
COL. ROY GRINNELL IN FRANCE
SHOWING AN EXCEPTIONAL GENEROSITY, COLO-
NEL ROY GRINNELL DID NOT HESITATE TO COME TO 
FRANCE AND SIGN THE PRINTS THAT WE GOT MADE 
FROM THE TWO LATEST PAINTINGS THAT HE DID AND 
DONATED TO OUR WING (ARTICLE ON PAGES 2 & 3).

GREAT FLYING WEEK-END IN PER-
SAN FOR THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"
THE WEEK-END OF APRIL 24 AND 25 ALLOWED MANY 
FRENCH WING MEMBERS TO FLY ABOARD THE 
"SPIRIT OF LEWIS" (ARTICLE ON PAGES 8, 9 & 10).

CAF FRENCH WING DUES
YEAR 2004 - 2005

PLEASE READ THE LIST OF MEMBERS WHO HAVE PAID 
THEIR ANNUAL DUES, ON PAGE 4 OF THIS NEWSLETTER : 
IF YOUR NAME IS NOT ON THIS LIST YOU MUST REACT 
PROMPTLY AND SEND US THE USUAL AMOUNT TODAY !

Volume 9 - N° 5 - May 2004

EDITORIAL

When our friend Roy Grinnell sent me 
an email announcing that he would 
be coming to France to sign the prints 
that we got made of the paintings of 
the Corsair and the Piper Cub, I could 
have believed in a joke. But it would 
have been without knowing his love 
for our Wing and for our country. This 
very sincere and very profound inter-
est for our Unit and all it represents 
is an honor that we can all be proud 
of. Merci Roy !

That's it ! The "Spirit of Lewis" is now 
insured for Flight since April 24, 
2004. To celebrate, our Piper Cub 
has brilliantly started its new career 
by gathering, during the week-end 
of April 24 and 25, no less than 11 
members of the French Wing plus 
various friends of our Association. 
The success of these two days made 
of the pleasure to fly, of friendship, of 
joy, but also of work, was such that 
we wish to reiterate on a monthly 
basis.

Unfortunately, our plane will not take 
part in the La Ferté-Alais airshow, 
due to a lack of room. Our friends of 
Editions Lariviere tried very hard to 
find some room for it, but it was im-
possible. Such an event is prepared 
months in advance, and we were not 
certain of the "Spirit of Lewis" readi-
ness until last month.

This will be compensated by the of-
fer made by the organizers of the 
Rennes airshow, an event which will 
take place on September 11 and 12. 
Our plane has been accepted and 
included in the air display, during 
which it will fly in formation with 
two other planes. Our booth will also 
be there. Therefore, we hope that our 
members will participate massively 
to this airshow and help us represent 
the CAF.

Bernard 
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Colonel Roy Grinnell will never cease to 
amaze us with the generosity and the 
enthusiasm that he demonstrates to our 
Unit.

We were looking for a way to send him 
the prints that we got made of the Corsair 
F4U7 and the Piper Cub "Spirit of Lewis" 
paintings, so that he could sign them, but 
sending all these prints quickly showed 
that it was far too expensive since their 
weight was way over 400 pounds.

The only practical way was, therefore, to 
invite him to come over to France perso-
nally so that he could sign these prints 
here. He accepted immediately the invi-
tation that Bernard and Fumiko Delfino 
made to him to come and stay with them 
for a week.

This is how he soon arrived on an Ameri-
can Airlines flight, on Saturday April 10, 
at the Paris airport of Roissy CDG.

After a well deserved rest day, Roy star-
ted signing these prints, a huge task that 
took, in total, a entire day.

A week stay could not be limited to the 
signing of these pictures. Therefore, se-
veral days were dedicated to the visit of 
the Paris area.

SUNDAY 11 APRIL

A visit to the hangar where is kept our 
Piper J-3 was a must, and Roy discove-
red with great pleasure this airplane that 
he has done so much for, already. His 
experienced advice will help us a lot in 
the change of livery that we have started 
not long ago.

MONDAY 12 AND TUESDAY 13 APRIL

These two days allowed Roy to discover 
the beauty of the Ermenonville castle 
(Cover photo), of the Chaalis Abbaye 
(Photo on the right), and the castle of 

Chantilly (Other pho-
tos on this page).

WEDNESDAY 14 APRIL

His stay carried on 
with a visit to our 
friends of the Memo-
rial Flight association, 
in Dugny/Le Bourget. 
Our Wing presented 
this association with 
a print of the B-26 of 
the Groupe Bretagne 
and another of the Yak 

of the Normandie-Niemen, in order to 
thank them for their kindness every time 
they welcomed us in their workshop whe-
re they lovingly restore and manufacture 
wonderful WWI airplanes. Roy signed 
these prints especially for our friends.

THURSDAY 15 APRIL

A day in the Champagne area allowed 
Roy to discover the way this famous wine 
is produced. This visit was even more 
interesting when Roy saw how the wine 
was bottled.

As Roy and Eric drove through Fère en 
Tardenois, they stopped and visited our 
friend Christiane Hébert, Resistant who, 
together with her parents, protected co-
lonel Sandy Sansing after his P-51C was 
hit by flak during an attack on the railway 
station of Château-Thierry, in 1944. This 
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meeting was extremelly pleasant and al-
lowed Roy to meet a real French patriot 
who deserves our respect and admiration 
for her acts of courage and the enormous 
risks that Christiane and her parents 
took during the entire war.

FRIDAY 16 APRIL

This Friday had been designated as a 
rest day, but it was finally turned into a 
shopping day.

Roy needed to buy a few gifts for his wife 
Irene, who stayed in Texas in their brand 
new house, in Little Elm, and 
for other members of his fa-
mily.

SATURDAY 17 APRIL

It's on Saturday 17 April tha 
took place, in a restaurant in 
Aulnay sous Bois, the meeting 
that was announced in our 
Newsletter.

Twelve members took part 
in this event, and many 
travelled a very long way to 
meet Roy and appreciate his 
kindness, thus showing that 
distance is not an obstacle to 
an active participation in our 
activities.

All together, these members 
travelled more than 17000 
miles to participate to this 
event !… An unprecedented 
record in the French Wing.

Roy Grinnell himself had 
flown 5600 miles. Colonel 
William Davies travelled 
625 miles, Cadet Julien Le-
pelletier and colonel Claude 
Requi 500, colonels Gilles 
Avenel, Damien Bourgaux, 
Bertrand Boussert, and 
Claude De Marco 320 miles, 

colonel Alexandre 
Trévisan 32 miles, 
colonel Eric Ducreau 
6 miles, and colonels 
Bernard & Fumiko 
Delfino the exceptio-
nal distance of 0,1 
mile !…

Yuri Delfino, daugh-
ter of our President 
and our PX Officer, 
and personal friend 
of Roy, also joined the 
group.

The meeting and the 
lunch were full of in-
teresting discussions, 
and time went fast, 
much too fast, as it is 
always the case  when 
one is in good compa-
ny with true friends. 

As one can guess, pla-
nes and painting were 
the two major subjects 
of these discussions. 

But soon came the time for 
everyone to go home, with the 
hope, for some of the guests to 
meet Roy and Irene again du-
ring AIRSHO'04 in Midland.

SUNDAY 17 APRIL

For Roy, this Sunday was dedi-
cated to getting some rest and 
to packing up his bags, a dif-
ficult task that was completed 
before the night.

His flight was scheduled for the 
following day, in the morning, 
at the airport of Roissy CDG.

MONDAY 18 APRIL

It was with great sadness that 
Eric, Fumiko, and Bernard, 
said good-bye to Roy who had 
played such an important role 
in their life during a whole 
week.

But AIRSHO'04 is around 
the corner and has now be-
come a target full of hope and 
friendship for everyone.

Roy arrived in Dallas some ten 
hours later, and it did not take 
long for him to send the fol-
lowing email :

"I had a great time to see everybody at the 
dinner and appreciated everyone’s jour-
ney from such a distance. The time I think 
was enjoyed by all. It was an outstanding 
time for me.

I think the French have a special way of 
enjoying times together over a meal and 
sharing conversations that should be an 
example to all people. What a wonderful 
tradition!!

Roy Grinnell"

Above : Left to right, Alexandre Trévisan, Eric Ducreau, Damien Bourgaux, and 
Bertrand Boussert.

Below: Clockwise, Williams Davies, Claude Requi, Claude De Marco (Standing), 
Roy Grinnell, Eric Ducreau, Julien Lepelletier, Alexandre Trévisan, and Gilles 
Avenel.
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TWO NEW SPONSORS
FOR THE SPIRIT OF LEWIS

Colonels Claude De Marco and Yves 
Houssin have become Supporting Spon-
sors.

We thank them both very much for their 
support. The current Sponsors are :

FLYING SPONSORS

Gilles Avenel

Hervé Cherry

Bernard Delfino

Claude Gascon

Irene Grinnell

Roy Grinnell

Jean-Claude Miniggio

Patrick Pierre-Pierre

Claude Requi

Sandy Sansing

Société SKY RUNNER

RESTORATION SPONSORS

Didier Cardinal

Roger Gouzon

Cédric Malhaire

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Bunty Bateman

Christophe Bastide

Henri Bourrassier

Michel Cahiez

William Davies

Claude De Marco

Fumiko Delfino

Louis-Jean Gioux

Patrick Gremez

Barbara Hair

Aubrey Hair

Yves Houssin

Elzéard Ligneul

Guy Perrin

John Rœder

Marcel Ruppert

Jean-Jacques Vaucher

MONTÉLIMAR 2004
IS OFF…

Colonel Claude Requi has advised us 
that the event in Montélimar he had ap-
plied for our Piper Cub, and whose main 
theme is the Normandy Landing, will 

not include any airplane or any military 
vehicle.

One may wonder how the organizers of 
this event will honor those who took part 
in this historical event, but our aircraft's 
participation is, therefore, cancelled.

FLY-IN IN MONTBÉLIARD

The Association des Ailes Anciennes du 
Pays de Montbéliard, of colonel Jean-
Claude Miniggio, organizes its first Fly-In 
on July 3 & 4, 2004 on the airfield of 
Montbéliard-Courcelles (LFSM).

Several owners of classic airplanes from 
France and Europe have already an-
nounced their participation, and this re-
union already looks like a great success.

If any member of the French Wing wishes 
to  participate, they should contact us as 
soon as possible. One or two pilots will be 
needed to fly our plane.

The flight is estimated to 4 hours, de-
pending on the wind (The Spirit of Lewis 
is not a Racer !), and one or two passen-
gers who will travel, like the pilots, for the 
cost of their sponsorship level.

Association "Vieilles Hélices du Pays de 
Montbéliard" flies 5 planes, including 
Jean-Claude's splendid MS 315. This air-
craft alone make the trip worthwhile !

We expect a few more indications regard-
ing the possibility to sleep on the field, 
the food, and other items that will make 
of this event a real success. In the mean 
time, we ask our members to contact us 
so that we can organize this trip.

The aperitive and the lunch on Sunday 
July 4 will cost 25 Euros per person. 
Many friends and beautiful classic air-
planes are guaranteed to be there !

RENNES 2004 AIRSHOW

The organizers of the Rennes-Saint 
Jacques airshow on September 11 & 12 
have accepted our both our booth and 
our airplane.

The "Spirit of Lewis" will be presented in 
flight with two other airplanes, and this 
event will be the real start of our dear 
Piper Cub's career as a representative of 
the CAF during major airshows.

It seems that Rennes has become a fa-
vourite airfield for our Unit's Premieres, 
since it was on this airport that our As-
sociation participated, for the first time, 
to an airshow, with its booth. It was on 
May 10, 1998.

The success that we then got exceeded all 
our hopes, and was an excellent rehears-
al for the airshow in La Ferté-Alais.

We will need all the help that we can get 
from our members. If you plan to be in 
Rennes for these two days, please con-
tact colonel Cédric Malhaire as soon as 
possible since him and his companion 
Gaëlle have offered to host a certain 
number of people.

Also, if you wish to travel with our 
airplane for the flights between Persan 
and Rennes, or Rennes and Persan, 
please tell us today !

The duration of each flight is estimated to 
be around 3 hours, and the cost, for the 
pilot and the passenger, will be equal to 
the flight length multiplied by the hourly 
cost of one's respective sponsorship level 
(Or by 80 Euros is you are not a spon-
sor). 

The second half of the trip will be done in 
another member's car or the Wing's van. 

The first flight will take place on Friday 
September 10, and the flight back will 
either be on Sunday September 12 in the 
evening, or Monday 13 in the morning.

Numerous warbirds are planned for the 
air display, including a Spitfire, a Thun-
derbolt, and other good surprises. We 
cannot tell you any more at this time, but 
it will be a great airshow for sure !
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SEARCH YOUR ATTICS
AND ALL FLEA-MARKETS

In order to present our Piper Cub the 
best possible way, we are looking for as 
many WWII accessories as possible.

If you like to search flea-markets for 
original items, please look for the fol-
lowing objects : US Army 1939/1945 
binoculars, US Army jerrycan, maps, US 
Army Air Corps caps, US Army suitcase 
or bag, or anything that would enlighten 
the presentation of our plane during 
static displays.

BECOME THE "GODFATHER"
OF ONE OR SEVERAL PARTS OF 

OUR "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"

You do not wish to become a sponsor 
of our plane, but still, you would like to 
help it according to your possibilities ? 

We offer you to become the "Godfather" 
of one or several parts of this plane by 
financing one of its elements.

Our plane will soon get several new parts 
which will allow for a safe navigation and 
avoid all zig-zags : VHF Radio, beacon, 
GPS, and transponder with altitude in-
dication.

Other elements will, sooner or later, need 
to be replaced, and these are the parts 
that we offer you to finance :

• Tyres and tubes.
• Ignition harness.
• Magneto.
• Spark plugs.
• Cylinder deflectors.
• Cylinder head covers (Chromed).
• Left sliding window.

For more information, please contact 
colonel Cédric Malhaire.

AIRSHO'2004 IN MIDLAND

We need to know the names of those who 
intend to be in Midland for AIRSHO'04, 
so that we can organize the hotel room 
reservations, the vehicles, and, above 
all, the annual meal of the French Wing 
whose master is col. Jim Adams, great 
friend of our Unit.

Please use the form that was published 
with last month's Newsletter, and send it 
to the French Wing Headquarters as soon 
as you can.

A DINER DANCE FOR OUR 
WING'S GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Why not take advantage of our November 
General Assembly - a meeting which is 
always attended by many of our mem-
bers - to add to it a 1939/1945 Diner-
Dance ?

This event could be costumed for those 
who wish to dress up, and it would in-
clude a buffet, a raffle, and Glen Miller's 
music at will.

The General Assembly would be held 
in the morning of the Saturday from 9 
A.M. till 1 P.M. This would require, for 
those who travel a long distance, to stay 
two nights in the hotel, but the souvenir 
of this event they would take away with  
them would be worthwhile. If you have 
any idea on this subject, but, above all, if 
you wish to take part in its organization, 
please do not hesitate to contact us as 
soon as you can !

FRENCH WING ELECTIONS

The November General Assembly will see 
the election of our Unit's  Vice-President 
and Treasurer.

It's not too early to think about your 
possible involvement and application to 
one of these two positions. The minimum 
conditions for applying are 6 months 
seniority as a Commemorative Air Force 
and  French Wing Colonel, either Regular 
or Life Member.

Please do contact us if you wish to get 
more information on these two posi-
tions.P
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CAF FRENCH WING

ANNUAL DUES

YEAR 2004 - 2005

Here is the list of members who 
have paid their annual dues for the 
financial year that runs from May 01, 
2004 to April 30, 2005.

If your name does not show on 
this list, we thank you for sending 
a cheque of the correct amount as 
soon as possible (Colonels and Associ-
ate Members : 50 Euros/Dollars, Friend 
of the French Wing : 40 Euros/Dollars, 
and Cadets : 20 Euros/Dollars).

Gilles Avenel, Bob Ayars, Lilian 
Ayars, Christophe Bastide, Bunty 
Bateman, Guy Bortolus, Henri 
Bourrassier, Merill Butikofer, 
Claude Cardinal, Didier Cardi-
nal, Léon Collin, Daniel Costelle, 
William Davies, Jean-Christophe 
Debuisson, Bernard Delfino, Fu-
miko Delfino, Claude De Marco, 
Stéphane Duchemin, Philippe 
Duflot, Louis-Jean Gioux, Lucien 
Goubard, Roger Gouzon, Patrick 
Gremez, Roy Grinnell, Irene 
Grinnell, Barbara Hair, Aubrey Hair, 
Yves Houssin, Rick Hudlow, Louise 
Hudlow, Bill Katsones, Jacques 
Leroux, Isabelle Lesser, Elzéard 
Ligneul, George Lodge, Jim Lux, 
Guy Perrin, Patrick Pierre-Pierre, 
Hervé Quefféléant, Guy Robert, 
John Roeder, Marcel Ruppert, Con-
nie Sansing, Sandy Sansing, Haruo 
Tanaka, Alphonse Thiry, Terran 
Tidwell, Christian Tournemine, 
Gilles Troussart, Regis Urschler, 
Jean-Jacques Vaucher, Bernard 
Violette.

(This list is correct at the time of printing)



The SB2C was 
designed in response 
to a 1938 specifica-
tion of the US Navy 
for a replacement of 
the Douglas SBD dive 
bomber.

The required higher 
speed and greater 
range and bomb load 
to be carried in an 
internal bomb bay 
necessarily led to a 
significantly larger 
and heavier airplane 
needing a much more 
powerful engine.

The Navy’s request 
for two of the new dive bombers to fit on 
the 40 by 48 feet elevators of the new 
Essex class carriers however restricted 
in particular the length of the aircraft. 
As a result the overall architecture of 

the airplane turned out to look some-
what unbalanced, which could not work 
in favor of good stability and handling 
characteristics.

Other critical issues 
were related to the 
equipment.

The wing folding 
mechanism, the 
landing gear, the 
cowl flaps, the oil 
cooler doors, the 
bomb bay doors, 
the landing flaps 
and the dive brakes 
were all operated by 
a complex hydraulic 
system, which una-

voidably would be a 
source of trouble.

Leading edge wing 
slats, de-icing equip-
ment, a lowering 
mechanism for the 
top of the fuselage 
behind the rear gun 
position to increase 
the field of fire, a 
retractable tail wheel 
and provisions to fit 
a throttle and mini-
mum instruments 
and flight controls in 
the back cockpit were 
all useful features, 
but they  could not 
be obtained without 

problems, cost, and weight.

The weight problem aggravated when, 
due to a requirement of the Navy, mag-
nesium alloys had to be replaced by alu-
minium alloys.

Wind-tunnel tests finally resulted in a 
re-design of the wing with a significantly 
increased area, so that two aircraft could 
no longer be placed on the elevators of 
the Essex-class carriers.

When the prototype finally made its first 
flight in December 1940, large scale pro-
duction had already been ordered by the 
Navy.

Disaster struck, when the prototype 
crashed in February 1941. It was rebuilt 

6

American Aircraft in French Colors

CURTISS SB2C HELLDIVER
By Colonels John P. Roeder and Michel Perrin - Painting by Jean Bellis

Photographie en couleurs du prototype du Helldiver

Le seul Helldiver en état de vol dans le monde : Celui de la CAF, photographié au cours d'AIRSHO.
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with a larger tail and modified fuel and 
armament systems, but a second crash 
in December 1941, when already 578 
planes were on order, halted prematurely 
prototype testing. 

Consequently development had to be 
continued with production aircraft. More 
changes were specified for these, and it 
was not until June 1942 that the first 
article took to the air as SB2C-1. 

Subsequent aircraft needed more testing 
and modifications even after embarka-
tion in the new Essex in December of 
1942. 

Once again however it became clear 
that the problems of the SB2C were far 
from having been solved.

The aircraft were dumped 
ashore where they underwent 
another round of modifica-
tions including significant 
structural reinforcement and 
among others the fitting of 
self-sealing fuel tanks.

Some 200 machines had to 
go through this process, and 
again further testing ashore 
and aboard a carrier followed. 

Operational trials were taken up in May 
1943 from the “Yorktown”, but 
they gave reason for further con-
cern. The crews had significant 
difficulties in transitioning from 
the lighter, more docile SBD to the 
much heavier and faster SB2C.

Most of them never liked the some-
what unstable airplane with its 
clumsy handling characteristics, 
and they soon called it the “Beast”. There 
were not insignificant voices claiming the 
cancellation of the whole program, but 
with production in full swing this was 
not an option.

It took another 
five months until 
Helldiver squadrons 
could be passed 
fit for combat. In 
November 1943 the 
“Beast” finally went 
into action, attack-
ing Japanese war-
ships in the port of 
Rabaul. A destroyer 
was sunk and two 
cruisers and three other destroyers dam-
aged; a late but not a bad debut.

From then the Helldiver gradually 
became the standard dive bomber of 
the US Navy, and by July 1944 it had 
replaced the SBD Dauntless in the fast 

carrier task forces of the fleet.
Its contribution to final victory in the 

Pacific remains uncontested. The long 
and painful experience which marked its 
development had paid off.

With its high speed, long range and 
heavy bomb load 
the Helldiver was 
superior to any 
other aircraft in its 
class, used during 
World War Two by 
friend or foe, but 
it never became as 
good an airplane 
as the “Good old 
Faithful” Douglas 
SBD Dauntless.
In Production the 
SB2C-1 was fol-

lowed by the more powerful SB2C-3, with 
better performance and an increased 
internal bomb load.

Late models were also fitted with per-
forated landing and dive flaps, which 
eliminated tail buffeting experienced in 

dives.

The SB2C-4 introduced under-
wing hard points for bombs or 
drop tanks, plus racks for up 
to eight 5-inch air-to-ground 
rockets.

The final version was the 
SB2C-5 with increased inter-
nal fuel capacity, leading 
edge wing slats deleted, and 
a few other improvements. It 
came too late to see combat 

in WWII. 

A total of 5,105  SB2Cs of all ver-
sions were manufactures in the 
States.

To meet US forces demand an 
additional 1,194 Helldivers were 
built under license in Canada. 
Twenty six of these were supplied 
to the British Fleet Air Arm under 
Lend-Lease, but these never saw 

operational service.

The US Army ordered a total of 900 
Helldivers as A-25A's from April 1941. 
The first 100 aircraft were obtained from 
the US Navy quota, and aircraft subse-

7

P
h

ot
o 

: 
M

a
ri

n
e 

N
a

ti
on

a
le

P
h

ot
o 

: 
M

a
ri

n
e 

N
a

ti
on

a
le

P
h

ot
o 

: 
M

a
ri

n
e 

N
a

ti
on

a
le

P
h

ot
o 

: 
M

a
ri

n
e 

N
a

ti
on

a
le



quent to No. 10, which was delivered in 
March 1943, had fixed wings, all naval 
gear and leading edge slats deleted, and 
additional Army equipment installed. 
Otherwise it was identical to the Navy’s 
SB2C-1.

By late 1943 however the USAAF attrib-
uted the role of 
close ground sup-
port exclusively to 
the fighter-bomber.

In the final event 
the 900  A-25A's 
were delivered, but 
some 410 of them 
were transferred to 
the Marine Corps 
under the designa-
tion SB2C-1A.

As with the Army, 
none was ever used 
in combat.

The A-24A/SB2C-
1A ended their careers in secondary roles 
as trainers, target tugs etc.

The Helldiver was phased out of US Navy 
service in 1949.

The French by then, deeply involved in 
the Indo-China war needed urgent help 
to increase the fighting capability of their 
Aéronavale. Their choice fell upon the 
SB2C-5 as a replacement for the SBD. 

The US government however in the con-
text of its traditional anti-colonial policy 
turned down the French request.

With the begin-
ning of the Korean 
war in May 1950, 
W a s h i n g t o n ’ s 
attitude however 
changed.

After all, its 
fight against the 
Communists in 
Korea was not so 
different from that of 
the French against 
the Communists in 

Indo-China. Thus the ban was lifted, and 
still in 1950 several dozens of SB2C-5s 
were allocated to the Aéronavale.

Flotilla 3F was equipped with the aircraft 
in 1951, followed by the 9F somewhat 
later. In August of 1952 flotilla 3F left 
France with a number of SB2Cs aboard 

the carrier “Arromanches” for a nine 
months tour to Indo-China.

Its mission consisted in hitting the com-
munications system of the Viet-Minh and 
to provide close air support to French 
ground forces.

In these operations it lost one aircraft. 
In May of 1952 the flotilla went back to 
France. 
In Indo-China it was replaced by Flotilla 
9F in August. Its targets remained the 
same as those of the 3F, but with more 
accent on close air support particularly 
in the Red River delta.

After having carried out 824 missions 
with the loss of one aircraft, it was taken 
back to France in August of 1953 aboard 
the carrier “La Fayette”.

Subsequently Flotilla 3F went in for a 
second and final tour.

Operating from land bases in the Hanoi 
region it struck targets in the Tonkin.

It participated massively in the battle 
of Dien Bien Phû from 13 March to 7 
May1954, in which it lost at least anoth-
er aircraft.

After the end of the conflict, surviving 
Helldivers were concentrated in France 
where they were used for training and 
utility purposes, until the last were 
retired in 1958.

The only SB2C Helldiver flying in the 
world today had been donated to the 
CAF in 1971.

Following extensive maintenance work 
after many years in CAF service it made 
an emergency landing during its first 
flight.

In spite of the 
heavy damage 
caused, the West 
Texas Wing of the 
CAF volunteered 
to undertake its 
restoration.

Five years of 
work were nec-
essary and $ 
170,000 had to 
be spent until 
it could be put 
back into the 
skies again in 
September 1988.
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Data Table

CURTISS SB2C-4/5 HELLDIVER

Description : Two-seat carrier-based

dive-bomber.

Propulsion :

One 1900 HP Wright R-2600

Span : 15,16 m (49 ft 9 in)

Gross weight : 5737 kg (16616 lb)

Maximum speed : 475 km/h (275 mph)

Cruise speed : 254 km/h (158 mph)

Range  : 1874 km (1165 mls)

Service ceiling : 8846 m (29100 ft)

Armament : 2 fixed 20 mm canons in 

wings, 2 flexible .30 cal guns in rear

cockpit (twin)

Bombmoad : 454 kg (1000 lb) internal, 

and 454 kg (1000 lb) external.
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SPIRIT OF LEWIS
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This week-end of 
April 24 and 25 
enjoyed an ideal 
weather for these 
two first days of 
the true career of 
our Piper Cub.

At zero hour and 
one minute, on 
April 24, 2004, our 
aircraft became 
fully and perma-
nently insured for 
flight.

The "Spirit of 
Lewis" was very 
happy and, at 
10 A.M. it took 
Patrick Pierre-
Pierre and Gilles 
Avenel up for a familiarization flight of 
30 minutes.

This was the first flight since the ferry 
flight last July, and it was felt by all 
present members as a very important 
event because it was the end of long 
months of frustrating, but necessary, 
patience and hard work.

We wish to take this opportunity to thank 
everyone who participated in the achieve-
ment of these numerous tasks, often at 
the cost of long hours of driving and as 
many personal and important financial 
sacrifices.

It is difficult, for those who have not yet 
been involved in this airplane to imagine 
and understand the number of problems 
that we had to solve since the purchase 
of our Piper Cub, last April.

MONTHS OF WORK

Our lack of experience was immense 
and our choices were sometimes very 
difficult, but, fortunately, they were gen-
erally the best. Along the past year, we 
got some judicious and numerous rec-
ommendations from friends and people 
that we had never met before - who have 
since became friends - and the aeronau-
tical world brotherhood revealed itself, 
once more, as the best remedy to our 
difficulties.

This relative ignorance and our modesty 
may have made some people smile, but 
the help that we got allowed us to make 
another huge step forward, while giving 
of the CAF an image which is positive, 
friendly, and constructive. Our plan has, 

so far, been re-
spected, and if we 
carry on the same 
way, our airplane 
will soon be deco-
rated with the US 
Army Air Force 
colors as it was 
decided during our 
General Assembly, 
last November.

MORE
FLIGHTS

It was then Ber-
nard's turn to 
take to the air 
for a half hour 
above and around 
Chantilly and its 
castle, with, at the 

controls, Gilles Avenel. Back to the base, 
Patrick went up with Fumiko Delfino, 
then Didier Cardinal a moment later.

The pictures printed below show Didier's 
dexterity to sit on the front seat of the 
"Spirit of Lewis"…

Some of the friends present in Persan during the week-end of April 24 & 25. Left to right : Fumiko Delfino, 
Michel Ducreau (Eric's brother), Didier Cardinal, Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Eric Ducreau, Bernard Delfino, Gilles 
Avenel, and Philippe Duflot.

GREAT FLYING AND WORKING WEEK-END WITH NUMEROUS MEMBERS AND THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"
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Didier Cardinal spins the propeller and the engine 
starts at the second blade: A true clock-work !
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Laughing and jokes were a must when everyone 
tried to sit in the Cub's cockpit ! It was no different 
when came Didier's turn…
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One must admit that the access to the 
Cub seats is rather complex, and Didier 
was not the only one to experience this 
kind of difficulty !…

Gilles took over for a flight with Michel, 
Eric Ducreau's brother, before we had a 
well-deserved break for lunch.

Early in the afternoon, we had the 
pleasure to welcome colonel Philippe 
Duflot who was enchanted to meet all 
the members present and our splendid 
Piper Cub.

Discussions went on and numerous 
projects were mentioned before we 
pushed the aircraft back into the hangar 
for the night.

The Sunday enjoyed the same splendid 
weather and we got to the airfield at 10 
A.M., ready for more flights and some 
work to prepare the fuselage for painting.

Gilles was unable to stay with us both 
days and Patrick did the three flights on 
this Sunday, two with Roger Gouzon and 
one with Frédéric Policella. An impro-
vised picnic allowed everyone to enjoy 
some food and was part of the pleasure 

to be all together in such good condi-
tions. Unfortunately, Patrick had to drive 
home, to La Rochelle, before the end 
of the day, and he left at 3 P.M. for a 6 
hours road trip.

In total, we flew 3 hours and 40 minutes 
during the week-end.

Everyone paid for the time he spent in 
flight, according his or her sponsorship 
level, which proved the legitimacy of the 
financing system 
that was adopted 
during our General 
Assembly, last No-
vember.

Then, all the mem-
bers present helped 
with the sanding of 
the fuselage black 
paint to remove the 
civilian markings, 
with a result that we 
did not even hope 
before we started 
this operation, and 
with no harm to the 
fabric.

A lot of work is still to be done : Mainly 
painting and USAAF markings, then the 
fitting of the VHF radio, of the transpond-
er, of the beacon, and a general improve-
ment of the plane's authenticity, thanks 
to WWII items that we hope to locate 
(Binoculars, jerrycan, maps, uniforms, 
tool kits, etc…).

Even if your spare time is limited and 
does not let you do all the things you 
would like to do, you can help us turn 
this plane into something really authen-
tic.

We need all the help we can get from 
everyone. If you're available during the 
months to come, please tell us. You will 
be very welcome !
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Patrick Pierre-Pierre and Fumiko Delfino, happy 
and ready for take-off.
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Semaan Soueid inflate the tyres while Bernard and 
Didier Guillot, friend and work colleague of both in 
British Airways.

The castle of Chantilly and its gardens take a totally different look when they are seen from above.
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Didier Cardinal, Guy Perrin, and the team clean the 
Spirit of Lewis of its fuselage civilian markings.

Above, Roger Gouzon and Patrick are ready for 
take-off. Below, Frédéric Policella and Patrick after 
their flight.
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Saturday April 24. I have been anx-
iously following the met evolution for 
three days. For a change the forecast is 
confirmed. The weather, this morning is 
gorgeous. This bright sunshine suits the 
day  Today, the French Wing J-3 takes to 
the air, after a long rest since its arrival 
in the CAF last July.

This rest was useful. One can see the 
beginning of a change from a common 
J-3 into the future “Spirit of Lewis”. 
The civilian markings are fading away, 
thanks to the efforts of the President and 
his troops. And, in particular, the faith in 
the mechanical good state of the airplane 
is complete after the checks and the care 
that it was given throughout last winter 
by the talented group of mechanics that 
are in the French Wing.

The two pilots of the day, Patrick Pierre-
Pierre and myself, are a bit tense. Claude 
Requi, pretending hypocritically that we 
do not need him, we won't enjoy the com-
pany of the Chief Flight Instructor, we do 
not know the airfield very well, nor the 
area. In addition, there are many air-
planes flying around, and a fairly strong 
cross-wind, which the tail draggers like 
the J-3 do not really fancy. Therefore, 
we decide to do a short practice flight 
together, just to recall the plane's param-
eters, and to see, together, what this is 
all about. 

To show its gratitude to the mechanics 
who took good care of it, the engine starts 
at the second blade. Great. Patrick flies 
a series of circuits and does four per-
fect landings. So good that I have some 
doubts about his status of Colonel who, 
traditionally in the French Air Force, 
means that he should bounce five times 

(Once per stripe). But 
nothing is ever sure : 
After the last touch-
down, Patrick loses his 
concentration and he 
is about to clear the 
runway when a small 
gust makes us do a 
nice 180°. The plane 
that was on short final, 
behind us, overshoots, 
and I cannot refrain 
from protesting slight-
ly. Our ego has been 
hit. This incident, of 

course, calls for some ironic comments 
from the colonels who watched these 
course variations, accompanied by some 
"friendly" jokes.

After lunch, we are back on the job. 
Honor to the President : He will do the 
first of these flights. I shall be at the 
controls. We go to Chantilly and fly over 
the castle. I make sure that we do not fly 
over the villages along our route, and I 
check over my shoulder, every minute, to 
make sure that I can find my way back. 
Imagine that : Getting lost on the first 
flight with the President ! 

All is well. We are soon back in the pat-
tern and I polish my landing so that the 
President can confirm that the Operation 
Officer can really fly. Having performed 
an honorable “kiss landing”, I can feel 
some self-satisfaction deep inside me. 
The speed is under control, we are about 
to clear the runway, and… Bingo ! Some 
gust, and it's my turn : The plane starts 
a 180° that I can't control because I can-
not find the brake pedal under my heel. I 
say a few bad words, the President does 
not say anything, but he thinks about it 
for sure, and we return to the parking 
area. I try to hide my confusion, some 
laugh, Patrick has the decency to make 
no comments. You may wonder why 
I wanted to tell this anecdote. Simply 
because the only comment made by the 
President was  "This will be reported in 
the Newsletter…". Therefore, I preferred 
to tell it myself…

Patrick takes over and takes Fumiko 
on board, then Didier Cardinal. Then I 
have the pleasure to give Eric Ducreau's 
brother his first flight. Two hours and 
twenty minutes of flight today, that 

should make our Piper Cub happy. And 
tomorrow, Patrick will make it fly again. 
For the moment, we give it the usual 
after flight cleaning. Give some French 
Wing colonels some water, a sponge, a 
spray to remove the mosquitoes, and 
you change them into primary school 
students during their break. Some, even 
compared the propeller spinner to some 
feminine attribute that made the fortune 
of Pamela Anderson.

But this is just the expression of the joy 
of getting all of us together around this 
plane which crystallized our dreams for 
several years, and to make it fly.

This joy is also the expression of our 
gratitude and admiration for those who 
flew these planes over Normandy 60 
years ago.

The weather was fine too during this 
summer 1944, but it wasn't the airfield of 
Persan-Beaumont, it was a field between 
rows of apple trees. There wasn't just 
friends around, there were people shoot-
ing at you, trying to shoot you down. It 
wasn't the castle of Chantilly that one 
was flying over, it was artillery positions 
and columns of tanks. When we fly with 
the French Wing's airplane, let's not for-
get what is the reason of our existence.

Let's not forget, either, that flying this 
J-3, it's the result of a collective effort. 
We need pilots and good-willing people to 
operate it. It's a fact that the insurance 
criteria are constricting : It takes time 
and money to get 500 flight hours on 
one's log book, and training on tail drag-
gers is a must, as shown by the small 
incident that Patrick and I experienced. 
But I wish to call for anyone available 
to make this plane fly and support it 
technically and safely during events and 
airshows.

Let us show that the wings on our uni-
form are made for flying  !
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FLIGHT LOG……………………
By colonel and Operation Officer Gilles Avenel



FOR SALE : "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"
LEATHER JACKET

Below, the splendid leather jacket bear-
ing the painting made by col. Hervé Cher-
ry. This jacket is still for sale for 160.00 
Euros ($). The product of this sale will 
go directly into the L Bird project budget, 
and this excellent purchase will be a nice 
way to help our Piper Cub.

OFFER FROM ROY GRINNELL

Roy Grinnell is offering to paint the 
airplane of your choice on a leather 
jacket that you will need to provide. 

The price will vary with the sophistica-
tion of this painting (Type of the plane, 
number, and other details). Call us for 
more information.

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association 
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number 
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com

Executive Officer : Col. Claude REQUI
Tel : 0442287755 - email : claude.requi@free.fr

Finance Officer : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0160260798 - email : 
delta.charlie@wanadoo.fr

Adjutant : Col. Eric DUCREAU
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of 
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or 
complete reproduction of the articles and the illustra-
tions published in this monthly Newsletter is forbid-
den without the agreement of the FW. Please write to 
the Association at the following address : 19 rue de 
Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

 The FSS P.X.

The following articles are available against 
a payment by cheque to the CAF French 
Wing. (Note : Postage is extra unless 
stated otherwise).

• Official Wing patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm:  

40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm. 
framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head:  

8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm: 
 9,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170  grams, L or XL 
 16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170  grams, L or XL: 
 16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your 
choice (Maximum size A5): Send in your 
picture and we will make the Tshirt of your 
dreams (Warning ! Only send pictures that are 
totally free from any copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. pre-
framed: Various:  4,00 each.
• Warbird cards by painter Jean Bellis:  

4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in 
Midland (55mn) VHS PAL:  16,00 ©
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric 
Besançon: F4U Corsair and Messerschmitt 
262 night fighter:  31,00 ©
• Poster of 36 WWII airplanes painted by 
Jean Bellis, 61x81cm:  9,00 (Members) 
 10,00 (Non Membres) ©
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings 
- Normandie Niemen, Corsair F4U7, 
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 
+ P & P  10,00. Signed by veterans : 
 60,00 + P & P  10,00. ©
• Post Cards based on the same paintings 
(B26 Marauder, Corsair, and Neuneu) : 
 0,50 each ©
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters since 
January 2000, French and English, com-
patible PC and Macintosh, <.pdf> format 
readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader : 
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©
• CD Rom of 200 warbird photos taken 
during Airsho in Midland, by B. Delfino : 
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©.

WHEN ONE'S 
LIFE HANGS 

ONTO A WIRE…

Although, in this 
case, it hangs onto 
several wires… 

One may wonder 
how this plane man-
aged to end on these 
telephone wires… 
Missed landing or 
take-off, or simple 
local storm ?…

The fact that the 
flaps are down would tend to prove that the accident occurred during landing. But 
whatever the reason, the bill to get this plane out of this unusual and embarrassing 
position must have been very high.

SAFETY
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BE A SPONSOR OF THE
"SPIRIT OF LEWIS"  !

You always have had a definite interest 
for this plane. You can now become one 
of its Sponsors by choosing one of the 
three levels available, and add pleasure 
to usefulness by flying aboard this legen-
dary WWII airplane.

Here is the list of these levels and their 
price list :

• FLYING SPONSOR : 250 Euros per 
year and 25 Euros per hour.

• RESTORATION SPONSOR : 125 Euros  
per year and 25 Euros per hour.

• SUPPORTING SPONSOR : 50 Euros  
per year and 25 Euros per hour.

• NON-SPONSOR : No annual premium 
and 80 Euros per hour.

A quick calculation shows that, for 
instance, for 50 hours per year, this 
system allows everyone to fly for a very 
modest hourly price :
• Flying Sponsor = 30 Euros,
• Restoration Sponsor = 42,50 Euros,
• Supporting Sponsor = 56 Euros,
• Non-Sponsor = 80 Euros.

This choice is wide enough to allow eve-
ryone of our members to find the level he 
wishes to adopt.


