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Editorial
The La Ferté-Alais Airshow was, once
again, a great success which got tens
of thousands of spectators together. A
multitude of aircraft from the Blériot
XI to modern machines, including the
inevitable Warbirds, were displayed
on the ground and in flight and made
the public very happy.
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And since I am thanking people, I
would like to thank our friend colonel Claude De Marco. Assisted by
colonel Claude Gascon, he carried
out an incredible amount of work to
welcome, for a week-end, our group of
visitors of the WWI battle sites in the
area of Verdun. We will never thank
him enough for what he did for us.
But Claude De Marco is not stopping
there since, as you will read on the
last page of this Newsletter, he has
revealed himself as the most efficient
recruiter of new members for year
2003. Bravo Claude !
This issue includes, as an annexe of
two pages, a list of tasks that need
to be accomplished so that the FSS
can run correctly. This very long list
of various tasks will give a chance to
all our members to participate to the
Squadron's life, by choosing the ones
they fancy. This represents an invaluable help and nobody can imagine its
importance. It will relieve me of tasks
that I don't have time to carry out
myself, and it will allow me to concentrate on my main functions. A big
Thank You to all of you !
Bernard

FOR THE 31 st TIME, THE LA FERTÉ-ALAIS AIRSHOW
HAS BEEN A BIG SUCCESS - THE FRENCH SUPPORTER SQUADRON'S BOOTH WAS VISITED BY
HUNDREDS OF AVIATION LOVERS WHO SHOWED
THEIR SYMPATHY FOR OUR ACTIONS AND OUR
GOALS.
THE FSS TOOK THIS OPPORTUNITY TO INAUGURATE ITS NEW UTILITY VAN RECENTLY PURCHASED,
THANKS
TO THE GREAT HELP
OF THE AIRLINE
BRITISH AIRWAYS
IN PARIS, AND OUR
UNIT LEADER (See the
Photo : E. Ducreau

For the past 7 years they allowed us
to stay in contact with the numerous
aviation lovers who form the famous
and friendly public of La Ferté-Alais.
Without this important help, our
Squadron would not be what it is
today.

Photo : B. Delfino

The FSS booth saw hundreds of visitors stopping-by and buying some P.X.
articles, or discuss about the CAF and
the FSS. It was, therefore, another
great success for our Squadron too,
and I take the opportunity of this
editorial to sincerely thank Editions
Lariviere who accepted us very
warmly. They confirm themselves,
indirectly, but very efficiently, as one
of the most important Sponsors of our
Unit.

article on page 9 of this issue).

FSS ANNUAL DUES - YEAR 2003/2004

If you haven't paid your FSS annual dues for year 2003/
2004, this is the last Newsletter that you will receive !
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American Aircraft in French Colors

CURTISS SBC HELLDIVER
By Colonels John P. Roeder and Michel Perrin

The Curtiss SBC was the last combat biplane produced
in the US. In its final form the carrier-based Scout (dive)
bomber was first flown in December 1935. In 1936 the
US-Navy contracted for
eighty three SBC-3 production examples, with
deliveries scheduled to
begin in July 1937.

the 9th and 14th of June 1940. With the collapse of the
French army in sight, the Béarn sailed to the French
overseas department of Martinique in the Caribbean,
where it arrived a few
days after the armistice between Germany
and France had been
signed.

The SBC-4 was a
developed version with
improved performance
and the ability to carry
a 1,000 lb (450 kg)
bomb. In January 1938
a production contract
for 174 aircraft for the
Navy was placed for
delivery from March
1939.

On June 27th the aircraft were unloaded at
Fort-de-France. They
remained out in the
open without ever serving any purpose.
It must be remembered
that after the armistice
the French West Indies
came under control of
Pétain’s Vichy government which had no other choice than to cooperate with
Nazi Germany.

At the time the French aircraft carrier Béarn, the only
one available to the “Marine Nationale”, still had various types of totally antiquated Levasseur biplanes of the
1920’s on board. In an act of despair the French ordered
50 Curtiss SC-77s (SBC-4s) in the US.

Five of the residual aircraft of the French order reached
Britain in August 1940. As Clevelands they were allocated to the RAF for ground training.

As an urgent help to France, the US Navy handed over
44 of its SBC-4s, which had been assigned to the USS
Lexington and Saratoga. Modified to French standards
and provided with US civil registration markings (NX …)
for export, these were picked up by the Béarn between

At Martinique the SBC’s gradually deteriorated. In 1942
or 1943 they were finally dynamited one by one by
French seamen without having ever been used.
DATA TABLE - Curtiss SBC-4 Helldiver
Description : Two-seat carrier-based scout (dive) bomber
Propulsion : 1 x 950 hp Wright R-1820-34
Span : 34 ft 0 in (10,36 m)
Gross Weight : 7632 lb (3462 kg)
Maximum Speed : 237 mph (381 km/h)
Cruise Speed : 127 mph (204 km/h)
Range : 590 mls (950 km) *
Service Ceiling : 27300 ft (8320 m)
Armament : 1 fixed .30 cal (7,65 mm) in nose
and 1 flexible rear .30 cal (7,65 mm)
Bomb Load : 1 x 500 lb (227 kg) or 1,000 lb (450 kg) bomb under fuselage
* With a 500 lbs (227 kg) bomb
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VERDUN

Text & photos : B. Delfino

The area of Verdun is one of the largest site where took
place bloody battles that made WWI one of the most horrible conflicts of all times. The trenches are still there,
barely altered by time, even if nature slowly takes over
these testimonies of men's foolishness. All year long, people come and visit these sacred places, and, as opposed
to what one might think, their number proves that the
public does not loses its interest in a war which is, today,
so far away.

spirit is always mentioned, were the luckiest ones since,
between missions, away from the front line, they enjoyed
an easy life which had nothing in common with the life
experienced by the infantry soldiers. Aircraft mechanics,
exhausted, worked continuously, night and day, to keep
a maximum number of airplanes airworthy. If they rarely
suffered from artillery bombardments, they were often
the victims of enemy air attacks.
Such was the picture of this war, briefly painted, which
was reminded to our group of visitors in the town of
Verdun and its area. Those who had some previous
interest for this war knew about these terrible conditions
through the reading
of books like "The
Wooden Crosses" and
"All is Quiet on the
Western Front", but
nothing could compare to this visit to
fully realize the degree
of horror reached by
this titanic conflict.

First true conflict where mechanical equipment played a
major role, World War One caused the death of millions of
people, in totally inhuman conditions for most of them.
The "Poilus" ("Hairies"
was the nickname of
the infantry soldiers),
who had mud, illness,
malnutrition,
and
permanent fear, as
companions, tried to
hide in the trenches.
Before them, they had
enemy soldiers who
were not better off
and lived in the same
conditions. They did
not hate theses opponents and did not understand what
they were doing there.
Attacks followed attacks. Many fell,
victims of bullets or schrapnels from
grenades or shells, and continuous
bombardments by the artillery were
the counterpoints of fatal underground mines. The luckiest ones
were injured which guaranteed a
rest for a few days or weeks away
from the front line. Finally, gases
completed this accumulation of horror and cruelty.

Above : The FSS group before the entrance of
the Verdun Citadelle.
Below : The instigators of this memorable
visit, colonels Claude De Marco, and Claude
Gascon.

The Citadelle was the
first stop in our tour.
Located in the center
of Verdun, this fort
has a total of 4,5 miles of underground galleries of which a small part
can be visited, comfortably seated
on electrically driven cars. Filmed
scenes are cleverly projected with a
convincing three dimensional effect.
Authentic equipment are well displayed and accurate comments
emphasize the respect deserved by
this conflict and the men who had
the misfortune to take part in it. The
tour was twenty minutes long, and
ended with a visit of the museum full
of weapons and uniforms.

In this conflict, aviation found a way
to make outstanding progress. The
fragile planes of the early days were
soon replaced by airplanes which
used some surprizing high technology equipment, some
of are still valid today. The pilots, whose chivalrous

Then we went to the Ossuary and
its impressive cemetery. In this huge
building rest the remains of thousands of soldiers who were so badly mutilated that they
could not be identified. Topped by a tower which is sev3

diers during the long hours they waited in the
trenches. Carved and designed with art, they
often relate to religion, the only refuge and the
only hope of these tortured human beings.
The scale one reproduction of part of a battle
field, amazingly realistic, is in the center of
this Memorial. Around it, is a huge collection
of guns and vehicles, all perfectly maintained.
Many photographs brought from the front lines
by courageous reporters, remind the visitors
that what they see is reality, since it is far too
easy to let one's mind wander and believe that
all this is only fictitious.
eral dozens of feet high, this majestic mausoleum is the
grave of thousands of victims of all nationalities. A crypt
bears the names of individuals or Associations that help
maintaining this imposing place. The tower, whose stairs
made more than one suffer to reach its top, provides the
visitors with a unique view point over the surrounding
battle grounds. The view over the cemetery located at the
foot of the ossuary allows everyone to realize the terrifying size of this graveyard.
The visit of the tower completed, going down was definitely easier than climbing up. We were then invited to watch
a photo projection with amazing special effects, which
included intelligent and neutral comments that did not
point the finger at any of the belligerent and emphasized
the futility and worthlessness of all these dead people.
Alas ! Nobody can turn the clock back. Human beings are
weak and vain, and the years that followed this war showed
how badly the lessons of this conflict were not learned and
remembered, and drove humanity towards a second world
war much more murderous, much more crazy…

Not far from there, we were allowed to see the remains of
a village that was outrageously bombed and defaced by
the artillery. Of the houses where men, women, and children, lived and loved, nothing subsists but a few rocks
here and there. The places where these buildings used to
be are only recognisable by the displayed placards, and,
today, a single chapel is there to honor this place.
Our stay carried on with a visit to the Verdun Memorial,
built by the survivors of this battle, in honor of their
dead comrades. This Memorial is a place where everyone
can collect himself, but it's also a museum whose collections surprize the visitors. Of all the places that we
had the privileged to visit, this Memorial is the only one
that mentions, in great depth, the aeronautical part of
this battle. Two aircraft, one French, and one German,
give an idea of the fragility of these honorable machines
which nevertheless efficiently carried out the tasks they
were meant to perform.
Among the weapons, the uniforms, and the equipment
that are displayed, the most moving items are, without
any doubt, those that were made by the infantry sol4

the picture above, the fourth row
of seats of the right hand group of
participants). Many officials, civilians and military, American and
French, took part in this moving
ceremony.
Four Armée de l'Air Mirage fighter
aircraft flew above the cemetery
twice, to honor the soldiers who
lost their life during these combats. The speeches were short
and very friendly, and the many
Veterans Associations added to
the great solemnity of this event.

We carried on with an impressive
visit of the Fort of Douaumont.
This geometric building and its
numerous bunkers that were
heavily armed with machine
guns and canons, was held, for
a long time, by French troops.
It was intensely bombed by the
enemy to such a point that it lost
its shape (See the title picture).
The subject of violent attacks by
the Germans, the French troops
had to evacuate, but the fort was
taken back after a few weeks of
deadly combats.

This year, this commemoration was the second event that
allowed us to proudly represent the Commemorative Air
Force during official ceremonies (The first one being during the anniversary of the death of fighter pilot Lieutenant
William Patton). It showed how important the respect of
the dead veterans is for everyone of our members.

As everyone knows, American troops got involved in the
later part of this first world war. These valiant soldiers
were decimated and dozens of thousands of them lost
their life. A testifier of these violent fights is the American
Cemetery where rest almost 15000 young soldiers who
came from the U.S.A to get killed in the combats around
Verdun.

All the participants to this week-end spent in Verdun
were more than satisfied by the richness of the program
prepared by colonel Claude De Marco. He produced an
extraordinary effort to please us, and I can confirm that
he was way above what one could have hoped for.

On the Saturday, we were welcomed by the Superintendent
of this sacred place. He invited us to take part in the following day ceremony to celebrate Memorial Day.

Modest, colonel Claude Gascon said that the role he
played was almost negligible, but I know that he took a
very active part in it.
For this reason, I wish to send the sincere thanks of all
the participants to our two friends. The feelings amongst
our group was extraordinarily friendly and warm. We owe
this to them who said that they are ready to do it again
for those of our members who could not join us.

Military American and French detachments met members
of Associations who had dressed like the "Poilus" of these
glorious years. A band played the national anthems, and
gun shots were fired to honor the dead.
The Commemorative Air Force had an entire row of seats
reserved for its members, which proves the high esteem
that the Superintendent has for our Organisation (On
5

Text & photos : B. Delfino

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS
2003

1

The La Ferté-Alais airshow allowed a great number of
members and friends of the FSS to get together and help
representing our organization for the sixth time.

on the airfield in a "Tora ! Tora ! Tora !" style, followed by
a simulated pylon race.
Modern planes were there too : Alpha Jet, Mirage, Super
Etendard, Dassault Falcon 50, and the inevitable French
aerobatics team Patrouille de France (Alas, only on the
Saturday).

The members present were : Bertrand Boussert, Michel
Cahiez, Didier Cardinal, Bernard and Fumiko Delfino, Yves
Donjon, Stéphane Duchemin, Eric Ducreau, Jean-Marc
Elipot, Christian Falentin, Roger Gouzon, Eric Janssonne,
Elzéard Ligneul, Cédric Malhaire and his friend Gaëlle, JeanPaul Merlier, Jean-Claude Miniggio, Patrick Pierre-Pierre,
Bernard Pieracci, Claude Requi, and Christian Tournemine.
If it had not been for a lack of application forms, our friend
Damien Bourgaux would have signed his Commission on
the spot like new colonel Bertrand Boussert did, but you
can be sure that this will soon be repaired.
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As the connaisseurs know, the La Ferté airshow is not
exclusively reserved for warbirds. Far from it. This show
covers all periods of aviation history, from the pioneers
to date. The organizers do all possible efforts to put the
accent on the very popular and spectacular warbirds,
but cost is a restricting factor that cannot be avoided,
especially when the invited aircraft have to fly hundreds
of miles to get to the airfield.
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The show went back in time as far as the pioneers area
when a splendid Blériot XI took off. It was followed by
many WWI aircraft like the Fokker DR1 (2), Spad (4),
SE5A (3), Breguet XIV, and many others. The in-between
wars period "Belle Époque" was well illustrated by superb
aircraft like the Morane 317 (6) and Dewoitine D-27.
Excellent comments by our friend Bernard Chabert was
a perfect link between these flights. He is so good at this
task that spectators listened to him almost religiously.

Warbird lovers had no reasons to complain since they
were able to watch, in flight, airplanes like the Spitfire
MkV, F-4U7 Corsair, B-25 Mitchell, B-17 Flying-Fortress,
JU 52 (5), P-47D Thunderbolt (7), Caudron 760, Lockheed
L-12A (1), Fieseler Storch, Beechcraft C-45, F6F Hellcat,
Piper Cub L-4H, Yak 11, Skyraider (1st page photo), and
a multitude of T6 Texan which played a modest attack
6

With a great help from the sunshine, this event
turned into a real feast that one could appreciate during the time - much too short - of this
week-end of Pentecost.
As mentioned elsewhere in this issue, the FSS
inaugurated its new P.X. van which was still
bearing its previous owner's markings : British
Airways. This vehicle revealed itself as ideal for
this task, although it still had three extra seats
that we will soon make removable.
Another brand new piece of equipment was the
green and white tent that was recently donated
to the FSS by two of its members.

5

Slightly larger than the previous one since it
measures 9 x 18 feet, this tent is an excellent acquisition, much lighter, and a lot easier to install. In addition,

ships… As in many various matters, patience is a rule,
and it sometimes take several months before potential
members decide to join our organization.
The security of the airfield was greatly improved compared to last year, and we were not the victims of any
thefts, which is a good thing. Shops were legions and well
supplied. Souvenir hunters found all they wanted : Old
books, models, photos, patches, pins, etc…

6
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Our P.X. was manned permanently by colonel Fumiko
Delfino, helped, in turns, by other members, and the
shop saw many visitors stuck along the bench, to such
a point that it was sometimes difficult to get anywhere
near it.
In conclusion, it was an excellent week-end which went
too fast, in a very warm atmosphere. Our fears of possible remarks about the recent problems went away very
quickly since, evidently, aviation lovers are way above
these political considerations. The admiration for the
CAF and the U.S.A. that they expressed gave us a pride
that we appreciated with no limits.
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one third of its volume can be turned into a private room
by simply folding the front face inside and using it as a
wall. This ingenious and improvised modification was
appreciated by everyone, and this system will be made
permanent by the addition of a traverse bar and a
few Velcro patches (Editor : See the list of tasks in the
annexe to this issue).
This equipment includes clear plastic "windows" which
will need to be covered by opaque panels for those
who would like to sleep in it, like colonel Stéphane
Duchemin did during the La Ferté-Alais airshow. He
had no reasons to complain about his choice since the
fabric is a lot more silent than the previous tent, during gusting winds.
Like every year, many members of the public interested by the CAF asked us for commission forms. Future
will tell if these requests will turn into firm member7

"On ne fait pas les choses parce qu'elles sont faciles,
mais parce qu'elles sont difficiles" (J.F. Kennedy)

P.X. : PIPER CUB T SHIRTS
Colonel Roy Grinnell has just painted a new
picture for the FSS so that we can use it to find
the funds we need to operate our Cub.
This painting, another splendid piece of art, is
smaller than those Roy painted of the Groupe
Bretagne and the Normandie Niemen. It was
made on thick cardboard, special for oil based
paint.

Painting : Roy Grinnell

The Post Office should deliver this oil painting
in a very near future, but, in the mean time, we
managed to make a few T shirts from the photo
sent to us via email by Irene Grinnell, and it is
already available from the FSS P.X.
To order one or more of those T shirts, please
contact the FSS head office specifying the quantity and the size required. Each T shirt is $ 15.00
(15.00 Euros), + P & P $ 5.00 (5.00 Euros). For
greater quantities please call us.

and many visitors turned it in a success. The items that
brought the largest amounts of money were the Roy Grinnell prints that ten amateurs appreciated so much that
they are now the proud owners of these prints. Five Jean
Bellis posters were also purchased, and we only need to
sell 20 of those pictures to fully reimburse the money we
invested in this project.

Other articles based on the same painting will soon be
made available. We will advise you when they are ready.

As you will notice by looking at the "Cubometer" on the
last page of this issue, we are now only $ 3300.00 away
from our target. A bit more help and we'll be there !

BUILDING OUR OWN HANGAR
IS IT POSSIBLE ?…
The long and painstaking quest for some hangar space
for our Piper Cub made us dream of the possibility of
owning our very own hangar…

Photo : B. Delfino

The FSS budget being radically unable to support such
an ambitious project at this very moment, we have
thought that, may be, a totally private venture could be
a viable opportunity for those of our members who could
do this kind of financial investment. Already, two of our
members have shown a definite and very strong interest
in such a project !
This idea may, at first, look utopian. But, thinking about
it, the cost of such a building, able to shelter up to 5 single engine aircraft, could easily be supported by 5 to 10
co-owners.

HELP TO THE L BIRD PROJECT
This month our friends who gave a serious financial push
to the L Bird project are : Roger Vaucamp, Roy and Irene
Grinnell, Barbara and Aubrey Hair, Patrick Pierre-Pierre,
Claude Requi, Christophe Bastide, Yves Donjon, Bill
Katsones, Nicolas Libis, Lewis and Bunty Bateman, Eric
Janssonne, Semaan Soueid, Christian Tournemine, Guy
Robert, and Bernard and Fumiko Delfino.

Renting the available spaces could then bring the initial
investment back in a reasonable time. This hangar would
need to include an office, a kitchen, and a rest-room,
which could allow our members to spend a few days there
if they feel like it.
If some of the FSS members have any experience in this
kind of construction, in the costs involved, and in its legal
implications, or if they know anyone who has some experience in this matter, we would like to hear from them as
soon as possible. Many thanks in advance !

Except for the direct gift made by col. Roger Vaucamp,
all these donations are the result of the sale of items that
these members had given to the FSS. The La Ferté-Alais
airshow played a major role in these sales : Nice weather
8

THIRD AIRSHOW OF THE SEASON :
HAGUENEAU - 18, 19, AND 20 JULY 2003

2003 FSS PHOTO CONTEST
You only have 4 months to send us the 5 pictures related to aviation that you will present to the 2003 FSS
Photo Contest. Get your cameras out !…

FSS members who wish to participate in the Hagueneau
airshow on July 18, 19, and 20, may still advise us of
their intentions. They must make themselves known as
soon as possible so we can decide on the vehicles we will
use. The distance from Paris being rather important, we
must minimize this cost as much as we can.

See the basic rules of this contest in the May 2003 issue of our Newsletter.

COL. C. BASTIDE'S EMAIL ADDRESS

In addition to three of our members who live in the East
of France, six others have confirmed their participation.
Also, if all goes as planned, colonel Jean-Claude Miniggio
will be there with his Morane 315 which will be parked
next to our booth. This highly attractive element should
help drawing the public to our booth, which will also help
our P.X.

Colonel Bastide has acquired a computer, and, at the
same time, an email address which is :
< bastide16@aol.com >

COL. P. PIERRE-PIERRE'S ADDRESS

ARSENAL VG-33 (FOLLOW-UP)

Colonel Patrick Pierre-Pierre has moved. Here is his new
address :
11 Bd Commandant CHARCOT
Appt. 102
17 440 AYTRE
FRANCE

Following the article about the Arsenal VG-33, published
in the June 2003 issue of our Newsletter, colonel Eric
Janssonne has sent a web site address of a group of
people who intent to build an exact flying replica of this
extraordinary fighter :

Tel: 05 46 50 93 55 - Email: < patp-p@wanadoo.fr >

< http://arsenalvg33.free.fr >

LATEST : A VAN FOR THE FSS !
The FSS Unit Leader, Bernard Delfino, has just purchased
a van which is in a very good state : A Ford Transit which
is 11 years old, but which has less than 25000 Miles at
the counter. It's Bernard's employer, British Airways in
Roissy Charles de Gaulle, who had offered this vehicle for
sale because it was poorly adapted for the intended use
of occasional transport of passengers between the airport
terminals.

van to the FSS for its activities, starting with the transport of the Squadron's equipment (Tent, electrical power
unit, etc…). This vehicle will also be used as an occasional camper for 2 persons during short term events.
Too large for the garage that the FSS co-rents with colonel
Didier Cardinal, this van immediately created a stowage
problem. This difficulty was promptly solved by our friend
Roger Gouzon who owns a large garage. He spontaneously and generously offered the FSS to use it for this van,
without any charges to the FSS or Bernard. In addition,
Roger, a highly experienced technician, offered, with the
help of other voluntary members, to carry out all the necessary modifications for the best possible use of the inside
and outside of this van. If you are interested in participating in the implementation of these modifications, please
make yourself known
as soon as possible to
the FSS.

This unexpected offer was done to him by a British Airways Manager- and long time friend of Bernard - Madame
Rita Raynaud. She was really delighted to make a good
deed and help our Squadron in such an efficient and elegant way. Thank you Rita !
Bernard wanted to take this unique opportunity to help
the FSS but he did not
want to use any of the
Squadron's
budget.
Therefore, (With the
agreement of the P.X.
Officer who, as everyone knows, is also
his wife), he decided
to pay for this vehicle
and also take on the
costs of the technical
check, the registration, the repairs, the
insurance, and the
inside lining of the
van.

Photo : E. Ducreau

Lending this vehicle to
the FSS will allow the
latter to save a lot of
money by cutting the
need to rent a van several times a year.

Bernard and Fumiko
immediately lent this
9

We wish to thank
Roger Gouzon for his
generosity. His active
participation and his
team spirit have made
him a key member of
our Association.

THE PIPER CLUB FRANCE FLY-IN
SPOILED BY THUNDERSTORMS
AND TONS OF WATER
The Piper Club France Fly-In in Normandy was cut
short because of violent and continuous storms on
Saturday, June 14, 2003.

Photo : B. Delfino

It's not until 15:30 that the sky cleared and a bright
sunshine appeared, alas, too late for the fly-in to be
appreciated by the participants. Only a few pleasure
flights could then be made at the end of the afternoon
by some of the planes. This bad weather also had a
terrible effect on our P.X. sales which were close to
zero.
The only true satisfaction of this week-end was the presence
of colonel and Senator Ernest Cartigny (Photo below), still very
active in the aeronautical world,
and still very
efficient since,
back to the Senate, he played an
important role
in the modifications of the
law intended to
fight terrorism,
which
nearly
caused the end
of the warbirds
in France. Other
memberspresent
were Christian
Tournemine,
and
Bernard
and
Fumiko
Delfino.

WELCOME BERTRAND BOUSSERT
Following the last General Assembly of the FSS in Verdun, colonel Claude De Marco convinced Bertrand Boussert to join the CAF and the FSS.
Colonel Bertrand Boussert is a telecommunications research engineer working for Georgia Tech Lorraine, the
European head office for the Georgia Institute of Technology, fourth American
science university after
Stanford and MIT.

Photo : B. Delfino

His love for aviation came
from the reading of books
about WWII. Aviation
showed itself as a fully
operational force over
the continents (Europe,
Africa), or over the seas
(Pacific Ocean). These
books became an incentive for further historical
complementary studies,
and a reason to collect documents about the various
types of aircraft that took part in this conflict.

More than 20
classic
gear
airplanes produced by Piper came to Normandy for this
event, some even coming from as far as Switzerland, Belgium, and England.

Bertrand has three favorite warbirds : The P-51 Mustang,
the F4U Corsair, and the P-38 Lightning.
We were able to appreciate Bertrand's wide technical
knowledge during the meal that we all had together during our stay in Verdun. His eagerness to learn the specificities of the aeronautical technology is a good sign for
his future within the FSS (One must say that his main
interlocutor was col. John Roeder. Bertrand could not
find a better one !).

Some nice classic cars joined the event and became the
companions of the venerable Piper airplanes. We believe
that their owners had quite a job to get them clean of the
abundant dirt and mud after such a wet day…
We wish a long life to the Piper Club France Association
which help the owners of Piper aircraft so efficiently, and
we thank mister Guy Fourdrain, President, and Clément
François, Secretary, for the warm welcome they gave us.

We wish to thank colonel Claude De Marco for allowing
the commission of a member like Bertrand, and we thank
Bertrand for his interest for the CAF and the FSS.
(Note : Our Unit Leader immediately noticed that Bertrand
owns a Macintosh computer. A very good point which could
not be kept silent !…).

Photo : B. Delfino

Welcome aboard Bertrand !
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Col. Bertrand Boussert
1B Rue des Erables
57070 SAINT JULIEN LES METZ
Tél : 03 87 18 83 70
email : < Bboussert@aol.com >

WELCOME DAMIEN BOURGAUX

your name in upper-case letters, your CAF ID number,
and your signature. You can also use the form that will
be publish in CONTRAILS.

Colonel Damien Bergaux is another recruit of colonel
Claude De Marco. The latter first welcomed him in the
Verdun Association that he leads : "Des ailes pour la mémoire" (Wings for Memory), whose goal is to honor the
sacrifices of Allied and German pilots who died in the
Meuse district during WWII.

This request will need to get to Keith Lawrence no later
than September 22. Any request received after this date
will be considered as invalid.
Keith Lawrence
Director Administration
Commemorative Air Force
P.O. Box 62000
Midland TX 79711
U.S.A

Claude also convinced
Damien to become a CAF
and FSS member, which is
ideal to match the technical and historical aspects
of aviation between 1939
and 1945, two subjects
that Damien loves very
much.

NEW CAF CHIEF OF STAFF
Colonel Steve Barber recently announced his resignation as Chief of Staff of the General Staff, citing personal
considerations. Steve will, however, continue to serve as
a member of the General Staff for the remainder of his
elected term.

Damien is a Chemist
Biologist, and he started
working in Verdun two
years ago.

On June 5, 2003, the General Staff elected Colonel Bob
Thompson as Chief of Staff. Colonel Don “Tiny” Malm
has been appointed to the position of Deputy Chief of
Staff.

Single, born on July 24, 1966, Damien likes photography,
video, and writing, three activities which perfectly match
those of the FSS. Crazy about aviation and warbirds as
one would expect, his favorite warbird is the Spitfire.

THE CAVANAUGH MUSEUM C-47

Those of our members who were in Verdun during the
visit organized by Claude, or those who were at La FertéAlais for the airshow, had the pleasure to meet Damien
who came over with Bertrand Boussert.

The Cavanaugh Museum in Dallas has completed the
long restoration of it C-47. It is seen, here, during a
maintenance flight, flown by colonel Aubrey Hair (Chief
pilot of the Cavanaugh and member of the FSS) and Doug
Jeanes. Colonel Barbara Hair, Aubrey's wife and member
of the FSS too, as everyone knows, was on board for the
trip. A faultless and smooth flight as one can expect from
this legendary airplane.

(Note : Like Bertrand, Damien owns a Macintosh computer.
The Mac Club is growing !…).
Welcome aboard Damien !
Colonel Damien Bourgaux
5 Place Thiers
55100 VERDUN
Tél : 03 29 86 17 68
Email : < Dbourgaux@aol.com >

FSS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The FSS Annual General Assembly will take place on
Saturday, November 22, 2003 in the Hôtel Acadie
in Tremblay en France. It will start at 14h30 and will
be followed, like every year, by our annual meal at
20h00.
The day after, Sunday November 23, will most probably
be dedicated to the presentation of our Piper Cub and
local flights. It is far too early to give the details of this
organization, but we thank you for reserving this entire
week-end for our Squadron.

Named "Mr. C" to honor Jim Cavanaugh's father who was
a crew chief on C-47 during WWII, the plane will be presented during the Oshkosh airshow where it could well
win a prize for its superb restoration.
(Note : We
strongly
recommend to
our members
a visit to the
Cavanaugh
Museum which
has a collection
of very high
quality aircraft,
many of which
have already
won a first prize
at Oshkosh in
the past).

CAF ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
REQUEST FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT
If you do not think that you can be in Midland for airsho
03 and the CAF Annual General Assembly, you can vote
by mail, as long as you request the necessary paper work
in due time.
You need to write to the CAF Director of Administration,
Keith Lawrence, by simply writing on a sheet of paper :
"REQUEST FOR AN ABSENTEE BALLOT", followed by
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L BIRD SPONSORS - JUNE 2003

The FSS P.X.

EXTERNAL SPONSORS

The following articles are available against a payment by
cheque to the French Supporter Squadron.
(N.B.: Postage is extra).

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE - LE PUBLIC SYSTÈME CINÉMA
LE FANA DE L’AVIATION - SCHOTT NYC

INTERNAL SPONSORS

• Official Squadron patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type Squadron patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm:  40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm. framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head:  8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm:  7,70.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm framed:  20,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grams, Hanes, XL  16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grams, Hanes, XL:  16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your choice (Maximum
size A5): Send in yourpicture and we will make the Tshirt of your
dreams (Warning! Only send pictures that are totally free from
copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. pre-framed: Various:
 4,00 each.
• Warbird cards:  4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS
PAL:  16,00.
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric Besançon: F4U Corsair
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter:  31,00.
• Poster of 36 WWII airplanes painted by Jean Bellis,
61x81cm:  9,20 (FSS Members)  12,50 (Non Membres).
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings - Normandie Niemen,
Corsair F4U7, and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 +
P & P. Signed by veterans :  60,00 + P & P.
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 Marauder,
Corsair, and Neuneu) :  0,50 each.
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters (Years 2000, 2001, and
2002), French and English, compatible PC and Macintosh,
.pdf format readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader :  15,00 P
& P inclusive.

(Par ordre chronologique)

RECRUITMENT 2003
NEW COLONELS (CODE NAME BRAVO)
µµ Frédéric Pollicella (Didier Cardinal) µµ
µµ Bertrand Boussert (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Damien Bourgaux (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Léon Collin (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Hervé Cherry (Claude Requi) µµ
UPGRADE FROM ASSOCIATE MEMBER TO COLONEL
µµ Patrick Gremez µµ
µµ Cédric Malhaire µµ
NEW CADET
µµ Alexandre Baraket (Stéphane Duchemin) µµ
NEW FRIEND OF THE FSS
µµ François Brévot (Bernard Delfino) µµ
The French Supporter Squadron is a non-profit Association ruled by the
1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Claude REQUI
Tel : 0442287755 - email : claude.requi@free.fr
Finance Officer : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0160260798 - email : delta.charlie@wanadoo.fr
Adjutant : Col. Eric DUCREAU
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Supporter Squadron of the
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete reproduction of the
articles and the illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the FSS. Please write to the Association at the
following address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.
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Marcel FRANCISCI
Bernard DELFINO
Jacques PERAGALLO
Sandy & Connie SANSING
Cédric MALHAIRE
Claude REQUI
Michel CAHIEZ
Julien LEPELLETIER
Fumiko DELFINO
Jean-Jacques SAHUT
Lewis & Bunty BATEMAN
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Serge CLODORE
Daniel CLODORE
Jean-Paul MERLIER
Jean RŒDER
Roger VAUCAMP
Daniel & Lucie SAUVAGE
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Marcel et Liliane RUPPERT
Christian FREZARD
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Michel BON
Dons anonymes du PUBLIC
Paul BARLAND
Ron WESP
Christian FALENTIN
Christian TOURNEMINE
Didier CARDINAL
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Eric DUCREAU
Eric JANSSONNE
Henri BOURRASSIER
Jim LUX
Jean-Claude MINIGGIO
Christophe BASTIDE
Yves DONJON
Guy ROBERT
Centex Wing
Christiane HÉBERT
Yuri DELFINO
Kim TOLFREE
Georges VAN HOVE
Terran TIDWELL
Yves HOUSSIN
Jean-Jacques VAUCHER
Bernard PIERACCI
Eric BESANÇON
Hervé CHERRY
Bob & Lil AYARS
Giovanni COMIS
Peter LANGRIDGE
Jean-Claude PETIT
Claude GASCON
Nicolas LIBIS
Gilles AVENEL
Gilles BAILLOT
Patrick GREMEZ
Isabelle LESSER
Roy & Irène GRINNELL
Alphonse THIRY
Semaan SOUEID
Hank POTTER
Claude DE MARCO
Dominique ROYER
Regis URCHLER
Michel PERRIN
Guy PERRIN
Elzéard LIGNEUL
Jean-Mark ELIPOT
Hubert HOSY
Roger GOUZON
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Bill KATSONES
PX & Événements FSS
Avances sur cotisations au FSS
Intérêts Bancaires Annuels

4952,71
2760,47
1000,00
2268,40
221,75
1810,91
433,58
318,71
602,70
152,45
998,08
140,44
53,36
53,36
105,08
741,19
350,00
203,52
696,74
341,16
76,22
350,00
153,36
434,07
302,45
699,80
152,45
156,44
460,12
150,80
64,98
221,00
229,85
411,61
60,98
646,93
316,16
243,18
26,68
304,90
148,45
176,84
76,22
118,91
152,45
393,94
76,22
83,85
76,22
59,46
187,85
22,87
31,25
152,45
178,52
728,18
45,73
69,03
99,09
1398,20
68,11
120,00
100,00
49,60
21,80
475,77
15,00
30,00
100,00
20,00
10,00
410,00
120,00
16,00
1439,39
2100,00
1841,77

TOTAL

34879,77

F
250000
245000
240000
235000
230000
225000
220000
215000
210000
205000
200000
195000
190000
185000
180000
175000
170000
165000
160000
155000
150000
145000
140000
135000
130000
125000
120000
115000
110000
105000
100000
95000
90000
85000
80000
75000
70000
65000
60000
55000
50000
45000
40000
35000
30000
25000
20000
15000
10000
5000
0


38112
37350
36588
35826
35063
-34301
33539
32777
32014
31252
30490
29728
28965
28203
27441
26679
25916
25154
24392
23630
22867
22105
21343
20581
19818
19056
18294
17532
16769
16007
15245
14483
13720
12958
12196
11434
10671
9909
9147
8385
7622
6860
6098
5336
4573
3811
3049
2287
1524
762
0

(228796,29 F)

ANNEXE : LIST OF TASKS TO BE PERFORMED FOR THE FSS
As you will find out when you read it, the list of tasks to be performed so that our Unit is as efficient as possible, is very
long and far from being exhaustive. Therefore, we have decided to publish it on a regular basis and give everyone a
chance to participate, better than before, to our Squadron's activities.
If you think that you can help our Unit efficiently by completing one or more of these tasks, please contact us as soon as
convenient. We will give you all the directives that you require to carry them out.
In order to keep our Squadron budget in healthy conditions, we will appreciate any work done for free by our members.
Beware !… Before you step forward and take on one of these tasks, you will need to be absolutely sure that
you can fulfil your promise, that you can finish it by the limit date, and that you can produce a work of a
professional level.

VAR 1.03 : Make a precious wood plaque (40 x 80 cm)
which will bear smaller plaques with the name of the
FSS members who have gone west since the birth of our
Squadron.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.

VAN 6.03 : Find and fit a reasonable quality radio set to
our van.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.
Project adopted by Eric Ducreau on 10/06/03.
TEN 1.03 : Change the inside arrangement of our new
tent to allow for a use as 1/3 - 2/3 proportions by simply folding the front face inside, thanks to an additional
traverse tube. Design an easy to fit lighting system, and
permanently mark the structure tubes for an easy setting.
Finally, design some inside "shutters" to be fitted over the
"windows", using thick fabric and velcro patches.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

VAR 2.03 : Create a trunk that will contain all the necessary utensils for basic cooking during the airshows or
other events that our Squadron will take part in. Made of
metal, it will include a small gas cooker, two gas cartridges, a kettle, enough plates, knives, spoons, and forks, for
twelve persons, the washing-up tools and soap, and basic
products like salt, pepper, spices, napkins, etc…
Limit date : 30 April 2004.
Project adopted by Stéphane Duchemin on 11/06/03.

TEN 1.03 : Find or make a container to protect the fabric
panels and all accessories, as well as strong bags for the
tent structure tubes (PVC fabric).
Limit date : 30 April 2004.
Project adopted by Didier Cardinal on 15/06/03.

VAR 3.03 : Create a diorama of a reasonable size with a
scale model of the CAF main base in Midland, with aircraft models of a very small scale, so that it can be shown
in our booth during airshows and other events.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

ADM 1.03 : Design and make a "Press-Book" style document that will be sent to potential sponsors for our Piper
Cub. The aspect and the contents of this document will
need to be of a professional level, and illustrated with
good quality photographs. Photos of our Piper Cub will
need to be included. The text will need to emphasize the
historic and patriotic goals and objectives of our organization.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.

VAN 1.03 : Make a luggage rack and its access ladder,
and fit it to our van. It will be used to carry bulky items
and become an observation platform during airshows.
Limit Date : 31 October 2003.
Project adopted by Roger Gouzon and Eric Ducreau on
15/06/03.
VAN 2.03 : Apply a new lining to the inside of our van
using good quality 5 mm plywood, as well as a new floor
made of 20 mm plywood.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.
Project adopted by Roger Gouzon and Eric Ducreau on
15/06/03 (More help required).

ADM 2.03 : Review and modify the contents of the CAF/
FSS file for the recruitment of new members.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.
ADM 3.03 : Find or manufacture at a reasonable cost a
modest but efficient "Public-Address" system to improve
our Annual General Assembly and other meetings.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.

VAN 3.03 : Design the interior equipment of our van
which will include as many shelves as possible, including
above the driver and passengers' seats. It will also need
to provide two beds for an occasional use as a camper.
For the latter, fit curtains over all cabin windows to make
them blind.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.

ADM 4.03 : Get a rubber stamp made of the CAF Wings
and FSS head office address, identical to the labels used
on the back of the envelopes sent by the FSS, to replace
these costly labels.
Limit date : ASAP.

VAN 4.03 : Repair the small dents on the outside and
repaint the vehicle to make it as attractive as possible,
turning it into an advertisement background for the CAF
and the FSS (CAF and FSS logos, etc…).
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

ADM 5.03 : Print 3 sheets of about 20 labels for each one
of our members, with their individual address, for a total
of about 300 A4 pages of labels. Keep these labels up to
date according to the arrival of new members.
Limit date : ASAP.

VAN 5.03 : Carry out the routine and first degree maintenance of this van, in a professional way, to ensure a
faultless and safe operation.
Limit date : Permanent.

ADM 6.03 : Find at a lowest possible cost - if not free - an
A4 photocopier in working conditions.
Limit date : 25 December 2003.
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ADM 7.03 : Acquire at a lowest possible cost a good quality digital video camera in order to make an information
movie about the CAF and the FSS.
Limit date : 30 April 2005.

PX 7.03 : Design and make the prototype of a book for
young readers (10/15 years of age), based on the articles
written by John Roeder and Michel Perrin : "American
aircraft in French colors". This book will be illustrated by
Jean Bellis paintings and will include, in an annexe, a
good collection of various original pictures of CAF aircraft.
Limit date : 31 October 2004.

ADM 8.03 : Make a digital video documentary about the
CAF and the FSS, about 10 minutes long, which will be
produced on VHS tape or DVD. This film will need to be
made in Midland and in France by a team of members
who will deal entirely with the filming, the cutting, and
the sound track.
Limit date : 30 April 2006.

PX 8.03 : Design a Piper Cub cartoon that will be used
to produce various articles like stickers, patches, pins,
T shirts, etc… Do not hesitate to produce several drawings to widen our choice.
Limit date : ASAP.

ADM 9.03 : Make a digital video documentary about the
CAF and the FSS, about 60 minutes long, which will be
produced on VHS tape or DVD. This film will be sold by
our P.X. directly or by mail.
Limit date : 30 April 2006.

CUB 1.03 : Create the Maintenance Team that will be
responsible for the maintenance of our Piper Cub, under
the orders of Colonel Cédric Malhaire, and will fully comply with the aircraft maintenance program, according to
the law of the land.
Limit date : ASAP.
Project adopted by Cédric Malhaire on 15/06/03.

ADM 10.03 : Prepare and organize a group visit of the
Normandy Landing sites during Spring in 2004. This tour
will need to use cheap - but good - hotel accommodations
like the Gîtes de France, and restaurants which have the
best quality/price ratio.
Limit date : 31 May 2004.

CUB 2.03 : Repaint our Piper Cub according to the
scheme that will be adopted by the majority of our members. Prepare a well documented file to the Board of Administration.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

ADM 11.03 : Design a system and print FSS membership cards, easy to use and to update by our Finance
Officer and our Secretary when comes the annual dues
limit date.
These individual cards will need to bear the FSS address
and contact numbers, and any other useful information.
They will need to be printed on hard card-board and
clearly show our Unit identity.
Limit date : 31 August 2003.

CUB 3.03 : Get the VHF set that was fitted by the previous owner of our Piper Cub fully certified, and design a
periodical certification program for it.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.
Project adopted by Jean-Paul Merlier on 15/06/03.
CUB 4.03 : Find a "Flight Case" in a good state (Leather or
PVC) to keep all the Piper Cub documents.
Limit date : ASAP.

PX 1.03 : Make two plywood containers for the transport
and the sale of the Jean Bellis posters and the Roy Grinnell prints. These boxes will need to be opened on one
of the small sides and include at least 4 compartments
that will receive about 10 prints each. The compartments
will be made of 3 mm plywood and the sides of 5 mm
plywood.
Limit date : ASAP.

CUB 5.03 : Complete the FSS Piper Cub tool box with
enough tools to comply with the GSAC requirements, to
allow for an easy maintenance of our aircraft. This tool
box must include a torque spanner, an AVOmeter, a cable Tension-meter, all duly approved and certified, with a
periodical check program.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

PX 2.03 : Make a light, strong, and padded pouch to
transport and protect efficiently our TV/VHS Sony video
unit.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.

CUB 6.03 : Make three stainless steel "cork-screws", with
6 coils of 8 cm diameter, with a handle. These tools will
be screwed in the ground to tie down the aircraft when it
is parked outside, on grass airfields. These cork-screws
will also need to be fitted with nylon lanyards of the right
type.
Limit date : ASAP.

PX 3.03 : Find and make an easy, safe, and efficient system to display the 100+ posters available from the P.X.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.
PX 4.03 : Find and make an easy, safe, and efficient system to display the 100+ photographs (30 x 45 cm) sold
by our P.X. so that the customers can easily pick the ones
they want.
Limit date : 31 October 2003.
PX 5.03 : Manufacture cheap 30 x 45 cm frames so sell
some of the pictures sold by the P.X.
Limit date : 30 April 2004.

CUB 7.03 : Design and print an advertisement document to present our Piper Cub to the people organizing
airshows.
Limit date : ASAP.
Project adopted by Patrick Pierre-Pierre on 15/05/03.
CUB 8.03 : Design and manufacture protective sheets
for our Piper Cub when it is stowed in a hangar (Request
made by the DGAC). Simple, used sheets, will be accepted if they are made of cotton but they will need to be in a
relatively good state (No holes).
Limit date : ASAP.

PX 6.03 : Design and print a catalogue of the items sold
permanently by our P.X, well illustrated, documented,
and easy to modify if necessary. This catalogue will also
need to be in a PDF format so that it can be sent via email
or normal mail.
Limit date : ASAP.
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