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EDITORIAL

Airsho and multiple activities are the 
reason for the important delay of this 

publication this month. I hope that our 
members and readers won’t be too upset. I 
thank them for their understanding and their 
patience.

This stay in Texas was, from all view 
points, very  enriching for all partici-

pants to this trip to Midland. We had the 
great pleasure to see our good friends of 
course, but also the pleasure to meet new 
members of the Headquarters. For most 
of them, it was their first AIRSHO, and if a 
few hesitations and errors were made, they 
were quickly corrected, thanks to the senior 
members’ experience.

We had the pleasure to meet the new 
CAF Director, Steve Brown, and his 

charming wife, very active during that week-
end and the previous days. This fact which 
may be considered as secondary to some, 
is probably the most important one, and 
shows how well Steve Brown is seconded 
and has the best chance to insure the suc-
cess of the CAF in the years to come.

A general assembly is replaced by an-
other. Our Unit’s GA will take place on 

November 15 in Villepinte. I wish that all 
our members attend this meeting because 
it is of the utmost importance for our Unit 
and its activities in 2009. I especially wish 
that all members who have taken on the 
responsibility of a particular discipline 
attend this GA : The four members of the 
Board of Administration, of course, but 
also all officers who are responsible for 
activities like operations, maintenance, 
equipment, etc… They will be able to 
present the assessment of their individual 
activities in person, as well as their work 
plan for next year.

If our Unit has been, once again, honored 
by the CAF during AIRSHO, we must show 

that we do deserve such an honor, and keep 
on working even harder to insure the future 
of the CAF and the French Wing !

Bernard
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AIRSHO 2008 PERFECTLY FULFILLED 
ITS PROMISES DESPITE DIFFICULT 
CONDITIONS CAUSED BY THE PRICE 
OF GAS AND HURRICANE “IKE”.

THE FRENCH WING  GENERAL ASSEMBLY WILL 
TAKE PLACE IN VILLEPINTE ON SATURDAY 15 
NOVEMBER 2008 FROM 14:00 TILL 18:00, AND WILL 
BE FOLLOWED BY ITS TRADITIONAL DINNER..

••• 2008 french wing elections •••

THE POSITIONS OF UNIT LEADER AND ADJUTANT OFFICER 
WILL BE THE SUBJECT OF THIS YEAR’S ELECTION : SEND 
IN YOUR APPLICATION TO THE UNIT’S HEAD OFFICE 
BEFORE OCTOBER 31 AT MIDNIGHT.
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NINE FRENCH WING MEMBERS RECEIVED AN 
AWARD DURING THE CAF GENERAL ASSEMBLY 
ON SEPTEMBER 19 IN MIDLAND, FOR THEIR 
EXTRAORDINARY ACHIEVEMENTS FOR THE 
COMMEMORATIVE AIR FORCE AND OUR UNIT 
DURING THE PAST YEAR.



2008 CAF ELECTIONS

If you are a colonel, if you did not go to 
Midland to attend AIRSHO, and if you 
sent in your request for a ballot in due 
time, you probably received the latter and 
sent it back to make sure that your vote 
would be valid.

The four candidates selected by the CAF, 
for this election, are the best that they 
could choose. Since no independent can-
didate applied from the floor during the 
CAF general assembly, the task of the voter 
was made quite easy. The result of this elec-
tion will be known next month…

2008 FRENCH WING
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

In order to comply with the request of sev-
eral members, the FRench Wing General 
Assembly will be held in the Paris area on 
September 15, 2008, between 14:00 and 
18:00, in the meeting room of restaurant 
Buffalo-Grill in Villepinte, which is next to 
the B & B hotel (Formerly Villages Hôtel), 
in which 10 rooms have been booked for our 
members coming from the provinces.

The meeting will be followed by the 
French Wing annual dinner, and the fol-
lowing morning will be dedicated to a 
visit of the Air Museum in Le Bourget, 
followed by lunch in a restaurant near the 
museum.

Should our members wish to discuss 
particular points during this meeting, or 
should they wish to ask freely some ques-
tions, they must send those in as soon as 
possible so that they can be added to the 
agenda.

AGENDA

Iaddition to the usual subjects (Moral, 
financial, and administrative reports) the 
General Assembly will allow members 
who are responsible for a particular sub-
ject, to present their assessment of their 
work and accomplishments during the 
past year :

• Bernard Delfino : General running of 
the Wing, and Public Relations with the 
CAF in Midland and the local public.

• Roger Gouzon : General running of the 
French Wing.

• Fumiko Delfino : Administrative report 
and PX results for the year.

• Claude Gascon : Detailed financial 
report of the French Wing affairs.

• Cédric Malhaire : Detailed maintenance 
report for the airplanes, and for the res-
toration fo the Rearwin Sportster and its 
LeBlond 85 HP engine.

• Patrick Pierre-Pierre : Detailed report of 
all operations for 2008 and safety.

• Michel Perrin and Christophe Bastide : 
Detailed report concerning the equip-
ment and material for year 2008.

FRENCH WING ELECTIONS
UNIT LEADER & ADJUTANT

This year 2008 will see the election of 
the French Wing Unit Leader and the 
Adjutant Officer.

Since the latter was given by cooptaton 
(See Airshow 01/08), this position will 
be the subject of an election as dictated 
by our statutes “during the nearest GA”. 
Note that the person who will be lected 
will do this job for one year only, in 
order to catch up with the normal elec-
tion cycle.

Eligible members are requested to send 
in their application for one of these two 
positions before October 31, 2008, by 
mail, fax, or email, to the Association’s 
head office.

BEWARE ! It is not proven that the mem-
bers who currently hold these positions 
will apply for them once again. Therefore, 
our members are requested to do all they 
can to apply and participate actively in 
the life of our Unit.

One should also note that in case they 
do not re-apply, Bernard and Fumiko 
Delfino have assured us of their full coop-
eration in the French Wing activities, as 
they always did.

Bernard, in particular, said that he 
wishes to continue acting as a Public 
Information Officer and carry on mak-
ing and publishing the French Wing 
Newsletter, which would leave his suc-
cessor with a task of quite a reasonable 
size.

GO TO LE BOURGET !

Go to Le Bourget where will take place, 
on October 18 and 19, 2008, an aviation 
cartoonists’ week-end, as well as a show of 
“Reiser and aviation”.

There you will be able to meet with our 
friend Jean Barbaud who will sign his 
books, and will draw a little airplane just 
for you !

THANKS SANDY !

Our friend Sandy Sansing, faithful to 
his own habits, did it again this year and 
took the chance of our visit to pay his 
2009 annual dues, to also pay his 2009 
Flying Sponsorship, and to make a huge 
donation of 700 euros to our Unit (In 
euros  !).

Protesting was, as usual, useless, so we 
heartily accepted this very generous dona-
tion which is a great and significant help 
for our Association.

This is how, each year, thanks to repeated 
donations by Sandy, we were able to prog-
ress in the purchase of tools and parts for 
the Piper Cub.

A big THANK YOU on behalf of all 
French Wing members to our friend 
Sandy !

As you will read it in the report of our 
members’ stay in Texas, Sandy never 
runs out of ideas to surprize us and 
show his enthusiasm for the French 
Wing.
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FRENCH WING ANNUAL 
DUES - YEAR 2008 - 2009

More than 5 months after the normal 
date of payment of the French Wing 
annual had elapsed, several members had 
not paid their dues.

Therefore, we decided to remove these 
members from the membership list which 
is currently as follows :

Jim Adams, Hugh Alexander III, 
Gilles Avenel, Lil Ayars, Eva Bancel, 
Jean Barbaud, Christophe Bastide, 
Bunty Bateman, François Bergeon, 
Guy Bortolus, Damien Bourgaux, 
Didier Bourrassier, Henri Bourrassier, 
Meril Butikofer, Claude Cardinal, 
Didier Cardinal, Ernest Cartigny, 
Jean-Yves Cercy, George Chandler, 
Cédric Chanu, Arnaud Chatton, 
Jacqueline Clerc, Daniel Costelle, 
William Davies, Claude De Marco, 
Jean-Christophe Debuisson, Bernard 
& Fumiko Delfino, Dominique 
Deudon, Stéphane Duchemin, 
Danielle Duflot, Patrick Ferré, Ken 
Fields, Michel Fleury, John Francis, 
Marcel Francisci, Claude Gascon, 
Louis-Jean Gioux, Maurice Girard, 
Jean-Michel Gouffrant, Roger 
Gouzon, Patrick Gremez, Roy & 
Irene Grinnell, Aubrey & Barbara 
Hair, Yves Houssin, Rick & Louise 
Hudlow, Eric Janssonne, Jean-Luc 
Jentel, Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, 
Marcel Ledoux, David Ledrich, 
Julien Lepelletier, Jacques Leroux, 
Isabelle Lesser, George Lodge, 
Jim Lux, Cédric Malhaire, Léon 
Manoukians, Georges Marcelin, 
Christine Melkonian, Jean-Claude 
Miniggio, Christian Monier, 
Kim Pardon, Guy Perrin, Michel 
Perrin, Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Hervé 
Quefféléant, Claude Requi, Guy 
Robert, John Roeder, Antoine Roels, 
Marcel Ruppert, Sandy Sansing, 
Matt Simek, Semaan Soueid, Haruo 
Tanaka, Leon Z. Thomas, Emmanuel 
Tonarelli, Christian Tournemine, 
Gilles Troussard, Regis Urschler, 
Roger Vaucamp, Jean-Pierre Vésine, 
Bernard Violette, Orlan Wichman, 
and Ron Wright.

We sincerely thank these members for 
their support and their fidelity to our 
Unit. 

As for those who have been taken off the 
list, all they need to do is send in their 
dues to be re-integrated immediately.

SAINT QUENTIN AND MEAUX

The persistent bad weather kept our air-
craft on the ground on September 5, 6, 
and 7, stopping us from participating in 
this air show in Saint Quentin. Wind was 
gusting to more than 40 MPH and was 
sometimes replaced by rain and a low ceil-
ing to the great despair of the participants 
to this raid.

The only consolation was that cols Jean-
Yves Cercy and Roger Gouzon were able 
to take part in the Meaux fly-in on Sep-
tember 13 and 14 with the Piper Cub. A 
pleasant event which took place in nice 
weather, like we dreamed of during the 
whole past year, but which rarely came…

The assessment for this year’s air shows 
can be summarized as pure bad luck be-
cause of bad weather.

The only air shows that took place in 
pleasant weather were the ones in Nierg-
nies and Meaux. Albert-Bray and La 
Ferté-Alais were often wet with rain, and 
Saint Quentin was impossible for the rea-
sons described above.

Let us hope that 2009 will be better. It 
would be difficult to be worse…

RECRUITMENT

As it will be mentioned during our on-
coming general assembly, we must ur-
gently concentrate our efforts on the re-
cruitment of new members.

If it is certain that the rise in the CAF an-
nual dues to $ 200.00 did not help at all, 
it is not the only reason for the slowed 
down recruitment of new members. The 
current life style and the drop in purchas-
ing power are playing an immense role in 
this fact.

This is why we ask all our members to use 
their imagination and increase their ef-
forts to find new members, whether they 
join at the level of Cadet for students, or 
Supporting Member (Formerly Associate 
Member) or Colonel.`

Note that the level of “Friend of the French 
Wing” is frozen today because we reached 
the 10% quota of the Unit’s membership 
a long time ago. Therefore, it cannot be 
used any longer.

Please do send us your ideas and sugges-
tions on the best way to increase recruit-
ment. We will study them with great in-
terest.
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Bernard Delfino is offering a new CD of more than 200 photos that he took at Midland 
during AIRSHO. Some of these pictures are printed in this issue of our Newsletter, but 
many more are available. These fair size and definition photos are ideally used as wall 
paper on your personal computer, or as a photo show on your electronic photo frame. 
you can also print them for a strictly personal use (Photo album for example).

The price of this CD is 10 euros ($ 15.00) postage inclusive, for our members (Public 
price 15 euros). Order it from our Association by sending a cheque to the French 
Wing.

NEW PHOTO CD : “AIRSHO 2008”
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AIRSHO & FRENCH WING

Nine members traveled the 8000 kilo-
meters between Europe and Texas : 
Bernard and Fumiko Delfino, Claude 
De Marco, Claude Gascon, Maurice 
Girard, Roger Gouzon, Marie-
Françoise Le Cornec,  David Ledrich, 
and Antoine Roels.

In Midland, they met other members 
of the French Wing : Jim Adams, Ken 
Fields, Roy and Irene Grinnell, Aubrey 
and Barbara Hair, George Lodge, Jim 
Lux, Sandy Sansing, Gordon Stevenson, 
and Ron Wright.

Therefore, the total of members of the 
French Wing present in Midland was 
20, a very honorable figure indeed.

“IKE” THE TROUBLE-MAKER

As opposed to what happened with 
hurricane “Rita” three years ago when it 
caused a massive evacuation of the city 
and area of Houston for finally turning 
away from them, hurricane “Ike” badly 
hit the island of Galveston and the 
Houston area, just as our members were 
about to travel.

Bernard and Fumiko had the inten-
tion to leave earlier than the rest of 
the group, but they were forced to 
delay their departure for two full days 
because flights were cancelled during 
that time.

Everyone will have seen the dramatic 
pictures of the effect of this hurricane 
on Galveston where all houses were 
destroyed and submerged in meters 
of water. This caused a migration of 

all inhabitants to areas that were less 
affected, north of the island, and had 
an influence on our member’s stay 
in Texas, as we will see later in this 
report.

The Lone Star Flight Museum was 
badly hit, and the planes that could not 
be evacuated in time were, for most of 
them, damaged, some very badly. The 
visit of the museum’s web site will show 
you how bad it was (http://www.lsfm.
org/).

17 SEPTEMBER

As planned, our members met at the 
airport in Midland and rented their 
vehicles. From there they drove to the 
Holiday Inn Express hotel in Midland, 
whose excellent level insured that they 
enjoyed a quiet and resting stay. They 
met with Roy and Irene who arrived 

from Dallas by 
road.

18 SEPTEM-
BER

After dinner 
and a repairing 
night, they went 
to the CAF 
He a d q u a r t e r s 
where they met 
with friends 
and new CAF 
Director Steve 

Brown and his charming wife, as well as 
numerous new employees who started 
during the past year.

A visit to the gift shop allowed everyone 
to buys a few things. Then, the visit 
of the AAHM museum and the CAF 
hangar where the B-29 resides, allowed 
them to see the planes that had already 
arrived.

The day ended with the inevitable visit 
to the Midland shopping malls. Roger 
and Bernard bought several tools that 
will be useful for the maintenance of 
the French Wing’s planes.

19 SEPTEMBER

The third day of their stay was dedicat-
ed to taking pictures of the planes that 
were arriving, one after the other, in 
view of AIRSHO, to the CAF General 
Assembly which took place in the new 
hangar, and to the annual French Wing 
dinner in Midland at the restaurant 
Asian Buffet.

For the first time ever, Bernard had 
prepared a small video presentation 
made, mainly, of pictures taken dur-
ing the past year, so that our American 
friends could see better the day to 
day life of the French Wing, and its 
activities. Jim Adams, the meritori-
ous organizer of this evening event 
obtained from the museum that we 
could borrow a video projector, which 

AIRSHO 2008
     Article and photos : Bernard Delfino



was a great help and saved us renting 
this type of equipment for the amount 
of about $ 125.00. A big Thank You to 
Jim and to the Museum for this unex-
pected help !

The projection of about one hundred 
photos was appreciated by all partici-
pants. This experiment will, no doubt, 
be reiterated in the future. It was fol-
lowed by an excellent meal, which 
allows us to confirm that this modest 
event was quite successful with our 
American friends.

The CAF had decided to move the 
ACAHOF banquet from the Friday 
evening to the Thursday evening. It is 
during that banquet that several pilots 
and Units are accepted in the CAF Hall 
of Fame. This changed everyone’s habits 
and caused several conflicts of events 
since it was the following evening that 
took place simultaneously the country 
music concert with Aaron Tippin, the 
annual B-24/B-29 Squadron barbecue, 
and the annual dinner of the French 
Wing.

Therefore, people had to choose, and 
we were impressed by the number of 
members and friends who decided to 
attend our dinner at the Asian Buffet, 
in total, about thirty guests !

Barbara and Aubrey Hair took good 
care of our group and offered a basket 

which was full 
of various good-
ies, including a 
top class bottle of 
Champagne that 
everyone drank 
the following 
night for dinner, 
and a bottle of 
an excellent spar-
kling red wine 

which was opened during our stay in 
Dallas. A big Thank You to Barbara and 
Aubrey for these very nice presents !

Another extraordinary fact about that 
evening was that Sandy Sansing and 
his daughter 
Ginny, and Jim 
Lux, drove over 
380 miles from 
New Braunfels 
and Austin to 
Midland only to 
be part of this 
dinner ! Since 
they could not 
stay another 
day to watch 
AIRSHO, they 
drove back 
home the fol-
lowing morning. In total they drove 
almost 800 miles, just to show their 
interest in the French Wing !… If any-
one of our readers ever asked himself 
how to best describe enthusiasm, this 
example is, and will stay for ever, one of 
the very best !

20 AND 21 SEPTEMBER

AIRSHO took place as planned despite 
an outrageous price of aviation gasoline. 
One could fear that the show would 
be reduced because of that… Not at 
all ! And if a few planes remained on 
the ground like the JU52, the Curtiss 

Commando, and the Lone Star Flight 
Museum’s B-17, the greatest part of the 
CAF fleet and guest airplanes gave us a 
great show.

Announced but not there : The jet school 
bus that we often saw in Midland. This 
absence was not regretted by anyone, as 
far as we know, since if it is accepted as 
a pleasant attraction in normal condi-
tions, no one missed it in these difficult 
times.

In addition to the traditional Airpower 
demonstration with the CAF airplanes, 
we were given a few aerobatics sessions 
by various planes : A tiny yellow plane 

named “Yippee”, a smoking and impres-
sive Beech 18, a classic Extra 300, and 
an outstanding show of a Super Cub 
alledgedly flown by a neophyte.

This young pilot who flew the craziest 
show that one can think of, with an 
airplane that was never designed for 
aerobatics, made everyone believe that 
it was about to crash at any time. Of 
course, this was not the case, and we 
all admired the pilot’s skill who flew 
the plane close to its stalling speed, and 
even touching the runway with its wing 
tips on several occasions ! It was so well 
done that all this appeared to be simple 
and natural.

Modern aviation was represented by 
an A-10 whose remarkable display 
and pretended ground attacks made 
everyone conscious that it is better 
to be on its side, rather than on the 
enemy side !

As usual, the show was better on the 
Sunday than on the Saturday. The latter 
has always been, somehow, a rehearsal 
which allows everyone to adapt to the 
circumstances, and allows the Air Boss 
(Ralph Royce) to note the small imper-
fections and correct them the following 
day.

5
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PHOTOGRAPHY

Because of the cost of aviation gasoline, 
the CAF had decided not to provide 
photo-flights to the photographers. The 
latter were very disappointed, and were 
forced to do their best from the ground, 
a discipline that is a lot harder than it 
seems since, despite recent improve-
ments in cameras and lenses, and various 
anti-vibration devices that are now com-
mon, following an airplane that flies at 
high speed, hand holding a 300 or 400 
mm telephoto lens while using a shut-
ter speed of 1/200 second 
can be a real exploit !… Try 
it and watch your photos 
on your monitor at 100%… 
You will soon notice that get-
ting images that are perfectly 
sharp is very difficult indeed.

2008 CAF AWARDS

It was during the CAF 
General Assembly, on 
September 19, that the 
awards granted to  the most 
meritorious members were 
distributed. The French 
Wing was in a good position in the list 
of awardees :

Col Marie-Françoise Le Cornec
Distinguished Service Award

• For her extraordinary enthusiasm for 
the CAF and the French Wing.
• For her continuous generositPour sa 
générosity, materialised by various gifts 
of tools, materials, and money.
• For the perfect organization of the 
French Wing visit to Luxemburg in 
May 2008.

• For her personal help to members who 
sometimes needed some support.

Col Roger Gouzon
Distinguished Maintenance Award

• For his permanent support of the CAF 
and the French Wing goals.
• For the extraordinary amount of work 
he accomplished during the 2007/2008 
winter season, in order to carry out in 
due time the maintenance of airplanes.
• For his generosity and repeated gifts of 
tools and materials to the French Wing.

• For his help in the smooth running 
of the French Wing as its Executive 
Officer.

Col Jean-Yves Cercy
Silver Magnolia Blossom Award

• For his permanent support to the CAF 
and its French Wing.
• For his superior standard  as a pilot of 
the FRench Wing planes.
• For his wish to learn all aspects of 
aircraft maintenance and his active par-
ticipation in the most noble tasks, as 
well as the dirtiest ones.
• For his efficient search for technical 
documentation that he obtained at his 
own expense, as well as the purchase of 
materials and spare parts.

Irene Grinnell
CAF Service Award (Non member)

• For her extraordinary support to the 
CAF and French Wing cause.
• For her active participation in numer-
ous French Wing projects over the past 
years.
• For her help in purchasing aircraft 
parts in the USA and her participation 
in numerous administrative tasks.
• For her numerous donations to the 
FRench Wing of prints made from her 
husband, Roy Grinnell, paintings.
• For her spirit made of pure camarade-

rie and enthusiasm for the CAF and the 
French Wing.

Col Georges Marcelin
Silver Magnolia Blossom Award

• For his continuous support to the 
CAF and FRench Wing goals.
• For his accomplishments and his cour-
age during WWII, when, in 1942, he 
was the personal mechanic of French Ace 
Roland De La Poype in the Normandie 
Niemen Squadron.
• For his gift as a writer and a poet that 

he willingly put to the ser-
vice of the French Wing.
• For his friendly and gen-
erous attitude towards every 
member of the CAF and 
the French Wing.

Col John Roeder
Letter of Commendation

• For his continuous and 
efficient support of the 
CAF and its French Wing.
• For his active help in the 
preparation of the visit of 
Luxemburg by members of 

our Unit in May 2008.
• For the extraordinary amount of work 
he performed while writing a series of 
articles explaining the complex aspects 
of the Battle of the Bulge.
• For his continuous financial support 
to the French Wing.
• For his full support of all French Wing 
project and fleet of airplanes.

Col Jim Adams
Letter of Commendation

• For his continuous dedication towards 
the CAF and the French Wing.
• For his repeated and efficient help to 
the members of the French Wing dur-
ing their annual stay in Midland.
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• For the annual organization of the 
French Wing dinner in Midland.
• For his role as a local reporter and pho-
tographer, and his participation in the pub-
lication of the French Wing’s Newsletter.

In addition, two other French Wing 
members were rewarded on request of 
two other Units :

Col Regis Urschler
Distinguished Service Award

Request from the Sierra-Hotel A-26 
Group to reward his support to the 
restoration project of this group’s A-26, 
led, until recently, by col Rick Hudlow, 
himself a member of the French Wing.

Col François Bergeon
Unit Service Award

Request from the Arizona Wing for his 
efficient and continuous dedication to 
the projects and activities of this Unit.

In total, it was no less than nine members 
of the French Wing who were honored 
by a CAF Award this year ! The rest of 
our members must not despair. All they 
need to do is to dedicate themselves to the 
French Wing with even more enthusiasm, 
energy, and time, than they did before. 
Their efforts will be noticed and rewarded 
when they reach the required level.

AIRCRAFT AWARDS
FOR AIRSHO 2008

Like every year, all aircraft competing 
while in Midland, were examined in 
great depth by two EAA members who 
gave them marks according to numer-
ous points that reflected the quality of 
their restoration.
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BEST IN SHOW

N2S1 Kaydet (N48182) du Maxine Flournoy 3rd Coast Squadron

BEST BOMBER

A-1D Skyraider (NX91945)
de Rick Sharpe

BEST FIGHTER

P-40N Warhawk (NL40PN) 
du Cavanaugh Museum

BEST CARGO

C-45 Expeditor (N70GA)
du Dixie Wing

BEST LIAISON

LT-6D Mosquito 
(N103LT) du Dixie Wing

BEST TRAINER

BT-13 Valiant (N68178)
de Bob Halford

BEST HELICOPTER

UH-1 Huey
de Greg Baiano
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PHOTO ALBUM

Better than a long speech, these few 
photos will give you a better idea of the 
show offered by the CAF on September 
20 and 21.

You can get all these pictures and 
many more by purchasing the CD 
“AIRSHO 2008” which includes more 
than 200 shots taken at Midland, on 
the ground and in flight, for a mere 
10 euros ($ 15.00), postage inclusive, 
by ordering it from the French Wing 
at once !
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While they were in Texas, eight of our 
members extended their stay for a week 
after AIRSHO.

They had planned to spend three days 
in Dallas, then to drive to Houston and 
Galveston to visit NASA and the Lone 
Star Flight Museum.

The damage caused by hurricane Ike 
was such that the city of Galveston was 
totally destroyed and made inaccessible 
for two weeks, even by the inhabitants 
who had evacuated the area before the 
arrival of Ike. The NASA in Houston 
was less damaged, but it remained 
closed to the public until September 23 
because of a lack of electricity. 

However, all of Houston hotels, as well 
as its area, were requisitioned within a 
radius of 100 miles around Houston 
to provide shelter to the Galveston 
refugees. It soon appeared that any at-
tempt to visit NASA would be futile, 
therefore our friends decided to stay 
in Dallas and visit interesting places in 
greater depth.

Monday was spent driving the 400 
miles between Midland and Dallas, or, 
more exactly, Addison, where they had 
booked rooms in the excellent Quality 
Inn hotel.

CAVANAUGH FLIGHT MU-
SEUM

Located a few miles away from their 
hotel, Jim Cavanaugh’s museum is 
one of the most beautiful we have 
ever seen. The quality of the airplanes 
displayed is hardly imaginable ! The 
finish of the airplanes is of an Oshkosh 

annual competition standard, and it’s a 
fact that several planes of this museum 
actually received an award in past 
Oshkosh contests.

The hangar 
cleanness is the 
best we aver saw 
in museums, 
in the entire 
world. During 
our visit, we 
were unable to 
find the small-
est spec of dust, 
to such a point 
that one won-
ders how such 
a level of per-
fection can be 
reached !…

Our friends Barbara and Aubrey Hair 
who welcomed us for this very pleasant 

visit, revealed 
to us the - very 
simple - secret 
of this perfec-
tion : Elbow 
grease, and a 
few utensils 
like sponges, 
rags, brooms, 
vacuum clean-
ers, and other 
cleaning prod-
ucts, all scien-
tifically mixed 
together with 

an innumerable number of hours. We 
don’t know the exact ratio of the hours 
spent on maintenance and cleaning of 
the planes with the time spent flying, 
but we can easily imagine that it is 

about one to one hundred !… There we 
met again with several planes that took 
part in AIRSHO : The gray Skyraider, 
the Grumann Mohawk with its warrior 
look, and the superb P-40 which won 
the Best Fighter Prize.

Composed of four hangars of a fair size, 
the museum will soon change in size 
since Jim Cavanaugh recently bought a 
very large hangar that will be used for 
the B-29 when it can leave Midland for 
its new place of residence.

Barbara and Aubrey took us to this 
“cathedral” which already shelters the 
C-47, the immense Caribou, and other 
airplanes of a smaller size. It is sure 

STROLL IN TEXAS
     Article and photos : Bernard Delfino
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that the proximity of Dallas will ease 
up the life of the members who main-
tain the B-29 and the B-24. They will 
enjoy all the facilities they need to 
work with, and those who fly in on an 
airliner, will save the Dallas - Midland 
and return sector when they come.

This too short visit was concluded with 
an excellent meal taken in one of the 
innumerable restaurants in Addison.

FRONTIERS OF FLIGHT MUSEUM

The afternoon was spent visiting the 
Frontiers of Flight Museum located on 
the Dallas Love Field airport.

There, we met Roy and Irene Grinnell, 
who are very familiar with this famous 
air museum.

Gifted with a beautiful collection of 
airplanes that range from the pioneers 

era to the present days, this museum 
also includes several items related to 
the space age, including, in particular, 
the ApolloVII ship.

Aimed at the young ones, the museum 
includes a large area which is made 
especially for them. There, they can 
touch real airplanes, they can enjoy 
educational tools made for them only, 

and they can build flying models under 
the supervision of experienced volun-
teers.

Another section 
is dedicated 
to art and the 
promotion of 
artists who spe-
cialize in avia-
tion, thanks to 
art shows that 
are rotated con-
tinuously. Roy 
Grinnell and 
Jean Barbaud 
for example.

Finally, the 
u n a v o i d a b l e 
gift shop is one 
of the best we 
know, thanks 
to a very large 
choice of items 
that are suitable 
for all ages and 
all tastes.

END OF 
OUR STAY

The rest of the 
week was spent 
between a visit 
to shopping 
malls with Roy 
and Irene, and 
the Fort-Worth 
Stockyards, a 
famous and so 
special place 

where the cattle is sold during auctions. 
This popular place is authentic and very 
pleasant indeed, to such a point that our 
friends loved that day spent in company 
of genuine cowboys and their cattle.

The day before we departed, our friends 
drove to Fairfield, located 120 miles from 
Houston, the closest place where they 
could find some hotel rooms. The fol-
lowing day, they drove to Houston and 
got there at noon, in time to return their 
rental cars and board the Air France 777.

Every member of the French Wing 
who was lucky enough to enjoy this 
trip wished to thank those who helped 

them make their stay a unique and 
unforgettable  moment.

As it happens every year, flying back home 
was affected by an understandable sadness, 
but it will soon be replaced by the hope to 
be reunited with our friends next year.

A year appears to be shorter if it is 
spent working for the French Wing, 
which is also a nice way to be in two 
places at the same time : France and 
Texas !
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GENERAL ASSEMBLY
HOW TO GET THERE

Our General Assembly and our annual 
dinner will take place in the Buffalo Grill 
restaurant in Villepinte. This restaurant 
and the B & B hotel (Former Villages Hô-
tel) where some of you will stay, are lo-
cated close to highway A104. These two 
buildings are only separated by a com-
mon car park as one can see on the maps 
and photos printed here after (Thanks to 
Google Maps !).

Whether you arrive from the West or from 
the East, via highway A104, you have to 
come out at exit number 4 “Tremblay - 
Villepinte”, and drive the short distance 
highlighted with a red line on the photo 
below, which will take you easily to the 
place of our meeting.

HÔTEL B & B

We recommend that those of you who 
will stay in this hotel, check in as soon as 
they arrive, which will give them the ac-
cess code that they’ll need to use to get in, 
late at night.

PROGRAM FOR
NOVEMBER 15

Lunch will be taken individually by 
those who will have arrived early, either 
in the same Buffalo Grill restaurant, or 
one of the numerous other nearby res-
taurants.

The meeting will start at 14:00, and will 
carry on until 18:00, with a break at about 
A6:00 or sooner if necessary.

The meeting room will then be set up as 
the dinning room by the personnel, for 
the dinner which will start at 19:30.

PROGRAM FOR
NOVEMBER 16

The morning will be spent in the Air Mu-
seum in Le Bourget, a visit that should last 
about 2 hours, between 10:00 and 12:00. 
It will be followed by a lunch in one of the 
restaurants near the museum.

FRENCH WING
GUESTS OF HONOR

We will have the pleasure and the great 
honor to welcome Mr and Mrs Roland 
De La Poype, Ace of the Normandie Nie-
men with 18 victories.

Roland De La Poype will be introduced 
by col Georges Marcelin, member of the 
French Wing, who was his personal me-
chanic during the first six months of exis-
tence of this Regiment in Russia.

The painting that was ordered from Roy 
Grinnell will be presented to them, and 
our two heroes will kindly sign high qual-
ity prints of this painting, which will be 
numbered and available for sale at 30 eu-
ros each.

Also, should you have a book or some 
other document that you would like to get 
signed by these two heroes, bring them 
along. They will, no doubt be too happy 
to sign them for you.

GENERAL ASSEMBLY



The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association ruled by 
the 1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal 
Officiel dated 10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0680361717

email : bdelfino26@free.fr
Executive Officer : Col. Roger GOUZON

Tél : 01 48 61 40 90 - Mobile : 0682904071
email : en attente

Finance Officer : Col. Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 0675742596

email : gascon.claude@neuf.fr
Adjutant : Col. Fumiko DELFINO

Tél & Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 0670362245
email : bdelfino26@free.fr

AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of the 
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete re-
production of the articles and the illustrations published in this 
monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the 
FW. Please write to the Association at the following address : 19 
rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.

FRENCH WING P.X.

The following articles are available with a payment 
by cheque to the CAF French Wing. (+ P & P).
• Wing patch: € 9,00.
• Norvigie patch: € 6,00.
• French Wing pin: € 10,00.
• Various pins “cloisonné”: € 5.00.
• 100 A4 sheets with the Wing logo and your 
personal address: € 10,00.
• Warbirds photographs 30x45cm: € 10,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL : € 15,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170  grammes, Hanes, L or 
XL: € 15,00.
• T shirts other sizes on order.
• T shirt illustrated with the picture of your choice 
(Maximum size A5 - Warning ! Only send pictures 
that are free from any copyrights !) : € 15,00.
• Aircraft profiles 15 cm x 20 cm ready for framing: 
Various types: € 4,00 each.
• Vidéo filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS PAL: € 
16,00 ©.
• Eric Besançon large size paintings: F4U Corsair 
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter: € 30,00 P & 
P included ©.
• Poster N°1 Avions de la seconde guerre mondi-
ale peint by Jean Bellis, 61x81cm: € 9,00 (FW 
Members), € 10,00 (Non Members) © + P & P.
• Greeting cards with Jean Bellis’ profiles: € 4,00 
each (P & P according to quantity) ©.
• Roy Grinnell prints - Normandie Niemen, F4U7, 
and B26 Marauder - Unsigned : € 30,00 + P & P 
€ 10,00. Signed by veterans : € 50,00 + P & P € 
10,00 ©.
• Roy Grinnell print of the Piper Cub: € 10 + P & P 
(FW Members), € 15 + P & P (Non members).
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 
Marauder and Neuneu) : € 0,50 each (P & P 
according to quantity) ©.
• CD Rom of all FW Newsletters since January 
2000, French and English, and 200 photos of 
warbirds taken during Airsho in Midland, by B. 
Delfino : € 10,00 P & P included ©.

WING PROJECTS
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Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL

ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ

Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS

Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES

Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON

Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN

Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON

Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III

Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER

George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK

Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE

Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD

Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen  BOTTLEY

Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT

Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR

Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE

Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE

David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO

Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON

Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN

Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON

John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT

Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France

Georges MARCELIN
Activités French Wing
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SKY RUNNER   -   TOPGUNART.COM  -  EPSON
AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE   -   DIFFUSION SERVICE

EDITIONS LARIVIERE   -   UNIVERS PUB  -  SWISS INTERNATIONAL

PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING

SPIRIT OF LEWIS 
SPONSORS 2008

FLYING SPONSORS

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel

François Bergeon
Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell

Georges Marcelin
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Patrick Pierre-Pierre

SKY RUNNER
Sandy Sansing
Regis Urschler

RESTORATION
SPONSORS

Didier Cardinal
Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury

Maurice Girard
John Roeder

SUPPORTING
SPONSORS

Christophe Bastide
Didier Bourrassier
Henri Bourrassier
George Chandler
William Davies

Dominique Deudon
Jean-Christophe Debuisson

Claude De Marco
Fumiko Delfino

Stéphane Duchemin
Louis-Jean Gioux

Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Yves Houssin

Léon Manoukians
Anne Roeder

Haruo Tanaka
Ronald Wright Note : Ces chiffres représentent les sommes qui ont fait l'objet d'un don au French Wing depuis 

l'achat du Piper Cub en Mai 2003, et non pas un état des comptes en banque de notre Unité.


