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EDITORIAL
Year 2004 starts better than year
2003 ended. One may say that it
was easy since, over a few weeks,
we collected various and very serious problems. We could not have
done anything to prevent such a situation which was due to a lack of luck,
totally outside our control. Therefore,
let us say good bye to year 2003,
and welcome to 2004 which carries
all our hopes.

THREE NEW MEMBERS FOR
THE CAF FRENCH WING
A VERY GOOD START OF THE YEAR FOR OUR UNIT
WHICH HAS JUST WELCOMED THREE NEW MEMBERS
INCLUDING TWO NEW CAF COLONELS.

The change of our Unit's name deserves a new page layout of our
Newsletter. I hope you will like it…
I'm open to all criticisms or constructive suggestions from our readers.
Please do tell me about your ideas
which could further help me improve
this presentation.
Two very good news are included in
this issue to help us celebrate this
new year 2004 : First, the re-election
of our Adjutant, colonel Eric Ducreau,
a faithful companion without whom
our Unit would not have the same
face. Second, the arrival of 2 new
colonels, the last ones to get a commission thanks to the Code Name
Bravo campaign. That makes a total
of 15 new colonels in 2003 : A score
that puts us at the top of all CAF foreign Units, at least as far as recruitment is concerned.
Finally, two excellent articles are part
of this first issue of the year : One
from col. Michel Cahiez who brings
up the sad end of composer Glenn
Miller, and the other one from col.
Christian Tournemine who, during
several weeks, actively participated
in a commemoration in his area, which
concerned the accident of a B-17 in
August 1944, a very similar event to
Mission 441, but, unfortunately, with
a much more dramatic epilogue.
A very good and happy new year to
all of you !
Bernard

COLONEL ERIC DUCREAU IS REELECTED AT THE POSITION OF ADJUTANT
NEARLY 65 % PARTICIPATION, AND 100 % OF THE
EXPRESSED VOTES IN FAVOR OF COLONEL ERIC
DUCREAU ELECTION !

RECRUITING OPERATION CODE
NAME BRAVO IS EXTENDED TILL
JULY 17, 2004 !
THE FRENCH WING NEEDS

A SAFETY OFFICER
(PLEASE SEE THE SPIRIT OF LEWIS PAGE)

NEWS
2003 ELECTIONS

WELCOME COLONEL HARUO TANAKA

Col. Eric DUCREAU is elected Adjutant
Officer of the French Wing for 3 years.
Eligible :
Voting :
For :
Against :

85
55 (64,71%)
55 (100%)
00 (0%)

Our congratulations to colonel Éric
Ducreau who is one of the most active
and dedicated members of our Unit,
which goes back well before the creation of the latter.

Colonel Haruo Tanaka
has been a CAF member since 1993 (CAF #
19433), as well as the
High Sky Wing based in
Midland.
The photo below shows
him shaking hands with
CAF Executive Director,
mister Bob Rice (On this picture he is
shown with colonel Ryu Hatano who wears
a black CAF jacket, and an interpreter).

OUR FRIEND JACQUES
PÉRAGALLO HAS GONE WEST
Jacques Péragallo became a Colonel in
December 1998. Born in 1928, he got
a commission in the armed forces and
specialized in telecommunications. He
stayed in the USA to study the F-84
Thunderjet aiming device whose efficiency was revealed during the Korean
war. He left the army in 1952, worked
for a pipe-line company (OTP), and retired in 1980.
As a lover of the B-17 Flying Fortress,
he did some research on this aircraft,
namely on one of these airplanes
which belly-landed near his home
town. His biggest pleasure was to be
able to participate to Mission 441 as
a crew member of the B-17 Pink Lady.
He had resigned from the CAF about a
year ago, but remained a Friend of the
FSS in order to receive our Newsletter
which he liked very much. Au revoir
Jacques, we will miss you a lot.

A long time friend of cols. Bernard and
Fumiko Delfino, colonel Tanaka decided
to join our Unit during last November. He
even took the opportunity of paying his
annual dues to make a donation to our
L Bird project. A big thank you for this
generosity !
Colonel Tanaka was born on February 14,
1931 in Kure (District of Hiroshima). He
was a student in the civil aviation school,
then military school, located in Fukuoka
(Island of Kyusyu), from 1944 to 1945.
Specialized in Radio-Navigation, he had
a career in the naval self-defence forces,

and retired in 1983 with
the grade of
Lieutenant Colonel. Then, from
1983, and until 1998, he
was a finance adviser for
the Mitsubishi Bank in
Hiroshima.
Of his early memories, he
particularly remembers
the launch, in 1941, of
the spectacular Yamato
battle-ship which was
built in Kure. Haruo watched this launch
from his home, and one can guess how
emotional this ceremony must have been.
This ship, the biggest warship ever built,
became the combined Japanese fleets
Admiral Ship, commanded by famous
Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto.
Colonel Tanaka's favourite warbird is the
Grumman Hellcat, a preference linked
to a very strong emotion as a teenager
when, towards the end of the war, he
watched, together with a few friends, an
aircraft of this type fly-by. The pilot, who
could have easily opened fire on them,
simply flew along. For Haruo, this was
the start of a particular and solid affection for this formidable fighter.
We are honored by the arrival of colonel
Tanaka as a member of the French Wing.
Welcome colonel Tanaka !
Col. Haruo TANAKA
3-19-7 Nishi-Chuô
KURE HIROSHIMA
T 737 - 0811
JAPAN
Tel. & Fax: 81 (0) 823 22 1138

The Yamato, 65000 tons ! Launched in 1941, it was sanked in 1945 during an attack near Okinawa.

COLONEL CLAUDE DE MARCO IS RECONNECTED
Colonel Claude De Marco got his long-time sick computer back and re-connected
it to the Internet. You can send him emails again at the following usual address :

< flyingace@wanadoo.fr >

NEWS
TWO NEW MEMBERS FOR THE CAF AND THE FRENCH WING
Colonel Bernard Delfino is the "Godfather" of these two new members. We welcome
them in the CAF and the French Wing !

On the left, colonel
Gilles Troussard, and
on the right, colonel
Philippe Duflot, two
inseparable friends that
we are happy and proud
to welcome in the CAF
and the French Wing.
Gilles is the happy
husband of Véronique,
a good friend of our
Unit Leader, in British
Airways (It's really thanks to Véronique that our Unit is welcoming these two sympathetic "crazy lovers" of aviation and warbirds). Gilles was born on April 19, 1953, He
is the son of a military Navigator who used to fly JU-52 and C-47. His parents took
him around on many airfields in the former French colonies, especially in Madagascar
(Tananarive) where he was fortunate to fly on board the MD-312 and the Dakota. He
had plenty of time to watch the Skyraiders which were stationed there for the defence
of the Republic of Madagascar. Back to France, Gilles got his Private Pilot Licence and
gliders licence. He then worked for Swissair where he was an aircraft dispatcher, then
in charge of the freight. He soon came back to the airport of Paris CDG where he is
now an aircraft dispatcher for the Swissport company which took over the activity left
vacant by Swissair.
Philippe has been just as crazy about aviation since his early days. He was born on
January 27, 1956. He was living in Petit Clamart, not far from the runways of Villacoublay, and close to Chalet Meudon where were stowed all the planes that are
now displayed in the air museum in Le Bourget. He used to spend his Thursday afternoons, visiting on of his friends' grand-father who used to be a wood-worker and
restored these old machines. Secretly, he used to let him sit in the Spad, Point interrogation, and many other airplanes.... Together, Gilles and Philippe went to watch
various airshows, and they hope to go to Duxford in 2004. Philippe worked for Swissair for 25 years, 7 in the finance department, and 18 as a freight supervisor at CDG.
Today, he works for Swiss International Airline where he is commercially responsible
for the freight. Full of willpower, Philippe and Gilles got together, in 1997, to create an
accompanied travellers company, Sky Runner, an activity which is mainly dealing with
airline travel, and which is expanding fast. Congratulations to both of them.
A visit to Airsho 2003 had a positive effect on their decision to become CAF and
French Wing members. Gilles' favorite warbird is the F4U Corsair, and Philippe has
a pronounced preference for the Mustang P-51 and the Spitfire. They are both full of
willingness and are ready to help our Unit and the CAF as much as they can. Thank
you Gilles and Philippe, and welcome aboard !

Colonel Gilles TROUSSARD

Colonel Philippe DUFLOT

7 Chemin de Cybèle

8 rue Fernand Segouin

77410 GRESSY

95400 ARNOUVILLE

FRANCE

FRANCE

Tél : 01 60 27 09 21

Tél : 01 34 07 86 34

Fax : 01 60 26 82 12

Fax : 01 34 07 85 98

Email : skyrunner.troussard@wanadoo.fr

Email : skyrunner@wanadoo.fr

CAF AIRSHO 2004
The dates of the FinaCAF Airsho 2004
have
been
published : This great
event
will
take
place on October
02 and 03, 2004.
The CAF General
Assembly will
therefore take
place on Friday
October 1st in the
afternoon.
Thanks for making
a note of these dates and for letting us
know if you intend to be present in Midland for this annual event.

LIST OF THE 2003 FRENCH
WING RECRUITMENT
The complete list of the 2003 recruiters
and new colonels is as follows :
Bernard Delfino µµµµµ
Dominique Baudrillart
Jean-Pierre Vésine
William A. Davies
Gilles Troussard
Philippe Duflot
Claude De Marco µµµµ
Bertrand Boussert
Léon Collin
Jean-Claude Gavroy Cyr
Damien Bourgaux
Didier Cardinal µµ
Frédéric Pollicella
Claude Cardinal
Claude Requi µµ
Vincent Charrier
Hervé Cherry
Frédéric Baudin µ
Frédéric Marty
Eric Ducreau µ
Roger Gouzon
A big Bravo to them all for this excellent performance which was made possible by Colonel Barbara Hair. Without
her efforts and her efficiency, we could
have never reached such a result. Merci
Barbara !
We must continue on the same path
during year 2004. We thank you all in
advance !

NEWS
PLEBISCITE FOR COLONEL DANIEL COSTELLE'S
MOVIE : “THE WINGS OF HEROES”
The reactions to colonel Daniel Costelle's
movie, whether they came from members
of the CAF French Wing or from people
who belong to the "general public”, were
many and unanimous in praising the
aesthetic and historic qualities of this
master piece.
The coloration of the sequences related
to the pioneers was highly appreciated
since it was made with tact and respect.
The comments and the sound-track were
found perfect (Although some regretted
col. Costelle's famous voice). Finally,
the documents, for the great majority
of them never seen before, were found
extraordinary and of great quality.

Summarizing 100 years in 90 minutes,
while getting out of the usual stereotypes,
was a difficulty that was perfectly mastered, and resulted in a movie which is
full of sensitivity that many appreciated,
so much that they will purchase the DVD
or the VHS version to enjoy a much better
quality than the one given by television. It
will be commercialized on January 7th.
After the praise received from many
satisfied spectators, we can only thank
colonel Costelle who even managed to
mention the Commemorative Air Force
in his movie, a tribute to our organization
which, itself, is part of the great History
of Aviation.

DID YOU RECEIVE YOUR
"COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE"
NAME TAG ?
Our senior members know all about it :
When the CAF decided to change its
name, every member was supposed to
receive a new name tag at the time of his
or her annual dues payment. A few anomalies got in, and some of our members
did not receive it.
If this the case, we ask you to make yourself known as soon as possible so that
we can tell the membership department
in Midland.
In order to simplify this request, a list of
all these members will be made and sent
to the CAF as soon as it's ready.

ACCESS TO THE MEMBERS'
ONLY WEB SITE
THE CAF GENERAL STAFF HAS DECIDED TO EXTEND
OPERATION CODE NAME BRAVO FOR MORE THAN 6 MONTHS
The members of the CAF General Staff
have taken a decision that we approve
100% : To extend Code Name Bravo until July 17, 2004, date of the Summer
Advisory Board.
This $ 100.00 rebate represents an important help to the recruitment of new
colonels. If these recruitment bring in
less money during the first year of these
memberships, this system is, in a long
term, the only solution to help our Organization live through the current world
crisis and to ensure its future.
The operating costs are very important,
the cost of fuel is going up, and financial
helps are difficult to find.
France and the USA are identical, and
our members' generosity and dedication
have enabled the CAF to go through similarly difficult crisis in the past years, and
come out relatively unaffected.
One says that Faith can move mountains,
and this proverb is perfectly adapted
to the Commemorative Air Force whose
members have managed, since 1957, to
progressively develop our organization

and increase its fleet, while enhancing
the AAHM museum's collections.
Our Unit is happy to help the CAF as
much as it can, using its modest means,
every time it is possible.
We must continue to act on the same
path, and, today, the CAF General Staff
is giving us an unexpected occasion to
materialize this wish.
As everyone knows, 15 new colonels were
welcomed in the CAF and the French
Unit during 2003.
We can do a lot better than this, and
Code Name Bravo is giving everyone of
us a chance to recruit people who have
for main objective to honor those who
gave their life for our Freedom, and love
aviation.
Like the CAF and its airplanes residing
in the USA, the best tool that we have,
today, is our Piper Cub. It has become
a true ambassador of our goals, and, for
this, it needs your support in the shape
of your choice : Financial help, time, energy, and recruitment.

The members' only Web Site includes a
host of interesting and useful information.
Its access only requires an address, your
CAF ID number, and your name.
To access this site, connect yourself
to the Internet and type the following
address :
< http://www.gohstsquadron.org >
Click on the "Log Me In" button, a new
window will appear. Click again on "Log
Me In". A window will then ask you for
your name and your password. In the
"name" field, type your CAF ID number,
and in the "password" field, type your
second name in lower case letters.
If the access is granted, click on one of
the subjects listed in the left hand column.
You will be able, before all, to access the
CAF newsletters "Contrails" and download them in the PDF format, identical to
the one used for our Newsletter.
The other accessible subjects are,
amongst others, the members' gift shop,
the CAF rules, aircraft parts exchange,
etc…
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have
difficulties to follow this procedure, and
don't forget to visit the CAF public Web
Site at :
<http://www.commemorativeairforce.org>

Those too little known airplanes…

NOORDUYN C-64 NORSEMAN
An article by col. Michel Cahiez

The first Noorduyn Norseman flew in
Canada in 1936. Originally known for its
commercial use in the special weather
conditions of Canada, it could receive,
indifferently, wheels, skis, or floats. This
aircraft was so successful that it was
used by all commercial airlines in this
country.
The USA built an interest for it, and, at
the end of WWII, had received 759 planes
from the Noorduyn plant.

delivered 600 horse powers. The takeoff maximum weight was 3363 kilos. Its
maximum speed was 150 MPH, reducing
to 68 MPH for landing. It climbed to 4600
feet in 6 minutes 30 seconds, had a range
of 1840 km, and a service ceiling of 15,500
feet.
This aircraft was built until the end of
the fifties, which proves its robustness
and versatility.

The wings' longerons and ribs were made
of spruce and covered were with fabric.
Two "V"-shaped masts supported each
wing and were attached to two "winglets"
that were part of the landing gear.
The fuselage was made of welded tubes
held together by iron frames linked
together by spruce beams. This assembly
was too, covered with fabric.
The aircraft was equipped with a Pratt &
Whitney Wasp R-1340AN1 engine which

A true work horse that perfectly accomplished the task that were required from
him, discreetly, almost incognito, the
Norseman is, nevertheless, linked to one
of the strangest stories of WWII : The disappearance of famous composer, Glenn
Miller, in 1944, a dramatic story that I
had to mention in this article.
Wether one likes or dislikes this music,
it is now part of history and part of most
airshows dealing with WWII aviation.
Nobody can remain unresponsive when
pieces like Moonlight Serenade or
In the Mood played.
Many, for sure, will
remember the good
old days…
The disappearance
of Major Glenn Miller
is still, today, a mystery since nothing
has been found of
the airplane and its
occupants.

Of course, this drama took place in the
Channel, but where ?… The documents
that I looked for, with some friends who
live in the Pas de Calais district tell us the
following story…

Born on March 01,
1915, in Iowa, and
the son of a farmer,
Glenn Miller became a
composer and player
of modern music.
In 1942, he got a commission in the USAF.
He then mixed jazz
and military music,
and created his star
brass band, within
the USAF, which was
soon adopted by all
American Forces and their soldiers.
Paris, December 1944. The Glenn Miller's
Band musicians await their leader for a
series of concerts in the French Capital,
since Xmas is not far. It is the time when
no one expects the German counteroffensive in the Ardennes, which lets
us believe that Miller has disappeared
around the 15th (Curiously, the official
documents do not specify any date). An
unusual fact at the time, for us living in
the North of France, the sky is empty

of enemy aircraft. On
that fatal day, Major
Glenn Miller boarded
a Noorduyn Norseman
on the base of Bedford
to fly to France and
get reunited with his
band.
As the plane approaches the French coast, it
finds some thick fog,
which is not rare in
that season.
The official report states that Miller was
flying with several high rank officers,
including a USAF General whose identity
was never revealed. The latter may even
have been the pilot of this unescorted
airplane.
Enigma N° 1 - In this late afternoon, the
crew of a Lancaster bomber which was
returning from a mission apparently
saw an aircraft of this type plunge into
the sea, but this fact is not confirmed.
The enquiry established that the plane,

THE MYSTERY EXPLAINED ?
Let us thank colonel Michel Cahiez for
this article which underline a mystery
which is similar to other famous aviators' disappearance like Amelia Earhart
and Antoine de St. Exupéry. Receiving
this article from Michel triggered my
curiosity and a search on the Internet
was fruitful. The documents that I found
there extend from the most bizarre to the
most serious…
Only one thing is certain : Glenn Miller
was a chain-smoker who lit up each
cigarette with the cigarette end of the
one he just finished. Suffering from lung
cancer, he knew he was very ill and he
had predicted his imminent death. The
photo on the right, taken 3 days before
he disappeared, show his
evident loss of weight and
his bad health.
According to some, Glenn
Miller did reached Paris
despite the bad weather,
and died in the arms of a
prostitute… A very improbable assumption which
is similar to another one
which states that Glenn
Miller was shot, in Paris,
by a German gun brought
back as a souvenir by a
jealous French prisoner of
war who just discovered
the affair Glenn Miller had
with his wife…

A much more realistic possibility came
from Glenn Miller's brother, Herb Miller,
when, in 1983, he revealed that Glenn
Miller had effectively boarded this plane,
but his bad health had forced the pilot
to turn back. Glenn Miller was then
transferred to a military hospital where
he died the following day and buried
anonymously. The lack of search for the
plane would then support the idea that it
was better for Glenn Miller to disappear
as a hero, rather than as a simple victim
of such an illness.
Finally, and I believe this is the most
probable, the plane with passenger Glenn
Miller, was flying low over the water at
the moment when a flight of Lancaster

lost in fog, fell into the Channel when
it was turning back to England. Did
the pilot fear the French cliffs ? Was he
lost ? Because of this fog, no one was
able to search the area after the accident
occurred, and nobody knows, for sure,
where the Noorduyn was.
Enigma N° 2 - A long time later, the enquiry established that the aircraft was
near the French coast at the time of the
accident.
Some strange research were carried out
where the plane is supposed to have
crashed (According to my friends who
live in this area of the Pas de Calais).
They were dealing with a plane that
was lost South of cape Gris-Nez, at the
Pointe aux Oies, between the beaches of
Wemereux and Ambleteuse, several hundred meters away from the coast.
According to jazz lovers, the airplane
wreck is very valuable since it should
normally contain unpublished music
scores (Miller, who was a hard worker,
always kept his music scores with him).

bombers that
were returning
from an aborted
mission
dropped their
unused bombs
over the sea.
The authentic
map
printed
here
below,
shows the mission route, the
place
where
the planes turned back (“Aborted Here”),
and the place where they dropped their
bombs (Cross in a square). Each plane
carried incendiaries, but especially
a 4000 pounds bomb (Cookie) which
exploded at several dozen feet altitude.
The Navigator of one of these Lancaster,
Fred Shaw, was watching the explosion of the bomb dropped
by his airplane when he
spotted a Norseman flying
below their bomber. Soon
after, the rear gunner confirmed that this plane had
just plunged into the sea,
probably because of the
shock wave produced by
the explosion. These facts
were later confirmed by
the pilot who remembered
very well the conversations
between the Navigator, the
rear gunner, and himself.
This Norseman could well
be Glenn Miller's…
B. Delfino

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPIRIT OF LEWIS SPONSORS

PIPER J-3 MEETING

The list of Sponsors of the Spirit of Lewis
is progressively getting longer and longer,
which is encouraging for the future of
this project. This list of members, who
have paid their annual sponsorship is,
today, as follows :

The main members responsible for our
Piper Cub will meet on January 11 at
the French Wing headquarters to work
on the maintenance programme and the
operation of the Spirit of Lewis during
year 2004.

FLYING SPONSORS

After investigation, and because of the
complexity of a complete paint strip,
colonel Cédric Malhaire advised these
members to keep the current yellow finish for a time that may extend up to 2
years. Modifications will, nevertheless,
brought to the paint work so that our
aircraft gets a new finish, either the one
of the Civil Air Patrol aircraft, an organisation which patrolled the coasts of USA
between 1941 and 1943, or the one of the
U.S. Air Force.

Gilles Avenel
Hervé Cherry
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Patrick Pierre-Pierre
Claude Requi
Sandy Sansing
RESTORATION SPONSORS
Didier Cardinal
Roger Gouzon
Cédric Malhaire

This list is still insufficient, but it allows
us to envisage the future with optimism.
We ask all members who intend to become sponsors of this plane, to confirm
their choice, and we thank them very
much in advance.

This yellow finish will remain until we
can plan a complete change for the
colors of the U.S. Navy. The picture
printed above, of a Piper J-3 Cub, similar
to ours, displayed in a museum in the
USA, allows for a better understanding
of the result that we are looking for this
transient period.

ERRATUM
BUILDING OF A HANGAR
As it was mentionned in great length
during our 2003 General Assembly last
November, all members who are interested by some personal investment in
the financing of a hangar are kindly requested to contact our Unit head-office
so that we can start this project in the
best possible conditions and without any
further delay.

A SAFETY OFFICER
Since the premature death of our friend,
colonel Jean-Paul Merlier, our Unit is in
need of a new Safety Officer.
We are calling all our members who wish
to take on this very important job, whose
function is to make sure that all our activities, and especially those linked to the
Piper Cub, are carried out in complete
safety.
This officer will be responsible for the
instruction of all our members involved in
the operation of our aircraft, for keeping a
record of these qualifications up to date,
for establishing the rules that will regulate our activities, and for making sure
that these rules are fully respected by all
our members.
Fires, incidents, accidents, insurance,
instruction, first aid, are some of the subjects that he will deal with.

SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Bunty Bateman
Christophe Bastide
William Davies
Fumiko Delfino
Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Guy Perrin
John Rœder
Marcel Ruppert
Jean-Jacques Vaucher

WANTED :

An unfortunate mistake slipped in the
Spirit of Lewis sponsorship form published last month.
The line Restoration Sponsor, should
really read 125,00 Euros, and not
150,00 Euros.
We apologize for this involuntary error,
duly corrected on the form published as
an annexe to this month issue.

As an example, he will need to make
sure that extinguishers available on
board our aircraft and in the Association's
premises, that an evacuation procedure
is put in place, that the members who
deal with our aircraft - pilots or ground
crew - are perfectly familiar with the
conventional hand signals during engine
start, and that the latter is done correctly
and as required.
This Officer will carry out this task in conjunction with the Operations Officer and
the Unit Leader, and he will give them a
full report on a quarterly basis.
This job is not difficult and it will only require a few efforts during the very beginning, starting in January 2004.
An aeronautical experience is not a must
but it is strongly desirable. Residing in
the Paris area is also advisable in order
to do this task correctly.
Therefore, we ask all our members who
could be interested by this position as a
Safety Officer to contact us as soon as
possible so that we can prepare and implement his programme of activity.

August 01, 1944 • A Boeing B-17 Flying
Fortress that came to bomb the airfield
of Tours has been hit by the flak and
crashed in a farm, on the outskirts of the
Montlouis sur Loire village.
Nobody was hurt. All crew members
managed to bail out successfully, and,
fortunately, if the accident caused some

material damage, it did not hit anyone on
the ground.
The aviators were immediately helped
and protected by the population, Resistants or sympathizing people, who hid
them away. Unfortunately, some were
subsequently made prisoners, and sent to
prisoner camps in Germany.

sentatives of the Veterans, our friend
Secretary of Association Forteresse Toujours Volante who came from the Yonne
district with his wife, and many people
who witnessed or took an active part in
this adventure, the very ones who protected these aviators.
Among them, Madame Solange Bessé,
the "little girl on the photo", because she
was on a photograph that was taken then
by Donald Jirik. She was 13 years old at
the time. Donald did not really want to
take this picture, because he was afraid
that, should he be taken prisoner, her

Worse that, two days after the accident,
two crew members were assassinated by
the Gestapo and the Militiamen.
This painful drama still represents a bitter
sadness for the local population which,
of course, was never able to admit such
betrayal and the cold murdering of these
soldiers.

family would have been in great danger.
He still took it and this is how he sent it
to two amateur historians, Jacky Thiellin
and Hervé Mathiaud, who forwarded it to
a local newspaper, "La Nouvelle République d'Indre et Loire", that the little girl
was recognized and found, as soon as the
photo was published.
Today, she is married and lives in the Lot
et Garonne district. Solange admits that
her family, deeply involved in the Resistance, was very afraid by the fact that they
did not know those who brought two of
these soldiers to their home. Solange's

Exactly fifty nine years later, on the very
place of the crash, a commemorative
monument has been erected. It is covered with the American flag. Fences keep
the remarkably numerous public away at
a short distance.
The veteran flags arrive and line up along
the stage. The officials follow : An armed
Armée de l'Air detachment and its officers, the Army and Gendarmerie officers
de Terre, the local Civil Servant, Repre-

Instant de recueillement, Solange Bessé, la "petite fille sur la photo", assise à gauche de Donald Jirik.

mission was to deliver the
meals to them, a mission
that she carried out very
bravely. This is how she
discovered the chewinggums, a present that she
received from these two
aviators, an extraordinary
present in these times of
severe restrictions.
Mister Jacky Thiellin, Secretary of "Association B-17
de Montlouis" and mister
Hervé Mathiaud, President,
had to accomplish true exploits to get the necessary
funds for the purchase of the monument
and the engraving of the text.
They also performed the immense work
of communication that needed to be established with our American friends, and
all the material constraints that were
inevitable. Two years of work that are,
today, a complete success.
They both ensured that this ceremony
that was so difficult to organize would
run without a snag.
August 01, 2003 • At about 3 P.M., authentic vehicles of the American Army
appear. First comes a Jeep with Donald
Jirik, Sergeant Ball turret Gunner, smiling but extremely moved (Like everyone
else !), he is in company of his son Dennis. In another vehicle, are Miss Inez
Whitmore, widow of the co-pilot, and her
two sons.

Dennis explained that
his father's wish was to
come to Montlouis, that he
wanted to meet and thank
his French friends, a well
deserved privilege at the
age of 79.
The Mayor of Saint Martin
le Beau declared : "Today
we are all Americans". It
was an honor for him to
make such a statement.

which appears in all its splendour, with
the commemorating text and the drawing
of the B-17. His emotion enlightens his
face. Mister Thiellin who assisted him,
now helps him cut pieces of the three
colored ribbon and offers them to the
families of the crew members. The public
gives Donald Jirik a round of applause.
He cannot believe the honor that is made
to him. He can only repeat : "Thanks !
Thanks ! I love you all !".
Many people try to approach him, but
this is only possible for the monument
subscribers who are within the fences.
That is where I was able to take pictures
of our friend of Association "Forteresse
Toujours Volante", who gives him some
souvenirs of "Pink Lady", the B-17 of his
Association.

If the Press was able to title "A monument… to his memory !" in its August 02
issue, it could not foresee that this sort
of humor was about to reveal itself ruthlessly true during that second day…

The long awaited moment has come. Sergeant Donald Jirik firmly pulls the American flag from the superb monument

For more than 200 years the friendship
between our two countries is an indestructible sentiment, based on values
that we respect and practice on both
sides of the Atlantic.
It is a great honor to take part in such
ceremonies, even though, like in Montlouis, happiness is sometimes mixed
with the pain of losing a hero who was
ready to die, at the age of twenty, like
many of his brothers. He came back to
the same place, 59 years later, to accomplish his destiny.
God bless you Ronald !

Lest we forget
CREW MEMBERS OF B-17G # 337876

National anthems, speeches telling the
story and the details of this event as they
were lived by the actors and witnesses.
The emotion, in the terrible heat-wave,
without the slightest breeze, is palpable.
Donald Jirik is protected from the sunshine, and he gets a drink from time to
time to avoid any problem.

Notre ami représentant de FTV remet quelques souvenirs du B-17 "Pink Lady" à Donald Jirik.

For us, members of the
Commemorative Air Force,
it is a blatancy, a conviction, and a profound love that we practice
relentlessly.

Horror and consternation hit us on
August 2nd when a heart attack took
Donald Jirik away, as he was arriving at
the home of some French hosts who had
invited him for lunch.
With courage and dignity, his son, Dennis, attended the ceremony that had been
organized in Saint Martin le Beau, where a
piece of his father's B-17 was given to him.

2nd Lt. Anthony Forte (Pilot)
2nd Lt. Thomas Whitmore (Copilot)
2nd Lt. Charles Jr. Arnao (Navigator)
2nd Lt. Gregory Collins (Bombardier)
S/Sgt. Rawlin O'Leary (Top Gun./Engineer)
Sgt. John Craddock (Tail Gun.)
Sgt. Donald Jirik (Ball Tur. Gun.)
Sgt. Robert McKnight (Radio/Gun.)
Corp. Stephen Sideroff (W. Gun.)

The FSS P.X.
The following articles are available against
a payment by cheque to the CAF French
Wing. (Note : Postage is extra unless
stated otherwise).
• Official Wing patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm: 
40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm.
framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head: 
8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm:
 9,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grams, L or XL
 16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grams, L or XL:
 16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your
choice (Maximum size A5): Send in your
picture and we will make the Tshirt of your
dreams (Warning! Only send pictures that are
totally free from any copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. preframed: Various:  4,00 each.
• Warbird cards by painter Jean Bellis: 
4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in
Midland (55mn) VHS PAL:  16,00 ©
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric
Besançon: F4U Corsair and Messerschmitt
262 night fighter:  31,00 ©
• Poster of 36 WWII airplanes painted by
Jean Bellis, 61x81cm:  9,00 (Members)
 10,00 (Non Membres) ©
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings
- Normandie Niemen, Corsair F4U7,
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00
+ P & P  10,00. Signed by veterans :
 60,00 + P & P  10,00. ©
• Post Cards based on the same paintings
(B26 Marauder, Corsair, and Neuneu) :
 0,50 each ©
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters since
January 2000, French and English, compatible PC and Macintosh, <.pdf> format
readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader :
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©
• CD Rom of 200 warbird photos taken
during Airsho in Midland, by B. Delfino :
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©.
The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

QUIZZ

To celebrate the end of year 2003 and the beginning of year 2004, colonel Michel Cahiez wishes
to submit a small enigma to all our readers :
On the two photos printed above and on the left,
who are the two persons who wear, one, a soft
hat, and the other, a Luftwaffe cap ?
(Send your answers to the CAF French Wing
who will forward them to colonel Michel Cahiez).

A2 JACKETS
BUT WHERE HAS OUR
"CUBOMETER" GONE ?…
As you noticed, the Piper Cub "thermometer" has disappeared from our back
page.
Since the goal that we had adopted has
been reached, this indicator has no more
real use.
However, the donations and the sponsorship premiums given to our Unit for the
support of our Piper Cub will continue
to appear in the pages of our Newsletter,
like any gift made to any other project.
All our members had got used to this
"Cubometer" and followed its progress
with great interest during the 50 months
that were necessary to the acquisition of
our first airplane.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Claude REQUI
Tel : 0442287755 - email : claude.requi@free.fr
Finance Officer : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0160260798 - email :
delta.charlie@wanadoo.fr
Adjutant : Col. Eric DUCREAU
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com

Therefore, we will continue to indicate
the financial situation in these columns,
but, at any time, every member of the
French Wing will have the possibility to
ask our Finance Officer for a detailed report, if necessary.

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete reproduction of the articles and the illustrations
published in this monthly Newsletter is forbidden
without the agreement of the FSS. Please write to
the Association at the following address : 19 rue de
Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

Depending on the projects that will be
adopted in the future by our Unit, we
may need to use a similar thermometer
whose indication is a lot clearer than
simple lists of figures.
Above is the splendid leather A2 jacket with

the painting made by col. Hervé Cherry. It is
still offered for sale for 160,00 Euros.
Below, is the fabric A2 jacket that was
donated by col. Bernard Violette. Due to
its age (30 years), and its great historical
value, the French Wing will keep it for its
own museum.

BE A SPONSOR OF THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"
Dear friends,
As you know, after reading this December issue of
our Newsletter, the finance plan for our Piper Cub
has been adopted during our General Assembly on
November 22, 2003. The "Spirit of Lewis" is now
waiting for a certain number of Sponsors to start its
operation, enough sponsors to cover the fixed costs
which essentially include the hangar and the insurance
for the airplane and its occupants.
The flying hours will be covered by an hourly rate which
is fair, cheap, and affordable by all members.
Helping this airplane, is helping the French Wing to
complete its duty of honoring the memory of those who fought for our freedom, far too often at the cost of their own
life.
Therefore, we ask you today to decide if you wish to become a Sponsor of the "Spirit of Lewis", and, if you do, which
level of sponsorship you want to adopt.
We thank you for filling-in the form below, and for returning it, whatever your choice is, so that we can prepare
the on-coming year with all the necessary information.

Colonel Bernard Delfino
Unit Leader

&
NAME :
CAF ID # :
I wish to become a Sponsor of the Piper Cub "Spirit of Lewis", at the following level :
FLYING SPONSOR (250 Euros/year + 25 Euros per flying hour)
RESTORATION SPONSOR (125 Euros/year + 40 Euros per flying hour)
SUPPORTING SPONSOR (50 Euros/year + 55 Euros per flying hour)
I do not wish to become a Sponsor of this aircraft, and will pay 80 Euros per flying hour.
Please find herewith a cheque for ………………………………… Euros for the level of sponsorship mentioned above.
Date and signature :
Note : For ease of all transactions 1 Euro = 1 US Dollar • Please do not send any cheque from the USA, only cash, or enquire.

