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EDITORIAL
This month of June, without any
doubt, has been the one which included the greatest number of events
of all kinds, and those of our members who took part in them will understand that the number of activities
was such that it could not materially
be possible to publish this Newsletter
in due time. Sorry !

FRENCH WING - JUNE 2005
BULL'S EYE !

Then, our friends Jim Lux and Sandy
Sansing arrived for a ten days stay,
and the happy conclusion of a project
that had started in 1997. This success honors our Unit which keeps
on trying to fulfil the CAF goals and
objectives.
The very active participation of our
Spirit of Lewis, of its pilots and
mechanics, of the Unit's P.X, and of
numerous members, greatly helped
this series of happy events.
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Colonel Roy Grinnell intended to stay
in France about ten days, but good
surprizes came at a fast rate, and,
finally, Roy had no other choice than
to extend his stay to almost a month,
for the great pleasure of all our members !

COLONELS SANDY SANSING AND ROY
GRINNELL, HEROES OF OUR WING
DURING THIS MONTH OF JUNE 2005 !

Finally, the article about Korea is illustrated by the photo of a famous
pilot. Surprize !…
Bernard
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I wish to personally, and very warmly, thank everyone who allowed this
sequence of successful achievements
and emotions, especially the Mayor
of Puiseux en Retz and his assistants, our favorite interpreter Cindy
pictured here with Sandy, and all the
members of the French Wing. Many of
them spent a great part of their spare
time on this project, and allowed
us to overcome the many obstacles
that we met, and to reach our goals.
MERCI !
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PUISEUX EN RETZ
61 YEARS LATER…

Photo : B. Delfino

By col. B. Delfino

up, that the P-51B Mustang got a shell
through its fuel tank, immediately behind the pilot. The latter flew away from
the combat zone as far as he could but,
with his plane on fire, he had no other
choice than bailing out.

The pilot in question is Virgal E. Sansing. Nicknamed "Sandy", he is in the US
The purpose of the mission was to deAir Force since 1943. Born on December
lay the german convoys that were sup7, 1921, in Bay City, Texas, he joined
posed to counter the Allied forces that
the Army Air Corps in 1941 and became
landed in Normandy two weeks before.
a mechanic on the P-40 Warhawk. In
It's on his third pass, as he was pulling
1943, he went to flight school where he
flew the P-47 Thunderbolt. Then, his
training completed,
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Probably
following
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received from the
French Resistance
which was watching the enemy troop
movements,
the
military authorities
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June 20, 1944. A parachute slowly
comes down over the cute little village
of Puiseux en Retz. Hanging from this
parachute, a fighter pilot whose airplane
has been hit by flak a few minutes before, while he strafed the railway station in Château-Thierry, twenty miles
away…

organized this raid of twelve aircraft on
the railway station of Château-Thierry.
No bombs, no rockets, just a simple
strafing, usually very efficient. Bad
luck and the accuracy of the enemy flak
wanted the Mustang to be on the path of
this fateful shell…
One can easily imagine the thoughts
that went through Sandy's mind as he
was slowly floating down towards the
small village of Puiseux en Retz : Would
he be welcomed by the population ?
Would the german troops that look after
the numerous ammunition depots hidden in the woods take him prisoner and
send him to a camp in Germany ?…
He watched his smoking and burning
disabled plane come down and crash
into a field some distance from him, on
the other side of the village.
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The train station of Château-Thierry today. The surrounding area has changed since 1944. Sandy and his colleagues strafed the station in a North-South direction, from right to left on this picture.

A few seconds later, he landed at the
fringe of a small wood where he quickly
hid away his parachute. Then, losing no
time because enemy soldiers could appear at any time, he walked across the
field, towards the village.
After a relatively short walk, he saw a
woman who was working in a field of
onions. Madame Durand was her name.
When he stood before her, she was a bit
surprized, but she stayed calm. Sandy
showed her the book that all pilots who
flew these missions over enemy territory
carried with them. She read the sentence that Sandy was pointing at, which
said, in French : "I don't want to be taken
prisoner".

Wasting no time, she took Sandy to a
nearby hangar and hid him in a pile of
wood where he stayed for long hours. It
was about time because german soldiers
were there, searching the entire area,
but, they left empty-handed and fuming. They would come back, for sure, so
madame Durand decided to go and see
the Mayor at once, and tell him about
her secret.

Alerted, the family took the decision to
take Sandy to hide with the freedom
fighters. Together with Léon Coigné,
Sandy lived amongst the Resistants until the Allied front line reached the area,
which then allowed him to go back to
England and the USA.

MORE THAN 50
YEARS LATER…
Some 52 years later, thanks to the Central Texas Wing P-38 accident which
already played an important role in the
birth of the French Unit, life made possible the establishment of a very close
and friendly relationship between Sandy
and myself, as well as our wives, Connie
and Fumiko.

Discreetly, Sandy's protection got organized, but one had to be very careful because the village houses were all
searched during the following days.
Sandy was finally hidden in the attic of
the Deslion family's house. The building
was searched entirely, except the top
part whose access was a steep and narrow stairway at the bottom of which was
sitting an enormous dog with menacing
eyes and jaws. The germans refrained
from attempting to climb the stairs,
and Sandy stayed there for about two
weeks.

Photo of madame Durand who was the first one to
meet Sandy after his landing, while she was working
in a field of onions.

Sandy was then
transferred to Soissons where he only
stayed two days.
Risks were increasing and a safer hiding place had to be
found. This is how
he got to the house
of the Coigné family,
in Fère en Tardenois.

Photo : B. Delfino

Photo : Mme Durand

Villagers, amongst whom the teacher,
mademoiselle Lavaux, brought Sandy
his meals that were
Above, Sandy visits the storage room where he stayed, hiding, for many long
days… This hiding place was located in the attic of the Deslion's house in Puiseux
composed by farmen Retz (Below).
ers and patriots,
like mister Lots and
mister Jamez.
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He was sheltered as well and as long
as possible, but walls have ears… and,
a few weeks later, an anonymous letter
from a "good" Frenchman, addressed to
the Kommandantur in Fère, betraying
the Coigné family, was, fortunately, intercepted and destroyed by a friend who
worked in the Post Office.
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It was during a conversation about this
dramatic war story that Sandy asked me
if it would be possible to find the trace
of the people who had saved his life on
many occasions. Sandy's military career
included his active participation in three
different wars (WWII, Korea, and Vietnam), which always stopped him from
start any research.
The information he gave us was very
succinct and fragmentary, but it was a
starting point.
At that time, our Unit was only one year
old, but this did not stop it from adopting this project and do everything possible to reach a successful conclusion.

members will remember how moved
Sandy was to be reunited with the
Coigné family.

entire French Resistance. She received
a standing ovation by more than 3000
people. There was enough there to give
the chills to the most insensitive spectators ! Tears ran down many
cheeks, but they were tears
of joy.
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Thanks to the search started
by col. Eric Ducreau and myself, helped by various town
halls and Veterans' Associations of the Château-Thierry
area, the entire Coigné family
was located after a few weeks,
in Fère en Tardenois, and a
grand reunion became imaginable.

Left : The Coigné family
in 1997. On the left is,
Christiane Hébert, born
Coigné, madame Coigné,
and Léon Coigné, both
deceased today. Christiane, even though she
was only 14 then, took
enormous risks during
the war in the Resistance. It was her who
rode a bike over a distance of about 20 miles
to go and pick up Sandy
when he was transferred
from the city of Soissons
to Fère en Tardenois.

Alas, col. Eric Ducreau who
had participated so actively
to the Coigné family research,
could not participate in this
event. The victim of a very bad
pancreatitis and an hemiplegia, he stayed in various hospitals, going from one operation to another, during almost
three years.

Left : A photo that revealed one of the mysteries of this adventure :
What had happened to
Sandy's
parachute…
We thought we could
discover the remains of
this equipment because
Sandy could not remember exactly where he had
buried it in the woods.
In fact, one villager
had taken it and Mrs.
Plasman's mother had
used the fabric to make
a splendid dress for her
daughter. On the right :
Sandy meets madame
Plasman who, unfortunately, does not have the
dress any more, but she
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Making good use of a private invitation in France of
Sandy and his wife Connie,
together with Jim and Nancy
This inconvenience forced us
Lux, joined by Bob and Lil
to delay to a later date the
Sandy and madame Durand's daughter who was with her mother in the onion
filed. Her mother rightly decided to ask her to go back home when she saw the
Ayars, as well as Hank Potidea that, may be, it could
stricken plane. She only heard about the whole story after the war ended.
ter and his friend Ruth, a
be possible to complete this
very moving reunion took place in Fère
Unfortunately, madame Coigné passed
quest by locating the other people who
en Tardenois at the end of May 1997.
away six months later, and Léon, who
were involved in the rescue of Sandy.
This event was described in details at
was getting old, could not accept the inThe period that followed Sandy's landthe time, and many of our most senior
vitation made by Sandy to come to Texas
ing and his arrival at the Coigné's house
the following year. It was their daughter,
remained a total mystery.
Christiane, who played a great role in
Sandy's protection and risked her life
The various activities of the French
many times, even though she was very
Wing increased this delay significantly.
young at the time, who reacted to this
The Mission 441 commemoration, the
invitation. She was welcomed the most
search for our aircraft, our participation
in the extraordinary way in San Marcos
to many air shows, and everything that
and Midland, where she personified the
has since made the life of our Unit, did
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The village of Puiseux en Retz soon appeared to be the place where Sandy had
landed, as well as the place of the crash.
The people who had helped Sandy, or
their children, were found, one after
the other. This quest was giving up progressively all its secrets… A visit at the
crash site and discussions with the local
farmer gave us some great hopes that we
could find a few bits of Sandy's plane.
When it hit the ground, the aircraft blew
up in thousands of bits that were coming up to the surface of the field. One full
day of digging allowed us to find about
twenty pieces which were presented to
Sandy, the Mayor of Puiseux, and our
Unit for its museum, during the festivities on June 18 and 19, last month.
The way the Mayor and all the inhabitants welcomed Sandy was simply ex-

ceptional ! The village resembled what it
looked like in 1944, and the presence of
more than a dozen US military vehicles
and people dressed as GI's added to the
authenticity of this celebration.
A very moving ceremony at the village
war monument took place and reminded
everyone about the cost of Freedom,
with the national anthems and the famous Chant des Partisans playing in the
background.
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not allow us to resume this search until
last year. Although he was still handicapped by his health problems, col. Eric
Ducreau got on the road again to locate
the place where Sandy had landed, the
place of his plane crash, and everyone
who took part in the protection of our
hero.

ous members of the French Wing who
attended this event, of moving celebrations, of exchanges of presents,
of thoughts, of memories, and of visits
where Sandy stayed, will remain in the
mind of all participants for ever as the
simple and legitimate realization of a
wish that Sandy expressed 8 years before.

MISSION

ACCOMPLISHED !

BRAVO

EVERYONE !

Then, almost magically, a local collector appeared and
showed
everyone
Sandy's helmet and
goggles.
Amazed
and moved, Sandy
wore them for a few
minutes, the time to
take a few pictures.
These two days,
made of meals offered by the village
to
the
villagers
and to the numer-

Above : Four of the main instigators of this project. From left to right, Jim Lux,
Bernard Delfino, Eric Ducreau, and Sandy Sansing.
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General view of Puiseux and the area. The numbers give the following main references : 1 : Landing of Sandy and meeting with Mrs. Durand, 2 : Sandy's Mustang
crash site, 3 : Hangar where Sandy was hidden by Mrs. Durand in a pile of wood, 4 : Behind the trees, the water mill and the house of the Deslion family, 5 : Town
Hall of Puiseux en Retz and the village recreation hall where took place the festivities of June 18 and 19, 2005, 6 : Village of Soucy, 7 : Village of Vivières.
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BACK FROM THE FRONT..................
FROM THE UNIT LEADER
BERNARD DELFINO

BOARD OF ADMINISTRATION
JUNE MEETING

FROM THE FINANCE OFFICER
PHILIPPE DUFLOT

"8 MAY 1945 - UNPUBLISHED IMAGES"

The Board of' administration was unable
to meet since May 6, 2005. The intense
and incessant activities since that date
did not allow for it. However, its members
met frequently and took these opportunities to treat the discussion points as they
appeared :

2005/2006 ANNUAL DUES

Would talking about another of colonel
Daniel Costelle's production be an exaggerated publicity ?… Not at all ! This short
article is only the consequence of the admiration that I felt after I read this book
for the first time.
This collection of extraordinary photos
comes with a text of a rare intelligence
which puts a lot of things back in their
place by refreshing memories which are
fading away too fast. Time has too often a
tendency to let historical facts drift away,
a phenomenon increased by the assertions of so-called historians.
Daniel Costelle, very young during WWII,
lets us share his day-to-day life during
this dramatic and historical period. He
does so while retaining the freshness and
the innocence of the young kid he was.
Many will find themselves in this remarkable text.
As for me, I was fascinated from the very
first page, and I was unable to close this
book until I finished reading it ! I read it
again several times since, discovering,
every time, new reasons to like the brilliance of this piece of work. Therefore, I
thank Daniel Costelle and I congratulate
him for this new and amazing publication.

• French Wing Van : A problem with the
forward wheels asked for a replacement
of the tyres and an adjustment of the
parallelism. This operation is scheduled
for July 12, and will allow us to get the
annual technical certificate for the year.
• 2005 Annual Dues : If your name is
not on the list in the right hand column,
please do hurry and pay these dues, if
only by respect for those who spend their
spare time for the normal running of our
Unit.
• Projects that have been accomplished
during last month : Roy Grinnell's stay,
the 50th Anniversary of the Navy base in
Dugny-Le Bourget (June 4), Sandy Sansing and Jim Lux visit, the commemoration in Puiseux en Retz (18 and 19 June),
all these projects were successfully accomplished, thus rewarding those who
did everything possible to that purpose.
• Activities of the Spirit of Lewis : The
airplane flew 11:35 during the week-end
in Puiseux, and a few other hours locally. It behaved admirably. Bad weather
stopped it from participating in the airshow in Tours, and in the week-end in
Dieppe. For the latter, col. Gilles Avenel
kindly lent his Jurca as a replacement
airplane, which resulted in a fantastic
week-end for all participants. A big
MERCI Gilles and Chantal ! (More on this
next month…).
• The project of a hangar acquisition is
moving forward fast, thanks to the many
gifts received. You will see, on the last
page, this evident progress, especially if
you compare the figures with last month
ones.
• Selling of the French Wing prints : All
our members are required to do their
promotion among their friends, family
members, and relations !!!

Too many members haven't paid their
French Wing dues yet. I ask them to do
this at once and send their cheque or
cash ASAP.
Members residing in Europe :
Colonels : 50,00 Euros.
Associate Members : 50,00 Euros.
Cadets : 20,00 Euros.
Friends of the French Wing : 40,00 Euros
Members residing in the USA :
Colonels : $ 50,00 cash.
Friends of the French Wing : $ 40,00 cash
MEMBERS WHO ARE UP TO DATE
WITH THEIR FRENCH WING DUES
FOR YEAR 2005/2006
Gilles Avenel, Bob Ayars, Lilian Ayars,
Paul Barland, Christophe Bastide,
Bunty Bateman, Frédéric Baudin, Guy
Bortolus, Damien Bourgaux, Henri
Bourrassier, Bertrand Boussert, Claude
Cardinal, Didier Cardinal, Ernest Cartigny, Jean Chatel, William Davies,
Jean-Christophe Debuisson, Dominique
Deudon, Bernard Delfino, Fumiko Delfino, Claude De Marco, Jacques Delorme,
Yves Donjon, Stéphane Duchemin,
Philippe Duflot, Eric Ducreau, Patrick
Ferré, John Francis, Marcel Francisci,
Christian Frézard, Guillaume Frézard,
Claude Gascon, Louis-Jean Gioux, Lucien Goubard, Roger Gouzon, Patrick
Gremez, Roy Grinnell, Irène Grinnell, Aubrey Hair, Barbara Hair, Yves
Houssin, Rick Hudlow, Louise Hudlow,
Alain Jimenez, William Katsones, David
Kelly, Marcel Ledoux, Julien Lepelletier, Jacques Leroux, George Lodge,
Jim Lux, Cédric Malhaire, Georges
Marcelin, Jean-Claude Miniggio, Guy
Perrin, Michel Perrin, Jean-Claude
Petit, Betty Piland, Patrick Pierre-Pierre,
Frédéric Pollicella, David Price, Hervé
Quefféléant, Claude Requi, Guy Robert, John P. Roeder, Marcel Ruppert,
Sandy Sansing, Serge Séguret, Semaan
Soueid, Fraye Stokes, Haruo Tanaka,
Alphonse Thiry, Christian Tournemine,
Gilles Troussart, Roger Vaucamp, JeanJacques Vaucher, Bernard Violette, Orlan Wichman, Stella Wilkes.
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NEWS
FRENCH WING 2005
ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CHANGES IN THE
CAF CONSTITUTION

dress < diradmin@cafhq.org >, or by fax to
00 1 432 563 80 46, or by mail sent to :

19 NOVEMBER 2005 AT 14H30

Everyone of you know the text of the Commemorative Air Force Constitution, mainly
centered on the men and the aircraft of
WWII.

Keith LAWRENCE
PO BOX 62000
MIDLAND
TEXAS 79711-2000
USA

Next November 19, 2005, our Wing Annual
General Assembly will take place, in the
Hotel ACADIE in Tremblay en France, at
14h30 sharp. (Any change in this arrangement, depending on the availability of the
rooms in Hotel ACADIE, will be announced
in these pages).
It will include the election of our Association PRESIDENT. Any member who is
eligible and wishing to apply for this job
needs to send his written application no
later than November 04, 2005. Are eligible all CAF colonels who are up to date
with their CAF and French Wing annual
dues, and fulfil the following conditions,
extracted from our Wing Internal Rules :
"The minimum conditions required include
at least one (1) year seniority as a Regular
Member of the Commemorative Air Force
Inc. and the French Wing, an ability to
manage the Association affairs, a perfect
knowledge of the Constitution and the
rules of the Commemorative Air Force Inc.
and the law of the land, a good appearance, be able to talk in public, a perfect
morality, a good knowledge of the English
language, and, if possible, have an aeronautical background".

MARVILLE AIRSHOW
2, 3, & 4 SEPTEMBER 2005
Our Unit will be present during the great
airshow in Marville organized by the Armée
de l'Air, on September 2, 3, et 4. Marville is
located about 28 miles North of Verdun.
This airshow main theme will be the 50th
Anniversary of the arrival of the Canadian
Air Force on this NATO base, and will include many aircraft, old and modern, as
well as 150 canadian veterans who were
posted in Marville.
We will be there with our Piper Cub "Spirit
of Lewis" and our PX. Should you be interested in participating, we thank you for
telling us as soon as possible your date of
arrival and departure, the number of hotel
nights you need, as well as the number of
beds.

Time flies and WWII veterans are leaving
us at a pace that is far too fast, against
which, unfortunately, we cannot do anything, except adapt ourselves the best that
we can to these changes.
For that purpose, the CAF authorities have
decided to put to a vote some changes in
the Constitution as briefly described here
below :
1a- The general nature of this organisation
is to preserve WWII aircraft in flying condition…
Change :
1b- The general nature of this organisation
is to preserve military aviation heritage aircraft in flying condition…
2a- The General Staff has been, until now,
composed of 11 elected members.
Change :
2b- The General Staff will be composed of
10 elected members and the President of
the organisation with all voting and membership rights of a regular member (In today's conditions, col. Bob Rice will become
President of the CAF and will occupy this
11th position).
These changes remove all restrictions to
the actions and the aircraft collection of
the CAF, and will allow us to include all
other wars that have taken place since
1945 (Korea, Gulf, etc…), but also those
that took place before WWII, like World
War One.
Everyone of us will need to vote to approve - or disapprove - these propositions,
during the vote that will take place during
the CAF General Assembly on Friday September 30, in Midland.
If you don't intend to go to Midland, you
must send a written request for a ballot to
Keith Lawrence at the following email ad-

AIRSHO 2005
1 & 2 OCTOBER 2005
The CAF annual airshow will be dedicated
to the 60th Anniversary of the 1945 Victory. All WWII veterans will be welcomed in
a very special way. They will need to make
themselves known as soon as they will get
to the airport.
Many aircraft will be present and will perform the traditional "American Airpower
Heritage" show of the main air battles of
WWII. A commemorative flight will put in
the air 60 aircraft that will fly in formation,
and a big fireworks will take place on Saturday night.
The members of our Unit who will travel
to Midland are invited to make themselves
known by the French Wing Board of Administration as soon as possible.

2005 SPONSORS OF THE
SPIRIT OF LEWIS
FLYING SPONSORS
Gilles Avenel (Pilote), Bernard Delfino,
Fumiko Delfino, Marcel Francisci, Claude
Gascon (Pilote), Roger Gouzon, Irene
Grinnell, Roy Grinnell, Alain Jimenez,
Jean-Claude Miniggio (Pilote), Patrick
Pierre-Pierre (Pilote), Sandy Sansing,
Serge Séguret (Pilote), Société SKY RUNNER, Regis Urschler
RESTORATION SPONSORS
Didier Cardinal, Georges Marcelin
SUPPORTING SPONSORS
"Sierra Hotel" A-26 Group, Bunty Bateman,
Henri Bourrassier; William Davies, JeanChristophe Debuisson, Dominique Deudon, Claude De Marco, Stéphane Duchemin, Louis-Jean Gioux, Patrick Gremez,
Barbara Hair, Aubrey Hair, Yves Houssin,
Elzéard Ligneul, George Lodge, Cédric
Malhaire, Guy Perrin, John Roeder.
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ROY GRINNELL IN PARIS
By col. Bernard Delfino

If our friend Roy Grinnell's art show, in
the restaurant of the Aéroclub de France,
had the success that it deserved, it was
also the starting point of a visit which
was full of events that Roy insisted on
using to promote the French Wing and
the Commemorative Air Force.

This show in Le Bourget lasted more
than a month since it opened on June 9,
and closed on July 12. It was the reason
for Roy's decision
to double the duration of his stay in
France, which went
from 15 to 30 days,
for our greatest
pleasure.

Photo : B. Delfino

Started at the end of April, it ended on
May 26 with a meal that included these
members and some guests like Christiane Setzer of the AéCF, and famous
pilot Jack Krine.

Above : Soon available as lithographs signed by the pilot and the artist, this amazing portrait painted by
Roy of one of the two B-26 Marauder which survived the murderous defences of the Japanese fleet, during
their torpedo attack, during the Battle of Midway. Flown by James P. Muri, the plane nicknamed "Susie-Q"
dropped his torpedo and had to climb to fly over the deck of the Akagi ! It was hit many times during the
attack, and its crew were all injured, but the plane returned to Midway. There, people counted the holes
in the plane, but they stopped when they reached 500 because more than half of the plane remained to be
checked !… A splendid painting to the glory of the B-26 Marauder and its crews !

Above : A very small part of the restaurant in the AéCF showing a few of the
paintings that were displayed.

It was on this occasion that Roy was
told by General Remy that the leaders
of Association Peintres de l'Air et de
l'Espace (Painters of the Air and Space),
had decided to invite Roy to display two
of his paintings in the Musée de l'Air
et de l'Espace in Le Bourget, another
highly prestigious place of our national
aviation.
This extraordinary invitation, turned
Roy into the very first American Artist
to be asked to participate to this event.
A very great honor that surprized and
pleased everyone, starting with Roy
Grinnell himself.

In the mean time, on
June 4, took place
the ceremony that
celebrated the 50th
Anniversary of the
creation of the Navy
base in Dugny-Le
Bourget, commanded by Capitaine
de Corvette Alain
Quentric.
The latter met Roy
accidentally while
he was visiting the
Ailes
Anciennes

It allowed him to
attend the cocktail
that was given in
the afternoon of
June 15, and to
meet many famous
French Artists.

Association in Le Bourget, in 2004. He
ordered a painting of the most typical airplane operated from this base, a
Morane-Saulnier 760 Paris (See picture
on the first page). Roy was, of course,
on the list of the honored guests to this
ceremony, as well as our Association
which was authorized to land the Spirit
of Lewis on this prestigious airport. The
air traffic controllers, used to handle
jets of all types, were very interested by
the arrival of this modest - but highly
historical - aircraft ! On board were colonels Gilles Avenel, a former Officer of
the Aéronavale in Le Bourget, and Eric
Ducreau who paid himself this flight
and this landing on the airport where
Charles Lindbergh had landed after his
flight across the Atlantic.

Photo : B. Delfino

For our members, it was a real pleasure
to finally see these pictures exhibited in
such a prestigious place as the oldest
aeronautical organization in France !

Peinture : Roy Grinnell

Prepared and set up by colonels
Philippe Duflot, Eric Ducreau, and
Bernard and Fumiko Delfino, this art
show represented an amount of work
that was not negligible. It pleased the
customers not used to such a variety
and the quality of the 23 paintings that
were displayed.

Above : Commandant Alain Quentric gave us an excellent speech. On the
right, the Mayor of Dugny, and in the back-ground, Alain's wife.
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were then neutral,
the famous Escadrille La Fayette.

Photo : B. Delfino

There, Raoul Lufbery got 5 kills that
made of him the
very first American
Ace. In those days,
it was not an easy
thing to get a kill
officially accepted :
The aircraft had to
fall in allied lines,
and the kill obAbove : Roy Grinnell and Christiane Setzer of the AéCF during the cocktail of
the art show of the Peintres de l'Air in the Air Museum at Le Bourget. Note, in
served by two witthe back-ground, the other painting displayed, the Normandie-Niemen.
nesses who were
After a well-organized ceremony, sufnot related and did not know each other.
ficiently short to keep the assistance
This why the total of his 17 kills is probinterested, a fantastic meal was served
ably a very modest figure, far away from
to everyone. Then the base opened its
reality.
doors to the public which
allowed our PX to sell a few
items.

Son of an American father and a french
mother, he started travelling around the
world at the age of 17. In Asia, he met pilot Marc Pourpe and became his mechanic. Together, they visited, amongst others,
Cambodia, Indochina, and China.

When the war broke out, they both got
into the Foreign Legion and were posted
to Squadron N° 23. Pourpe was killed
on December 02, 1914, after 30 war
missions. Lufbery was posted to Squadron 124, which became the Escadrille
Américaine, then, following a complaint
from Germany that argued that the USA

Alas ! All the tombstones were covered
with a thick sheet of plastic or hidden
behind wooden panels. All… except one
whose protection had been pulled aside
by a mysterious hand, as
shown on the photo below :
The Raoul Lufbery one !…

How will the French Wing become involved in this project ?… Thanks to the
painting that Roy is going to do in a near
future.

This strange situation gave
us the chills and left Roy and
myself very perplex. Should
we consider this as a sign or
a simple coincidence ?… We
left this question unanswered
and carried on with our visit
of this extraordinary building
whose quietness and tranquillity calls for nothing but the
gathering of one's thoughts.

Making good use of the rest of the day,
we decided to get in touch with the La
Fayette Escadrille Memorial Foundation authorities, and asked them if they
would be interested by this commemora-

Roy is already at
work on the other
side of the Atlantic
to get the help and
support from the
American Aces Association and other
people who will be
interested in this
project.
The
lithographs
that will be printed
from this painting
will bare the colors
of the French Wing as the master organization, as well as the signatures of
as many American Aces as possible.
Our visit to the La Fayette Escadrille
Memorial, in the gardens of Saint Cloud,
in Marnes La Coquette, near Paris, was
full of emotions and presented a series

Photo : B. Delfino

Raoul, Gervais, Victor Lufbery is probably one of the
best suited to materialize the
French-American friendship.

Getting inside the crypt presented some
obvious risks that were far from negligible. Therefore, we were very careful
while we visited this sacred place where
rest nine of the La Fayette Escadrille
pilots.

Photo : B. Delfino

Roy took the opportunity of
his stay in Paris to enquire
about a project that he has
had in mind for some time : To
honor the very first American
Ace, Raoul Lufbery, in 2006,
the year of the 90th anniversary of this event.

of obstacles that we had to overcome to
visit this beautiful monument : Under
restoration for the past two years, and
until the end of this year, we had to convince the workers to let us in who kindly
agreed after we gave them some explanations. It's a fact that travelling 6000
miles to find a place closed, is a reason
that would have convinced anyone !

tion, and how. They welcomed us very
warmly, and, at this point of the project,
we have good hopes to work with their
support. However, a financial help does
not seem possible because of the cost of
the restoration that is being carried out
on the building, of more than 2,5 millions Euros !
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Photo : E. Ducreau

Photo : E. Ducreau

The flight was perfect. How could it be
any different since the two occupants
of the plane were two artists ? One as a
painter, and the other as a pilot…

show everyone who does not believe that
he is capable of such a strength, that
anything is possible for someone determined enough.

After
several
years of relentless fights, she
became the very
first
paraplegic woman in
France to get
her PPL.

Jacqueline told her story in a wonderful book called "A Dream, a Father, an
Airplane".

Her father, Jean
Clerc, an exceptionally
good
man gave her a proof of his love when
he built an airplane for her, in the basement of his house : A Criquet named
"Four Aces".

Photo : E. Ducreau

Jacqueline decided to fly,
without any assistance, along
the path of the french mail
service, the Aéropostale, from
Paris to Dakar. She made it
in 7 days and 8 hops ! This
performance was rewarded by
the well-deserved medal of the
Légion d'Honneur.
Then followed two tours
around France, on her own.
An example that managed to

Everyone will therefore easily understand that Roy immediately became
amazed by such a strong personality. A
sincere friendship started between them
and Roy will soon do a painting of Jacqueline's plane, "Four aces".
Roy's stay being extended, he was able
to participate in the commemoration
at Puiseux en Retz, and to appreciate the warm welcome given by the
Mayor, his team, and all the villagers.
The weather was
simply
gorgeous
during this historical week-end,
as it was during
Roy's entire stay in
France.

Photo : Coll. J. Clerc

That was the problem that Jack Krine
had to face after inviting Roy to fly the
La Ferté-Alais Piper Cub… The pictures
above show that it is not impossible, but
to say the least… difficult ! Our friends
made it, but only by asking Roy to sit on
the rear seat, well "folded" and strapped
in !

ing licence, and she did all she could to
get her private pilot licence. She had to
find enough courage, tenacity, faith, and
patience to get there.

Photo : Coll. J. Clerc

How do you get a guy who is more than six
feet tall in the cockpit of a Piper Cub ?…

At the age of six, Jacqueline was the
victim of poliomyelitis that left her two
legs paralyzed. This handicap triggered
an irresistible wish to overcome the situation that this virus had left her in. As
she grew older, Jacqueline got her driv-

Photo : Coll. J. Clerc

Roy's visit to La Ferté-Alais allowed him
to meet an exceptional woman : Jacqueline Clerc whom some of our readers
may already know ? (Photo above).

The only negative
aspect of his trip
was the fact that his
wife Irene, was unable to join him. Next
time may be ?… We
sincerely hope so.
Roy was very sad to
leave and return to
Texas, but he went
back home with his
mind full of happy
memories
and
promising projects
because, as many
know, Roy is a mine
of good ideas that
materialize
very
often !
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WAR IN KOREA !
An article by John P. Roeder and Michel Perrin

55 years ago, 25 June 1950: Communist
North Korean forces invade the U.S.friendly South Korean Republic, by
crossing the 38th Parallel which separated the North from the South.
Direct American aid to the hard pressed
South Korean army was approved by
the United Nations on 27 June 1950,
with 15 other UN member states committing to provide military forces.

Photo : V. Sansing

The air war was to remain mainly an
affair of the USAF, the USN and the
USMC, although contributions by
British Commonwealth air units were
far from being negligible.
Among the motley mix of U.S. combat
aircraft operated in the Korean conflict
the propeller driven F-51 Mustang, B26 Invader, B-29 Superfortress, F4U
Corsair and AD2 Skyraider were outstanding. The Korean war however also
brought the massive introduction of
jets into air warfare. Besides the USAF
F-80 Shooting Star, F-84 Thunderjet
and F-86 Sabre the Navy’s F9F Panther
and F2H Banshee deserve mentioning.
Finally it should be pointed out that
North Korea also became the scene of
the first jet-to-jet combats in history.

From November 1950 Russian built
MIG-15 jet fighters based in Manchuria
and flown by Russian, Chinese, East
European as well as North Korean
pilots began to appear in increasing
numbers in the North-Western Korean
airspace subsequently known as the
“MiG-Alley”.
The only Allied aircraft that could
roughly match the MiG’s performance
was the F-86 Sabre, the first of which
arrived in Korea in December 1950. Of
811 MiGs downed, Sabres claimed no
less than 792 for the loss of 78. This
was due to the superior skill and experience of the American pilots rather
than their aircraft.

Photo : V. Sansing

The following statistics should give a
broader view of the achievements of air
power until an armistice was signed on
27 July 1953.

Virgal Sandy Sansing during the Korean War,
and… without a moustache ! Top right, his F-86E.

During the conflict the USAF flew
729,980
sorties,
dropping
some
418,400 tons of bombs, firing 36,900
rockets and 167 million rounds of MG
ammunition for the loss of 139 aircraft.
In addition 167,600 sorties were flown
by the USN and 107,300 by the USMC.
Navy and Marines aircraft dropped
some 202,000 tons of bombs and fired
272,000 rounds of rockets for the loss
of 1,176 aircraft.
Communist losses through air attack
have been assessed as follows: 963

locomotives and 10,407 railroad cars
destroyed, 28,621 rail cuts achieved.
1,327 tanks, 82,920 soft vehicles and
593 barges smashed. 1,153 bridges
and 65 tunnels rendered unusable.
8,663 gun positions, 8,839 underground shelters, 118,231 buildings and
16 oil storage tanks destroyed. 184,000
enemy troops eliminated.
The purpose of this article was not to
give a detailed account of the Korean
War, in which three million soldiers,
mostly Chinese, and one and a quarter million civilians perished. It was to
illustrate the achievements of Allied
air power in the conflict without which
South Korea would have been lost to
the Communists.
After three years of bitter fighting it
was however also clear that none of the
opponents could win, unless the war
would be extended into China, using
nuclear weapons.
From the spring of 1993 the U.S. no
longer ruled out that possibility. This
finally forced the Reds to conclude an
armistice.
On 27 July 1953 both sides were back
on the 38th Parallel from where it all
had started three years before. The
status quo had been re-established,
with the result that today – 52 years
later – Communist North Korea is on
the way of becoming a nuclear power.
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The FW P.X.
The following articles are available against
a payment by cheque to the CAF French
Wing. (Note : Postage is extra unless
stated otherwise).
• Official Wing patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm: 
40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm.
framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head: 
8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm:
 9,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grams, L or XL
 16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grams, L or XL:
 16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your
choice (Maximum size A5): Send in your
picture and we will make the Tshirt of your
dreams (Warning! Only send pictures that are
totally free from any copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. preframed: Various:  4,00 each.
• Warbird cards by painter Jean Bellis: 
4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in
Midland (55mn) VHS PAL:  16,00 ©
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric
Besançon: F4U Corsair and Messerschmitt
262 night fighter:  31,00 ©
• Poster N°1 of WWII airplanes and N°2
of post-war era, painted by artist Jean
Bellis, 61x81cm:  9,00 (Members) 
10,00 (Non Members) ©
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings
- Normandie Niemen, Corsair F4U7,
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00
+ P & P  10,00. Signed by veterans :
 60,00 + P & P  10,00. ©
• Post Cards based on the same paintings
(B26 Marauder, Corsair, and Neuneu) :
 0,50 each ©
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters since
January 2000, French and English, compatible PC and Macintosh, <.pdf> format
readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader :
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©
• CD Rom of 200 warbird photos taken
during Airsho in Midland, by B. Delfino :
 10,00 P & P inclusive ©.

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Eric DUCREAU
tél : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com
Finance Officer : Col. Philippe DUFLOT
Tel : 0134078634 - email : skyrunner@wanadoo.fr
Adjutant : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or
complete reproduction of the articles and the illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the FW. Please write to
the Association at the following address : 19 rue de
Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

HANGAR
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE HANGAR PROJECT
SKY RUNNER - EPSON
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE
DIFFUSION SERVICE

GIFTS TO
THE HANGAR
ACQUISITION
PROJECT



We sincerely thank the
following members and
friends for their generosity
and the help they gave to
this hangar acquisition
project during the past
month :
Gilles Avenel, Christophe
Bastide, Bunty Bateman,
Didier Cardinal, Bernard
Delfino, Fumiko Delfino,
Claude De Marco, Yves
Donjon, Eric Ducreau,
Michel Duflot, Philippe
Duflot, Christian Falentin,
Marcel Francisci, Claude
Gascon, Roy Grinnell,
Barbara et Aubrey Hair,
Eric
Janssonne,
Jim
Lux, and Jean-Jacques
Vaucher.
These numerous gifts are
made of direct donations,
or the result of the sale of
articles they donated to the
French Wing PX.
The commemorative event
in Puiseux en Retz and
the Spirit of Lewis flights
represent a substential
increase, to such a point
that our savings now exceed
7500 Euros ($ 9000.00) !
A big THANK YOU for the
confidence you all have in
our Association !
Thanks to your growing
enthusiasm and the interest
you have for the CAF and
the French Wing, it seems
that this project will reach
a happy ending sooner than
we were hoping.

Philippe DUFLOT
Gilles AVENEL
Didier CARDINAL
Eric DUCREAU
Jim LUX
Jean-Jacques VAUCHER
EPSON
Christophe BASTIDE
Christian FALENTIN
Claude GASCON
Roy GRINNELL
Eric JANSSONNE
Yves DONJON
Bernard DELFINO
Claude DE MARCO
George LODGE
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE
Haruo TANAKA
John ROEDER
Bunty BATEMAN
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Elzéard LIGNEUL
Bill KATSONES
Fumiko DELFINO
Didier CARDINAL
Marcel FRANCISCI
Roger GOUZON
Aubrey & Barbara HAIR
Georges MARCELIN
Bunty BATEMAN
SKY RUNNER
Michel DUFLOT
Événements French Wing
DIFFUSION SERVICE
Intérêts Bancaires Annuels

20,00
70,00
30,00
50,00
166,00
50,00
1275,00
30,00
11,00
30,00
78,00
17,00
5,00
1283,50
10,00
50,00
500,00
26,00
50,00
79,00
50,00
100,00
27,00
160,50
77,72
310,00
8,25
75,00
125,00
113,16
615,00
150,00
1488,50
150,00
246,72

TOTAL

7527,35
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