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EDITORIAL

As most of you have read about it, 
Aviation Club de France decided, 

following my comments last month about 
the alliance of the CAF and the casinos in 
Laughlin, to stop its help to our Association. 
So be it ! We will do without it. Of course, 
one cannot refuse this collaboration of the 
CAF with some casinos on one hand, and 
expect some help from similar setups on 
the other hand. Every member who reacted 
to this highly exaggerated reaction of the 
ACF reacted positively and I thank them 
for that. Better preserve our integrity than 
contradict ourselves.

A lot more pleasant is this month flow of 
Sponsors for the Piper Cub “Spirit of 

Lewis”. We have moved two thirds towards 
our target, and I rely on last year’s Sponsors 
to renew their Sponsorship for 2011, and 
on  the others to join this project which 
is one of our Wing’s fundamental goals. 

The preparation of our Fly-in anniversary 
started very nicely thanks to Marie-

Françoise Le Cornec who purchased, from 
her own pocket, a bunch of presents which 
will be excellent rewards for the winners 
of the various contests we are organizing 
for that day. I rely on you all to find other 
presents so that this day will be a very 
memorable one.

All our members can nominate the 5 
Members who, in their opinion, have 

made our Association progress the most 
significantly, and accomplished the most 
remarkable task(s) during the 15 year-long 
existence of the French Wing. The choice 
is vast and difficult but I expect you to make 
an objective and efficient one. Please do 
send in your suggestions describing the 
precise reasons of your choice(s).

As soon as the weather will improve the 
annual checks will start. Please tell me 

when you are available so that we can plan 
the work. You can participate, even if you 
have no particular qualifications. Thanks to 
all of you !

Bernard
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CALLING ALL SPONSORS OF THE 
PIPER CUB “SPIRIT OF LEWIS” : 
THANKS FOR RENEWING YOUR 
SPONSORSHIP FOR 2011 !
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A VERY SPECIAL MOSQUITO !

GONE WITH A MUSTANG, HE COMES BACK 
WITH A FOCKE-WULF 190 !… HERE’S THE 
AMAZING ADVENTURE OF BRUCE W. CARR.
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NEWS

SPONSORING OF THE PIPER 
CUB “SPIRIT OF LEWIS”

This Sponsoring system is based on 
three levels of premium paid at the end 
of the calendar year. As a reward for 
these financial efforts, each Sponsor 
may fly at a reduced price according 
to the following scheme :

Flying Sponsor

Annual Premium 250€ and price per 
flight hour 25€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 50€).

Restoration Sponsor

Annual Premium 125€ and price per 
flight hour 45€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 57,50€).

Supporting Sponsor

Annual Premium 50€ and price per 
flight hour 55€ (Average cost over 10 
hours of flight : 60€).

Non-Sponsors

Non-Sponsors  do not pay any annual 
premium but the cost for one flight 
hour is 80 euros. Therefore, it is a 
lot more advantageous to adopt a 
sponsorship, even at the lowest level of 
Supporting Sponsor since the hourly 
cost is below this price as soon as you 
reach the third hour.

Let us remind you that the fixed 
costs are covered by these premiums 
whose total must reach the amount 
of de 5600 € before the airplane can 
finacially operate safely.

Thanks to the following Sponsors we 
have collected, so far, a total of 3900 €. 
Therefore we now need to collect 1700 €, 
which is quite possible if all of last year’s 
Sponsors renew their membership.

THANKS FOR
SUPPORTING THE

“SPIRIT OF LEWIS” !

FRENCH WING FLY-IN

The date of the 2011 French Wing 
Fly-in is June 4 & 5, 2011. 

The 4th will be our Association’s 
annual big event. Airplanes can arrive 
at the time they like (Those coming 
from some distance will arrive the 
day before). The program includes 
the presentation of the planes by their 
owners, on the ground and in flight, a 
contest of the most beautiful aircraft, a 
meal and drinks, and other attractions 
which are still a surprise.

The 5th will be dedicated to those 
returning to their far away home 
and to the “survivors” who will finish 
what’s left from the 4th.

FLY-IN /  ANNIVERSARY 
ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

• Planes and people safety : Michel 
Baloche & Patrick Pierre-Pierre 
who will work together for a total 
safety, with, in addition, the task 
to find the necessary hangar spaces 
during the night for our visitors’ 
airplanes.

• Meals for the 2 days : Gaël 
Darquet & Roger Gouzon (Purchase 
and preparation of the food, BBQ 
cooking, drinks). We are looking for 
1 more volunteer to form this team of 
4 members.

• PX : Fumiko Delfino, Danielle 
Duflot, & Noël Barange (Preparation, 
installation, sales, and packing up).

• Lodging of guests, hotel room 
booking, transportation : Roger 
Gouzon & Claude Gascon.

• Logistics : Roger Gouzon & Didier 
Blouzard  (Tables, chairs, fridges, 
washrooms, etc).

Flying Sponsors

Hugh Alexander III

Gilles Avenel

Michel Baloche

Rémi Bellet

Jean-Yves Cercy

Bernard Delfino

Claude Gascon

Roger Gouzon

Roy Grinnell

Irene Grinnell

Marie-Françoise Le Cornec

Patrick Pierre-Pierre

Sandy Sansing

Restoration Sponsor

Bunty Bateman

Michel Fleury

Supporting Sponsor

Didier Bourrassier

Jean-Christophe Debuisson

Fumiko Delfino

Louis-Jean Gioux

Barbara Hair

Aubrey Hair

Haruo Tanaka

Camille Montaigu
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• Report during the week-end : 
Bernard Delfino & Bertrand Brown 
(Photos and articles). We are looking 
for 1 volunteer to make a video 
report (with his own video camera).

• Festivities of the 4th (Afternoon 
or evening) : Bernard Delfino & 
Bertrand Brown

• Contest of the most beautiful 
planes with Awards : The entire 
Board of Administration and 
Roy Grinnell (Several categories : 
Training, liaison, aerobatics, fighters, 
etc… according to the airplanes 
present).

• Cleaning, brooming, washing of 
dishes : All those who did not volunteer 
for any of the above tasks ! ☺☺☺

URGENT !
Among all the planned preparations 
and animations, here a re a few which 
should appeal to everyone…

• Design of an A4 size poster to 
announce this event among the 
French Wing and its friends. Those 
who are interested are kindly 
invited to start working on this 
poster whose project will need to 
be presented to the French Wing 
Board of Administration no later 
than April 30, 2011.

• The French Wing Board of 
Administration will reward with 
special Awards the 5 members 
who will have accomplished 
the most important or the most 
original tasks for our Association 
and/or the CAF, during the past 
15 years, or since their arrival for 
members who do not have such a 
seniority.

If you think that one or several 
members deserve these Awards, 
please do send us a letter with the 
exact reasons of your choice(s).

• A contest of photographs taken 
during these days from June 
3rd to June 5th will be open to 
everyone. The pictures will be 
judged for their artistic level, 
their originality, or their humor, 
and the best photos will be 
rewarded.

The photos will need to be sent 
to the French Wing no later 
than June 12, either on paper 
(Minimum size 13 x 18 cm), or 
as an electronic file via email 
or on a CD. In that case their 
definition must be at least 150 
DPI (A higher one may be asked 
later in case we need it). Each 
participant will be allowed to 
send 5 photos in each of the 
category (Static planes, in flight, 
people, or others which are still 
to be decided upon).

• A contest of the most beautiful 
planes in the various categories 
(Note that the owner’s dressing in 
accordance to his plane’s period 
will be a plus that will be taken into 
account).

• And other surprises which will be 
revealed in these pages as we progress 
through this project organization.

WANTED

We are especially looking for 
presents which will be given to the 
winners of the various contests, 
and the 5 members who are the 
most meritorious for the past 15 
years. 

Ask your friends, your employers, 
the shops you usually buy from, 

and anyone who could help us 
materially. 

Many shop owners can provide 
this kind of presents and will be 
too happy to help us, either by the 
donation of articles, vouchers, or 
else.

All you need to do is ask them 
with tact and diplomacy, while 
explaining the noble goals of our 
Association and invite them to this 
Fly-in Anniversary.

APPOINTED OFFICERS OF 
THE FRENCH WING

As it was already announced in this 
Newsletter, our Association needs 
volunteers for various appointed 
positions. Here is the list of these 
positions already allocated and those 
which still need to be filled. Please 
help us replace the question marks 
with your names and first names :

• Public Relations (Including the 
publication of our Newsletter): Bernard 
Delfino & Bertrand Brown.

• Operations : Patrick Pierre-Pierre 
& Gilles Avenel.

• PX Shop : Fumiko Delfino & ? ? ?

• Maintenance : Bernard Delfino 
& Gaël Darquet (Mechanical), and 
Noël Barange (Instruments).

• Safety : Michel Baloche & ? ? ?

• Fly-in & Anniversary Committee : 
Gaël Darquet (BBQ), Patrick Pierre-
Pierre (Operations), Michel Baloche 
(Safety) & 5 other members ? ? ? 

• Historian : Jacques Leroux

• Translation : Bertrand Brown & 
Noël Barange.

• Web Site : Eva Bancel, Stéphane 
Duchemin, & Bertrand Brown.



MUSÉE DE L’AIR ET DE 
L’ESPACE FLY-IN ON
MARCH 26 & 27, 2011

The Air Museum is organizing a Fly-
in on March 26 & 27, 2011 in Le 
Bourget. 

Although this project is still beeing  
prepared, the French Wing is on 
the list of participants as well as its 
Piper Cub “Spirit of Lewis”. Other 
owners of airplanes who belong to 
our Association are also listed as 
participants.

The museum is also arranging a booth 
inside the building so that we can 
present our Association to the public. 
We expect precise news from the 
museum during February, so please 
watch these lines and your emails !

AÉROPUCES 2011 IN THE
MUSÉE DE L’AIR ET DE 

L’ESPACE

The date of this event has been changed ! 
It will now take place on October 22 
& 23, 2011. The French Wing will be 
there like it was last year.

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
ANNUAL CHECKS & 

HANGAR EQUIPMENT

The annual checks of the NC 856 and 
the Piper Cub will start by the end of 
February or early March, depending 
on the ambient temperature. If you 
wish to participate, please let us know 
as soon as possible. If you are only 
available during week-ends, we will 
adopt the work to your availability.

Parallel to this aircraft work, several 
tasks are to be accomplished on various 
hangar equipment, tasks which do not 
call for any special knowledge. Thanks 
to the volunteers !

If you come from the provinces, Roger 
Gouzon can provide the lodging which 
will limit your expenses to your trip to 
Le Plessis-Belleville.

PARTICIPANTS TO OUR 
FLY-IN ON JUNE 4TH

The list of airplanes that will take 
part in this event has started to grow. 
Therefore, apart from problems like 
technical snags or bad weather, we 
are already sure that a Swiss Bücker 
belonging to Patrick Guerne (info@
dehavilland-watches.com), will be 
there, as well as a Piper Cub flown by 
Damien Poirier, coming from Saint 
Cyr l’École.

L’ÉCHARPE BLANCHE
HAS MOVED

The new web address of L’Écharpe 
Blanche, the French Classic aviation 
news blog, is :

http://www.lecharpeblanche.fr/

This web site gives all the fresh news 
about classic aviation in our country. It 
is operated by Bravo Bravo Aviation 
and the French Wing.

Do not hesitate to visit it frequently 
because news come fast, and tell 
people around you about it.

DANIELLE DUFLOT
IS BACK !

Danielle Duflot has asked to rejoin 
the French Wing, a request which was 
warmly and happily welcomed by the 
members of the French Wing Board 
of Administrtaion !

Danielle will help with the PX during 
our Fly-in and will have the pleasure 
to meet her long-time friends, as well 
as meet all the new members whom 
she has never met.
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PIPER CLUB FRANCE
EVENTS 2011

Here is the list of events organized 
by the Piper Club France :

• 20.000 Fathoms in the Air, in 
Amiens on April 8, 9, & 10.

• Piper Club France Annual General 
Assembly in Angers on April 15 & 
16.

• Annual gathering of the Piper 
Club France in Nancy on June 17, 
18, & 19.

• Escapade in Nuits Saint Georges 
on September 24 & 25.

Note : The Annual Gathering in 2012 will take 
place in Chambéry on June 15, 16, & 17.

FRENCH WING
EVENTS 2011

During our GA on November 27, it 
was decided that the French Wing 
would participate in 5 aerial events 
during 2011, and to Aéropuces at 
the Musée de l’Air in Le Bourget :

• Air Museum Fly-in on March 26 

& 27 Mars.

• French Wing Fly-in Anniversary 

on June 4, 2011 (And 5 for the 

“Survivors”).

• Fête aérienne de La Ferté-Alais on 

June 11 & 12.

• Gathering of the Piper Club France 

in Nancy on June 17, 18, & 19.

• Pontoise air show on September 

4th.

• Aéropuces du Musée de l’Air in 

Le Bourget in October 2011.
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Bruce Carr obtained his 
private pilot licence in 1939 
flying a Piper Cub, thanks 
to the good advice of his 
instructor, Johnny Bruns.

In November 1942, he 
became an Army Air Force 
Cadet. Thanks to one of those 
coincidences that life has the 
secret of, his instructor was, 
again, Johnny Bruns ! Aboard 
a  Stearman, they flew to an 
auxiliary airfield, practising 
aerobatics on the way. Once they got 
there, Johnny Bruns jumped off the 
plane and told Bruce Carr to solo.

After three or four hours  flying the 
T-6, he was sent to another base 
where he learned to fly the P-40. A 
lieutenant who had just arrived from 
North Africa showed him the controls 
and the cockpit for half an hour, then 
said to Bruce : “If you can start it, go fly 
it”. “I was 19 then, and thought I knew 
everything. I didn’t know enough to be 
scared. So I took off and buzzed all the 
cows I could find”.

After forty hours on the P-40, Bruce 
totalled 160 hours and he was sent to 
England with the group that was the 
first to fly the Mustang to war. “I said 
to myself that the P-51B would nit be 
a problem for an “old” P-40 pilot… I 
was wrong ! I flew the P-40 but I was 
literally part of the P-51, and the P-51 
was part of me”. The instructions were 
simple : “This is a P-51. Fly it. We will 
soon form a Unit, so, go fly it”. It was 
the turn of the British cows to be 
buzzed…

“On our first long range mission we 
were climbing all the time, and for 
me who had never been above 10,000 
feet, finding myself at 30,000 feet was 
incredible ! As a little boy I used to go to 
church and I knew that this is where the 

angels were. This is when I decided to 
call my plane “Angels’ Playmate”.

His first victory was against an Me 
109 whose pilot was so afraid by a 
single  tracer that hit his left aileron 
as they were flying low over the trees, 
that he pulled up, released his canopy, 
and bailed out, but too low for his 
parachute to open. “My first victory 

was not a kill, it was more of a 
suicide” commented Bruce.

It was during the strafing 
of an enemy airfield in 
Czechoslovakia that Bruce‘s 
plane was hit by flak. With 
the coolant running fast 
from the engine Bruce had 
no other choice than bail 
out. Landing in a forest that 
he was flying over a minute 
ago, he decided to walk 
towards the Luftwaffe base 

because he knew that Germans treated 
aviators better than other prisoners.

His intention was to surrender, but 
when he reached the base, he decided 
to wait for the morning. Lying in the 
woods, he could see mechanics looking 
after a FW 190 parked at the edge of 
the wood. They did some maintenance, 
filled up the tanks, ran the engine, and 
went away. Bruce opened the canopy, 
got in and stayed hunkered down in 
the cockpit to spend the night.

When the early morning light started 
to show, Bruce studied the dashboard 
and the controls.

Unable to read German, he could 
not decipher the dials and found 
no similarity with American planes. 
However, he found a panel with 
what looked like circuit breakers and 
thought that, logically, they were off, 
and that reversing them would bring 
life back to the plane. They did.

Then he found a “T” handle with 
some lettering that looked like 
“starter”. He pulled it and nothing 
happened. Then he thought it 
might need to be pushed. He tried 
and heard the inertia stated winding 
up. He let it accumulate enough 
energy and then pulled the handle 
and the engine started. Bruce did 

COLONEL BRUCE W. CARR
   Article : B. Delfino - Profile: B. Brown



not waste time. He taxied through 
a shallow ditch, shoved the throttle 
fully forward and took off.

The Germans may have been 
surprised by this early morning 
take-off but Bruce had other worries 
since he did not know the airplane 
and had to fly more than 200 Miles 
over enemy territory.

He found five switches behind 
the throttle lever. He pressed the 
first one. Nothing happened. He 
pressed the second one and the gear 
came up. He was flying as low as 
he dared and the throttle lever was 
fully forward.

He pressed the next switch and the 
flaps came down partly. He pressed 
the one next to it and they came up 
again.

This time it was the German cows 
turn to be buzzed although that was 

not the intention : He wanted to go 
back to his base as soon as possible.

It was easy for him to notice he was 
flying over the front line since every 
soldier he flew over was shooting at 
him with any weapon he could use.

After a perfect navigation, he finally 
arrived at his base, Orconte, located 
in France, half way between Saint 
Dizier and Vitry le François. He 
pulled up a bit, reduced throttle, 
lowered the flaps, but he was unable 
to get the gear down.

This is when he realized that every 
gun on the base was shooting at 
him. His final approach was tight 
and short, as short as possible, 
and he belly landed the plane as 
perfectly as in the manual.

The aircraft had barely stopped 
sliding that a bunch of MP’s tried 
to pull him out while he was still 

strapped in. He threw some good 
swear words which left no doubt 
about his nationality ! Then his 
Group Commander George R. 
Bickel appeared : “Carr ! Where the 
hell have you been, and what have 
you been doing now ?”…

Bruce Carr entered history as the 
first pilot who took off for a mission 
aboard a Mustang and came back 
aboard a Focke-Wulf 190.

After some well-deserved rest, he 
showed his fellow pilots around the 
plane. One of them pointed to a 
small handle under the glare shield. 
He pulled it and the gear unlocked 
and came down… At least he had 
figured out the important things !

Bruce W. Carr finished the war with 
14 confirmed victories and 172 war 
missions (He had to bail out three 
times because of the flak). He stayed 
in the Air Force and helped with 
the creation of the “Acrojets” who 
later became the “Thunderbirds”, 
then he flew 51 missions in Korea 
flying the F-86 Sabre, and another 
286 in Vietnam flying the F-100 
Super Sabre. After he retired, he 
carried on flying and presented a 
Mustang painted exactly like his 
Angels’Playmate in air shows.

Unfortunately, Bruce W. Carr 
passed away in April 1998, at the 
age of 74.
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All aviation lovers agree on one point : 
Aircraft manufacturing company De 
Havilland always produced beautiful 
airplanes. Even its biplanes are so 
pretty that they really stand out. 
One just need to look at an antique 
Tiger Moth or a twin engine Dragon 
Rapide to realize that. Even today they 
keep their beauty and the crowds love 
them.

When, in 1936, the Air Ministry 
issued a program for a fast twin engine 
bomber, the majority of aircraft 
builders started to study an all-metal 
heavy aircraft, with powerful engines 
and much defensive armament.

De Havilland chose another way 
since its designers considered that 
the same result could be obtained 
with a smaller airplane. They chose 
an all-wood construction, a material 
which looked somewhat obsolete 
then…

Contrary to the ministry directives, 
De Havilland chose not to adopt 
any defensive armament because 
of the considerable drag produced 
by gun turrets, and, consequently, 
concentrated on air speed and 
manoeuvrability.

The project was refused several times 
for various reasons, mainly because 
of its originality which was going 
“against the flow”. It was finally 
accepted but delayed again because 
the Rolls Royce engines were given 
top priority for the fighters in these 
early days of the war, especially 
during the Battle of Britain.

It was not until July 1940 that the 
project received a green light but 
with some significant restrictions. De 

Havilland engineers had to promise to 
produce an airplane able to fly at 400 
mph (640 km/h) over a distance of 
1500 miles (2380 km) at an altitude 
of 24,900 ft (8500 m). Confident, 
De Havilland stated that this aircraft 
would be the fastest bomber in the 
world !

Work started straight away and 
Geoffrey De Havilland took off for 
the plane’s first flight on November 
25, 1940, after a total of only 
11 months spent on study and 
construction of the prototype. 

Once the early problems were 
solved by various modifications, 
test pilot John Cunningham took 
it to the air again and was really 
impressed by the airplane’s flying 
characteristics. It reached a top 
speed of 388 mph (624 km/h), 
with a ceiling estimated at 33,900 
ft (10300 m) and a climb rate of 
2,880 ft/mn (880 m/mn) up to 
11,400 ft (3500 m).

In October 1941, the plane was fitted 
with two Merlin 61. The speed went 
up to 428 mph (689 km/h) at 28,500 
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DE HAVILLAND DH 98 MOSQUITO

Loading of a 4000 lbs bomb in a Mosquito.
The graffiti on the bomb says “Happy Xmas Adolf ” 

   Article : B. Delfino (With the kind permission of RRAA) - Photos : RRAA
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ft (8700 m), and even 437 mph (703 
km/h) when the snow-guards were 
removed from the air intakes.

The Mosquito had really become the 
fastest operational plane in the world ! 
As promised by De Havilland, its 
speed was the guarantee of its safety 
since the pilot only had to open the 
throttles fully to escape from its 
chasing enemies.

When the production stopped, a total 
of 7,781 Mosquito’s had been built, 
of which 6710 had been produced 
during the war. It was manufactured 
for an extraordinary number of tasks : 
Fighter, fighter-bomber, night fighter, 
path-finder, torpedo bomber, naval, 
photo-reconnaissance, target tug, and 
trainer.

Unfortunately, the airplanes 
who remain today are practically 
condemned to be displayed in static 
aviation museums. After dozen of 
years, the wood and the glue which was 
used have lost their properties, and a 
complete reconstruction with modern 
materials would be very expensive and 
the only solution, at long last, to see a 
Mosquito flying again.

The only solution ?… May be not, for 
a group of French aviation lovers is 
about to materialize that dream…

They are the members of Association 
RRAA (Reconstructions and Replicas of 
Old Airplanes), based in Luçon, and 
led by its President, mister Michel 
Bogaert.

The story of this extraordinary and 
ambitious project started when a 
group of friends, all private pilots 

who had obtained their twin engine 
qualification, started wondering 
what type of aircraft they could fly. A 
difficult and expensive choice for sure ! 
So difficult that one of them made a 
suggestion : “Why not build our own 
airplane ?…”.

This simple and 
somewhat crazy 
question was the 
start of a thinking 
phase which 
lasted about 7 
years. Despite 
the numerous 
difficulties that it 
represented the 
idea progressed. 
It was finally 
adopted, and 
the choices of an 

aircraft type soon narrowed down to the 
Mosquito which represented, thanks to 
its rarity, a very judicious choice and a 
technical and human challenge that this 
group of friends decided to tackle.

A file, as documented as possible about 
the Mosquito was collected. As Michel 
Bogaert says, they were lucky to find a 
book which was a collection of technical 
documents used by aircraft mechanics 
who worked on the Mosquito during 
WWII : Literally a “Bible” which 
contained so many drawings and so 
much information that it allowed 
them to draw the complete plans of the 
airplane whose size was so large that 
it had to be scaled down to 3/4, still 
giving a wing span of almost 40 feet 
and a length of about 30 feet !

Below, the project initiators : Left Mi-
chel Bogaert, right Christian Nicolas, 
tragically killed in an ultra-light acci-
dent in 1993.
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The design and the materialization of a project as ambitious 
as this one called for the utmost professionalism  and an 
exceptional know-how since 
everything, except assemblies 
that were impossible to 
make like the wheels and the 
instruments, was conceived, 
built, or modified, in 
the RRAA workshop : 
Studies, structures, mechanical items, electrical power and 
distribution, canopy, engine modifications, etc…

Today, after 16 years and about 30,000 hours of hard 
work, the project is nearing its completion. The rigour 
and the discipline adopted since the very start of this 
adventure in 1995 will bring results that have rarely 
been deserved so much.

We warmly thank Michel Bogaert for allowing us 
to publish some of the numerous photos that are 
displayed on the RRAA web site. Only these pictures 
will let you see and understand the magnitude of this 
accomplishment.

The plane left the workshop located in Luçon on 
October 9, 2010, and was transported by road to the 
airfield of Fontenay le Comte where it was assembled. 
Since that day, the engines have been fitted and engine 
runs have been carried out. Taxi tests will take place, 
followed, hopefully, by the first flight next March.

Above, the first builders : Bottom left Lionel Blanc, bottom 
right Michel Bogaert, and top André Colette, master of the 
wooden construction, unfortunately he became ill and passed 
away in 2004.

THE RRAA MOSQUITO

The sectional view of the RRAA Mosquito below shows the 
complexity of this design.

The plane is fitted with two 340 HP engines which have been 
de-rated to 300 HP. This total power of 600 HP will still allow 
the plane to fly at a speed of 250 MPH (400 km/h), and the to-
tal fuel consumption will be 100 liters per hour of aviation gas.

The numerous tests and trials already done have been positive, 
like those of the undercarriage which has been operated 1200 
times, of which 120 were done in emergency lowering mode. 
Multiple assemblies and disassembling of the plane have been 
made, which considerably helped its quick assembly when it got 
to Fontenay le Comte.

The first flights will be flown by a 
professional test pilot who is the 
test pilot of the A-400M which will 
replace the Air Force’s C-130’s and 
Transal’s aircraft.

We can only wish this group of aviation lovers a complete 
success which we don’t have any doubt about.

We have already offered them to visit us in Le Plessis-Bel-
leville as soon as possible, an  invitation that Michel Bogaert 
has warmly accepted. The reception we will give them will be 
as important as their accomplishment.

“For an adventure like this, you must 
not think, for if you start thinking you 
don’t do anything !”

Michel Bogaert

Left to right : Henri, Claude, Gilbert, Michel, Claude, Joël, and Bibiche
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Bibiche and his dashboard

Michel, Lionel, and Bibiche

The wing : 40 feet long and 1,000 lbs with the gear and the fixtures

Gilbert checking the engine efficiency

The cockpit

Michel and Claude carry out en engine run

Claude preparing the mould for the canopy

The dashboard
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TRANSPORT, ASSEMBLY, AND FIRST ENGINE RUNS

Become a Benefactor of RRAA by sending a check of 5 euros 
minimum to :

RRAA - Michel Bogaert
14 Rue de l’Équerre

85400 LUÇON

Michel and Françoise (who supported everything with a smile)

☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺☺

RRAA web site : http://bogaert.jimdo.com/

email : BOGAERT85400@aol.com



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by 
the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal 
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0680361717

email : bdelfino26@free.fr
Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN

Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com

Finance Officer : Col. Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 0675742596

email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant : Gaël DARQUET

Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr         

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete re-
production of the articles and the illustrations published in this 
monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the 
FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 19 
rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

FRENCH WING PX

Print of the Spirit of Lewis flying over Le Plessis-
Belleville, from the painting made by Roy Grinnell.

300 gramms, non-acid, high quality paper, size 30 x 
40 cm.

The price for this lithograph is 10 euros for Wing mem-
bers (+ 6 € P & P), and 15 euros for the public (+ 6 € 
de port).

Our members residing in the USA may order from 
Irene & Roy Grinnell in order to avoid excessive P & P  
( buywrbonds@aol.com ).

WING PROJECTS
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DONORS
 

Noël BARANGE
Jacqueline CLERC

Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET

Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN

Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL

ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ

Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT

Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES

Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON

Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB

Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III

Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER

George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK

Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE

Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR

Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE

Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE

David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID

DASSAULT FALCON SERVICE - TOPGUNART.COM  - SKY RUNNER
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE  -  EDITIONS LARIVIERE

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2011

FLYING SPONSORS

Hugh Alexander III
Michel Baloche

Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell

Marie-Françoise Le Cornec
Patrick Pierre-Pierre

Sandy Sansing

RESTORATION SPONSORS

Bunty Bateman

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Didier Bourrassier
Fumiko Delfino

Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair

Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka

What ?…
There’s still 

plenty of room 
in here !?!?!…

RENEW OR 
ADOPT A

SPONSORSHIP 
AND FILL  UP 
THIS SPACE !


