over Kelly Field, 1942. 

Right: a “skinned” BT-
14 photographed in 
1942. This aircraft was 
probably used to train 
mechanics and/or pilots 
about the aircraft’s var-
ious components and 
systems. 
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Above: an alignment 
of 78th Fighter Group 
P-51D Mustangs. 
This photo was taken 
in 1945, probably in 
Duxford.

Left: Lt. John Childs’ 
P-51D Mustang «Little 
Rebel», of the 82nd 
Fighter Squadron, 78th 
Fighter Group.

Left:  357th Fighter 
Group Mustangs 
prepares to leave for 
another mission. Lt. 
Carroll W. Ofsthun’s 
“The Count” is visible 
in the foreground.
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These captured German 
aircraft, a  Focke-Wulf 
Fw 190 and a Mes-
serschmitt Me 109, 
were probably photo-
graphed at Duxford (?) 
in 1945.

A captured Fieseler Fi 
156 Storch wearing 
American markings, 
seen at Duxford in 
1945.

The Storch’s exceptional 
flying characteristics 
were quite sought-after. 
This other captured 
Storch seen at Duxford 
in 1945 wears stan-
dard RAF markings.
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Above: Major Arval J. 
Roberson P-51 Mus-
tang “Passion Wagon” 
was one of the most lav-
ishly-decorated aircraft 
of the 362nd Fighter 
Squadron, 357th Fight-
er Group.

Left: This photo taken 
on 9 May 1945 shows 
Pappy Manthos (right) 
with Don Bochkay and 
an unidentified 363rd 

Fighter Squadron pilot.
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Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

The Spitfire Mk XII was the first operational Griffon Spitifire and made its combat début with No 41 Squadron. The 
Mk XII proved to be remarkably fast at low altitude and could outpace the Fw 190, which was then wreaking havoc 
among RAF fighter units. Shortly before the type was retired from combat duty in September 1944, it also proved to be 
a very good platform against V-1 flying bombs, 82.5 of which were shot down by Mk XII pilots. The aircraft represented 
here is EN233, flown by  F/O T. Slack of No 41 Squadron in July 1943.

The  Spitfire Mk XIV was introduced in January 1944 with No 610 Squadron and corrected the Mk XII’s lack of per-
formance at high altitude. Numerous variants were produced, some of which had teardrop canopies. The Spitfire Mk 
XIV proved to be a superb fighter, and was also used for reconnaissance and ground attack duties. This Spitfire Mk XIV 
was flown by Lt. Derek Rake with No 41 Squadron in 1945.

The final versions of the Griffon Spitfire were introduced too late to play any significant role in the final engagements 
of World War II but served with the RAF for several years after the return of peace. This No 41 Squadron Spitfire Mk 
21 was specially decorated for the 1947 Blackpool Air Races.

Battle Colours: Griffon Spitfires

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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http://www.caffrenchwing.fr

