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EDITORIAL

Every month that goes by brings its share of 
work, satisfaction, and disappointment. The 
month of July did not fail that rule, as you 
will realize when you read this issue of our 
Newsletter.

The Air Show in Cambrai was a real success, 
thanks to some nice weather, our airplane, our 
booth, and the very warm welcome given to us 
by our friends of the French Air Force.

The Tour de France was, on the other hand, re-
duced to a 3 minutes flight, at the end of which 
we had to work non-stop for two weeks to get 
the Spirit of Lewis back in the air. The report 
that you were expecting on this Tour de France 
has, therefore, been replaced with another one, 
less exciting but just as important : A report 
which will explain the reasons of this major 
break-down. A problem so serious that we were 
forced to simply cancel this raid all together, 
and call for volunteers who, in this summer 
holidays period, were far too rare.

Some members are still late for the payment 
of their French Wing annual dues. I wish to 
thank those who were kind enough to tell me 
about their decision, or to apologize for being 
late. Those who ignored my messages and let-
ters have been taken off the list of Newsletter 
addressees. Their subscription will start again 
when they regularize their situation. As for those 
who haven't paid their CAF annual dues, they 
have been written off the list of French Wing 
members as required by the CAF rules. Fortu-
nately, during these past weeks, we have wel-
comed several new members who compensate 
for these regrettable, and too often mysterious, 
defections.

Finally, we will soon welcome our American 
friends who are coming over to commemorate 
the 90th Anniversary of Raoul Lufbery becom-
ing the very first american Ace. Should you 
wish to participate in their tour, we thank you 
for advising us as soon as possible.

Bernard 
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FLOWN BY COLS. PATRICK PIERRE-PIERRE AND 
ROGER GOUZON (BELOW), THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS" 
WAS VERY POPULAR.
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COLS. CLAUDE GASCON AND FUMIKO DELFINO 
HAVE FLOWN THE SHORTEST TOUR DE FRANCE 
OF ALL TIMES : 3 MINUTES !… READ THE EXPLANA-
TIONS ON PAGES 4 AND 5.
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CAMBRAI 2006

Last air show of our 2006 program - but 
not the last event - the French Air Force 
Airshow in Cambrai compensated for 
the impossibility we had been to attend 
a similar one in Orléans, on June 11, 
because we had already planned, months 
before this event, the celebration of the 
10th Anniversary of our Unit in Le 
Plessis-Belleville.

The airplane and the PX were on site 
on Friday June 30, as required by the air 
show authorities.

Colonels Patrick Pierre-Pierre and Roger 
Gouzon flew our Piper Cub between 
Le Plessis-Belleville and Cambrai, and 
return, while colonels Fumiko and 
Bernard Delfino drove the PX van.

The proximity of Cambrai allowed the 
Spirit of Lewis to fly non-stop, despite 
the need to circle around for 20 minutes 
on arrival due to some intense traffic on 
the base. The beautiful weather made 
these trips a real joy and, as expected, the 
intense week-end traffic on the motor-
way was the only real problem.

Our Air Force 
friends welcomed 
us very warmly 
and getting the 
passes was amaz-
ingly easy.

The Cambrai 
Air Base author-
ities did all they 
could to make 

our stay a memorable one. To our sur-
prize, they provided us with free hotel 
rooms in the Cambrai suburbs as well 
as a free mini-bus. This first class treat-
ment was not limited to the CAF French 
Wing. It applied to all aircraft and their 
personnel, which gives an idea of the 
great quality of this event organization !

There was lots of airplanes ! The base 
Mirage fighters were the stars of the 
show. They were surrounded by the 
Alphajet of the Patrouille de France, 
the Pilatus of the Swiss team, the 
Cartouches Dorés, the Breitling aero-
batic team, two F-16 that came from 
abroad, several Dassault Rafale, some 
Phantom, and many others. The classics 
and the warbirds included aircraft from 
all eras from the thirties to the sixties : 
A Morane-Saulnier 406 that came from 
Switzerland, a Piper Cub (The Spirit of 
Lewis), an ME 208, a T-6, a Fairchild, a 
Stearman, a Stampe, a Morane-Saulnier 
733, a T-28, a Vampire, a Yak 11, and 
two Flamand.

Report and photos by col. B. Delfino
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Colonel Philippe Duflot came with his 
wife Danielle. They joined us on the 
Saturday afternoon. This day only saw a 
few hundred visitors authorised to access 
the base : The soldiers' families and spot-
ters who had taken the trouble to register 
beforehand on the Internet.

The crews took the opportunity of this 
quiet day to rehearse their presentation 
for the following day air display which 
was announced as excellent, thanks to an 
ideal weather.

We left our hotel early to set up the 
French Wing PX and avoid the traffic 
jams caused by the visitors who were 
allowed on the base at 09:30 A.M. Time 
was flying and as it went by, the crowd got 
bigger an bigger, to such a point that for 
just that Sunday the number of spectators 
probably exceeded the expected 30000 !

The very good surprize of the day was the 
arrival of col. Michel Fleury (Photo below, 
on the right, with cols. Patrick Pierre-Pierre 
and Philippe Duflot). He had come with 
his wife Laure. They drove across the 
country to take part in this airshow and 
join the French Wing in one of its activi-
ties. A big Thank You to both of them for 
such an exemplary enthusiasm !

The French Wing PX, mainly manned 
by col. Fumiko Delfino and Danielle 
Duflot, made some good business, 
and we met a really nice public whose 
warmth is typical of the people living in 
the northern part of France.

The show was well commented by Air 
Force retired Colonel Antoine. It nicely 

mixed old and modern aircraft, a show 
punctuated by the demonstrations of 
various aerobatic teams, among which, 
the Swiss one, flying the Pilatus aircraft, 
was highly appreciated by the public. 
The same applied to the French team, 
the Patrouille de France which always 
draws a crowd wherever they fly.

The size of the base in Cambrai is such 
that one had to walk a lot to see every-
thing. The planes were aligned along the 
immense tarmac, and many gift shops 
were spread over the entire base. Eating 
would have been no problem, if it had 
not been for the length of the queues. 
But for whom was patient enough, 
the portions were so big that one was 
enough to feed three people, especially 
the area speciality : The French Fries !

We were sorry to leave our friends of 
the French Air Force after a week-end 
that had been far too short. The Spirit of 
Lewis flew back to its base and Bernard 
and Fumiko did the same by road with 
the French Wing van.

From top to bottom : 
A general view of 
the area where were 
parked the Classic 
airplanes, a splendid 
T-28, an Me 208, the 
Spirit of Lewis during 
its presentation, the 
Patrouille de France, 
the base of Cambrai 
Mirage 2000, and two 
Flamand.
Previous page : The 
Morane-Saulnier 406, 
a big star of the show, 
and its modern equiva-
lent, the Mirage 2000.



BREAKDOWN

A drop in compression of 
cylinder number 2 of the 
Spirit of Lewis, discovered 
last year, was confirmed 
during the annual check last 
June. The pressures, which 
were within tolerances on 
both occasions, showed, 
however, a tendency to 
deteriorate. An investigation 
was, therefore, necessary 
before the start of the Tour 
de France, and the airplane 
was ferried to Persan by cols. Jean-Yves 
Cercy and Roger Gouzon, so that it 
could be repaired.

Thanks to Jean-Luc Jentel in Persan-
Beaumont, responsible for the mainte-
nance of our plane with respect to the 
DGAC (French FAA), the problem was 
immediately revealed when number 
2 cylinder was opened : Exhaust valve 
damaged. 

The replacement of the valve was 
done on July 10 and 11. Cols. Didier 
Cardinal, Roger Gouzon, and Bernard 
Delfino, helped with the replacement of 
this valve, and took this opportunity to 
carry out the 500 hours check since it 

had reached the time limit. During this 
check, a few minor repairs were done 
(Loose rivets on the engine cowlings, 
tightening of a few screws, engine oil 
replacement, etc…).

To find a problem is one thing, but to 
find the reason for it is another one. 
The exhaust valve of cylinder number 2 

is the rearmost one, and, therefore, the 
less cooled. This fact makes it prone to 
failures. The use of a fuel additive by 
the previous owner has also probably 
something to do with this snag, a fact 
that was confirmed by several experi-
enced people. We had quickly stopped 
this practice as soon as we purchased the 
plane, but some damage had probably 
already been done…

An engine start and an engine run 
showed that the repair had been success-
ful. A test flight proved it and concluded 
this operation. It confirmed that the 
engine had recovered normal parameters 
and its full power (One can estimate the 
loss of power occasioned by this drop in 

compression to 
between 5 and 
10 HP).

TOUR DE 
FRANCE

On July 13 Juil-
let col. Claude 
Gascon arrived 
from Verdun to 
fly the first leg 
of this summer 
raid. 

One hour was 
necessary to 
prepare the 
plane for its 

trip, with cols. Claude Gascon and 
Fumiko Delfino on board. The weather 
was beautiful. After warming up the 
engine at the end of the runway, the 
aircraft started its take-off roll, watched 
by our Unit Leader. It took off, but 
soon showed a definite difficulty to get 
some altitude. It turned slowly to the 
right and flew around the airfield at low 

altitude, and landed again 
without any problem.
Back to the hangar, Claude 
announced that the engine 
had had an important drop 
in RPM, and he described 
what had happened during 
the flight. A quick investiga-
tion showed that the engine 
suffered from a similar 
disease as previous, but, 
this time, it was number 1 
cylinder that was the culprit, 
with parameters worse than 
number 2 repaired two days 

before. The terrible and famous Mur-
phy's Law, had hit once again…

The flight done by Claude and Fumiko 
immediately became the shortest Tour 
de France of all times : 3 minutes !… 
It was evident that this raid had to be 
cancelled since replacement parts would 
not be available for at least ten days.

All members responsible for this Tour 
de France were advised at once. Bernard 
drove Claude back to Verdun and came 
back home at midnight.

VALVE HUNTING

As soon as he was back from Verdun, 
he opened the hunt for some exhaust 
valves, thanks to a few urgent emails, 
and continued the following day by 
phone.

The result came very soon : The fol-
lowing day, July 14, and email received 
from Barbara and Aubrey Hair an-
nounced that, after many phone calls 
around the country, they had located 
the necessary parts at an El Reno (Okla-
homa) shop. It seems that these valves 
are as rare in the USA as they are in 
Europe, but the efficiency of our two 
friends did the miracle that we did not 
dare to hope ! A big THANK YOU to 
Barbara and Aubrey Hair who have, 
once again, demonstrated an exceptional 
enthusiasm for the French Wing !

July 15 and 16 being a week-end, it's 
on Monday 17 that Barbara and Aubrey 
received the valves from El Reno, at 4 
PM local time (11 PM Paris time. They 
re-sent them instantly via UPS, with the 
hope that we would receive them 48 or 
72 hours later. It did not take that long 
since on Wednesday 19 July, at 10 AM, 
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SPIRIT OF LEWIS
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Top : With cylinder number 2 removed one can see the tip of the piston rod protruding. 
Above : Jean-Luc Jentel discussing the problem with cols. Gouzon and Cardinal.
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35 hours after they left, the 
UPS man knocked on Ber-
nard's door with the parcel 
in question !

The second repair was 
started the following day 
by the opening of cylinder 
number 2. Its exhaust valve 
was found stuck in the open 
position by an excess of 
carbon in its guide, which is 
not a rare problem.

Taking off the valve revealed 
that the damage was greater 
than expected because the 
valve guide had some play 
within the cylinder head, 
when it should have been 
solid since the guides are 
force-fitted into position.

Some hope to find an over-size guide 
brought our moral up, until this guide 
was removed, and revealed that there 
was a one inch crack in the cylinder 
head. Consequence : No more hope to 
save this cylinder and immediate and 
vertiginous drop of everyone's moral.

A second call for help to Barbara and 
Aubrey Hair, decidedly very solicited, 
soon showed that spare cylinders were 
even more scarce than valves in the 
USA, and calls within France showed 
the same rarity. It was thanks to Jean-
Luc Jentel that a complete kit of four 
brand new cylinders and pistons were 
located at company RECTIMO in 
Chambéry. Despite the high cost of 
these spare parts, it was soon decided 
to purchase this kit which was the only 
way to rejuvenate our airplane.

MAJOR REPAIR

On July 28, the parts arrived at Jean-
Luc Jentel's workshop, at 9:30 AM. 
Cols. Fumiko and Bernard Delfino had 
arrived thirty minutes before since, due 

to a lack of mechanics caused by profes-
sional reasons or the summer holidays, 
they were the only two available to do 
this repair. Jean-Luc Jentel, who was 
tied down by a very sick Bell 47 engine, 
remained available to provide them with 
any expert advice they would need.

At 1 PM, Fumiko and Bernard had 
completed the 
fitting of two of 
the new cylin-
ders without any 
major problem.

After a well-
deserved short 
break for lunch, 
they carried on 
with the other 
two units.

Once this task 
was completed, 

and all little problems solved, the ac-
cessories that had been taken off for an 
easier access were also refitted.

It was around 6:45 PM that the engine 
was finally 
re-started for 
an engine run 
which was also 
used as an oc-
casion to run in 
the new parts : 
Three minutes 
at 800 RPM, 
ten minutes at 
1000 RPM, ten 
more at 1200 
RPM, another 
ten at 1400 
RPM, and so on 

until 1800 RPM. Not a very 
exciting process, but it was 
absolutely necessary !

Finally came the moment 
that would reward all this 
hard work : The first test 
flight that was done at low 
power by Jean-luc and Fu-
miko. It lasted 30 minutes, 
was faultless, and the plane 
landed at 9:30 PM to be 
rolled back into the hangar 
soon after (Photo below).

At this point of our report, 
we need to emphasize the 
unexpected and real gift 
that col. Fumiko Delfino 
displayed in engineering 
and working methods. Jean-

Luc and Bernard were very surprized 
by her goodwill, her methodical way 
of working, her eagerness to learn, her 
irreplaceable help, her permanent good 
mood, and her incredible endurance, 
all attributes that were extraordinarily 
useful for this repair, and which are an 
example for all our members !

Jean-Luc was not parsimonious with 
compliments at the end of the day, 
which was highly appreciated by our 
two friends.

So this was the end of an unexpected, 
but not surprizing, problem, since old 
pieces of machinery often give this kind 
of difficulties.

However, we could have done without 
these troubles, and especially the high 
cost involved : $ 7611.00 !

May be some of our most enthusiastic 
members will find a way to help our 
budget tecovering a well balanced sta-
tus ? We sincerely hope so and we thank 
them in advance !

Above : The amazing and efficient col.. Fumiko Delfino at work, ready to refit the 
fourth cylinder onto the engine of the Spirit of Lewis.
Below : No, Jean-Luc is not shooting our Cub's Continental engine ! Jean-luc simply 
measures the temperature of the cylinder heads using a remote laser thermometer while 
the engine is running.
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Several members rightly believe that 
women are still too rare within the French 
Wing. If you are one of them, you will 
be overjoyed ! Thanks to our Cadet Julien 
Lepelletier, Eva Bancel (Whom Julien 
keeps at the highest level in his heart… 
we won't say anything more), has just 
become a CAF and French Wing member 
as a  Cadet !

Eva was born on October 8, 1989 and is, 
therefore, almost 17 years old. She lives in 
Avignon and started to get some interest 
in aviation 5 years ago. Before that, she 
was fascinated by airplanes, but never got 
really deep into them, preferring other 
passions like drawing and astronomy.

It was during an open-doors day at the Air 
Force base in Orange that she had a "rev-
elation" and her passion for aircraft really 
started. She was first interested by modern 
jets - especially american - and carried on 
developing her aeronautical culture by 
taking initiation lessons through the BIA. 
She obtained her certificate and carried on 
for the basic PPL.

It was at that time that warbirds started to 
irresistibly attract her, thanks to the Cor-
sair and the Skyraider based in Avignon. 
Eva then became a member of association 
Aero-Dynamique, which allowed her to 
fly an L-39 Albatros which confirmed 
her taste for flying and made her discover 
aerobatics. She took part in spotter days 
in Belgium and continued to take flying 

lessons at the ae-
roclub until she 
met Julien who 
told her about 
the CAF, and… 
her she is ! 
(Thanks Julien !).

For the future, 
Eva does not 
contemplate a 
career as a pilot 
any more for 
some medical 
reasons, but she 
will still try the 
EOPN so she has 
no regrets. In-
stead, she would 
like a career in 
art, like web-
designer or com-
puter art, while 
flying privately, 
and all this in the 
USA !

Apart from 
airplanes and 
drawing, Eva 
particularly likes 
p h o t o g r a p h y, 
the creation of web sites on the Internet 
(Do not hesitate to visit the web site she 
just created : < http://frenchwingsover-
algeria >), and many other occupations 
that would be too numerous to list here. 
Finally, Eva's favorite airplanes are the 
Mustang P-51, the B-17, the Corsair, the 
T-6, and the Mirage III.

Welcome to the CAF and the French 
Wing Eva ! With such a pleasant, charm-

ing, and determined, personality, we are 
optimistic for your future !

Eva Bancel
10 Boulevard Pierre Loti

84000 Avignon
France

Tél : 04 32 75 07 72
Mobile : 06 10 27 71 35

email : evabancel@yahoo.fr
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Above : The photogra-
pher photographed !
Right : Eva with sym-
pathetic Jacques Rosay, 
test pilot of the Airbus 
A380, who has had an 
impressive career in 
the French Air Force 
and civil aviation.
Left : Between the 
earth and the sky : 
Happiness !
Top left : Photo taken 
by a friend as Eva 
came back from a 
memorable flight 
aboard an L-29 Al-
batros.

NEWS
WELCOME EVA BANCEL, NEW CAF CADET AND MEMBER OF THE FRENCH WING
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Colonel Jean-Jacques Ver-
rier is an airline Captain 
working for Air France, 
flying the Airbus 320. He 
is also responsible for the 
training and qualification 
level of all pilots of this 
type of aircraft.

Born on May 02, 1957 in 
Ivry sur Seine, Jean-Jacques 
became fond of aviation 
during his adolescence. He 
started to fly in an aeroclub at the age of 
17. He then became a professional pilot 
and instructor at the age of 24. Next, he 
became a business jet pilot flying the Fal-
con 20, and finally started working for Air 
France flying the Boeing 737, the Airbus 
340, and the Airbus 320. He has flown a 
total of 13000 hours, among which 4000 
on private planes, and 1000 on tail drag-
gers. He owns a Jodel Ambassador based in 
Persan-Beaumont.

It was thanks to col. Philippe Duflot, his 
CAF "godfather", that Jean-Jacques first 

heard about our Asso-
ciation and became a CAF 
colonel, a member of the 
French Wing, a Sponsor of 
the Spirit of Lewis, and one 
of the pilots approved by 
our insurance.

We had the great pleasure 
to meet Jean-Jacques dur-
ing the grand opening of 
the new Warbirds Hall in 
the air museum in Le Bour-

get. Since then, Jean-Jacques got married. 
Therefore, the entire French Wing sends 
it's members' best wishes to the two newly-
weds ! Welcome aboard Jean-Jacques !

Jean-Jacques Verrier
95 Rue de la Chaussée au long

60500 Pontpoint
France

Tél : 03 44 71 12 42
Mobile : 06 71 92 44 38

Email : jj.verrier@wanadoo.fr

NEWS
SHORT LINES

NEW ADDRESSES

• Col. Jean-Christophe Debuisson : 
Since July 2006 Jean-Christophe has 
been living in his new house. His address 
is now :

Col. Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
La Tour

Rue de l'Hôpital
38930 Clelles en Trièves

France
Tel: 04 76 34 32 58

• Col. George Lodge :
George's new address is now :

- Col. George LODGE
1300 Goose Meadow Lane

McKinney
Texas 75071

USA
Tél: 00 1 214 544 73 33
Mobile : 972 672 6473

Email: gwlodge@airmail.net

• Eric Janssonne :
New email address :

flight.alsace@free.fr

Thanks for updating your phone-book, not 
forgetting to also add our new Cadet Eva 
Bancel's address (See page 6).

• Message from col. Jim Adams and 
his wide Terry :

On July 14, our Unit Leader had the great 
pleasure to receive the following email 
from our friends Jim and Terry Adams :

"We wish a happy BASTILLE DAY to 
all French members of the Commemo-
rative Air Force ! Have a good one ! 
Congratulations also on your 10th 
Anniversary. What you indefatigable 
Frenchmen have done during your 
10 years are most distinguished ac-
complishments. The rest of us stand 
in amazement of your elan and great 
spirit. Keep up this good work ! The 
CAF needs you ! Besides all this, you 
are FUN TO BE WITH ! We look for-
ward to being with some of you again 
at AIRSHO 2006. God Bless you one 
and all.
Jim & Terry Adams"

WELCOME JEAN-JACQUES VERRIER

During its monthly meeting on July 17, 
the members of the French Wing Board of 
Administration scheduled the date of the 
next General Assembly for November 25, 
2006, at 14:00 sharp.

Sunday November 26 will most prob-
ably be spent at the Air Museum in Le 
Bourget, to visit the 90th Anniversary of 
the Battle of Verdun display, a show that 
will include a part dedicated to Raoul 
Lufbery.

Announcing this meeting 4 months in ad-
vance will allow our members to give this 
event the highest priority in their occupa-
tions, and to reserve this day of November 
25 for this very important meeting. 

If you want to take an active part in 
the life of our Association, and if you 
wish to clearly express your opinion, BE 
THERE ! It will allow you to participate 
in the various votes that will punctuate 
this General Assembly. After this meet-

ing, it will be impossible to come back on 
these decisions…

We ask all our members to clearly and 
quickly fill in the form related to this 
General Assembly, as soon as you receive 
it, so that we can book hotel rooms and 
organize the meals.

Various hotels with different prices are 
possible, and we are looking for the best 
possible ratio between the prices and the 
quality they offer. The reservations will 
be made according to two price ranges so 
that you will have a choice. We will then 
give you the exact address of these hotels 
and all practical details related to this an-
nual meeting, like we do each year.

We thank you for reacting quickly to this 
request because we need to make these 
bookings as soon as possible. Many shows 
take place around CDG airport, like in 
the Trade Show Hall in Villepinte, and 
hotels are filling up very fast.

2006 FRENCH WING GENERAL ASSEMBLY
25 NOVEMBER 2006 AT 14H00



Col. Roger Gouzon has 
been appointed as respon-
sible for the maintenance 
of our Piper Cub. He re-
places col. Didier Cardinal 
whose working shift times 
make him rarely available. 
Didier becomes Roger's 
deputy and will act in case 
Roger is not available. This 
decision has been taken 
with the full agreement of 
col. Cédric Malhaire who 
remains responsible for the overall main-
tenance of all our aircraft, but concen-
trates on the restoration of the Rearwin 
Sportster.

For those who don't know Roger, he has 
been retired a few years. He used to run a 
family business which allowed him to get 
interested in various trades like general 
engineering, precision engineering, elec-
tronics, painting, and many more. His 

inclination for anything 
technical quickly brought 
him to deal with the Piper 
Cub maintenance, a spe-
ciality for which he has 
shown a growing special 
interest.

Flying Sponsor of the 
Piper Cub, and possessing 
a real and authentic gift 
for aircraft engineering, his 
personal investment in the 

maintenance of the Spirit of Lewis since 
he became a French Wing member, made 
him an essential element of the team that 
deals with our Piper Cub.

Therefore, it is with a great pleasure that 
the members of the Board of Administra-
tion obtained his enthusiastic agreement 
to fulfil this important position for which 
his rigour and professionalism will be very 
useful. Congratulations Roger !
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NEWS
APPOINTMENT OF COL. ROGER GOUZON ADJUTANT OFFICER 

ELECTION
This warm summer season must not 
make us forget that, during our General 
Assembly, on November 25, 2006, will 
take place the election of the French 
Wing Adjutant Officer.

Therefore, we ask all our members who 
would like to get this important posi-
tion to send us, as soon as possible, their 
written application, clearly specifying 
that they are a candidate for this precise 
position.

The happy winner will start office on 
January 01, 2007.

His tasks are described in the Association 
Internal Rules as follows :

The minimum required conditions 
include a seniority of at least six (6) 
months as a CAF Regular member 
(Colonel) and French Supporter 
Squadron member.
The Adjutant records and keeps the 
minutes of all the Unit meetings.
He keeps and looks after all the files 
necessary to the running of the Unit's 
activities, and makes sure that all the 
reports required by the Commemorative 
Air Force are submitted in due time. 
In addition, he assists the Unit in the 
writing and the postage of its general 
mail.
In cooperation with the Finance Officer, 
he keeps and looks after the members' 
personal files. He advises the CAF Mem-
bership Department of any changes on, 
at least, a bi-annual basis. In the process, 
he will send an updated list of the Unit 
members for cross-checking of its exact-
ness and its amendment if necessary.

In addition, the Adjutant Officer keeps 
the Association Register up to date, he 
takes part in all Board of Administration 
meetings, and must show a permanent 
self-discipline, honesty, enthusiasm, and 
total dedication to the CAF and the 
French Wing.

We hope that many of you will apply for 
this position which is essential for the 
smooth running of our Association.

Apply today !

Col. Hugh Alexander III arrived at the air-
port of Paris CDG on July 24 where he was 
met by cols. Fumiko and Bernard Delfino. 
In the evening, they were joined by col. 
Philippe Duflot and his wife Danielle for 
a very pleasant dinner which allowed us to 
better know each others.

Hugh had the intention to fly aboard 
our Piper Cub for the sectors between La 
Rochelle and Le Plessis-Belleville. Unfor-
tunately, this plan was cancelled because 
of our airplane's engine failure. Col. Gilles 
Avenel (photo on the right) generously of-
fered to make his own Jurca Scirocco avail-
able to the French Wing and picked up 
Hugh at Le Plessis on the 25th (above), for 
a day spent overflying the Landing sites in 
Normandy, with a night stop in Dieppe, in 
his house. The day after, they both flew the 
Jurca from Dieppe to Saint Tropez where 

Gilles and his family will spend their sum-
mer holidays as they traditionally do dur-
ing August.

Back to Paris Hugh visited the Air Museum 
in Le Bourget with cols. Gilles Avenel and 
Eric Ducreau.

Hugh will spend a few days visiting Paris 
where his wife joined him, then the city of 
London where they will visit several muse-
ums related to aviation and general history. 
They will then stay in Vierzon at some 
close friends', and will fly back to Houston 
around mid-August.

Despite these changes in plans, Hugh has 
appreciated the start of his stay in France, 
and he became a Flying Sponsor of our 
Cub. Thanks Hugh !

VISIT OF COL. HUGH ALEXANDER III
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STATUS OF THE SCI

Despite the repetitive calls made about 
this SCI project, and the urgent need to 
acquire our own hangar, the sums that 
were promised haven't increased these 
past months. This subject will be dis-
cussed during our GA on November 25.

21770

700,00
210,00
350,00

5040,00
420,00

5040,00
70,00

4060,00
140,00

70,00
350,00

70,00
5040,00

140,00
70,00

21770,00
sur 70000,00

G. Avenel
D. Cardinal

J-C Debuisson
B. & F. Delfino

J. Francis
C. Gascon
L-J. Gioux
R. Gouzon
B & A. Hair

C. McAlester
G. Marcelin

J-C Miniggio
P. Pierre-Pierre

G. Robert
M. Watson

Total 311 parts
sur 1000

NEWS

RAOUL LUFBERY
COMMEMORATION

Our friends who will participate in the 
Raoul Lufbery commemoration will ar-
rive in France on September 1st. This 
group will include 7 people : George 
Chandler, Ace with 5 victories won fly-
ing a P-38, Roy and Irene Grinnell, Matt 
Simeck, TV producer, Cheryl White, 
George Chandler's assistant, and Cliff 
and Betty Neve, friends of the AFAA.
All our members wishing to participate 
to their tour are kindly requested to make 
themselves known as soon as possible so 
that we can give them a detailed program.
A meal in a very special two stars restau-
rant in Aulnay sous Bois will take place 
on September 6, at a cost of 70 euros per 
guest. Anyone can participate as long as 
they advise us soon..
The ceremony at the La Fayette Memorial 
will take place on September 2nd. It will be 
followed by a visit of the Air Museum.

To this date, and except for possible errors 
and mail crossing, members who have 
paid their dues are :

Hugh Alexander III, Gilles Avenel, Bob 
& Lil Ayars, Eva Bancel, Jean Barbaud, 
Christophe Bastide, Bunty Bateman, 
Shirley Bateman, François Bergeon, 
Guy Bortolus, Damien Bourgaux, 
Didier Bourrassier, Henri Bourrassier, 
Merrill Butikofer, Claude Cardinal, 
Didier Cardinal, Ernest Cartigny, Jean-
Yves Cercy, Arnaud Chatton, Jacqueline 
Clerc, Daniel Costelle, William Davies, 
Jean-Christophe Debuisson, Claude De 
Marco, Bernard & Fumiko Delfino, Do-
minique Deudon, Stéphane Duchemin, 
Eric Ducreau, Philippe Duflot, Patrick 
Ferré, Ken Fields, Michel Fleury, John 
Francis, Marcel Francisci, Claude Gas-
con, Louis-Jean Gioux, Lucien Goubard, 
Roger Gouzon, Patrick Gremez, Roy & 
Irene Grinnell, Barbara & Aubrey Hair, 
Tex Hill, Yves Houssin, Rick & Louise 
Hudlow, Eric Janssonne, Alain Jimenez, 
Bill Katsones, Marie-Françoise Le Cor-
nec, Marcel Ledoux, Julien Lepelletier, 
Jacques Leroux, Isabelle Lesser, George 
Lodge, Jim Lux, Cédric Malhaire, Léon 
Manoukians, Georges Marcelin, Jean-
Claude Miniggio, Guy Perrin, Michel 
Perrin, Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Betty 
Piland, Frédéric Pollicella, Daphne 
Prebble, Hervé Quefféléant, Claude 
Requi, Guy Robert, John Roeder, Mar-
cel Ruppert, Sandy Sansing, Semaan 
Soueid, Gordon Stevenson, Haruo Ta-
naka, Alphonse Thiry, Terran Tidwell, 
Christian Tournemine, Gilles Trous-
sart, Regis Urschler, Roger Vaucamp, 
Jean-Jacques Verrier, Jean-Pierre Vésine, 
Bernard Violette, Orlan Wichman, et 
Ronald Wright.

Incredible but true : Nine members 
haven't paid their annual dues to the 
French Wing, dues which are very modest, 
equivalent to only 4 euros per month.
In addition, these dues haven't been 
increased in the past 6 years despite an 
important increase of all costs in our 
country.
These late guys don't receive our Newslet-
ter any more, and it will remain so until 
they correct this situation.
Dura Lex, Sed Lex…

FRENCH WING
ANNUAL DUES

YEAR 2006 / 2007

SPONSORS OF THE
"SPIRIT OF LEWIS"

Levels of sponsorship :

Flying Sponsor

250 Euros per year
and 25 Euros per flight hour

Average for 10 hours : 50,00 €/hour

Restoration Sponsor

125 Euros per year
and 40 Euros per flight hour

Average for 10 hours : 52,50 €/hour

Supporting Sponsor

50 Euros per year
and 55 Euros per flight hour

Average for 10 hours : 60,00 €/hour

Non-Sponsor

No annual premium and
80 Euros per flight hour

List of Sponsors to date :

FLYING SPONSORS

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel

Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Fumiko Delfino

Marcel Francisci - ACF
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Alain Jimenez

Jean-Claude Miniggio
Patrick Pierre-Pierre

Sandy Sansing
SKY RUNNER
Regis Urschler

Jean-Jacques Verrier

RESTORATION SPONSORS

Didier Cardinal
Bunty Bateman

Georges Marcelin

SUPPORTING SPONSORS

Henri Bourrassier
William Davies

Dominique Deudon
Stéphane Duchemin

Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
John Roeder

Ronald Wright
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On the 1st of February 1965, GT 1/63 
was dissolved. The Groupe Bretagne was 
about to enter the jet engine era, and 
it would be a vector of the strategic air 
forces.

Therefore, the Bombardment Squadron 
02/091 created on the 1st of Decem-
ber 1965 carried on the traditions, the 
name, the flags, and the insignias of the 
Bretagne. Based in Cazeaux, This Unit 
of the Strategic Air Force was equipped 
with the atomic bomb.

On the 1st of April 1965, The first Mi-
rage IV was assigned to the Squadron, 
with its nuclear armament.

This airplane was designed to carry out 
bombing missions in all kinds of weather 
at high altitude and supersonic speed. It 
can be refuelled in flight, and its crew in-
cludes a pilot and a navigator/bomber.

On April 10, 1965, four Mirage aircraft 
arrive at the Squadron. From July, the 
latter is operational and adopts the alert 
regime, which means that 24 hours a day, 
an airplane and its crew are able to take 
off within 15 minutes after receiving the 

order. During the annual precision bom-
bardment contest, the Bretagne wins the 
cup several times.

For years, the Squad-
ron will assume the 
constraints of the 
alert status. The Bre-
tagne mourned the 
loss of some crews, 
but it kept its liveli-
ness, remembering 
the sacrifices made 
by its predecessors.

In 1960, all the crews 
were trained for "low 

altitude" operation to get their Mirage 
IIIB qualifications.

FREE FRENCH AIR FORCES (FAFL)

THE GROUPE BRETAGNE (8)

Articles and paintings by col. Louis-Jean Gioux

THE DASSAULT MIRAGE IV

Built by Société des Avions Marcel Dassault, the Mirage IV 
is a supersonic bomber with a delta wing. It is fitted with 
two SNECMA Atar 9K jet engines which deliver 7 tons of 
thrust. Its wing span is 11,85 m (35,90 ft), its length 23,40 m 
(70,90 ft), and its height 5,42 m (16,42ft). Its take-off weight 
is 32000 kg (70490 lbs), its speed 2340 km/h (1463 MPH), 
or Mach 2. Its service ceiling is 20000 m (60000 ft), and its 
range is 1240 km (775 Miles). Its crew includes a pilot and a 
navigator/bomber.
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CONTEST OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE FRENCH WING
Fourth test of our contest, this page contains many well known aircraft, with just a couple which may make you scratch your head. If this 
is the case, get your magazines and books out, and you will find the answers. If not, don't worry, this contest is not a way to give you a 
headache. Send your answers by mail or email, simply quoting the number of this test, the number of each picture, and the exact type that 
you have found for each one of them, not forgetting your name of course. Send the lot before the next issue, and make sure that you are 
as precise as possible since, in case of similar answers, this exactness will help us find the winners.

CONTEST : ARE YOU A GOOD SPOTTER ?

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28

TEST N°4



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by 

the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal 

Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO

Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com

Executive Officer : Col. Eric DUCREAU

tél : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com

Finance Officer : Col. Philippe DUFLOT

Tel : 0134078634 - email : skyrunner@wanadoo.fr

Adjutant : Col. Didier CARDINAL

Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the 

Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete 

reproduction of the articles and the illustrations published in 

this monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of 

the FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 

19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

FRENCH WING P.X.

The following articles are available with a pay-
ment by cheque to the CAF French Wing. (+ 
P & P).
• Wing patch:  9,00.
• “Gioux” type patch:  6,00.
• Various epoxy pins:  5,50.
• Various pins "cloisonné":  5.00.
• 100 A4 sheets with the Wing logo and your 
personal address:  10,00.
• Warbirds photographs 30x45cm:  10,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL :  15,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170  grammes, Hanes, L 
or XL:  15,00.
• T shirts other sizes on order.
• T shirt illustrated with the picture of your choice 
(Maximum size A5 - Warning ! Only send pictures 
that are free from any copyrights !) :  15,00.
• Aircraft profiles 15 cm x 20 cm ready for fra-
ming: Various types:  4,00 chaque.
• Vidéo filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS PAL:  
16,00 ©.
• Eric Besançon large size paintings: F4U 
Corsair and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter:  
30,00 P & P included ©.
• Poster N°1 Avions de la seconde guerre mon-
diale peint by Jean Bellis, 61x81cm:  9,00 (FW 
Members),  10,00 (Non Members) © + P & P.
• Greeting cards with Jean Bellis' profiles:  4,00 
each (P & P according to quantity) ©.
• Roy Grinnell prints - Normandie Niemen, F4U7, 
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 + P & P 
 10,00. Signed by veterans :  60,00 + P & P 
 10,00 ©.
• Roy Grinnell print of the Piper Cub:  10 + P 
& P (FW Members),  15 + P & P (Non mem-
bers).
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 
Marauder and Neuneu) :  0,50 each (P & P 
according to quantity) ©.
• CD Rom of all FW Newsletters since January 
2000, French and English, and 200 photos of 
warbirds taken during Airsho in Midland, by B. 
Delfino :  10,00 P & P included ©.

WING PROJECTS
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15,00
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5,50
8,00

30,00
15,00
25,00
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153,75
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10,50

8,00
138,00
150,00
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200,00
100,00

40,00
30,00

1750,00
145,00

8,00
856,96

4362,31

Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE

Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen  BOTTLEY

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR

Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Yves DONJON

Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE

David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN
Activités French Wing

Avoir précédent

TOTAL
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-
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-
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-
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-
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-
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SKY RUNNER   -   EPSON

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE

DIFFUSION SERVICE

THANK YOU !

Our most sincere thanks 
this month go to colonel 
Roger Gouzon who has 
donated a battery charger 
that will be used to recharge 
our Piper Cub radio and 
transponder battery.

Seven times lighter than a 
spare battery, this charger 
will be taken along for long 
distance f lights and will be 
used to recharge the battery 
during the night.

The donation of this 
charger is not only a very 
nice $ 40.00 gift, but it will 
also save the fuel we used to 
spend just to carry the spare 
battery which weighs 9 lbs. 

A big THANK YOU ! for 
this useful gift Roger !

COST OF THE CUB 
ENGINE REPAIR

The total cost for the repair 
of our Piper Cub engine 
is exactly 6089,39 euros 
($ 7611.00) !

In an attempt to bring back 
some of this money, the 
three old, but serviceable, 
cylinders will be offered for 
sale to users of Continental 
C-65 engines.

We will also sell the four old 
exhaust valves that will be 
polished and mounted on 
a stand, at a price of 50,00 
euros each, with the hope 
that some of our members 
will buy them. They would 
help us a lot, and they will 
become the proud owners of 
an authentic piece of a 1945 
Piper Cub !

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING


