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Editorial
The recent arrival of numerous new
members was an incentive to write an
article that would tell the story of the
CAF from its early days, so that they
can learn about this fabulous story.
Very recently, strange coincidence,
colonel Harlan Short, editor of the
excellent Dallas Fort-Worth Wing
Newsletter, sent me a copy of a magazine dated 1962, which included a
well illustrated article about the CAF.
Thanks Harlan ! Almost simultaneously, I managed to contact mister
Lucien Morareau, author of two very
good articles about the CAF, published
in the Fana de l'Aviation magazine in
1979. He was most pleased by my
phone call, and immediately gave
me his authorisation to use the data
contained in his articles. Thank you
mister Morareau !
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SOON A REALITY !
THE "SPIRIT OF LEWIS", AS SEEN BY
ARTIST AND COLONEL ROY GRINNELL.

This article does not mention the
technical aspects of the running of the
CAF. It is limited to the main historical
facts. The Aircraft Sponsor Program (A
system which is so simple that it is
almost magic) which allows everyone
to enjoy the aircraft without the trouble
of purchasing them, is not mentioned
in this article. It is currently the object
of a study of a financial plan for our
own Piper Cub. This plane is, needless
to say, the ideal tool that will allow us
to honor those who gave their life for
our Freedom. For that very reason,
it calls for our attention and a few
sacrifices.

Photo : Irene Grinnell

I hope that you will like this story
which is far too short, a story which
is so rich that it would deserve an
entire book !

THIS PAINTING IS THE FINAL VERSION OF ROY GRINNELL'S MASTER-PIECE, AFTER A FEW CORRECTIONS, WHOSE MOST IMPORTANT ONE IS THAT COLONEL LEWIS BATEMAN IS NOW SITTING IN
THE FRONT SEAT, A WELL-DESERVED HONOR.

Thanks to the help received from colonel Harlan Short and mister Lucien
Morareau, you are going to travel
through time, more than fifty years,
and learn how our formidable organization was born.
Lloyd P. Nolen and his friends had a
simple and inspired idea which makes
us bitterly regret that we did not have
a Lloyd P. Nolen here in France in the
fifties. Could it be because we give too
much importance to the aircraft and
not enough to the men ? One can ask
himself this question…
Bernard

A STORY TOO SELDOM KNOWN : THE CAF HISTORY.
READ "FROM REBEL FIELD TO MIDLAND, 52 YEARS OF
PASSION AND PATRIOTISM" (Pages 3 to 6).
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American Aircraft in French Colors

NORTH AMERICAN AT/T-6 & HARVARD
By Colonels John P. Roeder and Michel Perrin

AT-6 was the re-designation of the US-Army BC-1A basic
combat trainer type of 1940, which was a descendant of
the North American NA-16 design of 1935.

13,594 AT-6s of five different versions were built in the
US. 3,031 of these went to the Navy as SNJs and 3,354
were supplied to Allied nations under Lend-Lease. A
further 1,500 were produced in Canada as
Harvard’s.
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The AT-6, named Texan in the US, was
re-designated T-6 in 1948. Production continued in Canada after the war (Harvard
MK.4 and T-6J), with a further 555 having
been built when production ceased in April
1954. By then also 2,068 Texans had been
re-manufactured as T-6Gs in the US.
In the post-war era the T-6/Harvard, either
purchased or supplied under defense assistance programs became standard equipment
in the armed forces of more than 30 countries worldwide and this not only as trainer
but also as very effective counter insurgency
aircraft for instance.

Squadron of AT-6 with whom col. John Roeder flew in 1948 (Stewart Field, N.Y.)

For the French the story of this remarkable
aircraft began modestly in the second half of
WWII, when from 1942 several Harvards were allocated
to fighter units of the “Free French Air Forces” (F.A.F.L.)
in Britain, the Middle-East and later in North Africa. Also
a small number of SNJs could still be found in the inventory of the Aéronavale at
the end of hostilities.

Photo : Collection C. Requi

As its immediate forerunner the BC-1, the BC-1A had a
retractable landing gear but a redesigned rear fuselage
with metal covering, a metal covered wing with blunter
tips and other changes, a modified tail unit with metal
covered stabilizers and
a triangular fin/rudder
surface. In total 189
BC-1’s had been ordered
from 1937, and 92 BC1A’s in 1939. The BC-1A
became the AT-6 in 1940,
when an order for 94 was
placed, of which the first
nine were still BC-1A’s.
In June 1938 the British
purchased 200 NA-49s,
equivalent to the BC-1,
which in the RAF became
the Harvard.
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It was not until 1949
however that Harvards,
T-6s and SNJs appeared
in substantial numbers
in French service. About
315 of these airplanes
were donated or supplied through Mutual
Defense
Assistance
Programs by Britain,
Canada and the US.

These aircraft served until 1965 essentially as trainers and thereafter in small numbers for various
other purposes. The last seem to have been retired
in 1971.
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By the time the Algerian war began in 1954 the T-6
had already demonstrated its capabilities as a combat
ground support and surveillance aircraft as well as a
target marker. From 1955 the Armée de l’Air got more
and more involved in the Algerian conflict, and its
gradual extension led to a restructuring of the tactical
organization of its forces. To cope with the increasing
demand of the ground troops for air support, special
light attack squadrons (Escadrilles d’Aviation Légère
d’Appui – E.A.L.A.) were formed. For these an aircraft
well suited for counter-insurgency operations was
badly needed. Robust, reliable and easy to handle the
T-6 was not only well adapted to French requirements,
but it was also readily available in numbers as it was
being phased out in the US.

In Algeria French T-6s accomplished some 540,000
missions, logging 742,500 flying hours. 255 T-6 pilots
and observers were killed in action and due to accidents.
During the conflict T 6s were operating from
35 different airfields in
the northern part of the
territory.

In March 1956 a first
batch of 150 surplus
T -6Gs were purchased
in the US for $ 2,000 a
piece. These were subsequently
overhauled,
modified (including the
installation of armor
plates) and armed by
SNCASO near Bordeaux.
At the end of the year
24 of these aircraft were
operational in Algeria. By
the end of 1958 in all 693
T6-Gs had been bought.
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The T-6 was one of the
truly great airplanes in
aviation history. Those
who flew it, those whom
it supported on the
ground and those who
only saw it and heard
its grating sound will
never forget it. It is to be
Col. Claude Requi at the controls
hoped that those T-6s
that remain around will continue to fascinate war bird
Due to the tough operating conditions in Algeria the
enthusiasts for a long time.
already elderly T-6s were however ageing quickly. Their
replacement by North American T-28 Fennecs began
in 1960, but the T-6 remained the major workhorse of
DATA TABLE - North American T-6G
the Armée de l’Air in Algeria until the end of the war in
1962.

Photo : Collection C. Requi

Description : Two-seat advanced trainer and
counter-insurgency aircraft
Propulsion : 1 x 600 HP Pratt & Whitney R-1340
(Boosted to 650 HP from 1961)
Wing span : 42 ft 0 in (12,80 m)
Maximum weight : 5617 lb (2548 kg)
Maximum speed : 212 mph (341 km/h)
Cruise speed : 146 mph (234 km/h)
Range : 870 mls (1400 km)
Service ceiling : 27750 ft (7544 m)
Armament : 4 fixed 7,5 mm guns, 6 rocket launchers
and 2 stations for 50 kg or 50 lb bombs, or various
other loads under the wings.

Note : Performances quoted are for a clean aircraft.

North American T-6G
of escadrille 11/72,
flown by colonel
Claude Requi in 1961.
This aircraft is the
same as the one presented on the top left
photograph.

Profile created by
CAF Cadet Julien
Lepelletier
© 2003
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from rebel field to midland
52 years of passion and patriotism
An article by col. B. Delfino, with the help of col. Harlan Short of the DFW Wing, col. Roy Grinnell of the FSS, and monsieur Lucien Morareau.

The same thing applies to the U.S.A,
France, and too many countries :
The great majority of all the aircraft
that were produced and used during
WWII were senselessly scrapped as soon as
the war was over. Not a single plan was established
in order to prevent any of them from destruction, and to
pass this fantastic heritage on to future generations. As
a result, France only has a few of the planes that were
used by French aviators to defend
our country, still in existence to
display today.

try is irreplaceable and includes all
aspects of its history, either literary,
artistic, technical, civilian, military, or
religious. To sacrifice one part of this
heritage, is to sacrifice the entire country.
In the U.S.A. the path followed from the beginning of
this second world conflict was slightly different : Brutally
emerging from its profound sleep, it only took a few
months to the country to react
(And what way !). Aircraft of all
types were coming out of the production plants at a tremendous
rate and reached hundreds of
thousands at the end of the war.
However, the surviving airplanes
were the victims of the same mistakes as in France, and finished
their career in the same useless
and humiliating way.

Photo : L. Kamsler - SAGA

The Battle of France only lasted 46
days. It, nevertheless, saw many
fierce combats and sacrifices which
honor the French airmen and the
ground teams without whom these
missions would not have been possible. As brief as it was, this battle
gave the occasion to our airmen to
shoot down almost a thousand of
enemy aircraft. This figure alone,
demonstrates that the country fell
short of repulsing the invaders. A
simple lack of clairvoyance from
the authorities stopped this possible victory.
These men and these women,
patriots who were bewildered
by a defeat that they had never
imagined, still managed to reorganize and reform in Allied combat units. These units ended up
playing a crucial role in the final victory, after five years
of combat and the loss of thousands of lives.

Salvation came from a small group
of visionary pilots who lived in the
lower valley of the Rio Grande,
in Texas, and wanted to keep on
flying these formidable machines
that had been created by human
genius…

Lloyd P. Nolen had learned to fly
at the age of 15. He made a living
as a crop duster, collecting countless flying hours and experience.
Therefore, when the country went
to war in 1941, the U.S. Army
Air Corps asked him (Like they did many other experienced pilots), to participate in the training of the young
men who were about to form the largest air force ever
created. Despite his efforts, he was unable to be transferred to a combat unit. Once the war was over, Lloyd
Nolen returned to flying agricultural aircraft, and created his own crop dusting company. He kept one dream
though : To fly one of these combat planes that the army
air corps prevented him from flying. In 1951 he finally
managed to make his dream come true when he bought,
for $ 1500.00, a P-40N that he
found in Phoenix (Arizona). The
war's end was still too near to
draw much attention from people
when they saw a derelict WWII
aircraft. However, Lloyd and a few
former military pilots like him, got
together and carried on having a
good time flying this P-40 from
the grass runway of Mercedes
Airfield.
Photo : L. Kamsler - SAGA

In their memory and in their honor, our country had to
save several actors of these murderous battles. Alas, this
idea never came to the mind of the civilian and military
authorities who made an irreparable mistake when they
ordered the blind and total destruction of thousands of
French military aircraft, symbols of these courageous
combats and sacrifices. The historical heritage of a coun-
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For this group of friends, the P51 Mustang was the powerful and
modern aircraft that they dreamed
of. When the government decided
to do away with its surplus
Mustangs, our friends decided

number of American fighters that took part in WWII.
2- To perpetuate the spirit and the memory of these
famous airplanes and the tasks they accomplished.
3- Use all the possible political influence of the CAF members to obtain that all official buildings in Washington
face towards the South (!).
4- Have some good times and maintain friendship.

Photo : L. Kamsler - SAGA

to sell the P-40 and buy
a P-51. Unfortunately,
the war in Korea began
and demonstrated that
these older piston engine
planes could be very useful and cancelled this
sale. It was not until 5
years later that a chance
to buy a Mustang came
up again. The prices had
gone up substantially, but
the members of the group
put their savings together
to buy the plane. The aircraft (Serial number 44-73843,
registered N-10601) was ferried by Lloyd Nolen himself,
and became the joy of the group. A few basic rules of this
new organisation were put to paper in order to share the
pleasure and the costs of flying this plane. These men did
not know it then, but they had just created a "TimeMachine" that would come to be the most fantastic
collection of WWII flying aircraft in the world !

This mixture of jokes and profound respect for those who
fought during the war never left these Colonels who took
these goals very seriously. The group started looking for
a complete collection of American fighters. Surplus was
visited, but the colonels discovered that, only 15 years
after the end of the hostilities, almost all of the planes
produced between 1939 and 1945 had been scrapped.
A merciless fight against time and the disinterest of the
authorities for this national aeronautical heritage was
declared in efforts to save as many of these planes as
possible.

Photo : L. Kamsler - SAGA

One morning of 1957, during Autumn, it was discovered that an anonymous hand had written the words
"Confederate Air Force" on the rear of the Mustang's
fuselage. They immediately and unanimously adopted
them as the name of their new Association, and each
member was named "Colonel" in order to make all of
its members be the same level. This sense of humor
was only equalled by the dignity of the goals of this
newly formed organisation.
Our friends soon felt like organizing air combats
and pylon races, therefore, they started looking for
more airplanes. Two Grumman F-8F Bearcat were
purchased by Lloyd Nolen and Bill Turnbull for the
amount of $ 805,00 at a surplus sale organized by
the US Navy on the base of Litchfield (Arizona). The
aircraft were in poor condition, and it took another
three weeks to get them to Mercedes airfield. Soon
after this, an unexpected event decided on the future
of the CAF when the US Navy training base in Kingsville
asked Lloyd Nolen and his friends to present their planes
during an airshow. This event had an immense success,
and invitations became more and more frequent. It was
evident that these old planes from the Second World War
had a very special meaning for the growing public.

The Rebel Field workshop in 1962.

In March 1961, six AT-6 Harvard were brought from
Canada. Their intended use was the training of new colonels who, for many of them, had not flown since the end
of the war. In May of the same year, colonel Lefty Gardner
landed at Mercedes with a Corsair FG-1 (F4U-4). It was
followed by a B-25J Mitchell, which gave the group a
problem since their quest was entirely dedicated to fighters. Our friends soon decided that their search should
also include bombers. In June, Lefty Gardner arrived
with a P-40N, the very one that had been at the origin of
the CAF. It was bought back for a lot more money than
the amount it had been sold for !… In September of that
same year, colonel
Lefty
Gardner landed
at Mercedes with
a P-38 Lightning,
which was soon
followed by a
Grumman F-6F
Hellcat.

Photo : CAF

The very first official CAF communiqué was issued in
1960. It described, with plenty of humor, the organisation's objectives as follows :
1- To preserve and maintain airworthy the maximum

Mercedes Field in 1966
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The very first
CAF
General
Assembly took
place in 1962.
Very important
decisions were

plex problems. The success of this maintenance
is down to one single member, a former USAAC
mechanic, colonel Steve Stephenson. A first
line mechanic, he knew all airplanes, and had
the well-deserved reputation of being able to do
"everything" with almost "nothing".

made during this meeting. Unfortunately, it was followed
by a gigantic party which had such an effect that nobody
could remember what these decisions were !… At that
time, the CAF membership was only 57 colonels.
In 1963 the CAF acquired a P-47 Thunderbolt that had
been found in Nicaragua. Colonel Dick Disney took off
from Managua with no radio or instruments for a
1000 miles flight along the coast of Mexico, that took
him to Mercedes Field. It was followed, a few weeks
later, by a P-63 Kingcobra bought in California by
colonel Bob Bean. It was also in 1963 that the CAF
organized its first airshow which was very successful,
much more than anyone could have ever imagined.

Photo : L. Kamsler - SAGA

Mercedes Field in 1959 with the complete collection of fighters.

Very few CAF members know that Group
Captain Mahaddie was the origin of one of the
CAF great adventures : The organization had
just bought a Spitfire in England, and was
also negotiating the purchase of four HA-1112
(Spanish Bf-109 fitted with a Rolls-Royce Merlin
engine) when Mahaddie contacted the CAF. He
had just been asked, by an important movie
company, to restore to flying condition as many
aircraft as possible like the Spitfire, Hurricane,
Bf-109, He-111, etc, in view of the filming of
the movie The Battle of Britain. Colonel Connie Edwards
came to an agreement with Mahaddie. The filming started in January 1968 and was over four months later. Five
CAF colonels participated in this filming : Lefty Gardner,
Gerald Martin, Connie Edwards, and Lloyd Nolen, flying
the HA-1112, and Milt Harrence flying the Spitfire.

Photo : CAF
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By 1964, the members of the CAF fully realised the
importance of their mission. Leaving aside the ludic
aspect of their activities, they solemnly decided to do
all they could to save this aeronautical and historical heritage, for the nation, by creating a truly flying
museum. A new B-25J and an A-26 Invader joined the
first B-25, thus forming the Bomber Wing. Another
important event was the first request for a commission, received by telephone from a Danish citizen,
Andy Anderson, from Copenhagen. The answer he got
LB-30 and B-17 soon after their arrival. They would soon be "re-militarised".
was that a Committee had to interview him before his
application could be accepted. Ten days later, Andy
Anderson arrived at Mercedes where he was welcomed
Cinema always played a great role in the life of the CAF.
by a group of colonels, amazed by such an enthusiasm.
It was thanks to the CAF that the 20th Century Fox was
Needless to say, his application was accepted immediable to do the movie that tells the story of the attack on
ately ! At that time the CAF membership was 126.
Pearl Harbor : "Tora ! Tora ! Tora !". For that purpose, the
colonels collected a maximum of Vultee BT-13 and NA
On March 7, 1967, the CAF suffered the first loss of one
AT-6's which were turned into Japanese Val, Kate, and
of its pilots, when colonel George Waters was killed durZero replicas for the need of the movie.
ing a ferry flight of the P-40. Six weeks later, another P40, purchased for $ 12,000.00 landed at Mercedes.
1967 saw the arrival of big planes like the B-17G Flying
Fortress, the B-26 Marauder, and the LB-30, civilian
The maintenance of all these military planes on an airversion of the Liberator, purchased from a petroleum
field as rudimentary as Mercedes Field gave many comcompany in
Mexico.

Photograph taken immediately after the building of the hangars and the move to Harlingen.
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The number
of CAF members was, by
then,
322
colonels, and
the
airfield
of Mercedes
which
had
no concrete
r u n w a y ,
was unable

Photo : Bernard Violette

to welcome these heavy aircraft. The Harlingen, TX,
Chamber of Commerce came to their aid and offered a
former USAF base which had four concrete runways and
many hangars. The moving to Harlingen was not an easy
task, but it was completed in 1968.
1969 was a year that saw the achievement of many
projects. A Mosquito Mk35, the Spitfire, and the four HA1112 arrived from England by sea. They were followed by
six P-47 Thunderbolt secretly bought in Peru, and a P-82
Twin Mustang. Finally, the CAF, which had decided to
repaint their aircraft with the colors they were wearing at
the time of their active military life, rolled out of the paint
shop the very first one to get this renovation : The P-40,
painted in the colors of the Flying Tigers !

Harlingen 1979 : Curtiss C-46 Commando

Wing, the Dallas Fort-Worth Wing, and the Southern
Minnesota Wing.
Although the members of the group had originally
intended to limit the number of members, they soon
found themselves the victims of their success, and this
figure was progressively increased to 80, then 500, and
finally to no limit at all. At the end of 1972, the CAF welcomed its 1000th member.

1970 saw the arrival of several aircraft among which two
A-26 Invader, one F6F Hellcat, one TBM Avenger, and
some trainers like the PT-17, C-45, PT-22, BT-13, and
the AT-6.

It's in 1971 that the first static museum was created.
It was meant to display the many WWII items collected
In 1973, the Gulf Coast Wing, which was taking care
by the colonels during their search. The fleet was also
of the Japanese replicas of the movie Tora ! Tora ! Tora !
joined by an SB2C Helldiver and an SBD Dauntless.
organised, for the first time, what is still today the Star
1971 is also the year
of the CAF airshow :
the CAF retrieved a
The representation,
B-29 Super Fortress
by these planes, of
found, by chance, in a
the attack on Pearl
US Navy artillery field,
Harbor. The success
in China Lake, in the
of this style of show
Californian
Desert.
dictated the instituWith the Navy agreetion of one of the
ment, colonels Lefty
CAF greatest parGardner and Roger
ticularities : The Air
Baker selected the
Power Demonstration,
best aircraft among
the in-flight display
the thirty that were
of the airplanes preresting in that field
senting the main
(During the many
aerial battles of WWII,
years of being used as
a pyrotechnical specRoy Grinnell's painting : "Lloyd's Dream"
a ground target, this
tacle that any warbird
B-29 had never been hit !). For 9 weeks, a team worked
lover must see at least once in his life time !
hard to get the selected airplane back to flying status. On
August 2, the crew composed of colonels Lefty Gardner,
In 1991, after 23 years spent in Harlingen, a move to
Roger Baker, and Randy Schon, brought the plane back
Midland was decided. Today, this new and difficult wager
to the air for a memorable flight to Harlingen. That year
has been won : An active cooperation between the CAF
was also the adoption of a new structure of the organizaand the cities of Midland and Odessa has been estabtion : The creation of regional Units which would allow for
lished, the number of members exceeds 10.000, and a
members who could not go to Harlingen, Texas, as often
world class museum has been created to allow young
as they wanted, but to continue their activities locally,
generations to discover the story of the role of aviation in
and in the same CAF style. The first Unit to be created
the Second World War.
was the New Mexico Wing, followed by the Gulf Coast
Today, foreign Units play a very important role in the
functioning of the CAF. Above all, they allow the CAF to
increase its worldwide popularity. They give their members, who reside too far away from Texas to get there as
frequently as they wish, an opportunity to find the same
friendly atmosphere that prevails in this organization,
by getting together and better respecting the CAF goals
through noble and benevolent activities.

Photo : Bernard Violette

Colonel Lloyd P. Nolen left us too soon in April 1990. The
work he started is in outstanding shape. There is plenty
yet to be done, and so much so, that some may wonder
if all of it will ever be achieved…
Lloyd P. Nolen can rest in peace, though…
The mission is still going on…

Harlingen 1979 : B-17 "Texas Raiders" (4th from left is col. B. Violette)
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Those forgotten planes…

LIORÉ - OLIVIER C-301
An article by col. Michel Cahiez - Photos SHAA, Avro, and P.Brugier

In 1935 the Lioré et Olivier company received an order for 65 aircraft of this type, for the Armée de
l'Air and the French Navy.
La Cierva being the designer of
the prototype, these autogyros
were built in France by Lioré
et Olivier under a "La Cierva
Autogiro" licence, but also by
Avro in England (Note : It was
on this occasion that La Cierva
flew one of his aircraft across the
Channel).
These autogyros remained in
service until May 1940 in the
Reconnaissance Units of the
Armée de l'Air, and the Navy used
them for anti-submarine patrols
and the surveillance of the river
Seine estuary.

Lioré et Olivier 301 aircraft of the l'Armée de l'Air, based in Reims in 1940.

HP, and the 301S by a 174 HP Salmson engine. The
C-301 maximum speed was 106 mph, the service ceiling was 13333 feet, and it could fly for 2 hours and 45
minutes.

After the Armistice, they were controlled by the Vichy
government. They were not used very much and were
finally scrapped because German aviation authorities
were not interested by these aircraft.

The La Cierva C-30, in addition to its ability to take-off
vertically, was the first autogyro to include a direct control for the pilot who acted directly on the rotor angle,
rather than a rudder and ailerons. This gave the pilot
the ability to control the aircraft along three axis. This
system was adopted on all autogyros that were built after
the C-30. The system was made of a simple lever, auctioned by the pilot, and connected to the rotor hub.
Despite its simplicity, the future of the autogyro was
stopped by the helicopter which was able to take-off and
land vertically, and to fly stationary.
The first helicopter to fly successfully was the BreguetDorand 314 which first flew in June 1935. In the U.S.A,
the Sikorsky VS-316, based on the VS-300 prototype flew
for the first time on December 8, 1941. Four hundred
of them were ordered by the US Army, which totally
supplanted the autogyro. This was the first stage of the
inexorable and fantastic progress of the helicopter which
still carries on today.

Photo : P Brugier

The aircraft produced by Lioré et Olivier was based on the
La Cierva C-30 model designed in 1934. Lioré et Olivier
produced several versions between 1935 and 1939.
The C-301 was fitted with a rotor mounted at the top of a
tripod. A two-seater, it had a classic under-carriage with
a tail-wheel.
The C-301S was similar to the model 301, but it had an
automatic rotor pitch control which allowed it to take-off
almost vertically.

Photo : Avro

The free rotor had a diameter of 38 feet. The aircraft
length was 37 feet long and its height was 10 feet. The
maximum take-off weight was 890 kilos. Model 301 was
fitted with a Salmson radial engine which produced 135
8

"We don't do things because they are easy,
but because they are hard" (J.F. Kennedy)

HELP TO THE L BIRD PROJECT

" COMING HOME "

The financial help to the L Bird project for August came
from the following FSS members : Yves Donjon, Michel
Perrin, John Roeder, and Bernard Delfino. A big THANK
YOU to all of them ! This help, added to the previous gifts,
made this project advance significantly.

Such is the title of the third painting, of an F4U7 Corsair,
that colonel Roy Grinnell has just completed for the FSS.
Thanks to Irene Grinnell, we are able to present this
painting that Roy and Irene will donate to the FSS during our visit to Midland.

As you will notice, the "Cubometer" on the last page of
this issue shows a temperature that was close to the
one displayed by our thermometers for many hot days
this month of August. Another small effort and we will
reach the goal decided four years ago. This goal is an
achievement but not the end though. It is the minimum
we need for the purchase of this Cub and its first year
of operation.

When this operation was launched in February 2002,
several members took an option on one or several
prints made from this painting. We thank them for their
patience and invite the others members of the FSS to
book their copies of this print at the unchanged price of
45,00 Euros (P & P inclusive). All they need to do is send
a cheque to the CAF French Supporter Squadron before
November 30, 2003. These prints will be smaller than
the Normandie Niemen and the B-26 ones, and should be
ready during next Winter. Once they will be on the market, their price will be raised, therefore we invite everyone
to take advantage of this subscription right now !

HOW TO HELP THE L BIRD PROJECT
There are a thousand and one ways to help this L Bird
project : Direct gifts to the FSS, gift of items that can
be sold to
the
public
by the PX,
etc…. Among
these items,
we particularly recommend
the
Jean
Bellis
poster which
includes
m a n y
American
aircraft
in
French colors like those illustrating the numerous articles written by colonels John Roeder and Michel Perrin
(10 Euros + P & P),
as well as the
prints made from
the paintings made
by colonel Roy
Grinnell for our
Squadron.

CALL FROM COLONEL CÉDRIC MALHAIRE
Colonel Cédric Malhaire, Maintenance Officer of the
Spirit of Lewis (Below), is calling all our members who
own aircraft parts of any type or age. If these members
were kind enough to donate them to the FSS, they would
allow us to get a stock of parts that will be used, sooner
or later, to swap them for original Piper Cub parts, and
turn our plane into an authentic aircraft as faithful as
possible to the original one.

These prints have
been manufactured
on 300 g/m2 nonacid paper, size 61 x 80 cm (Image size : 45 x 70 cm).
They are available, unsigned, at a price of 40 Euros + 10
Euros P & P, or signed by three Normandie-Niemen Aces or
four B-26 Marauder
Veterans
(Groupe
Bretagne & Franche
Comté) at a price of
60 Euros + 10 Euros
P & P. Post cards of
these two paintings
are also available
for 0,50 Euros a
piece + P & P.
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WELCOME VINCENT CHARRIER

FSS 2003
PHOTO CONTEST

Vincent was born on September 8, 1970 in Abidjan (Ivory
Coast). He satiates his passion for aviation by flying,
which gives him a feeling
of happiness and freedom. He started in 1997
by a three axis UltraLight training. He was
qualified the same year
in July, and acquired an
Ultra-Light aircraft with
which he flew 483 hours.
In 1998, he trained for
aerobatics on the CAP10,
at Le Castelet, and got
his first level diploma,
as well as his basic aircraft licence. In 2002,
he sold his Ultra-Light and bought a share in a T-6, an
airplane which he loves particularly since his father was
a mechanic on T-6, in Algeria in 1956, and flew many
hours. Vincent became a private pilot in 2002 so that he
could start training in the front seat of the T-6, lessons
given by his CAF and FSS tutor, col. Claude Requi, and
Eric Levasseur. Qualified since April 2003, he enjoys
this T-6 as often as possible and has now a total of 180
hours on aircraft and 520 hours on Ultra-Light.

YOU ONLY HAVE ONLY 2 MONTHS
TO SEND US THE 5 PICTURES THAT
YOU WILL PRESENT TO THE FSS
2003 PHOTO CONTEST !
Limit date : 31 October 2003
PRIZES
In addition to the satisfaction of participating to this friendly contest, the prizes to win are varied and should please many of our
members :

1st Prize
A 40 minutes flight in our Piper Cub
2nd Prize
A 20 minutes flight in our Piper Cub
3rd Prize
A print of the B-26 of Groupe
Bretagne painting by Roy Grinnell
4th Prize
A print of the Normandie-Niemen
painting by Roy Grinnell
5th Prize
A 35 mm compact camera
6th Prize
Un téléphone d'intérieur à fil
7ème au 10ème Prix
A Jean Bellis poster
11th Prize and beyond
Consolation Prize

Vincent is a gardener, but also a genuine poet. Here is
an extract from the letter he wrote to us : "One day, a
little man wrote that flying was touching the face of God.
He was right, and many of us decided to grab his hand
and go with him, either in the numerous conflicts of this
world, or simply for pleasure. In some people's hands,
airplanes become a powerful and murderous weapon, in
others, it makes their thoughts rise, and, therefore, give
them pleasure. In our passion, staying humble is a guarantee of remaining wise and alive. Sharing it is one of our
primary missions".
That sums up quite nicely what we all believe. This poetry does not stop Vincent from loving warbirds, amongst
which he loves the P-51 Mustang particularly.

RECRUITMENT OF NEW MEMBERS

His address is as follows :

We can all warmly thank our friends colonels Barbara
and Aubrey Hair, as well as colonel George Lodge, for
acting as our ambassadors in Midland. Thanks to them,
we can celebrate, today, the arrival of three more new
colonels.

Col. Vincent CHARRIER
Rue Sigallas
83120 PLAN DE LA TOUR
FRANCE
Tél : 04 94 43 05 89 • Mobile : 06 09 58 38 86
email : < lolavincile@aol.com >

We thanks the tutors of these new members and take this
opportunity to remind them that they are responsible for
guiding these newcomers in the CAF and the FSS. It is,
therefore, very important that these tutors are familiar
with these two Associations. Available to them - and to
all members Colonel and Associate Member - is a CD
Rom which includes the CAF Unit Manual, and other
documents related to the CAF (Price : 5 Euros, P & P inclusive).

WELCOME FREDERIC MARTY
Colonel Frédéric Marty's tutor is colonel Frédéric
Baudin. He was born on October 31, 1965 in Boulogne
Billancourt, and married Christine. Frédéric has been
fond of aviation ever since his youngest days. His career
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was decided by mister
Montet, a friend of mister Combard, co-founder
of the UTA airline. He
gave him some very
good advice which made
Frederic decide to study
seriously so that he could
make a living with his
passion. Building plastic
models, one must admit,
does not bring the same
kind of satisfaction than
flying !

The FSS Annual General Assembly will take place on
Saturday 22 November 2003, at the Hôtel Acadie in
Tremblay en France, from 14:30 until 19:00 approximately.

AUTOROUTE A104

ACADIE
VERS
PARIS

Frederic is an Airline pilot. Thanks to his professional
pilot diplomas, his is qualified twin engines and IFR,
and he has followed a training as crew member. Today,
Frederic is a ground instructor and has worked for
Airbus since 1999, first on the A320, then on the A330/
A340 since 2001. His favourite occupation is flying,
which he practices occasionally on the Toulouse MidiPyrénées aero-club aircraft. During his training, as he
was preparing the practical exam at the UTA aero-club,
he flew on the Stampe SV4 and the PA18.

P
SORTIE
TREMBLAY
VILLEPINTE
2ÈME FEU
ROUGE À
GAUCHE

The "Survivors" will be able to participate to our Annual
Diner which will be served in the same meeting room.
The price of this meal is 30,00 Euros per guest, and can
be paid from today, and, not later than October 15, 2003,
by a cheque to the CAF French Supporter Squadron that
must be sent to the FSS as soon as possible.

An experienced model maker, Frederic's favourite warbird is the BF109 G6. His address is as follows :

You will find, as an annexe to this Newsletter, 2 forms
which will allow you to confirm your participation to this
General Assembly, and book one or more hotel rooms in
the Hôtel Acadie in Tremblay en France (See the access
map printed above).

Col. Frédéric MARTY
5 Impasse du Serpolet
31700 BLAGNAC
FRANCE
Tél : 05 61 71 20 83
email : < chrifred@free.fr >

FSS 2003 ELECTIONS

WELCOME JEAN-CLAUDE GAVROY CYR

We remind you that the FSS General Assembly will include the election or re-election of one of the Board of Administration positions. The position for this 2003 election
is ADJUTANT OFFICER.

Colonel Jean-Claude Gavroy Cyr's tutor is colonel Claude
De Marco. Retired after a career as a civil servant, he
loves handiwork. Jean-Claude has no particular link
with aviation but he loves
it. We met Jean-Claude
during the week-end visit
of Verdun and its historical sites. Our conversations revealed that JeanClaude
is
technically
minded, and that he is
able to quickly assimilate
technical details, even the
most complex ones. His
knowledge of aviation is,
in fact, much wider than
he says. His favourite
warbirds are the Messerschmitt 262, followed by the Mustang P-51, the Yak, and
the Me 109G.

If you wish to be elected or re-elected to this job, you
must advise the FSS Board of Administration, by mail
or email, before October 15, 2003. The details relative
to this position are printed on the form attached to this
Newsletter.

MIDLAND : GOOD NEWS !
Amateurs of military and aviation relics will be pleased
to hear that Airsho03 will include more than 40 shops
which will be located in the CAF hangar. They will bring
an animation that many missed during the last few Airshows. If you like insignias, models, posters, and other
souvenirs, get your Dollars ready !

MERCI JEAN-CHRISTOPHE !
Colonel Jean-Christophe Debuisson has sent us a simple but splendid rubber stamp which will make our life
easier. It will be used to print "CAF French Supporter
Squadron" on the cheques given by the P.X. customers, a
name a little bit complicated for those who are not familiar with the English language. As Jean-Christophe says,
"It's ready to be used thousands of times". That's perfect
since we are ready to receive thousands of cheques !…

His address is :
Colonel Jean-Claude GAVROY CYR
10b Avenue du Luxembourg
54810 LONGLAVILLE
FRANCE
Tél : 03 82 23 46 65

VERS SOISSONS
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L BIRD SPONSORS - AUGUST 2003

The FSS P.X.

EXTERNAL SPONSORS

The following articles are available against a payment by
cheque to the French Supporter Squadron.
(N.B.: Postage is extra).

AVIATION CLUB DE FRANCE - LE PUBLIC SYSTÈME CINÉMA
LE FANA DE L’AVIATION - SCHOTT NYC - BRITISH AIRWAYS PLC

INTERNAL SPONSORS

• Official Squadron patch:  9,20.
• “Gioux” type Squadron patch:  6,10.
• Pins epoxy, various:  5,50.
• Pins cloisonné, various:  7.60.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm:  40,00.
• Painting “Lloyd’s Dream” 50x76cm. framed:  55,00.
• 100 sheets of paper with your letter head:  8,00.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm:  7,70.
• Color Photos (B17, B25, etc…) 30x45cm framed:  20,00.
• T shirt Piper CUB, 170 grams, Hanes, XL  16,00.
• T shirt cartoon P40, 170 grams, Hanes, XL:  16,00.
• T shirts: Other sizes available on order.
• T shirts illustrated with the picture of your choice (Maximum
size A5): Send in yourpicture and we will make the Tshirt of your
dreams (Warning! Only send pictures that are totally free from
copyrights):  12,00.
• Color aircraft profiles 15 x 20 cm. pre-framed: Various:
 4,00 each.
• Warbird cards:  4,00 each.
• Video cassette of sequences filmed in Midland (55mn) VHS
PAL:  16,00.
• Large format paintings by Col. Eric Besançon: F4U Corsair
and Messerschmitt 262 night fighter:  31,00.
• Poster of 36 WWII airplanes painted by Jean Bellis,
61x81cm:  9,20 (FSS Members)  12,50 (Non Membres).
• Prints of the Roy Grinnell paintings - Normandie Niemen,
Corsair F4U7, and B26 Marauder - Unsigned :  40,00 +
P & P. Signed by veterans :  60,00 + P & P.
• Post Cards based on the same paintings (B26 Marauder,
Corsair, and Neuneu) :  0,50 each.
• CD Rom of 36 FSS Newsletters (Years 2000, 2001, and
2002), French and English, compatible PC and Macintosh,
.pdf format readable with Adobe Acrobat Reader :  15,00 P
& P inclusive.

(Par ordre chronologique)

RECRUITMENT 2003

NEW COLONELS (CODE NAME BRAVO)
µµ Frédéric Pollicella (Didier Cardinal) µµ
µµ Bertrand Boussert (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Damien Bourgaux (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Léon Collin (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Hervé Cherry (Claude Requi) µµ
µµ Roger Gouzon (Eric Ducreau) µµ
µµ Jean-Pierre Vésine (Bernard Delfino) µµ
µµ Dominique Baudrillart (Bernard Delfino) µµ
µµ Frédéric Marty (Frédéric Baudin) µµ
µµ Jean-Claude Gavroy Cyr (Claude De Marco) µµ
µµ Vincent Charrier (Claude Requi) µµ
UPGRADE FROM ASSOCIATE MEMBER TO COLONEL
µµ Patrick Gremez µµ
µµ Cédric Malhaire µµ
NEW CADET
µµ Alexandre Baraket (Stéphane Duchemin) µµ
NEW FRIEND OF THE FSS
µµ François Brévot (Bernard Delfino) µµ
The French Supporter Squadron is a non-profit Association ruled by the
1901 law, and registered under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.

Unit Leader : Col. Bernard DELFINO
Tel : 0148690457 - email : bdelfino26@aol.com
Executive Officer : Col. Claude REQUI
Tel : 0442287755 - email : claude.requi@free.fr
Finance Officer : Col. Didier CARDINAL
Tel : 0160260798 - email : delta.charlie@wanadoo.fr
Adjutant : Col. Eric DUCREAU
Tel : 0148616735 - email : edducreau@aol.com
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Supporter Squadron of the
Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial or complete reproduction of the
articles and the illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter is forbidden without the agreement of the FSS. Please write to the Association at the
following address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous Bois - FRANCE.
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Marcel FRANCISCI
Bernard DELFINO
Jacques PERAGALLO
Sandy & Connie SANSING
Cédric MALHAIRE
Claude REQUI
Michel CAHIEZ
Julien LEPELLETIER
Fumiko DELFINO
Jean-Jacques SAHUT
Lewis & Bunty BATEMAN
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Serge CLODORE
Daniel CLODORE
Jean-Paul MERLIER
Jean RŒDER
Roger VAUCAMP
Daniel & Lucie SAUVAGE
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Marcel et Liliane RUPPERT
Christian FREZARD
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Michel BON
Dons anonymes du PUBLIC
Paul BARLAND
Ron WESP
Christian FALENTIN
Christian TOURNEMINE
Didier CARDINAL
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Eric DUCREAU
Eric JANSSONNE
Henri BOURRASSIER
Jim LUX
Jean-Claude MINIGGIO
Christophe BASTIDE
Yves DONJON
Guy ROBERT
Centex Wing
Christiane HÉBERT
Yuri DELFINO
Kim TOLFREE
Georges VAN HOVE
Terran TIDWELL
Yves HOUSSIN
Jean-Jacques VAUCHER
Bernard PIERACCI
Eric BESANÇON
Hervé CHERRY
Bob & Lil AYARS
Giovanni COMIS
Peter LANGRIDGE
Jean-Claude PETIT
Claude GASCON
Nicolas LIBIS
Gilles AVENEL
Gilles BAILLOT
Patrick GREMEZ
Isabelle LESSER
Roy & Irène GRINNELL
Alphonse THIRY
Semaan SOUEID
Hank POTTER
Claude DE MARCO
Dominique ROYER
Regis URCHLER
Michel PERRIN
Guy PERRIN
Elzéard LIGNEUL
Jean-Mark ELIPOT
Hubert HOSY
Roger GOUZON
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Bill KATSONES
Bernard VIOLETTE
PX & Événements FSS
Avances sur cotisations au FSS
Intérêts Bancaires Annuels

4952,71
2950,97
1000,00
2268,40
221,75
1834,91
433,58
318,71
660,20
152,45
998,08
140,44
53,36
53,36
105,08
1041,19
350,00
203,52
696,74
341,16
76,22
350,00
153,36
434,07
302,45
699,80
152,45
156,44
460,12
150,80
64,98
236,00
229,85
411,61
60,98
646,93
356,16
243,18
26,68
304,90
148,45
176,84
76,22
118,91
152,45
393,94
76,22
83,85
76,22
59,46
187,85
22,87
31,25
152,45
184,02
728,18
45,73
69,03
99,09
1398,20
68,11
120,00
100,00
49,60
21,80
475,77
20,00
30,00
100,00
20,00
10,00
410,00
150,00
16,00
50,00
1498,89
2100,00
1841,77

TOTAL

35656,77

F
250000
245000
240000
235000
230000
225000
220000
215000
210000
205000
200000
195000
190000
185000
180000
175000
170000
165000
160000
155000
150000
145000
140000
135000
130000
125000
120000
115000
110000
105000
100000
95000
90000
85000
80000
75000
70000
65000
60000
55000
50000
45000
40000
35000
30000
25000
20000
15000
10000
5000
0


38112
37350
36588
35826
35063
-34301
33539
32777
32014
31252
30490
29728
28965
28203
27441
26679
25916
25154
24392
23630
22867
22105
21343
20581
19818
19056
18294
17532
16769
16007
15245
14483
13720
12958
12196
11434
10671
9909
9147
8385
7622
6860
6098
5336
4573
3811
3049
2287
1524
762
0

(233893,08 F)

FSS ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY
22 NOVEMBER 2003
Fill in this form and send it to the CAF French Supporter Squadron before 15 October 2003

IDENTITY
NAME and CAF ID #:
Home phone:

Mobile phone:

Fax:

email:

Names of all participants:
Number of persons participating to the G.A.:
HOTEL ROOMS - HÔTEL ACADIE IN TREMBLAY EN FRANCE
Number of rooms:
Type of rooms: 1 or 2 beds * - Smoking or Non Smoking *
Date of arrival:
Date of departure:
Total number of nights:
SATURDAY 22 NOVEMBER MEALS
Number of guests to the evening Diner (30,00 Euros per guest to be paid now by cheque to
the French Supporter Squadron):
Number of guests to the lunch (To be paid individually on the day):
TYPE OF TRANSPORTATION
Type of transportation: Personal car - Train - Airliner - RER *
Will you need a pick-up on arrival at Roissy CDG airport or the TGV station at Roissy CDG
airport ? * (Note: We will not be able to pick anyone up at Orly Airport)
YES - NO
Number of travellers:
Flight or Train number:
Arrival date and time:
Departure date, time, and place:
Place of arrival: Roissy CDG Airport - TGV station Roissy CDG Airport - RER station in
Tremblay - Airport of Lognes - Others:
* Circle the valid answer
Please write down any special information on the back of this form

ASSEMBLÉE GÉNÉRALE ANNUELLE
DU FRENCH SUPPORTER SQUADRON
ÉLECTIONS ANNUELLES / ANNUAL ELECTIONS
Très chers amis,
Comme chaque année, notre Assemblée Générale Annuelle sera l’occasion de renouveler l’un des
postes du Conseil d’Administration. Cette année, le poste concerné est celui de SECRÉTAIRE dont la
mission figure ci-après…
SECRÉTAIRE (Adjutant Officer)
• Les conditions minimum requises incluent au moins six (6) mois en tant que Regular Member de la
Commemorative Air Force Inc. et du French Supporter Squadron.
• Il enregistre et conserve les minutes de toutes les réunions d’Unité.
• Il conserve les dossiers nécessaires aux affaires et aux activités de l’Unité, et s’assure que tous les
rapports demandés à l’Unité sont soumis aux Quartiers Généraux de la Commemorative Air Force Inc.
en temps voulu.
• De plus, il assiste l’Unité dans la préparation et l’expédition de la correspondance de nature générale.
• En coordination avec le Trésorier, il conserve les dossiers personnels des membres de l’Unité. • Il avise
le Département des Adhésions (Membership Department) de tous les changements relatifs aux membres
de l’Unité, et ce, sur une base semestrielle, et il lui fournira une liste exacte et détaillée des membres de
l’Unité pour vérification et mise à jour de leurs coordonnées.
Si vous désirez être élu à ce poste, nous vous remercions de nous retourner le bulletin imprimé
ci-dessous dûment rempli , daté, et signé, avant le 15 Octobre 2003.
Dear friends,
Like every year, our Annual General Assembly will be the occasion for renewing one of the members of
the Board of Administration. This year, the job concerned is SECRETARY (aka Adjutant Officer), whose
mission is described hereafter…
SECRETARY (Adjutant Officer)
• The minimum requirement is a minimum of 6 months seniority as a CAF and FSS regular member.
• He records and keeps the minutes of all the Unit meetings.
• He keeps all the files necessary to the business and activities of the Unit, and ensures that all the
required reports on the Unit are submitted to the CAF Headquarters in due time.
• In addition, he assists the Unit with the preparation and the expedition of the general Unit
correspondence.
• In conjunction with the Finance Officer, he keeps the personal files of the Unit members.
• He advises the HQ Membership Department of any changes relative to the Unit members, and, on a
biannual basis, he will supply this department with an exact and detailed list of the members of the Unit
for verification and updating of their coordinates.
If you wish to be elected for this job, we thank you for returning the form printed hereafter, duly
completed, dated, and signed, before October 15, 2003.

"

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Nom & Pénom / Name & First Name:

CAF ID #:

Je désire me présenter au poste de / I wish to be elected as:

SECRÉTAIRE / ADJUTANT OFFICER
Date:

Signature:

