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Editorial
Year 2003, which is far from being
over yet, is already a true milestone
in the FSS history, because so many
happy events have taken place, even
if they were the result of a long and
difficult work.
Very often, I think that our good star,
our friend Lewis Bateman, is doing
an excellent job in guiding us in each
decision we have to make. Of course,
nothing proves that someone's spirit
survives after a physical death, but
nothing proves the opposite either…
We are all so ignorant. And, after all, if
this idea can help our members, why
should we not believe it ?…
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IT FLIES !
ON JULY 23, THE FSS PIPER CUB, "SPIRIT
OF LEWIS", LEFT SÉZANNE AND FLEW TO
ITS NEW HANGAR, ON THE AIRFIELD OF
PERSAN-BEAUMONT.

Half way through year 2003, it is useful to recollect the amazing results that
we have obtained so far :
• We have purchased a Piper Cub
which is in excellent conditions, for a
reasonable price.
• We have carried out, in due time, all
the administrative formalities required
by this change in ownership.
• Our members' generosity lets us
believe that the collection of funds will
carry on as before.
• The Airshow of La Ferté-Alais was
another great success for the CAF and
the FSS.
• We have found a new home for our
Piper Cub, and the plane was ferried
without any problem.
• The FSS has now an excellent van
available for its activities.
• The General Staff has given us the
OK to recruit an unlimited number of
new Colonels within the Code Name
Bravo campaign, and its members
took this opportunity to thank the FSS
members for their positive actions.
• The reactions already received after
the publication of the list of tasks to be
accomplished for the FSS were numerous and very positive.
• And many other facts, including the
recruitment of many new members.
Never did the FSS get so many good
results in such a short time. I am convinced that this will carry on because
our Squadron is made of members
who are entirely dedicated, full of
enthusiasm, full of generosity, and
full of imagination. The noble goals
of the CAF and the FSS are here to
guide us all.
Bernard

THIS FERRY FLIGHT OF THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS" WENT
WITHOUT ANY PROBLEM, THEN THE AIRCRAFT FLEW
FOR A COUPLE OF DAYS TO QUALIFY THREE OF OUR
PILOTS (See pages 7 & 8).

"TIME FLIES"
ONE HUNDRED YEARS OF POWERED FLIGHT

SUCH WILL BE THE MAIN THEME OF AIRSHO 2003
ON SEPTEMBER 27 & 28 IN MIDLAND.
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American Aircraft in French Colors

NORTH AMERICAN NA-57 & NA-64
By Colonels John P. Roeder and Michel Perrin

In February 1939 the second French purchasing mission
in the US placed orders for 435 aircraft of various types,
200 of them being North American NA-57 trainers for the
Armée de l’Air. This was followed in May by another order
for 30 aircraft of this type
for the Aéronavale.

when France surrendered to Germany, at least 341
aircraft of both models seem to have been supplied,
Those not yet delivered were diverted to Canada where
they were used as radio trainers. The French NA-57s/
NA-64s served mainly in
North Africa. Of those that
got to France before the
armistice about 10 were
captured by the Germans,
who put them into use in
a Luftwaffe flying school in
Czechoslovakia.

The North American NA-57
was a developed version of
the company financed
NA-16, of which a single
prototype was built and
first flown in April 1935.
Evaluated at Wright Field,
the trainer was considered
as the closest approach
to tactical aircraft yet
achieved, and with slight
changes it was adopted by
the Air Corps as BT-9 (NA-19). The first of 42 production aircraft, made its initial flight in April 1936. Further
contracts followed for improved versions as follows : 40
BT-9As in 1936, 117 BT-9Bs, and 67 BT-9Cs in 1937,
giving a total of 266 aircraft for the Air Corps.

In North Africa the trainers continued to serve
with the Vichy Air Arm
until they were temporarily immobilized by the
cease fire subsequent to
the Allied landings in Morocco and Algeria in November
1942. After the liberation of these territories those still
serviceable were incorporated into the newly formed Free
French Air Forces in Africa. Their merger with the Free
French Air Forces in Great Britain (FAFL) marked the
birth of the new Armée de l’Air in July 1943 which fought
on the side of the Allies until the end of the war. NA-57s
and NA-64s continued to be used by the Armée de l’Air as
advanced trainers in particular at the Casbah-Tadla air
base in Morocco. After the war a number of these were
transferred to France. The type could still be seen at the
Cognac flying school in 1949, when it was phased out.

The BT-9 was an all-metal monoplane with fabric covering of the rear fuselage and tail surfaces. Its landing gear
was of the fixed type, and it was powered by a 400 hp
Wright R-975 radial engine. The BT-9 was followed by
the BT-14 with new wing panels and an all metal covered fuselage and tail unit. Propulsion was by a 450 hp
Pratt & Whitney R 985. 251 B-14s were supplied to the
USAAC.

The NA-16 and its production derivatives were excellent
airplanes for the purpose that they had been designed
for. They were tough and reliable machines that required
little maintenance. Finally they were at the origin of what
was to become the most famous trainer in aviation history, the legendary AT-6.

North American trainers of the BT-9/BT-14 family were
also supplied to Australia, Brazil, Canada, and China,
but the largest orders came from France. The French, in
addition to the 230 NA-57s ordered in February and May
1939 signed up for 230 NA-64s in October or December.
The NA-57 was basically identical to the USAAC BT-9B
and the NA-64 to the
BT-14.

DATA TABLE - North American BT-9B
Description : Basic two-seater trainer
Propulsion : 1 x 400 HP Wright R-975
Wing Span : 42 ft 0 in (12,80 m)
Maximum Weight : 4470 lb (2027 kg)
Maximum Speed : 171 mph (275 km/h)
Cruising Speed : 147 mph (237 km/h)
Range : 810 mls (1304 km)
Service Ceiling : 19250 ft (5870 m)
Armament : Provisions for one fixed
and one flexible 0,30 cal gun

The
first
NA57s
arrived
at
Casablanca
in
December
1939,
and by June 1940
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THE G O O D O L D D A Y S O F P R O P E L L E RS
Text and photos : B. Delfino

If there is a period in aviation history, that has more
charm than all the others, it is definitely the one between
WWI and WWII. All these years during which France,
like many other countries, was nonchalant, and hopelessly played a game of peace, just as if the 1918 victory
had wiped off all the problems by the touch of a magic
wand !…

It had been three years since the main organizer of this
airshow, our friend mister Henri Payre, whom we had
met a few years ago during a Piper reunion in Colmars,
had asked us to participate to this Bücker fly-in with
our P.X. For various reasons we were forced to decline
his offer for two years. Therefore, we were determined to
participate in the 2003 event.

As everyone knows, this was not the case. The storm
was building up, and all these people suddenly woke up
when, well before 1939, Freedom was
ridiculed and tramped on by an uncontrollable madness that nobody was able
to imagine, made of terrible cruelty and
disdain for the human race.

Despite the distance we had to travel of about 320 Miles
from Paris, the members who took part
in this trip did not regret their choice,
and the representation of our Squadron
was exemplary : Gilles Avenel, Didier
Cardinal, Fumiko Delfino, Bernard
Delfino, Stéphane Duchemin, Roger
Gouzon, Eric Janssonne, Jean-Claude
Janssonne, Nicolas Libis, and JeanClaude Miniggio.

Whatever one may think about this
period, one must admit that it did have
some positive aspects since it was profitable to aviation. Records of all sorts
were falling one after the other, to such
a point that these competitions made it
progress drastically.

Colonel Gilles Avenel flew in with his
Jurka, a true mini-Mustang, Colonel
Nicolas Libis flew in with his glider, and
Colonel Jean-Claude Miniggio with his
superb and recently restored Morane
315 (A technical engine lubrication
problem delayed Jean-Claude for one
day, but he wanted to be present
so badly that he and his mechanic
worked all day Saturday until 11 P.M.
to get the aircraft ready !…). A very big
THANK YOU to Gilles, Jean-Claude,
and Nicolas. Together, their three airplanes perfectly
represented the CAF and the FSS during this airshow.

The majority of airplanes were still
antiquated biplanes, but their shape
were getting progressively more and
more streamlined, the engines were
becoming more and more powerful, and
wood was giving way to metal. The days
of these biplanes were, nevertheless,
numbered, because modern and powerful monoplanes were taking shape
on the engineers' drawing boards. The
twenty years populated by these antique machines were
intense and so rich in events that we will probably never
see anything similar again.

Many planes arrived in Haguenau on Friday July 18,
but the majority flew in on Saturday 19. It was a true
Bücker festival of all types. Many came from Germany
and Holland, but also from England, Swiss, and, of
course, France. This main course was supplemented
by the presence of a T -28, Gilles' Jurka, a Morane 317,
Jean-Claude's Morane 315, a Tiger Moth, and many
others belonging to General Aviation, ultra-lights, but
also some splendid radio-controlled models of aircraft
and gliders.

The airshow of Haguenau gathered many aircraft of this
era. Many Bücker of course, since they were the Kings
of this event, but also others, just as old : Stampe, Tiger
Moth, Morane-Saulnier 315 and 317, Piper Cub, and
many others. This collection of biplanes gave this reunion
a definite feeling of the "Belle Époque" that even the organizers had not suspected. It only required a few antique
cars, dresses, and suits, of this same period, to make everyone believe they had travelled through time. Here is an
idea that could be adopted for a future reunion…
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A diner was arranged for all
participants on Saturday
evening. It included the traditional Awards ceremony for
the pilots and owners of the
best planes and some short
speeches. Then it ended with
a blues and rock'n roll concert given by a band of three
excellent musicians.
The Friday and Saturday were
reserved for the participants,
but the public was admitted
on the Sunday. About 2000

The PX was transported aboard
the new FSS van driven by
myself and Fumiko was my passenger. Our friends Stéphane,
Didier, and Roger travelled
aboard Didier's personal car.
We sincerely thank all these
members who financially supported the entire cost of the
motorway fees and the fuel
used by these two vehicles.
We also warmly thank Gilles
and Jean-Claude for flying
in at their own cost, and for

people turned up and were
able to appreciate the beauty
of these airplanes. A team of
the local Television channel,
"FR3" was there and filmed
the event. Colonel Gilles
Avenel was interviewed, and
he made good use of this
opportunity to describe, in
details,
the goals of our
organization.
Jean-Claude
Miniggio and his Morane
315 were photographed and
appeared in the next day
newspaper "Les Nouvelles
d'Alsace" !
allowing four of our members to
enjoy a flight aboard their planes.
Roger, Didier, and Stéphane, had
a ride in Gilles' Jurka, and I had
my first flight in Jean-Claude's
Morane 315, an experience that
I will never forget !

Previous page :
Bücker planes
and the FSS P.X.
This page, top to
bottom : Didier
Cardinal and
Gilles Avenel
before Gilles'
Jurka, Nicolas
Libis happy about
his glider display,
Gilles Avenel and
Roger Gouzon
ready for takeoff, Stéphane
Duchemin has
found an efficient
way of freshening up !… Right :
Photo-collage of
the aerobatics
displayed by the
T-28 based in
Haguenau.
Next page : JeanClaude and his
beautiful Morane
315.

The organizer of this reunion,
mister Henry Payre, had everything ready for us. He looked
after our group of members
throughout this week-end. His
help was unlimited and he made
sure that we had wash-rooms
and showers available, a luxury
that was highly appreciated by
those who camped on the airfield
since the temperature was well
above 100 K's from our arrival
until we left on Sunday evening !
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Jean-Claude
Miniggio's
Morane-Saulnier 315 was,
undoubtedly, THE biggest
Star of the airshow.
The accuracy, the quality
of this restoration, and
the authenticity of his
venerable aircraft were
immediately obvious to
all visitors. Many of them
carefully examined this
witness of the past and
formed a sympathetic and
continuous crowd around
this exceptional airplane.
The exactness of the smallest details tells a lot about
the time that Jean-Claude spent to get such a result.
Dozens of thousands hours of hard work were necessary to obtain this level of perfection.
The engine, an authentic Salmson, is one of the main
elements that give this aircraft its charm. It gave
Jean-Claude many long and difficult problems, but
thanks to his willpower and his tenacity, he managed
to get it running like a clock-work.
Jean-Claude took me by surprise when he gave me a
chance to have a ride aboard this magnificent machine,
and undoubtedly one of the happiest moments of my
entire aeronautical life ! Being a great lover of this
between-the-wars phase of aviation, be it in
France or abroad, and more particularly in
the USA, I never thought I would have the
pleasure to fly in this type of plane.
Feeling the slightest vibrations of the aircraft,
seeing the engine rocker-arms move up and
down like they did in the good old days, looking up to see nothing but the immensity of
the sky, feeling the plane move in its natural
element from the front seat, with my hair in
the wind, were all a true revelation and a profound
happiness. Every detail and every second of this
memorable flight will remain in my memory for ever.
Thank you Jean-Claude for this great honor !
ground, this Morane 315 kept
all its obsolescent charm dating
from "Daddy's Aviation". Still in
use at the beginning of WWII,
this aircraft, with its "parasol"
wing, and all the members of its family,
allowed hundreds of pilots to get their
Wings and be prepared to confront the
enemy in combats aboard more powerful and faster aircraft.

The quiet air display that Jean-Claude gave to the
public was very appreciated by all. Seen from the

This too short week-end in Haguenau
was happily concluded by the CAF commission of our friend Roger Gouzon as
a Colonel ! Already, as a simple Friend
of the FSS, his help, his knowledge, and
his enthusiasm, had made him one of
the most important elements of the
CAF and the FSS. His new status as a
Colonel is, therefore, very promising !
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Those forgotten planes…

BREGUET 270 & 274
An article by col. Michel Cahiez - Photos SHAA.

Issued from a program of the Air
Ministry dating from 1928, and
developed from the Breguet 27,
the Breguet 270 and 274 displayed poor performances during
their entire career.
Multiple modifications did not
really improve their characteristics. However, several planes were
sold to China (The exact number
is not known but probably fifteen
aircraft) and to Venezuela (27).
It is thanks to a certain mister
Guérin, a french man who lived in
Venezuela, aeronautical adviser of
the government and chief instructor of the national aviation school,
that this country ordered various
French airplanes.

The nickname of "All Steel" of the Breguet 270 did not
refer at all to the materials used for its manufacturing,
but simply referred to the publicity made for the structure - so-called indestructible - of the Citroën cars of
the 1920 - 1930 period.
The Breguet 270, an observation aircraft, was fitted
with an in-line Hispano Suiza 12HB engine, giving 550
horse power, and by a two blade propeller, while the
Breguet 274, a light bomber, was fitted with a radial
Gnome Rhône 14HD engine developing 760 horse
power and a three blade propeller.
The 270 armament was limited to three 7,7 mm
machine guns, and, eventually, various explosive
devices. The 274 had two 7,7 mm machine guns
mounted on a swivelling frame, and it carried 120 kilogram bombs under the fuselage and the bottom wing.
In 1936, aviatrix Maryse Hilz won, at the controls of
a Breguet 274, the Hélène Boucher Cup, which convinced the Armée de l'Air to keep this plane in service,
although it was already obsolete.
Used in 1939 for missions over the front lines, it was,
fortunately, soon replaced by the Potez 63-11, better
suited to react to the attacks of the enemy forces in
May 1940.

The Armée de l'Air ordered, in 1932, 85 airplanes of the
270 type. Forty five model 274 were ordered the following year.
Very sturdy, these planes were under-powered and
suffered from doubtful aerodynamics… Their main
characteristic was an inelegant beam that linked the
tail and the front part of the plane.
Many of these type 270 aircraft were modified by the
adoption of an enclosed cockpit to transport personalities.
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"We don't do things because they are easy,
but because they are hard" (J.F. Kennedy)

NEW BASE FOR OUR PIPER CUB :
THE AIRFIELD OF PERSAN-BEAUMONT
Finding some hangar space in the Paris area is like running a marathon !… We had to drive hundreds of kilometres to visit the surrounding airfields, simply to hear that
no room was available, or, if there was some, that the
average price was around $ 200.00 a month (We even had
an offer at more than $ 300.00. No joke !…). Therefore,
we were relieved to learn that there was some space on
the airfield of Persan-Beaumont, in the half-moon shape
hangar of the Aeroclub of the ULMistes des P & T, at the
reasonable price of $ 137.00 per month.

FERRY FLIGHT AND TRAINING
On July 23, 2003, our Unit Leader and his wife drove
the two pilots in charge of the ferry flight to Sézanne :
Claude Requi and Patrick Pierre-Pierre. After a two hours
drive, they all met with a great pleasure mister Jean
Nicolle, previous owner of the aircraft, but also Jean and
Anne Roeder who, during their holidays, had especially
stopped in Sézanne, on their way back from Germany
and Luxembourg.
Claude first flew around the airfield a few times with
Jean Nicolle, then with Patrick, and took this opportunity
to test the latter and qualify him on this type of plane.
An excellent meal was taken in a restaurant of Sézanne,
and came the time of the departure, at 14:15 exactly, to
get to Persan-Beaumont.

Located a few miles West of the town of Chantilly, the
airfield of Persan-Beaumont is actually on the grounds
of the town of Bernes sur Oise. It has three runways, one
hard and two grass, and many hangars. The feeling on
the airfield is very pleasant, thanks to the energetic help
of Madame MostefaÏ, "Commander" of this field. Under a
charming and amicable aspect, she knows how to use
some firm diplomacy to maintain this pleasant atmosphere which makes the good reputation of the airfield.
Until we can organize ourselves into a legal Maintenance
Unit according to the current laws and regulations, we
will give the maintenance of our Cub to the company
Air Jonction Technique, located about twenty yards from
the P & T hangar, and ran by an aircraft engineer, mister
Jean-Luc Jentel.

Bernard and Fumiko got on the road to Persan a few
minutes later. They got there after two and a half hours,
much later than our plane whose flight only took one
hour and twenty minutes.
In Persan many members of the FSS were waiting anxiously : Gilles Avenel, Jean-Claude Miniggio, Alexandre
Trévisan, Eric Ducreau, Roger Gouzon, Stéphane
Duchemin, Didier Cardinal, Jean-Paul Merlier, David
Kelly, and many other people who reside on the airfield
of Persan-Beaumont, including the airport Director,
madame Mostefaï and monsieur Jean-Luc Jentel, aircraft engineer.
The moment was historical. This arrival was an important
event for those living in Persan and for all our members.
Claude took advantage of the good weather to fly with
the other pilots, Gilles and Jean-Claude, who passed this
test without any problem.

Traditional group photo with the "Spirit of Lewis" in the back-ground,
just before the departure from Sézanne to Persan-Beaumont. Left to
right : Patrick PIerre-Pierrre, John Roeder, Claude Requi, Anne Roeder
with Utah in her arms, Jean Nicolle, and Fumiko Delfino.
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Helped by these emotions, the afternoon went by very
quickly, and the majority of these members had a nice
dinner at the Hotel Acadie restaurant to celebrate this
important and historic leg in the life of the FSS.

All our members, whether they are involved in this aircraft or not, must understand that they are now responsible persons. This activity can neither live on promises
that are not fulfilled, nor on failures, or on mediocrity.
The life of this aircraft occupants is at stake, as well as
the life of our Unit. By adopting a strict and faultless
personal discipline, respectful of all rules of safety and
all current regulations of our country we will turn this
project into a great success. This will not take away the
ludic aspect of this airplane which will give us a lot of joy
and pleasure.

The following morning, Claude, Patrick, Didier, Fumiko,
and Bernard, went back to the airfield where Patrick
was to perfect his flying of the Piper Cub. This flight was
quick and Claude invited Patrick to fly solo for twenty
minutes. All went well and Patrick, when he returned
answered our anxious question "Then ?…" : "Well, it's simple ! There are pilots of the Piper Cub, and there are the
others !…". This statement, today historical, was the best
possible conclusion to two memorable days.

Everyone must keep in mind that this aircraft is now the
best tool that we could dream of to reach the goals that
made us become Commemorative Air Force members. At
long last, we are now able to honor, in the best possible
way, those who fought for the Freedom that we enjoy
today. This Freedom that precisely lets us fly this legendary plane, and present it to the public.

A big THANK YOU to all our members of the FSS who
were present for these first flights of our "Spirit of Lewis".
Some came from very far away like Gilles from London,
Patrick from La Rochelle, Jean-Claude from Audincourt,
John and Anne from Luxembourg, and Claude from
Ventabren. Such an enthusiasm is very reassuring and
it's a good sign for the future of this new FSS activity.

The financial aspects of this projects follow the very same
rigorous rules. We must, as soon as possible, establish a
financial program for a precise and affordable to all, selffinancing scheme. From the study made by colonel John
Roeder, which he presented during our 2002 General
Assembly, and from the information collected here and
there since that date, thanks to many of our members,
and especially since the purchase of this airplane, we
have learned that the annual cost had been precisely
estimated from the very beginning of this project. We
must now establish a system that will provide fixed
revenues to this plane. The true costs, today perfectly
known, are here to guide us.
The L BIRD COMMITTEE, which had been created for the
study of this purchase and the start of this airplane, has
perfectly completed this difficult job. It has greatly facilitated the prospecting and the purchasing of our Cub,
and we are grateful to all its members. We have learned a
lot during this phase, and an unlimited dedication played
an essential role in the success of this acquisition. A big
THANK YOU to all of you !

Training was not limited to flying : Getting the aircraft in and out of the
hangar for all, manual spinning of the propeller for Didier, and engine
running for Bernard (Above).

HELP TO THE L BIRD PROJECT
More financial help to the L Bird project for the month
of July has come from the following FSS members : Yves
Donjon, Barbara and Aubrey Hair, Eric Janssonne,
Nicolas Libis, Claude Requi, Bernard Violette, and
Bernard and Fumiko Delfino. A big THANK YOU to all
these members ! These gifts add up to the previous donations and help this great project in a very significant
way.

The L BIRD COMMITTEE is now replaced by the members
who have accepted to be part of the team responsible for
this aircraft. This team includes the following members :
Unit Leader and Mechanic
Bernard Delfino
Operations Officer and Pilot
Gilles Avenel
Maintenance Officer Responsible for the future
Maintenance Unit
Cédric Malhaire
Executive Officer, Pilot and Instructor
Claude Requi
Adjutant Responsible for the Cub Documents
Eric Ducreau
Finance Officer and Mechanic
Didier Cardinal
Safety Officer
Jean-Paul Merlier
Other Mechanics
Giovanni Comis, Guy Perrin, Semaan Soueid,
David Kelly, and Frédéric Pollicella
Other Pilots
Patrick Pierre-Pierre, Jean-Claude Miniggio,
and Claude Gascon

Direct donations and the selling of P.X. items donated
by our members combined to get this very good result.
Colonel Eric Janssonne took the opportunity of the airshow in Haguenau to donate a large quantity of plastic
models to the P.X. One of them was sold immediately
after it was displayed by the P.X. Thank you Eric !

L BIRD COMMITTEE AND OPERATIONAL
STRUCTURE OF THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS"
Moving our Piper Cub to the airfield of Persan-Beaumont
allowed us to get on the rails for real. From now on, we
are no more spectators, but we are actors, and we must
adopt a code of conduct and an attitude made of the
most perfect professionalism. This is absolutely imperative if we want to operate this plane with the most perfect
safety.
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LOSS OF THE CAF HEINKEL 111

FSS 2003 PHOTO COMPETITION
You only have 3 months to send us the 5 photographs related to aviation, that you will submit for
the 2003 FSS Photo Competition.
RULES
• The photos submitted to the jury will need to be sent
to the FSS before 31 October 31, 2003 so that we
have time to sort them out and present them during
the FSS General Assembly on November 22, and reward the winners.
• These pictures MUST be on paper, either color or
black and white, with a size no less than 13x18cm,
and their number will be limited to 5.
• They need to be related to Aviation and all its aspects
(Commercial Aviation, General Aviation, Military Aviation, in flight, or on the ground), and they may be humorous, dramatic, artistic, technical, or human.
• The pictures will be judged by a jury external to the
CAF and the FSS, composed of persons known by their
photographic and artistic knowledge.
• This jury will sort out these photos by their technical,
artistic, and original, qualities.
• No mention will be made of the equipment used for
them, nor the date they were taken on.
• Each picture will need to have the name of the photographer written on the back.

The CAF and Arizona Wing Heinkel 1-11 was destroyed
during an accident on the airport of Cheyenne (Wyoming), on July 10, 2003, following the loss of an engine
during the final approach. After contacting the ground,
the airplane skidded and hit a bus wash building. The
pilot, Neil R. Stamp, and the co-pilot, Charles Stephen
Bates, the only occupants of the plane, were killed, and
the aircraft and the building were totally destroyed in
the fire that followed the collision.
The French Supporter Squadron, on behalf of all its
members, immediately sent messages of sympathy to
the families and friends of these two pilots, as well as
the CAF Headquarters.
We wish to reiterate our sad condolences to the relatives of these two victims, to the CAF Headquarters,
as well as all Arizona Wing members who took care of
this plane.
The loss of this Heinkel is terrible news, but it's nothing compared to the death of these two fine CAF members. Our sad thoughts are with them and their relatives and friends.

PRIZES TO WIN
In addition to the satisfaction of participating to this
friendly competition, the prizes to win in this 2003 contest are varied and should tempt our members :

TASKS TO ACCOMPLISH

1st Prize
A 40 minutes flight in our Piper Cub
2nd Prize
A 20 minutes flight in our Piper Cub
3rd Prize
A print of the Groupe Bretagne B-26
painting by Roy Grinnell
4th Prize
A print of the Normandie-Niemen
painting by Roy Grinnell
5th Prize
A compact 24 x 36 mm photo camera
6th Prize
An indoor telephone
7th to the 10th Prize
A Jean Bellis Poster
11th Prize and beyond
A consolation prize

Bravo and thank you to all the members who immediately
reacted to the call published last month as a list of tasks
to be accomplished. This very positive and promising reaction represent an invaluable help to our Squadron.
The July 2003 Newsletter had just arrived in the email
boxes of those who receive our monthly bulletin that
many very good surprises came back to the FSS straight
away. They were followed, a few days later, by those who
receive a hard copy of it by normal mail. We thank all
these members for this expression of good will and generous solidarity. Here is the provisional list :
• Colonel Eric Ducreau has offered to organize the tour
in Normandy for our local residents over a week-end during next Spring, like it was done in Verdun this year by
colonel Claude De Marco.
• Colonel Claude Gascon has printed the postal labels for
the FSS internal mail, and got them delivered to the FSS
only 4 days after the publication of the Newsletter !

You may submit old pictures, but you should put to good
use the opportunity of this 2003 summer season, and the
incentive created by this modest competition. Take care of
your compositions, remember the basic rules of photography, and use the light to get special pictures. Your eyes are
the most important elements in the success of a photograph.
Good luck to all of you. Get your camera out !

• Colonel Jean-Paul Merlier has donated a splendid pilot-case containing a Flight Log Pooley CB5 Control Board,
a Jeppesen Techstar calculator, a small flash-light, a
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• Colonel Patrick Pierre-Pierre has offered to get the
prints and posters containers, thanks to a friend who is
specialised in the Nomex, some plastic matter that is very
strong and very light.

small magnifying-glass in a leather pouch, a CRAS rular,
and various documents and navigation maps.
• Colonel Hervé Cherry has also donated a flight-case
that he nicely marked "Spirit of Lewis". We accepted it
with great pleasure because we will use it for the documents that will need to stay aboard the Cub. The many
other documents will be stowed in the Pilot-case donated
by colonel Jean-Paul Merlier.

• Colonel Hervé Cherry has proposed to paint a portrait
of our "Spirit of Lewis" on an Armée de l'Air leather jacket.
He will then donate it to the FSS P.X. which will auction it
during our General Assembly on November 22.

• Colonel Jean-Paul Merlier has offered to get a rubber
stamp with the FSS address manufactured, to facilitate
the sending of the FSS mail.

• Colonel Eric Ducreau got two Piper Cub spare ignition
keys made up and donated them to the FSS.
We warmly thank all these members. Life will be a lot
easier thanks to these various and numerous offers.

• Colonel Hervé Cherry has also offered to get a rubber
stamp made. It will be useful to another member of the
FSS Board of Administration.

Many other tasks are still to be accomplished. We call for
the help of all other members who might be tempted to
participate to this collective effort. Please refer to the list
published last month, eliminate the tasks already done
or in the process of being done, and contact us as necessary.

• Colonel Jean-Christophe Debuisson has also offered
to get the same rubber stamp made. Therefore, we asked
him to get one made which will be used to mark the
cheques that are given by the customers of our P.X.
• Colonel Jean-Paul Merlier knows a painter who can
decorate our van once the overall painting is done. He will
paint everything we need (Logos CAF and FSS, various
Sponsors, and the painting of a P-40 for example…).

WELCOME ROGER GOUZON
Roger Gouzon, Friend of the FSS since June 2002,
showed such an enthusiasm and such a participation
in the FSS activities, that it was evident that he would,
sooner or later, become a full CAF member.

• Colonel Gilles Avenel has decided to offer the three
"cork-screw" that will allow us to tie down our Piper Cub
when it is parked on grass fields.

It was during the airshow in Haguenau, on July 19, that
this consecration took place, an event which was greatly
celebrated by the members present.

• Colonel Hervé Cherry has offered to do the model of the
CAF base in Midland. The models of the CAF aircraft at
such a small scale are very rare. Therefore, he will need
to make them from scratch !…

Member of the Lions Club
in Tremblay, it's thanks
to Colonel Eric Ducreau
and to the various meetings between this Club
and the FSS that Roger
discovered our goals and
our activities.

• Colonel Stéphane Duchemin immediately took on
the job of organizing a trunk that would contain all the
necessary equipment for meals, and delivered it to the
FSS less than two weeks after the publication of the list !
Bravo Stéphane ! (Photos below).

Photos : S. Duchemin

In 2002, he took part
in the reunion of the
veterans of the Groupe
Bretagne and FrancheComté
in
Tremblay.
Getting more and more involved, Roger offered to shelter the FSS van, free of charge, in his large garage in
Villepinte. In 2003, he participated to the airshows of La
Ferté-Alais and Haguenau where he has the pleasure to
fly in colonel Gilles Avenel's Jurka. His ideas for improving our equipment are many and all clever.

• Colonel Christophe Bastide has offered to get the precious wood plaque which will display the names of the
FSS members gone West since its creation in 1996.
• Colonel Didier Cardinal has offered to get the container
that will hold the fabric panels of our new tent, as well as
the bag that will hold the structural tubes of this tent.

Born on July 22, 1934, Roger is single and retired. He
loves photography and he is technically minded, a quality that he will soon put to good use when he starts
manufacturing the platform that will be fitted on top of
our van.

• Colonel Bernard Delfino will design the FSS P.X. catalogue which will be available in print and as a PDF file.

Welcome to the CAF Colonel Roger Gouzon !
Roger GOUZON
9 Avenue du Chemin de Fer
93420 Villepinte
Tél & Fax : 01 48 61 40 90

• Colonel Jean-Christophe Debuisson has already
started looking for cotton sheets that will be used to
protect our Piper Cub when it is parked in its hangar or
elsewhere.
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ANNUAL FSS DINER IN MIDLAND

As a young girl, Dominique Baudrillart was fascinated
by aviators, by their aspect, and their courage. She discovered their actions through the study of History, and
admired their involvement. In the movies, she was impressed by aircraft like the Junkers, the P-47 Thunderbolt, and the B-25 Mitchell.

The diner that we traditionally organize with colonel Jim
Adams in Midland, for all FSS members, will take place
on Wednesday September 24 in a restaurant that is still
to be chosen. We invite all FSS members to plan their stay
in Midland so that they can attend this friendly diner.

Her ethics keeps reminding her that it was thanks
to American squadrons
that, today, we, and our
children, are free. This is
why Dominique is grateful
to the CAF and its actions
to keep the memory of
these veterans alive.

FOR SALE
Two Russian soft leather aviator's helmets are up for sale
for a modest 80 Euros (Or Dollars) each, including P & P.
One black, and one brown, these helmets were manufactured in the 80's, these helmets are in perfect condition
and will please aviation collectors as well as those who
regularly fly in open-cockpit aircraft. Please contact the
FSS for more details.

Meeting Jean-Pierre, and
discovering his passion,
increased her taste for
Aviation further more.
Dominique was especially touched by the warm welcome
that our members gave her and Jean-Pierre during our
last year General Assembly.

WELCOME JEAN-PIERRE VÉSINE
AND DOMINIQUE BAUDRILLART
Almost all our members already know Jean-Pierre Vésine
since he took part in our 2001 General Assembly as honored guest. He did it again in 2002 but this time with his
charming companion Dominique Baudrillart.

Dominique is a pay administrator. She likes writing and
historical studies, and her favourite warbirds are the
Junkers and the B-25 Michell.

They both liked the
friendly atmosphere that
prevails in the FSS, to
such a point that they
contacted our Unit Leader
to announce that they
had decided to become
Colonels and members
of the French Supporter
Squadron.

The arrival in the FSS of a Lady Colonel is always an important event since our charming companions bring an
equilibrium that we sometimes lack. This is why we are
so happy to welcome Dominique in the FSS. Welcome to
the CAF and the FSS Dominique !
Jean-Pierre VESINE & Dominique BAUDRILLART
18 Bis rue BERTHIER
Apt: A21
93500 PANTIN
FRANCE
Tél : 01 41 71 24 40
Email : < JeanPierreVESINE@peoplepc.fr >

Jean-Pierre started loving Aviation in the early
70's, thanks to the Le
Bourget Airshow, to various publications like Le Fana de
l'Aviation, and other magazines which are specialized in
WWII warbirds, mainly American. His favourites are the
P-40, the Corsair, the Mustang, and the P-38 Lightning.
Comics like Buck Danny played an important role in his
passion, which explains the love he has for the Flying
Tigers, the Blue Angels since their early days flying the
Hellcat, and the Tuskeegee Airmen.

2003 FSS ELECTIONS
Like every year, the FSS General Assembly, on November
22, 2003, will see the renewal of one of the FSS Board
of Administration members. It's the job of ADJUTANT
which will be the subject of this election in 2003. If you
want to be elected - or re-elected - in this position, you
must advise the FSS Board of Administration in writing,
by postal mail or via email, before October 15, 2003.
The details related to this job are as follows :

Various articles published in the Fana de l'Aviation about
the CAF, its aircraft, and its airshows, convinced JeanPierre to contact the Fana de l'Aviation magazine to obtain our contact (Thanks Xavier !).

The minimum required conditions include a seniority of at least
six (6) months as a CAF Regular member (Colonel) and French
Supporter Squadron member.

This is how he met us during our General Assembly in
2001. The pleasant atmosphere that he found there, the
good reception that our members gave him, and various
other contacts and meetings, namely during the La FertéAlais airshow, pushed him to join the CAF and the FSS.

The Adjutant records and keeps the minutes of all the Unit
meetings. He keeps and looks after all the files necessary to the
running of the Unit's activities, and makes sure that all the reports
required by the Commemorative Air Force are submitted in due
time. In addition, he assists the Unit in the writing and the postage
of its general mail.

Jean-Pierre is a supervisor working for the telephone
company Cegetel/SFR. He was born on December 29,
1958, and he likes photography and aircraft models, two
hobbies that will become useful to our Squadron. In addition, Jean-Pierre wishes to help representing the CAF,
and he lives in the Paris area, which will make his life
easy. Welcome to the CAF and FSS Jean-Pierre !

In cooperation with the Finance Officer, he keeps and looks after
the members' personal files. He advises the CAF Membership
Department of any changes on, at least, a bi-annual basis. In the
process, he will send an updated list of the Unit members for crosschecking of its exactness and its amendment if necessary.
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L BIRD SPONSORS - JULY 2003

The FSS P.X.

EXTERNAL SPONSORS

The following articles are available against a payment by
cheque to the French Supporter Squadron.
(N.B.: Postage is extra).

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE - LE PUBLIC SYSTÈME CINÉMA
LE FANA DE L’AVIATION - SCHOTT NYC - BRITISH AIRWAYS PLC

INTERNAL SPONSORS

• Official Squadron patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type Squadron patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm:  40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm. framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head:  8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm:  7,70.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm framed:  20,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grams, Hanes, XL  16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grams, Hanes, XL:  16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your choice (Maximum
size A5): Send in yourpicture and we will make the Tshirt of your
dreams (Warning! Only send pictures that are totally free from
copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. pre-framed: Various:
 4,00 each.
• Warbird cards:  4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS
PAL:  16,00.
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric Besançon: F4U Corsair
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter:  31,00.
• Poster of 36 WWII airplanes painted by Jean Bellis,
61x81cm:  9,20 (FSS Members)  12,50 (Non Membres).
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings - Normandie Niemen,
Corsair F4U7, and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 +
P & P. Signed by veterans :  60,00 + P & P.
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 Marauder,
Corsair, and Neuneu) :  0,50 each.
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters (Years 2000, 2001, and
2002), French and English, compatible PC and Macintosh,
.pdf format readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader :  15,00 P
& P inclusive.

(Par ordre chronologique)

RECRUITMENT 2003

NEW COLONELS (CODE NAME BRAVO)
µµ Frédéric Pollicella (Didier Cardinal) µµ
µµ Bertrand Boussert (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Damien Bourgaux (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Léon Collin (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Hervé Cherry (Claude Requi) µµ
µµ Roger Gouzon (Eric Ducreau) µµ
µµ Jean-Pierre Vésine (Bernard Delfino) µµ
µµ Dominique Baudrillart (Bernard Delfino) µµ
UPGRADE FROM ASSOCIATE MEMBER TO COLONEL
µµ Patrick Gremez µµ
µµ Cédric Malhaire µµ
NEW CADET
µµ Alexandre Baraket (Stéphane Duchemin) µµ
NEW FRIEND OF THE FSS
µµ François Brévot (Bernard Delfino) µµ
The French Supporter Squadron is a non-profit Association ruled by the
1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Claude REQUI
Tel : 0442287755 - email : claude.requi@free.fr
Finance Officer : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0160260798 - email : delta.charlie@wanadoo.fr
Adjutant : Col. Eric DUCREAU
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Supporter Squadron of the
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete reproduction of the
articles and the illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the FSS. Please write to the Association at the
following address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.
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Marcel FRANCISCI
Bernard DELFINO
Jacques PERAGALLO
Sandy & Connie SANSING
Cédric MALHAIRE
Claude REQUI
Michel CAHIEZ
Julien LEPELLETIER
Fumiko DELFINO
Jean-Jacques SAHUT
Lewis & Bunty BATEMAN
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Serge CLODORE
Daniel CLODORE
Jean-Paul MERLIER
Jean RŒDER
Roger VAUCAMP
Daniel & Lucie SAUVAGE
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Marcel et Liliane RUPPERT
Christian FREZARD
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Michel BON
Dons anonymes du PUBLIC
Paul BARLAND
Ron WESP
Christian FALENTIN
Christian TOURNEMINE
Didier CARDINAL
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Eric DUCREAU
Eric JANSSONNE
Henri BOURRASSIER
Jim LUX
Jean-Claude MINIGGIO
Christophe BASTIDE
Yves DONJON
Guy ROBERT
Centex Wing
Christiane HÉBERT
Yuri DELFINO
Kim TOLFREE
Georges VAN HOVE
Terran TIDWELL
Yves HOUSSIN
Jean-Jacques VAUCHER
Bernard PIERACCI
Eric BESANÇON
Hervé CHERRY
Bob & Lil AYARS
Giovanni COMIS
Peter LANGRIDGE
Jean-Claude PETIT
Claude GASCON
Nicolas LIBIS
Gilles AVENEL
Gilles BAILLOT
Patrick GREMEZ
Isabelle LESSER
Roy & Irène GRINNELL
Alphonse THIRY
Semaan SOUEID
Hank POTTER
Claude DE MARCO
Dominique ROYER
Regis URCHLER
Michel PERRIN
Guy PERRIN
Elzéard LIGNEUL
Jean-Mark ELIPOT
Hubert HOSY
Roger GOUZON
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Bill KATSONES
Bernard VIOLETTE
PX & Événements FSS
Avances sur cotisations au FSS
Intérêts Bancaires Annuels

4952,71
2935,97
1000,00
2268,40
221,75
1834,91
433,58
318,71
660,20
152,45
998,08
140,44
53,36
53,36
105,08
741,19
350,00
203,52
696,74
341,16
76,22
350,00
153,36
434,07
302,45
699,80
152,45
156,44
460,12
150,80
64,98
236,00
229,85
411,61
60,98
646,93
316,16
243,18
26,68
304,90
148,45
176,84
76,22
118,91
152,45
393,94
76,22
83,85
76,22
59,46
187,85
22,87
31,25
152,45
184,02
728,18
45,73
69,03
99,09
1398,20
68,11
120,00
100,00
49,60
21,80
475,77
15,00
30,00
100,00
20,00
10,00
410,00
150,00
16,00
50,00
1498,89
2100,00
1841,77

TOTAL

35296,77
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250000
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240000
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230000
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220000
215000
210000
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190000
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180000
175000
170000
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160000
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150000
145000
140000
135000
130000
125000
120000
115000
110000
105000
100000
95000
90000
85000
80000
75000
70000
65000
60000
55000
50000
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40000
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30000
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20000
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32777
32014
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25916
25154
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23630
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21343
20581
19818
19056
18294
17532
16769
16007
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9147
8385
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5336
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3049
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762
0
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