D

espite a moody weather on saturday,
and even a few drops of rain on
sunday afternoon, the annual air show of
La Ferté-Alais fulfilled all its promises for
the greatest pleasure of aviation lovers and
the general public at large. The number
and the quality of the airplanes presented
either statically or during the air display,
were simply extraordinary, and one would
really have to look for reasons to complain,
except, may be, the brevity of this air
show.

I

want to thank all our members who,
one way or another, helped to ensure
the presence of the French Wing with its
booth and its Piper Cub “Spirit of Lewis”
ideally positioned together and next to the
American Army camp.

T

he gloomy weather and the current
economy crisis combined to reduce
the number of spectators as compared
with last year, which had an effect on our
sales which were still honest, and will be
compensated by the air show in Pontoise
on September 4 where our Association
will be present with its booth and its Piper
Cub. In the mean time, our members will
surely enjoy these summer holidays, and
will “recharge their batteries” because fall
will be interesting and will call for a good
participation of everyone.

S

o that we can prepare our General
Assembly on October 29, we need
to know, as early as possible, the exact
number of participants, and their specific
needs (Hotel rooms, transportation, food).
To that effect, you will soon receive a form
which you will need to fill in carefully and
return it promptly, together with a cheque
of 15 € per guest to the dinner. Thanks in
advance and I wish you all some very good
summer holidays !
Bernard

Photo : B. Delfino
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LA FERTÉ-ALAIS PICTORIAL REPORT
TWO NEW MEMBERS FOR THE
FRENCH
WING :
MARC MIGLIOR &
RENAUD CALMELS

Happy Summer Holidays !
THE FRENCH WING GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL TAKE PLACE ON

OCTOBER 29, 2011, IN ERMENONVILLE
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NEWS
TWO NEW MEMBERS FOR
THE FRENCH WING
Éric Bellebon is the “godfather” those
two new recruits whose CV’s are very
impressive to say the least !
MARC MIGLIOR

Marc’s military career runs from 1995
to 2011. He has been a RAF Squadron
flight programmer, Commander
of the center of detection and air
control in the Nice Mont Agel center,
Director of experiments and second in
command of the Armée de l’Air center
of air experiments, and a headquarters
Officer (in charge of the Armée de
l’Air NATO project). Captain of
military aircraft like the Falcon 20,
Nord 262, MS 760, and TBM 700,
Marc flew more than 40 different
types of airplanes : Mirage 2000,
Tornado, Rafale, Alphajet, Hawk,
A320, A340, CASA, BAC 111, and
his aeroclub activities include planes
like the DR400, C172, PA19, etc…
Today, Marc is a Consultant,
professional pilot, and test pilot,
working for Migaéroservices, and
his favorite aircraft is the Bücker
Jungmann.

Marc was born on November 20,
1965. He’s not only a pilot with nearly
3200 hours of flight, but he’s also a
fighter pilot and a test pilot !
Listing all his diplomas in here would
be tiresome, but we have to mention
his certificate of civilian engineer
he got from the national school
of aeronautical constructions, his
qualification as a squadron leader on
Mirage 2000 RDI, the same one for
the Tornado F3 (Royal Air Force), his
certificate as a test pilot he got from
the test pilot school in Istres, and his
licence as a major military training
officer.

Renaud was born on July 17,1979
(Ed : Happy birthday Renaud !). He
studies in the management and
accounts branch (BAC STT, superior
training in the École de Commerce et
d’Industrie de Paris, and also got his
BAC in Business Administration in
Québec), then he got another diploma
from the Paris Commerce and Indutry
school, before he followed a formation
as a technician in Flight Operation in
the Superior school of aeronautical
professions.
Parallel to his present occupation as a Control
Room Specialist for FEDEX in Roissy CDG
airport, Renaud studied on his own with
the help of the Mermoz Institute and got
his licence as an airline pilot and got his
QT320 qualification at the Air France
Flight Training Center in Orly.

Welcome to the French Wing Marc !
Marc Miglior
5 Rue Sergent Joe Pino
02600 Villers-Cotterets
Mobile : 06 03 60 62 09
email : marc.miglior@sfr.fr
✪✪✪✪✪
RENAUD CALMELS

Renaud has also a glider pilot
certificate with 500 hours of flight,
and he has his PPL. He is active with
the aero-clubs in Toussus le Noble and
Le Plessis-Belleville with 400 hours
(Among which 240 are as PIC), and
he flew the famous Toulouse - Saint
Louis rais in 2008.
Finally, his favorite airplane is the
Boeing Stearman PT-17.
Welcome to the French Wing Renaud !
Renaud Calmels
12 Rue de la Croix Blanche
60440 Bregy
Mobile : 06 84 18 80 88
email : rcalmels@hotmail.com
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NEWS
FRENCH WING 2011 / 2012
ANNUAL DUES
Your French Wing annual dues
(50€) should be paid by March 31
each year.
Members who are up to date with
their annual dues :
Jim Adams, Hugh Alexander III,
Gilles Avenel, Noël Barange, Michel
Baloche, Eva Bancel, Christophe
Bastide, Jean Barbaud, Bunty Bateman, Eric Bellebon, Rémi Bellet,
François Bergeon, Didier Blouzard,
Guy Bortolus, Didier Bourrassier,
Henri Bourrassier, Bertrand Brown,
Merril Butikofer, Renaud Calmels,
Claude Cardinal, Didier Cardinal,
Cédric Chanu, Jean-Yves Cercy,
Arnaud Chatton, Jacqueline Clerc,
Daniel Costelle, Gaël Darquet, JeanChristophe Debuisson, Bernard
Delfino, Fumiko Delfino, Claude
De Marco, Stéphane Duchemin,
Danielle Duflot, Ken Fields, Michel
Fleury, Guy Fourdrain, Claude
Gascon, Louis-Jean Gioux, Maurice
Girard, Roger Gouzon, Irene Grinnell, Roy Grinnell, Catherine Gritte,
Philippe Gritte, Barbara Hair,
Aubrey Hair, Joël Hardy, Louise
Hudlow, Rick Hudlow, Éric Janssonne, Jean-Luc Jentel, Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, Marcel Ledoux,
Kevin Leonard-Keller, Julien Lepelletier, Jacques Leroux, Isabelle
Lesser, Jim Lux, Cédric Malhaire,
Georges Marcelin, Olivier Marque,
Christine Melkonian, Sebastien
Michel, Marc Miglior, Jean-Claude
Miniggio, Camille Montaigu, Tadao
Nomura, Philippe Nonat, Benoît
Paquet, Michel Perrin, Guy Perrin,
Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Hervé Quefféléant, Claude Requi, John Rœder,
Antoine Roels, Marcel Ruppert,
Sandy Sansing, Harlan Short, Matt
Simeck, Haruo Tanaka, Stéphane
Tanguy, Leon Z. Thomas, Chris-

tian Tournemine, Regis Urschler,
Jean-Pierre Vésine, Christian Violet,
Nicole Violet, William Voltz, Orlan
Wichman, Ron Wright.
Today, only 2 members haven’t paid
their dues. They have been taken off
the list and will stay that way until
they pay their dues. They have been
advised personally and we hope they
will soon return to normal.
2011 FRENCH WING
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The French Wing general assembly will take place o, October 29,
2011 at Roger Gouzon’s house in
Ermenonville, from 2 P.M. till 6
P.M.
This meeting will be followed by a
drink, and then by a dinner which we
organize ourselves like we do
every year. Should you wish to
volunteer for the organization
of this event, please advise our
Leader as soon as possible.

FRENCH WING
EVENTS 2011
• Pontoise air show on September
4th.
• Aéropuces du Musée de l’Air in
Le Bourget on October 22 and
23, 2011.
• French Wing General Assembly on
October 29, 2011. It will take place
in Roger Gouzon’s house as usual,
that is to say in Ermenonville.
PIPER CLUB FRANCE
EVENTS 2011
• Escapade in Nuits Saint Georges
on September 24 & 25.
Note : The Annual Gathering in 2012 will
take place in Chambéry on June 15, 16, &
17.

Like he does every year,
Roger graciously makes
available several bed rooms
for those traveling over long
distances. Please do contact
him if you are concerned
(03 44 60 11 47).
In case there are more requests
than rooms available, and if
no other arrangement can be
made, participants will need
to use hotel rooms which are
available for a reasonable price
in the area.
Here is Roger’s full address to get to the French Wing general assembly :

Roger Gouzon - 2 La Prairie Souville - 60950 - Ermenonville
Coming from Le Plessis-Belleville and/or the N2, follow the yellow path. The red
square represents Roger’s house.
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LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2011
Article : B. Delfino

The La Ferté-Alais air show was a
perfect conclusion to a long series
of Spring events.

The French Wing was there with
its booth and its Piper Cub, next
to the AJBS C-47 (Note that this
plane whose engines have been run
not long ago, has good chances
of taking back to the air in a near
future, after a thorough restoration
though).
The Piper Cub was flown in on
the thursday before the air show
by Jean-Yves and Bernard who had
plenty of time to watch the scenery
because of some strong head wind.
Jacqueline and Roger welcomed
them, and the latter acted as a taxi
driver to take them back to Le
Plessis-Belleville. If it “only” took
1h15 to fly from Le Plessis to La
Ferté, it took them 2h30 to return
by road, due to enormous traffic
jams !

Photo : B. Brown

The weather was not ideal, but we
had a lot worse in the past. The
quality and the number of planes
which took part in this event largely
compensated this inconvenience.

The P-40B that only the campers had the privilege to see late in the afternoon on friday (Thanks Bertrand !)

Good surprise : The number of gift
shops on the airfield was greater than
last year, and the static display of
airplanes was better organized too.
The big stars of this 2011 version of
this air show were a huge number
of planes produced by MoraneSaulnier which is 100 years old,
but especially the superb P-40B
that came from Duxford. This rare

bird was probably photographed
a million times during the weekend by amateurs who had never
seen one except in books or in
documentaries.
Let us thank Stephen Gray (Below)
and his team for the outstanding
restoration work they accomplish
year after year for our greatest
pleasure.

The following day, Bertrand drove
the Ford Transit to La Ferté,
where he met Bernard, Christian
Tournemine, Noël Barange, Gaël
Darquet, and Joël Hardy. Bertrand,
Noël, Gaël, and Joël, camped on the
field throughout the week-end. The
seniors preferred to go back home,
even if it was only for a short night
since they had to return to La Ferté
early the following morning.

Photo : B. Delfino

We were all there early enough on
this saturday morning to meet the
public mainly made of aviation
lovers, and to meet our numerous
members.
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Other than the 100th anniversary of
Morane-Saulnier, another anniversary
had a great importance for Christian
Tournemine who was celebrating his
50th La Ferté-Alais air show since
1961 ! A beautiful example of fidelity
that very few people can be proud
of !
Photo C. Tournemine

The black and white photo on the
right shows Christian and Maryse,
his wife, in 1961, when some Spitfires
came from Blegium to La Ferté to
take part in the filming of the movie
“The Longest Day”. The other picture
shows Christian 50 years later, more
in love with aviation than ever !
Unfortunately, there was no Spitfire
this year, a huge absence which,
however, was largely compensated by
the presence of one of the only two
P-40B which are airworthy in the
whole world.

Photo : B. Delfino

Happy anniversary Christian ! And
see you in 2021 for the sixtieth !
✪✪✪✪✪
The only problem with this event
is its shortness. Two days are not
enough to fully appreciate the

fabulous work accomplished and
the unbelievable sacrifices made by

those who restore these venerable
machines, authentic aeronautical
treasures which only exist in small
numbers, when it’s not a unique
one.

Photo : B. Delfino

An event that would last a whole
week could be the secret for
association Amicale Jean-Baptiste
Salis to solve its current problems
(Ed : Which association doesn’t have
any problem ?) and to find a way to
perpetuate the spirit of this event
for many years to come…

A small part of our members, with, from left to right : Bertrand Brown, Roger Gouzon, Gaël Darquet, Noêl
Baranage, Jacqueline Clerc, Christian Tournemine, and Fumiko Delfino.

Let us continue this report with a
few photographs which will give
those who couldn’t be there, a
good idea of the variety and the
richness of this air show. Those
who were there will, undoubtedly,
find in them some very nice
memories.
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Photo C. Tournemine

Top to bottom and left to right :
We had not finished to install the PX that, already, amateurs
came to see what we had for sale !…
Bertrand, Noël, and Joël installed the PX soon after they woke up.
Gaêl and William watched the air display with great interest.

Bertrand and Michel (Who flew the Cub back to Le Plessis).
Fumiko at work !

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo C. Tournemine

Jean-Yves who flew the Piper Cub in on thursday.
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Photo : B. Delfino

Above, the Blériot XI of AJBS. Despite
the wind, the plane took off for our
pleasure. One could easily see the torsion
of the wings which was common before
the adoption of ailerons.
Left, pursuit of a Fokker DR1 by a
Nieuport 17. An exciting display which
is a specialty of AJBS !

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Bottom left, the Catalina during a
“patrol”. Despite its big size, it had
no problem taking off from the grass
runway.

CD ROM OF PHOTOS
LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2011
You can find these pictures
and many others on the
CD Rom which is sold for
10 € (P & P inclusive) to
the public, or for 8 € to
our members. With a basis
size of 1600 pixels, these
photos will be an excellent
screen saver for your
computer, and you will
also be able to print them
(Strictly for personal use
though).
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Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

The greatest star of this week-end : The P-40B from Duxford

Ooops ! by two Alphajet of the Patrouille de France

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Morane-Saulnier 315

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Fokker DR1

Photo : B. Delfino

A very nice Zero replica based on a T-6 structure

Photo : B. Delfino

C-47 Skytrain

Grumann Avenger in French Flotille 4F colors, from Switzerland

Waco
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Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Morane-Saulnier 138

Dassault Rafale

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Fokker D VII

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Morane-Saulnier 406 from Switzerland

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : B. Delfino

Morane-Saulnier 502 Criquet

The P-40B seen from another angle

The Big Frog which will soon take part in the Reno races

OV-10A Bronco
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100 YEARS OF AVIATION IN COMPIÈGNE
Article et photos : B. Brown

To celebrate this centenary, two
monuments were inaugurated by
the mayor of Compiègne, Philippe
Marini, and the mayors of the other
towns of the ARC.
The first one at the farm of
Corbeaulieu, where the original
airfield was, and the second one
before the control tower of today’s
airfield. A display about the rich
history of the Margny-Compiègne
airfield had been prepared in the
aeroclub building, and drinks were
served.
Sunday, June 19, the 100th
anniversary of the airfield of
Compiègne was celebrated. It
was on the airfield of
Corbeaulieu that took
place the first flights. In
1912, a young citizen
of Compiègne did
his first flight : It was
Georges
Guynemer
who became, a few
years later, the most
famous French Ace in
WWI with 53 victories.
After the war, the field returned
to the cultivators until popular
aviation was developed so much in
the thirties.

were not adapted to the new helicopter
“Tigre” about to enter into service. The
group of towns in the Compiègne area

(ARC) got back the airfield which is
now used by the Compiègne aeroclub
and Association Cercle des Machines
Volantes (CMV).

For this event, the CMV and the
aeroclub organized some formation
flights, as well as a Flyin. After the official
ceremonies, the planes
of the CMV were
presented to the guests,
as well as the French
Wing Piper Cub which
had been brought by
Michel Baloche. Then
everyone enjoyed a
meal prepared by CMV.
The members of the French Wing
who had been invited sincerely
thank the CMV members for their
warm welcome.

During WWII, the airfield was not
used that much, for the Germans
preferred other airfields of the
area. The arrival of the Americans
changed things : A long runway
was built, which allowed its use by
about all aircraft in service in the
US Army Air Force.
After the war, the airfield returned to
the civilians, and gliders appeared in
the sky above Compiègne. In 1962,
the Aviation Légère de l’Armée de
Terre (ALAT) arrived and the site grew
considerably. In 2007, the ALAT closed
down this base because the buildings
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A NEW BOOK FOR YOUR LIBRARY
“PASSION PILOTE DE CHASSE”
Written by our member Claude Requi, this well illustrated book is a collection of memories and anecdotes that Claude gathered during his career as a
fighter pilot. With a clear and simple style, it will please all aviation lovers.
Here’s what Robert Fargier says about it in a recent Press article :
“…Young Claude Requi was part of the generation of skilled and courageous
pilots who had two passions : To fly and to serve their country. This is how, after a
short training, he flew his first combat missions during the war in Algeria, which
will leave with some painful memories. Then came the sixties, and a faultless
career in the Armée de l’Air when he flew the most modern planes of this era.
Claude lets us share this life as an aviator, in a book “Passion Fighter Pilot”
which he finished
recently : He tells us
about his dreams
as a kid, his determination, his difficulties, his wars,
his travels, in a few
words, his life as a
fighter pilot. Once
you start reading it,
you can’t stop. It’s
a novel about his
passion. As you read
it, you will discover
how, thanks to his
willpower, a young
and gifted Avignonborn young man got
a commission in the
Armée de l’Air and
enjoyed an exemplary career, how he
near-missed death
several times and got out safe with luck, how he behaved in an environment when
pin-point raids were not yet the rule, the machines which were a lot less reliable
than they are today, the severe losses, and how he managed the military constraints
and his passion for flying…
Apfter his military career, Claude carried on as a civilian airline pilot. But, today,
he still keeps in mind his life as a fighter pilot, his passion, and his best memories.
With more than 22.000 hours, he acts as a (discrete) instructor for our aeroclub,
but he also continues to fly and train on classic airplanes…”
To order this book, you can contact Claude directly. He will give you all the necessary instructions :
Claude Requi : 5 Lot Petit Rigouès - 13122 - Ventabren - France -- email : clauderequi@free.fr -- téléphone : 04 42 28 77 55
Note : This book is only available in French for the time being.
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WING PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
DASSAULT FALCON SERVICE - TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2011

FLYING SPONSORS

NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2011

Gilles Avenel
Hugh Alexander III
Michel Baloche
François Bergeon
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Marie-Françoise Le Cornec
Georges Marcelin
Patrick Pierre-Pierre
John Roeder
Sandy Sansing
RESTORATION SPONSORS

CD Rom of numerous photos taken during the 2011 La Ferté-Alais air show.
1600 pixels jpeg images that make a nice screen
saver/wall paer, or which can be printed for personal
use only (10 € P&P incl, or 8 € for our members)
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the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.
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Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
Regis Urschler
SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Nöel Barange
Didier Bourrassier
Henri Bourrassier
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Claude De Marco
Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Cécile Malherbe
Georges Marcelin
Colette McAlester
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright
Anonyme

DONATEURS
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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