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EDITORIAL

THE HELP TO THE REARWIN SPORTSTER
HAS MADE A BIG STEP FORWARD !

T

Photo : Air & Space Museum San Diego

his winter season is dragging along, and
everyone is longing to get some sunshine
and warmth back, especially our mechanics
who have a busy program ahead for the next
three months : Annual checks and replacement of some parts. For all our members who
can help, we will need to give a hand to col
Roger Gouzon who is moving from Villepinte
to Ermenonville, where he just bought his new
house, less than two miles from the airport
of Le Plessis-Belleville ! Roger provides the
stowage of a good part of the French Wing assets, and it is our duty to show him our gratitude through this help, as much as possible.

A

viation Club de France and col Marcel
Francisci have, this year again, proved
their interest for the CAF and the French Wing
with an important donation to our Unit. I must
say that I was very touched and I believe that
all our members will join me in sending our
very sincere thanks to them !

T

he Spirit of Lewis is in great danger of
not being able to operate in 2009 if the
number of its sponsors does not increase
significantly very soon. More than two dozen
members haven’t renewed their sponsorship
of this historical airplane. I know that this year
will be difficult for each one of us, but me must
all keep the important things the priority they
deserve. The Piper Cub is number one among
these things, because of the nobility of what it
represents. A supporting sponsorship is only
4 small euros each month over an entire year.
I’m sure that everyone can afford that without
seeing his personal budget collapse, and I
thank you all in advance.

F

inally, you will find, on page 7, an article
which lists the best aviation movies ever
produced. It will help those who do not have
an Internet link and, therefore, cannot enjoy
the contents of our forum, to get himself a
dream video collection. The second part of
this article will be published next month…
Bernard

“AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE” AND COL MARCEL
FRANCISCI HAVE JUST GIVEN A VERY IMPORTANT HELP
TO THE RESTORATION PROJECT OF THE REARWIN
SPORTSTER, A HELP THAT ALLOWS US TO MOVE FORWARD
SIGNIFICANTLY (Page 3).

AVIATION MOVIES SPECAL ISSUE
THIS ISSUE INCLUDES THE FIRST PART OF AN ARTICLE
WHICH LISTS THE BEST AVIATION MOVIES, IN ORDER
TO HELP YOU GET YOURSELF A DECENT AVIATION FILM
COLLECTION (Pages 7 to 11).

2009 SURVEY
IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO SEND YOUR COPY OF THE FRENCH
WING SURVEY, IF YOU HAVEN’T DONE SO ALREADY !

SUPPORT OUR PIPER CUB!
THE NUMBER OF SPONSORS OF THE “SPIRIT OF LEWIS”
HAS INCREASED SIGNIFICANTLY THIS MONTH, BUT NOT
ENOUGH TO ENSURE ITS OPERATION IN 2009.
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NEWS
GOOGLE EARTH
HAS IMPROVED
The reactions to the article published last
month about this amazing software didn’t
take long to come in ! Many knew about
it, but not in great depth. Therefore, we
are happy that we were useful.
As a coincidence, the version 5.0 has just
been released. It is readily available on the
Google web site, and, even if it is still as
a Betha version, it works just perfectly.
With it, you will be able to fly through
space, and even navigate under the sea, at
least in the areas that have already been
mapped.
Also, the flight simulator is now displaying a small map, which will allow you to
see your position more easily than before.
Do try it. I am sure that you will like it !

A PHONE-BOOK WITH PHOTOS
Col Claude Gascon suggested, on our
web site forum, that our phone-book
should include a photo of each of our
members, which would help us know
each other better.
Here is a good idea that seems very useful, and a first attempt was done by our
Leader, using the Microsoft Word software, with the hope that the compatibility would be at its maximum for all our
members’ personal computers.
As he expected, and since Word is such
a poor software for page layout, he met
numerous difficult problems impossible
to solve, and he finally decided to do it
all again using Adobe InDesign which
he uses to do this very Newsletter, then,
this document will be published as a
PDF one.

It was as he was working on it that he
realized that some of the photos we
have of our members are dating a bit
(Sometimes several years), and many
will probably prefer to use a more recent
picture.
Therefore, we ask all our members, with
no exception, to send us, via email the
close-up photo scanned at 300 dpi, or a
paper one by mail, that you wish us to
use in this illustrated directory, before
March 15, 2009.
Should no photo be received at that
date, we will use the one that we have
available, and we will consider that you
agree to that.
We sincerely thank you for your promptness to send these photos.

BUT WHERE HAS PATRICK GONE ?
Some members got worried about the unusual silence of col Patrik Pierre-Pierre for about two months, and they were right. Patrick is
in Africa and will stay there until early June (Photos attached). He was selected to do a mission in the police force in West Darfour. The
UNAMID is the english acronym for the Hybrid African Union
and United Nations operation.
The role of the teal he belongs to, is to note minor or serious
events of a punishable or criminal nature that people who have
been placed in camps may be the victim of, to incite them to
put official complaints in at the local police, and to encourage
the latter to do its job. This team acts in close collaboration
with the agencies of the UN (UNHCR, WFP), the ONG
(Terre des Hommes, Triangle, Médecins sans Frontière), the
persons elected by the people living in these camps, and the
Sudan police.
We hope that Patrick will come back to us soon and without any
problem. Knowing his professionalism and his experience we are
sure that he does all he can to do so.
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NEWS
AN EXTRAORDINARY GIFT
TO THE REARWIN SPORTSER

CALLING ALL
SPONSORS
YEAR 2009
The number of Sponsors of the Spirit of Lewis has increased significantly this
month, but we are still 775 euros ($ 930.00) from the amount that we must reach
if we want our Piper Cub to operate like it did in the past. We sincerely thank all
members and friends whose names appear on the list below ! Thanks to them we are
on the right tracks.
However, more than a dozen members who were sponsors last year, haven’t reacted
to our call yet. We ask them to renew their sponsorship for 2009, and we also ask
those who have never been a sponsor, to become one. If this happens, we will reach
the necessary amount, and we will be able to reach our fundamental goals this year
again. The Spirit of Lewis thanks you for that !

Flying
Sponsors

Restoration
Sponsors

Supporting
Sponsors

Gilles Avenel
Jean-Yves Cercy
George Chandler
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Marcel Francisci
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Georges Marcelin
Patrick Pierre-Pierre
Sandy Sansing
Sky Runner

Didier Cardinal
Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
John Roeder

Lilian Ayars
Henri Bourrassier
J-C. Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Claude De Marco
Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler

Being a Sponsor of the Spirit of Lewis it’s not only flying for less, but it’s also a means
of showing your enthusiasm for our Wing and for the CAF, a way to help the common
cause, and a way to reach the goals of the CAF which are also ours.
IF YOU WANT OUR PIPER CUB TO CONTINUE
FLYING, GET A SPONSORSHIP NOW !
REMINDER ABOUT THE SPONSORING SYSTEM
Flying Sponsor
250€ ($ 325.00)/Year + 25€/Hour
Restoration Sponsor
125€ ($ 163.00)/Year + 40€/Hour
Supporting Sponsor
50€ ($ 65.00)/Year + 55€/Hour
Non Sponsor
0€ ($ 0.00)/Year + 80€/Hour

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE
have reiterated their annual gift to the
French Wing, which they have been
doing for many years !
Thanks to col Marcel Francisci
who convinced their Board of
Administration, the latter has just
made a gift of 3000 euros to the projects of the French Wing !
This gift is a true bottle of oxygen
for the Rearwin Sportster restoration
project which we can now consider
very seriously.
To that effect, our leader contacted
a workshop specialized in restorations and reconstructions of old
planes wood and fabric structures,
and approached them for an estimate
for the wings.
Our knowledge and our experience
in wood and fabric, and our available
time, are quite insufficient, and we
prefer to deal with metal parts like the
fuselage, the tail, the flying controls,
the instruments, the engine, etc, with
which our mechanics are a lot more
familiar.
The workshop in question is
Classique Aéro Service
which was warmly recommended to
us by our friends of the very serious Association Memorial Flight in
Dugny. A reference since its members,
in the past, asked this workshop to
rebuild some wings for one of their
projects !
The readers who have an Internet
connection can visit their web site and
see their past and present accomplishments, using the following address :
< http://classiqueaeroservice.free.fr >
Another bit of luck stroke when
Bernard, after numerous months of
research located the blueprints for the
Rearwin Sportster wing in a museum
in San Diego, California. A copy of
these blueprints was ordered because
they will be very useful for this reconstruction.
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NEWS
NEW ADDRESS FOR
LOUIS-JEAN GIOUX

NO REIMS AIR SHOW FOR THE FRENCH WING
The request for the participation of the planes and PX of the French Wing have been
turned down by the organizers of the Reims air show.
The latter is, effectively, a world aerobatics teams air show, and apart from them, the
planes that will be part of the show are some pioneer era airplanes and aircraft that have
been based in Reims in the past. Unfortunately, neither the Piper Cub, nor the NC 856
were ever based there at one time or another…
As a compensation, we have been offered to take part in the air show in Tours on June 13
and 14,2009, which we have accepted. Our request was sent away a few days ago and we
are waiting for a confirmation from the organizers.

Our friend and his wife have left
Clermont-Ferrand and established
themselves in the Paris area in order to
be closer to their kids, which, on the
same occasion, have got them closer to
the French Wing.
Here is their new addresse :

To this day, it is the same situation with all other air shows for this year We are waiting
for some news from the organizers. The only sure thing so far is that the Piper Cub will
not be able to participate to the Piper Club France fly-in in Quiberon because no pilot
will be available during that period.

Louis-Jean Gioux
4 Rue Saint Sébastien
78300 POISSY
FRANCE
Telephone : 0139654404

“NUMBER 7 THE HARD WAY” : BY ROY GRINNELL
On April 7, 1943, 1st Lt. James Swett, flying a Grumman F-4F Wildcat engaged a flight of enemy Japanese “Val” dive bombers over
the Solomon Islands. After successfully dispatching two Vals, he closed in on a third dive bomber and firing at it, Swett suddenly
felt his F4F shudder. His right wing was hit and he lost the inboard gun. He continued the attack, and shot down his third Val.
Swett continued his attacks, shooting down his fourth, fifth, sixth and seventh enemy dive bombers. Going after his eighth Val, his
windscreen was shattered by the Val’s rear gunner’s fire. Continuing the attack, Swett’s ammunition ran out, as he watched the Val
begin to smoke and dive away into the clouds. Was this his eighth ? There was no confirmation as he headed back to Guadalcanal’s
airstrip. He was more than an Ace on his first combat mission.

4

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE
GYROSCOPES AND VACUUM PUMP
The NC 856 Norvigie had been suffering since before its acquisition, of a problem with its IFR instruments, Artificial Horizon and
Directional Gyro. Since the airplane is not certified for IFR operation, the co-owners of the plane postponed the investigation of the
problem on that system, and it’s only recently that they found an occasion to take the vacuum pump which, evidently, was the cause of
this problem.
Removing the pump showed us immediately the reasons for this problem : Driving shaft sheared ! The first anomaly we noticed was that
the break did not occur where it was supposed to, towards the front end, where there is a groove that weakens this shaft so that it breaks
if the resistance to its rotation is too high…
Before going any further in this diagnostic, and to give some explanations to the neophyte, let us see what this equipment is there for :
The artificial horizon and the directional gyro are two instruments which work with a gyroscope. Everyone knows that a gyroscope is a
relatively heavy flywheel that rotates at high speed, and which has a tendency to remain in the position it is set from the beginning. As
kids, we all played with these gyroscope toys that were rotated with the help of a piece of string, and we observed this strange and amusing behavior without really understanding it. Let us not get too deep into these explanations and say that this flywheel can be rotated
by either an electric motor or by air passing
over a turbine which is integral to that
wheel. The latter is the case of the NC 856
and many private planes today.
This air flow is created by an air pump
driven by the aircraft engine. As opposed
to what is usually met in every mechanical
systems, this pump does not blow, but it
sucks the air which flows through the instruments, and it blows it overboard in the
atmosphere. The reason for it is that it is
easier to regulate a negative pressure than
a positive one, and that it creates less disturbance to the air flow going through the
instruments. So, let’s see the schematic diagram of this simple and efficient system :

REGULATOR

VACUUM
PUMP

OUT

DIRECTION

FILTER

IN

In that diagram, the pump rotates anticlockwise. Doing so, it draws the air from the cabin through a big air filter. The air then passes through the instruments and makes the
gyroscopes rotate. Then, it flows through a regulator which ensures a smooth operation, independent of the engine RPM variations.
Finally, it goes through the pump and expels it outside.
Therefore, once the engine has been started, and the gyros turning at their nominal speed, one sets the instruments so they show the
plane’s attitude : The artificial horizon shows its center little yellow airplane horizontal and level, and the directional gyro is adjusted
to the same magnetic heading as the airplane’s compass. If the aircraft takes off and changes attitude, the gyroscope will stay in their
initial position, and the change will be showing as a different
attitude, nose up or down and/or a bank angle, or by a change
in heading.

HOW DOES A VACUUM PUMP WORK
As one can see in the drawing above and on the photo on the
right, a vacuum pump is made of an off-center, or eccentric,
rotor turning inside the pump casing. In this rotor are three
slots in which vanes slide in and out thanks to the centrifugal
force created by the pump rotation. These vanes which can be
made of metal or graphite, depending on the type of the pump,
rub against the inside of the casing, and the space between two
vanes form a variable volume chamber, thanks to the off center
rotor : As the rotor turns, the air enters the chamber as in “A”.
The volume increases as the rotor turns to a maximum as in
“B”, creating a vacuum. Then the chamber reduces its volume
like shown in position “C”, and the air is blown outside.
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THE CASE OF THE NC 856
It was with great pleasure that our mechanics, over-worked as usual, accepted
col Michel Perrin‘s offer to carry out an analysis of the pump malfunction and
repair it if possible.
The disassembly of the pump whose driving shaft had sheared, showed a rear
bearing that had overheated and was seized, the metal vanes had turned blue in
color due to the overheating, the oil filters were totally clogged, and the rotor
was damaged in numerous places. The two photos on the right show the extensive damage…
Then, Michel noticed that the mechanic who had fitted the pump on the engine, had
made a perfect seal, but he had forgotten one very important detail : He had forgotten
to make a hole in that seal in order to let the oil flow to the rear bearing of the pump !…
The photo below, taken using a mirror due to the lack of room, shows this oil flow
hole, on the left of the engine face receiving the vacuum pump.

The two pictures above show the extent of the damage : Rotor and vanes
damaged, the two filters clogged, and the seal which was the cause of the
failure since the oil passage hole had been forgotten in the seal.
Below : Voilà! The pump has been overhauled, put back together, repainted, and released for service by col Michel Perrin.

Let us not blame whoever made that mistake since we don’t know
anything about him nor the circumstances in which the pump
was fitted. Still, it’s a fact that, in these dry and difficult conditions, the poor little pump was not able to run more than a few
hours…
Fortunately, we had been given a similar pump, but it had been
manufactured to rotate in the opposite direction to the one that
failed. Michel found himself with a problem which was, apparently, impossible to solve. The original idea was to use the parts
from the good pump to repair the broken one. Alas, it soon became evident that these parts were all very different between the
two pumps.
AS the experienced mechanic that he is, Michel studied the problem fully and finally succeeded by returning the rotor on its axle,
which was not easy since everything had been fitted hot. Michel’s
efficiency was fully revealed when, just a week after he had collected the pumps, he sent it to us dully modified and in perfect
order !
All we have to do now is to refit the pump on the engine, check the air hoses and connections, and to start the engine to check the regulator, but also the instruments who stayed still for so many years. If all goes well, our little friends, the gyroscopes, will be very surprized to get
back into active service ! A big Thank You to Michel who, once again, has shown an exemplary professionalism !
6

AVIATION MOVIES (PART 1)
Article : Bernard Delfino

A long time ago, I wrote an article
about aviation and cinema which gave
a general impression about this subject.
Many members were interested since it
is quite a pleasant subject.

• Historical : Respect of the true facts,
except for fictitious stories of course.

At the time, most of these movies were
very hard to find, but things have
improved a lot since, thanks to the
DVD and the sales on the Internet
which have made borders disappear
almost totally.

• Photographic : Includes the light,
and everything related to photography
in general.

Thanks to our web site and the excellent suggestion by col Gaël Darquet to
open a topic about aviation movies on
our forum, I was able to review all my
movies, and I came up with a list of less
than forty films which, in my opinion,
are the very best among the 900 that I
found so far, a figure which is definitely
not exhaustive !

• Aeronautical : Importance of the airplanes filmed, their authenticity, and
their number in the movies.

To be part of this “crème de la crème”
aviation movies, a film must fulfil several quality criteria : Artistic, historical,
technical, photographic, musical, and
aeronautical :
• Artistic : Includes the direction, the
scenario, and the actors’ play.

• Technical : Quality of the models when
they are used, and all special effects.

• Musical : Harmony of the musical
themes and their execution.

As one can easily guess, the films that
fulfil all these conditions are not legion !
Very few can get the 5 stars score, and
if some movies that are part of the list
I have drawn are a bit weak in one of
those categories, but still keep these 5
stars, it is because they compensate that
small weakness by an excess of quality
in the others.
Of course these statements are just my
own opinion, and I would easily admit
that anyone can disagree with me. But
the reader can be sure that I did all I

could to be as objective and impartial
as possible. The great variety of these
movies is there to prove it.
Many other movies are really excellent
in one or several of these categories,
but a bit less in others. These only get
4 stars.
As for the worse ones, they are generally bad everywhere, or, more rarely,
they can be excellent in one category,
and bad, or even a disaster, in the
others. The best example I can pick
to illustrate that, is a french movie
called “Les Chevaliers Du Ciel” which
shows an extraordinary quality in the
flight sequences, one of the very best
from that point of view, but which is
affected by a boring story, unbelievably
poor dialogues, and actors who are way
below average !… But this is an exception, fortunately !
Over all, there is a large quantity of
movies which only lack a few things to
reach the very top. I shall be pleased
to list them for you if the reactions to
this article are positive. Please let me
know, and, in the mean time, enjoy
these movies !

Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo (1944) - (Trente Secondes Sur Tokyo)
A Mervyn Leroy movie, music by Herbert Stothart, actors : Spencer Tracy, Van Johnson, Robert Walker,
Phyllis Thaxter, Scott McKay, Robert Mitchum, Don Defore, Stephen McNally, etc…
The film tells the story of the raid on Japan by 16 B-25 Mitchell, organized and led by Jimmy Doolittle. The
planes were launched from the aircraft carrier Hornet 5 months after the japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, 12
hours sooner than planned because the convoy met a japanese trawler. They bombed their targets as expected
but they arrived over China at night and short of gasoline… This film is a true master piece of aviation cinema,
and it is good in every aspect. Van Johnson, pilot of B-25 Ruptured Duck is perfect in his role, and Spencer
Tracy gives an excellent portrait of Jimmy Doolittle. This is THE film that I would take along if I had to go
and live on a deserted island ! It is closely followed by The Dam Busters and Reach for the Sky which also
get close to perfection.
THE DAM BUSTERS (1954) - (Les Briseurs de Barrages)
Based on the book “The Dam Busters” by Paul Brickhill and “Enemy Coast Ahead” by colonel Guy Gibson.
Directed by Michael Anderson, music by Leighton Lucas, and the actors : Michael Redgrave, Ursula Jeans, Basil
Sydney, etc…
Barnes Wallis, an amazing engineer who, among other things, designed the Vickers Wellington, imagined a way
to destroy the big dams of the Rhur valley, and the flooding of the plants that were located in this valley, by
causing a reduced size local earth quake, with bombs. The difficulty was to find a way to place these bombs at
the precise place, that is to say below the water, at the foot of the dam… The film is also a tribute to commander
Gibson who reached the highest grades in only two years. Alas, he disappeared during a mission and was never
found… It is interesting to note that during the filming, the Wallis bomb was still classified as Secret Weapon.
The film producers had to rely on witnesses to make a bomb as realistic as the original one. The result is amazingly close to it.
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Reach For The Sky (1956) - (Bader Vainqueur du Ciel)
Directed by Lewis Gilbert, the film is based on the book by Paul Brickhill. The music is by John Addison,
and the actors are : Kenneth Moore, Muriel Pavlov, Lyndon Brook, Lee Paterson, Alexander knox, etc…
Another 5 stars movie which fully respects the true story of Douglas Bader, a legendary pilot who,
by vanity, lost his two legs in an aircraft accident, following a stupid bet. He paid this mistake dearly
and spent his life accomplishing exploits, the first one being to recover his mobility and independence
thanks to metal legs that made him suffer a lot but gave him back his freedom. His second exploit was
to convince the RAF authorities to take him back as a fighter pilot. Using all his tenacity and courage,
he got that back too. The only technical inaccuracy that one could note is the type of Spitfire used for
the filming, but one would be rather petty and difficult since the story of this man is so high above
all the rest !
THE FINAL COUNTDOWN (1980) - (Nimitz, Retour Vers l’Enfer)
Directed by Don Taylor, music by John Scott, and the actors : Kirk Douglas, Martin Sheen, Katharine
Ross, James Farentino, Ron O’Neal, etc…
The film is the story - totally unreal, but so exciting ! - of a modern aircraft carrier that sails through a
magnetic storm and finds itself on the eve of the japanese attack on Pearl Harbor ! Despite the fantastic
aspect of this story, the film is extremely exciting and pleasant to watch, so much that one cannot avoid
getting involved in the story every time ! The planes filmed on board the carrier Nimitz, mainly Tomcats, are fabulous. The result of this filming is even better than Top Gun which, itself is excellent !…
The dogfight between the Tomcat’s and the T-6/Zero’s - which belong to the CAF of course ! - is quite
plausible. Over all, the film, besides the fantastic story, has become a true documentary about the US
Navy. A reference !
FLIGHT COMMAND (1940) - (L’Appel des Ailes)
Directed by Frank Borzage, with a music by Franz Waxman, and with the actors : Robert Taylor, Walter Pidgeon,
Shepperd Strudwick, Ruth Hussey, Red Skelton, etc…
The story revolves around gorgeous Ruth Hussey, the wife of the Hell Cats (VF-8) commander, played by Walter Pidgeon. A young pilot (Robert Taylor) is very proud about becoming a member of this elite Unit, but his
behavior is not liked by the other pilots, especially when he closely looks after Ruth Hussey while her husband
is on a mission in Washington… It will require a brave and exceptional exploit for Taylor to be fully accepted in
the group, and for every one to get back in place. If the romance side of the story is a great part of the scenario,
it never gets in the way. The Grumman F-3F lovers will be delighted ! A dream for those who like this wonderful
airplane. Paul Mantz used no less than VF-6 18 planes for the film. The sequences aboard the carrier Enterprise
are amazing. The team shot sequences during normal operation during 6 weeks !
Dive Bomber (1941) - (Bombardiers en Piqué)
Direcetd by Michael Curtiz, music by Max Steiner, with : Eroll Flynn, Fred MacMurray, Ralph Bellamy, Alexis
Smith, Robert Armstrong, Regis Toomey, Craig Stevens, Allen Jenkins, etc…
This film was the very first one of this type to be shot in color (Technicolor), with a result that will amaze
today’s spectators. The story is about the high risk flights and their effect on the pilots’ health (Vertical
dives, black out, lack of oxygen, etc…). One can even see the very first anti G flight suit ! Despite its
nearly 70 years of age, the film keeps an authenticity which is simply amazing ! The sequences aboard the
carrier are as good as what one can see today, and some of them included literally hundreds of brightly
colored airplanes like the Stearman, Grumman F-3F, Boeing F-4B4, TBD, SB2U, etc… Amateurs of
details like uniforms and flight suits will be happy, so much that this film is a historical reference of
its own. As often, the chief pilot was Paul Mantz, and the aerial shots were filmed by Elmer Dyer and
Charles Marshall.
Little Johnny Jet (1952) - (Tel Père Tel Fils)
Animation film. One of the cutest Tex Avery based on a story by Jack Allen, with a music written by Scott
Bradley.
John, a retired B-29 has lost all hope to find a job. In these post-war years, the need is for jets, only jets.
His wife gives birth to John Junior (A jet !), which forces the father to re-enlist in the army in order to find
a way to support his family, but he is rejected : All they want is jets ! A round the world race is organized,
and the father is on the starting line. The race is almost lost for him when Little Johnny Jet comes to the
rescue, saves his father’s life, and helps him win the race. The contract that the Army offers him is for
10,000 airplanes of the same model as Little Johnny Jet ! An adorable little movie which was nominated
for an Oscar. The readers who have access to the Internet can see it at the following address :
(http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OqOT-wEUDL8).
8

The Way To THe Stars (1945) - (Le Chemin Des Étoiles)
Directed by Anthony Asquith, music by Nicholas Brodzsky, and the actors : Michael Redgrave, Douglas
Montgomery, John Mills, Rosamund John, Stanley Holloway, Renee Asherton, Basil Radford, Trevor
Howard, Felix Aylmer, Boner Colleano Jr, etc…
This film describes with a great tact the life on an RAF base, in the nearby town, and the influence the
arrival of an 8th Air Force B-17 Unit has on local life. The owner of a hotel, widow of an RAF pilot recently killed in combat, falls for a B-17 pilot who is also killed. This movie is full of poetry, and probably
the best one produced on that subject in England. The story was written by Director Anthony Asquith
and Producer Anatole de Grunwald. It leaves the actors who all seem to be at the top of their art, express
themselves fully, which results in a perfect study of characters and a faithfull description of life during
WWII.
Only Angels Have Wings (1939) - (Seuls les anges ont des ailes)
A film by Howard Hawks, a music by Dimitri Tiomkin, and the following actors : Cary Grant, Jean Arthur,
Richard Barthelmess, Rita Hayworth, Thomas Mitchell, Allyn Joslyn, Sig Ruman, Victor Killian, etc…
This wonderful movie by Howard Hawks tells the story of a group of aviators in a place named Baranca, base of
their mail transport company. A young American girl meets with them and soon realizes that the group is led by
man with strict discipline. She decides to stay on instead of leaving on the morning boat. Dramatic accidents reveal
everyone’s personality, but the leader shows some signs of weakness when his best friend is killed in an accident. The
young lady falls for him, which soon becomes reciprocal…
The artistic quality is more important than the airplanes, but the spectator doesn’t mind because the quality of
the film is exceptional. This movie is a milestone in Howard Hawks’ career. The aerial sequences are of top quality
and helped by the beautiful scenery of the surrounding mountains.
October Sky (1998) - (Ciel d’Octobre)
Directed by Joe Johnston, music by Mark Isham, and the actors : Jake Gyllenhaal, Chris Cooper, Chris
Owen, Laura Dern, etc…
This film is the story of one man’s life entirely dedicated to space, the life of a young boy who starts
like many of us did, by making black powder propelled rockets, unaware of the risks and dangers of
manipulating them. Made of pure sensitivity and poetry, it is a tribute to this engineer who, despite the
strong opposition from his father, made his dream come true and enjoyed a full career with NASA. The
story begins in Coalwood, West Virginia, in 1957. The launch of the first artificial satellite in the world,
Sputnik, triggers in this young boy’s mind, a passion for rockets. He decides to make his own, but he
didn’t take into account the strong opinion of his father that there is only one possibility in life : Working in the mine…
The Flight of the Phœnix (1965) - (Le Vol du Phœnix)
Directed by Robert Aldrich, music by Frank DeVol, and the actors : James Stewart, Hardy Kruger; Ernest Borgnine, Richard Attenborough, Peter Finch, Ian Bannen, Ronald Fraser, Christian Marquand, Dan Duryea, George
Kennedy, Gabriele Tinti, Alecx Montoya, Peter Bravos, William Aldrich, et Barrie Chase.
A C-82 Boxcar is forced to land in the desert with no possibility to take-off again. In these difficult conditions,
the occupants of the plane soon reveal their true personality, which allows the director to draw a true portrait of
everyone. Some will lose their life, and others, displaying a formidable courage and imagination, will find a means
to go back to civilization…
The film is dedicated to Paul Mantz, master of aviation movies air sequences, who lost his life as he attempted to
take-off during the filming. (Beware ! Do not get confused with the poor remake in 2005 !).
The First of the Few (1942) - (Titre Français inconnu) - (Titre Américain : Spitfire)
Based on a story by Henry C. James & Kay Strueby, directed by Leslie Howard himself, music by William Walton, and the actors : Leslie Howard, David Niven, Rosamund John, Roland Curver, Anne Firth,
David Home, etc…
The film tells the story of the designer of what is one of the most beautiful airplanes of all times : The Spitfire.
The portrait of R.J. Mitchell may not be 100% true, but it reaches a level that many films can only contemplate. The story starts with the racing planes made by Supermarine, which were competing for the Schneider
trophy. Then Mitchell started working hard to produce the best fighter available to fight during the on-coming
war. He put all his energy in this task and he succeeded perfectly. Alas, cancer got him prematurely, but
because of his achievements, he gives the picture of a genius of aviation, today and for ever. Leslie Howard
worked for the secret service and was very active during the war. He disappeared in 1943, during a mission as
he was aboard an airplane which took off from Lisbon and was shot down by german fighters.
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Tora ! Tora ! Tora ! (1970) - (Tora ! Tora ! Tora !)
Directed by Richard Fleisher, Toshio Masuda, and Kinji Fukusaku, music by Jerry Goldsmith, and the actors :
Martin Balsam, Soh Yamamura, Joseph Cotten, Jason Robards, Tatsuya Mihashi, E.G. Marshall, etc…
Who doesn’t know the story of the attack on Pearl Harbor by the Japanese fleet ?… A great movie that succeeds
in compressing to 140 minutes, months of American and Japanese history, and doesn’t leave anything out. The
film received a well-deserved Oscar for its special effects which made of this movie one of the most formidable war
movies ever produced ! Numerous T-6 and BT-13 were converted into replicas of Zero, Kate, and Val, those very
planes which, today, are the pride of the CAF. Add to that real airplanes and replicas of various other aircraft (B-17,
P-40, Kingfisher, Catalina) and a real incident that occurred when a B-17 could not get one of its wheels down,
an incident that was filmed and included in the movie, and you end up with a true master piece which makes the
recently produced “Pearl Harbor” like a flop that one needs to avoid at all costs…
United 93 (2006) - (Vol 93)
Directed by Paul Greengrass, music John Powell, and the actors : Christian Clemenson, Trish Gates, David A.
Basche, Cheyenne Jackson, Opal Alladin, Starla Benford, J.J. Johnson, Nacy McDoniel, etc…
What a sensitive subject ! The events of September 11, 2001… One could fear for the worse about movies
that, sooner or later, would try and depict these unbelievable dramas. The director chose the flight of this
Boeing 757 which, after taking off from Newark with a 30 minutes delay caused by air traffic congestion,
was supposed to crash on the Capitol in Washington… Fortunately, the director made sure to treat this
subject with the utmost care and, in so doing, avoided the giant traps that was waiting for him. As in the
real story, the movie is a chronological report which became very popular from its Premiere and received
innumerable awards. A very beautiful homage to all the victims of these multiple dramas, and a film that
everyone must see !
The Best Years of Our Lives (1946) - (Les Plus Belles Années de Notre Vie)
Directed by William Wyler, music by Hugo Friedhofer, and the actors : Myrna Loy, Fredric March, Teresa Wright,
Dana Andrews, Harold Russell, Virginia Mayo, Gladys George, etc…
The film shows the difficulties that three veterans have to re-adapt themselves to civilian life after they return wrom
WWII : An army sergeant who is rather old and likes his drink, a bombardier who, although already married realizes that
his wife had another life while he was away, and falls for the sergeant’s daughter, and a sailor who had to have his hands
amputated following the explosion of a torpedo… This film is one of the best ever produced in the whole world cinema
industry, all subjects included! It has all the ingredients to make it a poignant and exciting story that everyone must see
at least once in his or her lifetime. It was so successful that it won 7 Oscars: Best film, best actor (Fredric March), best
supporting actor (Harold Russell), best director (William Wyler), best scenario (Robert E. Sherwood), best editing, best
music. A Honorary OScar was also given to Harold Russell for the courage and the hope he gave to all his veteran comrades, which made him the only actor to receive two Oscars for the same role !
Apollo XIII (1995) - (Apollo XIII)
Directed by Ron Howard, music by James Horner, actors : Tom Hanks, Kevin Bacon, Bill Paxton, Gary Sinise, Ed
Harris, etc…
This movie is the story of flight Apollo XIII which suffered from ane explosion aboard the command module,
something that shook the entire world which was used to these lunar flights, so much that the TV channels had
stopped broadcasting the live reports from Apollo. Suddenly, there was a formidable mobilisation of all NASA
engineers who looked for the means of survival which were required to bring back the three astronauts to earth
with the success that we all know about. The dialogues between the crew and Houston have been used verbatim,
except for the famous sentence told by Jim Lowell, “Houston, we have a problem”, which, in reality, was “Houston,
we’ve had a problem”. All the sequences when the crew ae weightless were filmed aboard a “zero G” NASA plane,
and required no less than 1500 dives ! An extraordinary movie that one can watch over and over again and not get
bored. Mechanical flight at its best !
Those Magnificent Men In Their Flying Machines (1965) - (Ces Merveilleux Fous Volants Dans Leurs Drôles de Machines)
Directed by Ken Annakin, music by Ron Goodwin, actors : Jean-Pierre Cassel, Stuart Whitman, Sarah
Miles, James Fox, Alberto Sordi, Robert Morley, Gert Frobe, Terry Thomas, Irina Demick, etc…
In 1910, the owner of a british newspaper decides to organize a race between London and Paris. Ten Thousand Pounds Sterling will go to the winner ! Contestants arrive from all over the world. The competition is a
chance to test original ideas which are also often eccentric ones, resulting in numerous funny crashes. A bit
of romanticism, a pinch of naughtiness which is always punished, and lovable airplanes. Here is the recipe
for a refreshing movie which doesn’t take itself seriously, and guarantees the great success it received from its
very first day, and never stopped since. A real master piece !
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Au Grand Balcon (1949) - (American title : Au Grand Balcon or Au Grand Terrace)
Directed by Henri Decoin, scenario by Joseph Kessel, music by Joseph Kosma, and the actors : Pierre
Fresnay, George Marshal, Félix Oudart, Jeannine Crispin, Suzanne Dehelly, Germaine Michel, Abel Jacquin, André Bervil, Robert Arnoux, etc…
The boss of the Aéropostale gives a hard time to his men and dreams of extending the line to South America.
This true adventure will be punctuated by fatal accidents, good and bad surprizes, but month after month,
the mail always get there, thanks to the sacrifices of these exceptional men. They all lived in a hotel located
at the center of Toulouse, named “Au Grand Balcon”, looked after by two adorable women (In reality there
was three) who lived the men’s adventures even more intensely than they did !… Although the film says it’s
not a chronicle, it is, nevertheless, a perfect reflection of the famous Aéropostale and the men who did it,
starting with Didier Daurat played by amazingly talented actor Pierre Fresnay.
Fighter Squadron (1948) - (Les Géants du Ciel)
Directed by Raoul Walsh, music by Max Steiner, actors : Edmond O’Brien, Robert Stack, John Rodney, Tom
D’Andrea, Henry Hull, Walter Reed, James Holden, etc…
The commander of a P-47 unit adopts a very strict discipline for his men, even refusing the authorisation to
marry to one of them. The latter ignores this order and gets killed in combat. During a mission which is part
of the Normandy Landing, the commander is also killed, but the Squadron carries on and will become one
of the most efficient units in Europe. With a scenario which is supposed to be a modern “Dawn Patrol”, the
film includes top quality scenes which are taken from the excellent documentary by William Wyler, Thunderbolt”, and other real combat footage. The P-47 used in the film were borrowed from the Air National
Guard and repainted to look like the ones filmed in “Thunderbolt”. Some sequences show japanese airplanes
being strafed on the ground, and the Me109 are Mustangs, which will shock the amateurs, but a Mustang
is a Mustang…
Task Force (1949) - (Horizons en flamme)
Directed by Delmer Daves, music by Franz Waxman, actors : Gary Cooper, Jane Wyatt, Walter Brennan, Wayne
Morris, Julie London, Bruce Bennett, Stanley Ridges, etc…
Admiral Scott remembers his careers which started with a posting to the first american aircraft carrier, the Langley,
and his difficulties to convince the Navy authorities to buy better planes and as many carriers as possible. He will see
his ideas fully adopted in Okinawa where carriers proved indispensable. His aircraft carrier, the Franklin, suffered
several attacks that caused the death of more than a thousand men, but still managed to sail back to the USA under
its own power… A very pleasant and exciting aviation movie that became a classic as soon as it came out, thanks
to its good actors, some neat humor, and extraordinary sequences filmed aboard the aircraft carrier. The film starts
in black and white but turns to color, which allowed the producers to use fabulous color footage brought back by
the war correspondants.
Top Gun (1986) - (Top Gun)
Directed by Tony Scott, music by Harold Faltermeyer, actors : Tom Cruise, Kelly McGillis, Meg Ryan, Van
Kilmer, Anthony Edwards, Tom Skerritt, Michael Ironside, John Stockwell, Barry Tubb, etc…
The hero (Tom Cruise) is flying a patrol of two planes. They meet two Migs which escape but the pilot of the
second Tomcat has a nervous breakdown and gives his wings back once they return to the carrier. As a consequence, Cruise finds himself nominated for the Navy fighter school Top Gun. There he measures himself with
his instructors and other pilots. A fierce competition starts but all will end well… An exciting film with an
amazing photography. The in-flight sequences have been filmed from a modified Learjet, and the sequences on
the aircraft carrier were filmed aboard USS Enterprise. During the filming of a back-lit scenes, the ship commander changed the heading as the filming was not over. Scott asked for the ship to return to the previous
heading, which was refused since such a change would cost $ 25.000,00… Scott sent one of his assistants to
give the captain a check for that amount so that the filming could be finished, and it was !…
The Spirit of Saint Lewis (1957) - (L’Odyssée de Charles Lindbergh)
Directed by Billy Wilder, music by Franz Waxman, actors : James Stewart, Murray Hamilton, Patricia Smith,
Bartlett Robinson, etc…
This film is an excellent portrait of Charles Lindbergh during the period when he had decided to have a go at
crossing the Atlantic. He put all his energy to get what he wanted and he did so flying a small single engine
airplane made by Ryan… Everyone knows perfectly the story of this historical solo raid, a story which is romanced just a little bit. The facts that have been omitted, forgotten, or mistaken are very minor ones and quite
forgivable. James Stewart is, as usual, as good as ever, that is to say excellent ! One must say that he knew what
he was talking about since his military career during WWII was as admirable as his career as an actor, which
means a great lot !…
to be continued…
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FRENCH WING P.X.
The following articles are available with a payment
by cheque to the CAF French Wing. (+ P & P).
• Wing patch: € 9,00.
• Norvigie patch: € 6,00.
• French Wing pin: € 10,00.
• Various pins “cloisonné”: € 5.00.
• 100 A4 sheets with the Wing logo and your
personal address: € 10,00.
• Warbirds photographs 30x45cm: € 10,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grammes, Hanes, L or
XL : € 15,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grammes, Hanes, L or
XL: € 15,00.
• T shirts other sizes on order.
• T shirt illustrated with the picture of your choice
(Maximum size A5 - Warning ! Only send pictures
that are free from any copyrights !) : € 15,00.
• Aircraft profiles 15 cm x 20 cm ready for framing:
Various types: € 4,00 each.
• Vidéo filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS PAL: €
16,00 ©.
• Eric Besançon large size paintings: F4U Corsair
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter: € 30,00 P &
P included ©.
• Poster N°1 Avions de la seconde guerre mondiale peint by Jean Bellis, 61x81cm: € 9,00 (FW
Members), € 10,00 (Non Members) © + P & P.
• Greeting cards with Jean Bellis’ profiles: € 4,00
each (P & P according to quantity) ©.
• Roy Grinnell prints - Normandie Niemen, F4U7,
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned : € 30,00 + P & P
€ 10,00. Signed by veterans : € 50,00 + P & P €
10,00 ©.
• Roy Grinnell print of the Piper Cub: € 10 + P & P
(FW Members), € 15 + P & P (Non members).
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26
Marauder and Neuneu) : € 0,50 each (P & P
according to quantity) ©.
• CD Rom of all FW Newsletters since January
2000, French and English, and 200 photos of
warbirds taken during Airsho in Midland, by B.
Delfino : € 10,00 P & P included ©.

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by
the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0680361717
email : bdelfino26@free.fr
Executive Officer : Col. Roger GOUZON
Tél : 01 48 61 40 90 - Mobile : 0682904071
email : en attente
Finance Officer : Col. Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 0675742596
email : gascon.claude@neuf.fr
Adjutant : Col. Fumiko DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0670362245
email : bdelfino26@free.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete reproduction of the articles and the illustrations published in this
monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the
FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 19
rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

WING PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
SKY RUNNER - TOPGUNART.COM - EPSON
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE - DIFFUSION SERVICE
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - UNIVERS PUB - SWISS INTERNATIONAL

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2009

FLYING SPONSORS
Gilles Avenel
Jean-Yves Cercy
George Chandler
Gaël Darquet
Marcel Francisci
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Georges Marcelin
Patrick Pierre-Pierre
Sandy Sansing
SKY RUNNER
RESTORATION SPONSORS
Bunty Bateman
Didier Cardinal
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
John Roeder
SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Lilian Ayars
Henri Bourrassier
Fumiko Delfino
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Claude De Marco
Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler
PRINCIPE DU SPONSORING
Flying Sponsor
250€ annuels + 25€/Heure de vol
Restoration Sponsor
125€ annuels + 40€/Heure de vol
Supporting Sponsor
50€ annuels + 55€/Heure de vol
Non Sponsor
0€ annuel + 80€/Heure de vol

DONATEURS
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
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