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AIRSHOW
EDITORIAL

Spring is coming and the French 
Wing is slowly coming out of 

hibernation. As you will read here, 
a visit to the Great War Museum in 
Meaux was the occasion for some 
20 French Wing members and 
supporters to spend some time 
together. Work at the hangar has 
resumed as well: some work has 
been done on the J-3, the NC’s 
engine is running again and the 
auxiliary starter group donated by 
Gaël will soon be fully operational, 
thanks to Gaël, Patrick Sevestre 
and Roger Gouzon.

The a i rshow season w i l l  soon 
s ta r t  and we w i l l  need as  much 
he lp  as  we can ge t  f rom our 
members .  Our  f i rs t  event  w i l l 
be  the  Car re four  de  l ’A i r  on 
Apr i l  11 /12  a t  Le  Bouget .  A 
prepara tory  meet ing  fo r  the 
f l y - in  w i l l  be  he ld  on  Sunday 
the  12 th  o f  Apr i l .  For  the  f i rs t 
t ime,  our  P iper  Cub “Sp i r i t  o f 
Lewis ”  w i l l  be  present  in  Le 
Bourget  fo r  the  event .

New PX i tems w i l l  soon be 
ava i lab le :  po los ,  sweat  sh i r ts 
and caps ,  a l l  in  the  co lours  o f 
the  French Wing.  These w i l l  be 
ava i lab le  fo r  purchase a t  the 
PX or  on l ine .

Las t  bu t  no t  leas t :  do  no t 
fo rge t  to  pay  your  annua l 
dues  and (hopefu l l y )  your  Cub 
sponsorsh ip  by  Apr i l  30  a t  the 
la tes t  !

-  S téphane Duchemin

CAF InvAder SquAdron
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«FlyIng legendS» à duXFord

Ph
ot

o  
C

AF
 In

va
de

r S
qu

ad
ro

n 
vi

a 
C

ol
. R

og
er

 R
ob

er
t

Ph
ot

o  
©

 L
au

re
nt

 C
lu

ze
l
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Airshow -  Public  Edit ion
Airshow i s  the  monthly  newslet ter  of  the  CAF French 
Wing.   This  "publ ic"  edi t ion i s  meant  for  people  who 
are  not  members  of  the  assoc iat ion.  Content  which i s 
for  members  only  may have  been removed f rom this  edi -
t ion.

To subscr ibe  to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow,  go to  our 
webs i te  and f i l l  in  the  subscr ipt ion form:

Subscribe to  the public  edit ion of  Airshow

NB: Subscr ipt ion to  the  publ ic  edi t ion of  Airshow i s 
complete ly  f ree  and can be  cance l led at  any t ime.  Your 
personal  data  i s  so le ly  used for  the  purpose  of  managing 
your  subscr ipt ion and wi l l  remain s t r ic t ly  conf ident ia l .

http://www.caffrenchwing.fr/airshow-newsletter/
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Piper Cub News

Annual dues and 
Cub sponsorships

On February 23, Fabien Gressier, Roger Gouzon, Patrick Sevestre 
and Jean-Yves Cercy repaired the broken door hinge. The Piper Cub 
is now fully operational and only awaits Good weather and company 
to go flying ! 

The Cub will be present at the Carrefour de l’Air gathering in Le 
Bourget on April 11 and 12, flown in by Jean-Yves Cercy and Noël 
Barange. 

We are also looking for volunteers for the Cambrai airshow on Sun-
day the 6th of September, for the 80th anniversary of the Cambrai-
Niergnies airfield and the Union Aéronautique du Cambrésis. The 
French Wing would like to attend, but that will depend on members’ 
availibility to man the PX and/or fly the Piper Cub there. Please 
contact Bertrand Brown or Stéphane Duchemin if you’re interested. ■

I t  w i l l  soon be  t ime to  pay  your  annua l  dues  to  the  French 
Wing,  as  we l l  as  your  P iper  Cub sponsorsh ip  i f  you  are  so  in -
c l ined .The French Wing by- laws ind ica te  tha t  they  shou ld  be 
pa id  by  Apr i l  30  a t  the  la tes t ,  bu t  you  may do  so  as  ear ly  as 
now,  wh ich  w i l l  make l i fe  eas ie r  on  our  F inance o f f i cer  Jean-
Yves  Cercy.

For  s imp l ic i t y ’s  sake,  and to  avo id  g iv ing  unnecessary  ex t ra 
work  to  our  member  and f r iend  I rene Gr inne l l ,  fo re ign  mem-
bers  a re  inv i ted  to  pay  us ing  PayPa l .  You do  no t  need to  have 
or  c rea te  a  PayPa l  account  to  do  so .  On ly  a  c red i t  card  is  nec-
essary,  and PayPa l  i s  a  very  secure  sys tem.  P lease contac t  us 
fo r  de ta i l s  and ins t ruc t ions  on  how to  pay  w i th  PayPa l .

Severa l  members  have a l ready  pa id  the i r  annua l  dues ,  and 
some have a l ready  become Cub sponsorsh ips  fo r  2015.  Dues 
and sponsorsh ips  run  f rom May 1  to  Apr i l  30 .

Thank you fo r  fo l low ing  these ru les .  By  pay ing  on  t ime (o r  a  l i t -
t le  in  advance) ,  you  w i l l  make l i fe  much eas ie r  on  Jean-Yves , 
fo r  th is  par t  o f  h is  commiss ion  is  no t  agreeab le  indeed.  ■

Claude Raoul Duval 
Interview

An interview of  Claude Raoul Duval , 
Compagnon de la Libérat ion,  f ighter 
pi lot  and Free French Air  Force vet-
eran with the “Alsace” group from 
1941 to 1945 is now avai lable.  This 
interview was made by Stéphane 
Duchemin in col laborat ion wi th the 
Musée de l ’Ordre de la Libérat ion .

The video was edi ted and prepared 
by Marc Tauran, who is the author 
of  the wel l -known aviat ion TV show 
Tr ipale Magazine. Marc did a re-
markable job wi th th is interview, 
which is real ly worth watching !

Marc wi l l  a lso be creat ing a short 
“ teaser”  for  our 2015 f ly- in.

The interview has been uploaded to 
the French Wing’s websi te as wel l 
as our YouTube account :

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWgZw-8P6Kw

Let us not forget that  preserving the 
memories of  our veterans is an inte-
gral  part  of  the French Wing’s goals 
and object ives.  I f  you know veter-
ans who are wi l l ing to ta lk about 
their  exper ience and share i t  wi th 
younger generat ions,  p lease con-
tact  Stéphane Duchemin as soon as 
possible.  Time is of  the essence in 
th is matter,  and we must act  prompt-
ly before there are no veterans lef t 
to ta lk to us.  ■
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The Invader Squadron was founded 
as a Commemorative Air Force Unit 

in February 2009 to restore the Douglas 
A-26B Invader N240P. This aircraft was 
restored to airworthiness and received 
the colours of a 3rd Bomb Group, 8th 
Bomb Squadron aircraft of the Korean 
War and the name “Texas Special”.

The aircraft is based at Meacham Air-
port in the Vintage Flying Museum’s 
hangar in the city of Fort Worth, Texas. 
Some 75 members work on the aircraft’s 
preservation and maintenance.

The squadron is the owner and operator 
of “Texas Special”, which is available for 
airshow appearances, special event over-
flights and movie shootings across the 
USA.

It was built in 1943 with the serial num-
ber 41-39427 and was the 328th A-26B 
to roll out of the Douglas Long Beach 
factory in California. It was delivered to 
the US Army Air Force on December 8, 
1943.

From January 4, 1944 to March 13, 
1950, it served with various military 
units in South Carolina, New Mexi-
co and California before being stored 
for two years. In January 1952, it was 
bought by Alex Oser, a scrap dealer, 

with 13 other Invaders. On March 19, 
1952, it was one of 9 airframes sold to 
Houston-based Texas Railway Equip-
ment Co. Seven of these were to later 
serve in the French Air Force.

The aircraft underwent major modifica-
tions in April 1953 when it was com-
pletely dismantled and all of its systems 
inspected and repaired as necessary. It 
was then converted into an executive 
transport, the modifications being car-
ried out by Grand Central Aircraft Co. 
in Glendale, California.

The Barnwell Drilling Company in 
Shreveport, Louisiana, bought it on 30 
December 1961 and made several modi-
fications to improve its effectiveness as 
an executive transport. It is said that 
presidents Lyndon B. Johnson and John 
F. Kennedy flew in it. John Barnwell sold 
it on 7 February 1967, and acquired a 
larger Convair 240. Its registration was 
then changed from N75Y to N240P.

Long Beach’s Flight Test Research, Inc. 
purchased it on 19 April 1967 for $ 
15,000 and the aircraft returned to 
where it had been built 25 years earlier.

Its ownership and role is unclear, if not 
outright suspicious, from 1972 to 1977. 
An unusual event took place during this 

Article: Col. Roger 
Robert. Photos: a26in-
vader.com via Roger 
Robert unless indicated 
otherwise.

CAF Invader  Squadron

Above: the A-26 Inva-
der «Texas Special» in 
flight.

Find more about 
the Invader 

Squadron from 
its website:

a26invader.com

http://www.a26invader.com/
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time-frame when on 10 January 1977, 
an A-26 landed on a single engine in 
Amarillo, Texas, and was abandoned 
by its pilot. This made the authorities 
suspicious of a possible link with drug 
smuggling. The aircraft was seized by 
the Potter County sheriff. The A-26 
was bought from the sheriff ’s depart-
ment by the Commemorative air Force 
on 21 December 1977.

The explanation to this peculiar story 
came a few years later, during an air-
show. Two men, who seemed quite in-
terested in the A-26 decided to question 
one of the crew members and asked what 
colours it wore before it joined the CAF.

When the crewmember answered it had 
been white and grey, one of the men 
said: “My God it’s the “Grey Ghost!  We 
chased that sucker up and down the Gulf 
Coast ! Never could catch him. He’d drop 
down on the deck and throttle the engines 
up and leave us standing there ! ”. The 
two men were DEA agents, and con-
firmed that the aircraft was a drug-run-
ner which had been actively chased by 
the DEA for years.

Many members of the CAF had to go 
to Amarillo to prepare the A-26 to fly 
again. It was flown to Waco on 11 Sep-
tember 1980. This was quite an under-
taking, given that the Ranger Squadron 
had only held its first meeting as a CAF 
unit on 23 June 1980, and had only 15 
members on strength when the aircraft 
was assigned to it by CAF headquarters.

The initial restoration was complet-
ed in August 1982 and the aircraft 
was quickly sent  to Redbird Airport 
near Dallas to get a new paint job. 
It emerged carrying the colours of a 
13th Bomb Squadron “Grim Reap-
ers” aircraft during the Korean War. 
The aircraft was overall  black with 
red wingtips and engine cowlings 
(they are nowadays painted yellow). 
Colonel Gene Deveney, a member of 
the Ranger Wing, painted the “Hau-
co Indian Princess” nose art on it and 
members voted to name it “Spirit of 
Waco”, with the name “Tee-Pee Time 
Gal” coming in a close second. 

The aircraft  remained grounded for 
two years  after  an engine fai lure 
while taking off  during the “Gath-
ering of Eagles” airshow at McCa-
rran airport  in Las Vegas in 1986. 
Col.  Wayne Shookman was at  the 
controls  and successful ly brought i t 
down. The Ranger Squadron found 
many volunteers  in the Las Vegas re-
gion to ass ist  in putting “Spirit  of 
Waco” back into the air. These vol-
unteers formed the nucleus of the fu-
ture Nevada Wing. The CAF thanked 
these volunteers by assigning their 
newly-created unit the glass-nose A-
26C Invader “Vegas Vixen”, which 
also carried the colours of a 13th 
Bomb Squadron aircraft. Today, both 
“Spirit of Waco” and “Vegas Vixen” 
continue to thrill crowds during air-
shows with low-level strafing attacks 
and bomb runs. ■

Below: the Squad-
ron’s A-26 in its first 
civilian configura-
tion. It was used as 
an executive jet and 
carried the N75Y 
registration number.
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Above: later on, the A-26 became N240P.

Right: the 8th BS «Liberty Squadron» insignia on the nose of the 
aircraft.

Below: «Texas Special» with its new colours, as seen here in Midland 
in 2014.
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C A F  F r e n C h  W I n g  PA r t n e r S



8

great War museum of meaux

Our first group visit of the year took 
place last Sunday, when we visited 

the Great War Museum in Meaux, in 
the north-east suburbs of Paris. It was a 
great day blessed with fantastic weath-
er.

We met at 10:00 AM to visit this splen-
did museum whose architecture seems 
to defy the laws of gravity. The 7,000 
square meter building was designed 
by architect Christophe Lab and built 
on a 4.5 hectare piece of land between 
Meaux and Varreddes. Its cantilever fa-
çade begins next to the Frederick Mac 
Monnies American monument, which 
was donated by the American citizens 
in 1932 in memory of the soldiers who 
fell during the Battle of the Marne.

The museum’s goal is to teach the pub-

lic the history of the conflict. We first 
go through a few rooms that explain the 
origins of the war through memorabilia 
and writings. The first military uni-
forms are lavishly coloured and show 
how much warfare was to evolve during 
the course of the war: red trousers, blue 
jackets, polished spiked helmets or hel-
mets with feathers... This constitutes 
the starting point of the tour.

We then enter a gallery where we seem 
to be walking alongside soldiers of dif-
ferent nationalities. Above our heads 
hangs a Blériot XI. Just after, we dis-
cover the biggest room of the museum, 
where various vehicles are exposed, all 
in spotless condition: cars, a taxi, a pi-
geon truck, cannons and finally a Re-
nault tank climbing steeply through an 
opening that lets us peek at the lower 
floor of the museum. A SPAD XIII 
fighter hangs from the ceiling here as 
well. 

We then discover a recreated battlefield 
with a French trench, the no man’s land 
and a German trench. At the end of 
this big hall is a showcase of soldiers 
marching in 1918 uniforms, which are 
much more discreet than earlier ones. 
The side rooms are dedicated to vari-
ous themes: the Americans, war on sea, 
women, trench craft, etc. Many period 

Article: Gaël Darquet.
Above: the French 
Wing members in front 
of the Memphis Coffee 
restaurant.
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Below: these German 
helmets illustrate the 
evolution of warfare 
during the Great War. 
The flamboyant helmets 
of 1914 were soon 
replaced with more 
practical and discreet 
ones.
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posters  are also quite evocative of the 
conflict. Another set of wartime cloth-
ing items, weapons, shells... A few air-
craft parts are also presented, such as 
the rudder of a SPAD, squadrons badg-
es painted on aircraft fabric and still 
in their original condition... The visit 
comes to an end, and there are many 
things we’ve only glanced at but it is 
now time for lunch.

We leave the museum and head for 
the nearby “Memphis Coffee”.

We had a nice lunch in “Happy 
Days” style.  After  this ,  we took a 
nice group picture.  A sympathetic 
biker who was there at  that moment 
came to the rescue of our secretary, 
who was struggl ing with the sett ings 
of  his  camera.

Most members then returned home, 
but a few decided to go to the hang-
ar in Le Pless is  and enjoy what was 
left  of  the sunny afternoon. The 
Cub was taken out and Michel  took 
our cadet Antoine for a f l ight that 
lasted nearly an hour,  during which 
Michel  shared his  considerable 
f l ight experience with Antoine,  who 
has just  star ted f l ight school.  By the 
t ime you’l l  be reading these l ines, 
Antoine wil l  probably just  have 
barely “landed” from his  experience.

This f irst  outing was enjoyed by 
everyone.  We’re looking forward to 
the next one !  ■

Top: the SPAD XIII on loan from the Paris Air & Space Museum, painted in 
the colours of the aircraft of René Fonck, France’s ace of aces in World War I.

Centre: a Latil truck. This French manufacturer was founded in 1897 and 
built automobiles, trucks, vans, tractors, buses as well as farming, foresting and 
colonial vehicles until 1993.

Below: the Blériot XI-2, the two-seater version of the aircraft used by Blériot to 
cross the Channel. The Blériot XI-2 was used by several countries at the begin-
ning of the war.
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Above: a French Renault FT tank, often considered as the finest tank of World War I. Some 3700 FT tanks were built in eighteen 
months, mostly by Renault but also by Berliet, SOMUA and Delaunay-Belleville. The Renault FT was to define the architecture 
of modern combat tanks: a main gun in a turret traversing through 360°, rear-located engine and tracks protruding in front of 
the vehicle.

Below: a 7.5 cm Krupp canon. This type of cannon was used by several countries during the Great War, and even saw service dur-
ing World War II.
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duxford’s « Flying legends »

A s was  prev ious ly  announced , 
we  a re  o rgan i s ing  a  g roup v i s i t 

to  Europe’s  g rea te s t  warb i rds  a i r -
show:  the  Fighte r  Col l ec t ion’s  an-
nua l  a i r show “Fly ing  Legends” , 
which  wi l l  t ake  p lace  th i s  yea r  on 
Sa turday  11  and  Sunday  12  Ju ly.

Thi s  a i r show takes  p l ace  in  Du-
wford  on  a  fo rmer  RAF and US-
AAF base .  Duxford  i s  a  sma l l  and 
typ ica l l y  Br i t i sh  town loca ted  in 
Cambr idge  county,  w i th  br i ck 
house s ,  we l l -g roomed gardens ,  bed 
& break fa s t s  and  the  “So  Br i t i sh” 
pubs .

Duxford  i s  loca ted  about  t en  mi l e s 
south  o f  Cambr idge ,  where  we  wi l l 
be  s t ay ing  fo r  the  weekend.  It ’s  the 

idea l  p l ace  to  go  out ,  and  has  p l en-
ty  o f  p l ace s  where  we  can  ea t  in  a 
n ice  s e t t ing .

The  former  a i r  ba se  i s  now home 
to  many  a s soc ia t ions ,  repa i r  shops 
and  pr iva te  owner s  who f l y  some 
o f  the  f ine s t  a i rc ra f t  in  Europe  and 
the  wor ld .  Thi s  l egendar y  p lace 
wi l l  b r ing  you  r ight  back  to  the 
days  o f  the  war  wi th  i t s  Wor ld  War 
I I  hangar s ,  the  museum conta in-
ing  the  a i rc ra f t  i f  the  Imper i a l  War 
Museum Duxford ,  the  Amer ican 
Ai r  Museum,  the  t ank  museum and 
var ious  co l l ec t ions . . .  You’ l l  d i s cov-
e r  a l l  the  hangar s  and  re s tora t ion 
shops  whi l e  ge t t ing  a  chance  to 
t a lk  wi th  mechanic s  and  re s tore r s . 
Outs ide ,  va r ious  an imat ions  a re  to 
be  found:  o ld- t ime  mus ic  wi th  the 
New York  Manhat tan  Dol l s ,  the 
madmen o f  Ro l l s -Royce  running 
va r ious  eng ines  on  t ruck  p la t fo rms 
t rans formed in  t e s t  benches .

The  f l i ght l ine  wi l l  g ive  you  a  f i r s t 
t a s t e  o f  the  a i r show,  which  s t a r t s 
a t  1 :30  PM and l a s t  some three 
hour s .  No l e s s  than  40  warb i rds  a re 
parked  there ,  w i th  no  f ence s  s epa-
ra t ing  them f rom the  pub l i c ,  mak-
ing  i t  pe r f ec t  fo r  t ak ing  p ic ture s . 
Many  o f  the  par t i c ipant s  wear  pe -

Article: Gaël Darquet. 
Photos: Laurent Cluzel
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r iod  uni forms  and  c lo th ing ,  b r ing-
ing  you  r ight  back  to  the  1940s .

Duxford  i s  a l so  home to  the 
wor ld’s  g rea te s t  concent ra t ion  o f 
Sp i t f i re s ,  which  genera l l y  s t a r t  the 
show.  Las t  yea r,  some e l even  Sp i t -
f i re s  were  pre sent .  Thi s  yea r  be ing 
the  75th  annive r sa r y  o f  the  ba t -
t l e  o f  Br i t a in ,  even  more  shou ld 
be  expec ted .  The  show ends  wi th 
the  “Ba lbo” ,  a  g i ant  fo rmat ion  o f 
some 20  a i rc ra f t  f l y ing  in  per f ec t 
a l i gnment .  You don’t  want  to  mi s s 
th i s  un ique  show,  which  wi l l  b r ing 
av ia t ion  enthus i a s t s  the i r  share  o f 
emot ions .

Fo r  t h e  u p c o m i n g  2 2 n d  e d i t i o n 
o f  t h e  “ F l y i n g  L e g e n d s”  a i r s h o w, 
w e  a r e  s u g g e s t i n g  t o  a r r i v e  o n 
Fr i d a y  a n d  r e t u r n i n g  o n  Mo n -
d a y,  s o  t h a t  w e  h a v e  e n o u g h  t i m e 
t o  e n j o y  t h e  w e e k e n d .  D e p e n d -
i n g  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p a r t i c i -
p a n t s ,  w e  w i l l  d e c i d e  h o w  t o  s e t 
u p  t h e  v i s i t ,  p e r h a p s  b r e a k i n g  u p 
i n  s e v e r a l  g r o u p s  t o  s u i t  e v e r y -
o n e ’s  n e e d s .  Fo r  e c o n o m y’s  s a k e , 
c a r p o o l i n g  w o u l d  b e  a  g o o d  i d e a , 
b u t  n o t  c o m p u l s o r y.

In  order  to  s t a r t  o rgan i s ing  the  v i s -
i t ,  we  wi l l  a sk  in te re s t ed  member s 
to  f i l l  out  a  fo rm and re turn  i t  by 
March  31  a t  the  l a t e s t .  The  form 
wi l l  be  s ent  by  emai l  shor t ly.  Once 
the  par t i c ipant s  a re  regrouped ,  we 
wi l l  o rgan i se  eve r y th ing  so  tha t 
you  can  en joy  the  t r ip  a s  much a s 
pos s ib l e .  ■
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Artwork: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie) www.bravobravoaviation.com

bAttle ColourS: ArAdo Ar 234

Prototype Ar 234 S10 (Wk. Nr. 140110) was used by Erprobungskommando 234 based in Rechlin-Lärz in November 
1944. This aircraft was notably used to test the Henschel HS 293 anti-ship missile and its companion radio-guidance 
set, the FuG 203.

This aircraft served with Kommando Sperling (sparrow) in late 1944, and was flown by Oberleutnant Werner Muffey. 
The «farting sparrow» artwork beneath the cockpit was the unit’s insignia and was painted on all Kommando Sperling 
aircraft.

«Snafu I» was one of fours Ar 234 sent to the US for evaluation and testing. Its Werk Nummer was probably 140148  
although some sources indicate 140343. It was obtained from British troops in Sola, Norway by “Watson’s Whizzers”, a 
group of American pilots under Col. “Hal” Watson whose mission was to recuperate German jets. The aircraft was flown 
from Sola to Grove in the UK and then Melun in France, where it was sent by ship to the US. It was tested by the US 
Navy in Patuxent River but lack of spare parts limited it to ground testing and it never flew again. It was scrapped by 
the US Navy in the 1950s.

http://www.bravobravoaviation.com
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