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EDITORIAL
Our

19th

annual

general

assembly took place at the
legendary

La

Ferté-Alais

airfield on January 10. The
event was initially supposed
to

take

place

&

Space

at

the

Air

in

Le

Museum

Bourget but was cancelled
due

to

attacks

the
of

terrorist

November

13.

Our warmest thanks go to

it possible for us to use the
club house of the Amicale
Jean-Baptiste

Salis.

OUR BEST WISHES
FOR 2016
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Jacqueline Clerc, who made

After

reviewing the activities of
t h e p a s t y e a r, w e e x c h a n g e d
on

various

20th

year

topics
of

for

the

existence

of

the French Wing. We ended
the assembly by voting for
the

Adjutant

results

of

O ff i c e r.

these

The

elections

can be found within these
pages.

- Stéphane Duchemin

FRENCH WING GENERAL ASSEMBLY
IN LA FERTÉ-ALAIS

•••••••••••••NEWS•••••••••••••
New French Wing recruits

French Wing
Newsletters
As you have noticed, the newsletter
is no longer being published every
month. When no sufficient content is
available, we prefer to postpone its
publication to the following month.
This publication rythm will probably
be maintained in the future.
Please note that you can now ac cess all of the newsletters of the
French Wing on the website. All is sues since the year 2000, in French
and in English, can be read or down loaded online. To do this, you must
first log in and then go to Members
Area > Newsletters. ■

Cessna 195
“Businessliner”
I n D e c e m b e r a n d J a n u a r y, w e h a d t h e p l e a s u r e o f
welcoming two new members to the French Wing:
Marcel Dujardin and Adrien Picard.
Marcel Dujardin lives in Couthuin near Huy in
Belgium. Aged 49, he is married and the “father
of a beautiful 19 year-old miss”. Coming from a
m i l i t a r y f a m i l y, h e w a s a c o m m u n i c a t i o n s s p e cialist with the Belgian Navy for 10 years. His
grandfather was a soldier before joining the Belgian resistance and later the US 3rd Army during
t h e w a r. H e i s a c o l l e c t o r o f i t e m s f r o m t h e U S
Army and more specifically the Airborne troops,
has restored a 1943 MB and enjoy scale modelling. He enjoys “yard sales, travelling a bit,
meeting friends, visiting battlefields, visiting
concrete (bunker archeology), the 1950s and old
machines”. His favourite warbird is the P-38, and
his favourite unit is the 474th Fighter Group.
Aged 17, Adrien Picard is already well-known
at the French Wing as he is a member of the
C e r c l e d e s M a c h i n e s Vo l a n t e s , o u r n e i g h b o u r s
and friends from Compiègne. He also flies in Le
Plessis-Belleville. He has joined the ranks of the
French Wing cadets, whose numbers are increasing. We haven’t received his detailled presentation yet but we can tell you he succesfully passed
his pilots license only a few weeks ago. Congratulations to our youngest pilot !
Welcome to the French Wing, Marcel and Adrien! ■
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The latest issue of «Aviation et Pilote»
has an article about our friend Michel Baloche: “The Cessna 195 Businessliner,
built in 1947 and the first aircraft meant
for businessmen looking for an efficient
transportation method. Authorized to
carry passengers in VFR conditions, it
served as “feeder aircraft” for Mid-West
Airways. Michel Baloche, a former Air
France pilot, presents his classic aircraft
based in Le Plessis-Belleville.” ■
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19th French Wing General Assembly in la Ferté-Alais
T

By Gaël Darquet. Photos by Laurent Cluzel
and via the CAF
French Wing’s Facebook
group.

his year, uur general assembly took
place on January 10, after being postponed because of the terror attacks of
November. We met on the Cerny plateau
where the “Amicale Jean-Baptiste Salis”
and the “Casques de Cuir” are located.
After coffee and the traditional new year
wishes, the 37 members who were present
settled down in the club house, which had
been reserved by Jacqueline Clerc. It is the
first time in many years that so many members were present for the general assembly.

took the lead. He started by telling us
of the birth of a future French Wing recruit: Gabriel Brown, the newborn baby of
our Executive Officer Bertrand Brown. It
might take some time before we see him in
overalls at the hangar.

The Wing Leader then went through the
various topics of the assembly. We discussed the French Wing’s situation, relationship with the CAF Headquarters, and
our moral and financial situation. Our
Finance Officer Jean-Yves Cercy then deOur Wing Leader Stéphane Duchemin tailed the unit’s finances for the past year as
well as the operations and financial records
of the Piper Cub. Current and future projects, which are quite numerous, were also
discussed. The PX was one of the topics as
well, with the sale of new items that were
introduced recently.
The president answered open questions before the election for the Adjutant Officer
were made. Once the assembly was over,
we headed for the airfield’s restaurant,
where our three tables took half the available place. Anecdotes, conversations and
laughter were abundant during lunch ! After lunch, we were given a guided tour of
the museum by Jean-Pierre Lafille.
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PX
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The PX did well last year, with several new items finding their way in our
stocks. New polo shirts, sweat shirts and
caps were introduced with great success,
as well as “Remove before flight” tags,
which are now a best-seller. Our several outings made up for good sales. We
are now trying to create new products
that are typical of the French Wing. If
ou have any ideas or suggestions, please
let us know. I would like to thank all of
the members who helped with the PX,
where the atmosphere is generally quite
relaxed and agreeable. I ask that you
keep up the effort, or join us if you’ve
never staffed the PX yet.See you soon on
our stand ! ■

Adjutant Officer
election
Here are the final results of the election to

Photo © Laurent Cluzel

the post of Adjutant Officer:
Total number of voters : 76
Direct votes : 28
Votes by correspondance : 10
Total votes : 38
Votes for Gaël Darquet: 38
Gaël Darquet is therefore re-elected to the
post of Adjutant Officer for a period of three
years, starting 1 February 2016. ■
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BATTLE COLOURS: C-47 DAKOTA
www.bravobravoaviation.com

Profils: Bertrand Brown (aka Gaëtan Marie)

This weary-looking C-47A-80-DL (s/n 43-15109) of the 80th Troop Carrier Squadron,
436th Troop Carrier Group flew in Europe in the winter of 44/45.

Just as many other countries, France acquired C-47s from American surpluses after World War
Two. This aircraft, a C-47B-20-DK, flew with the French Air Force’s Groupe de Transport 2/64
«Anjou» based in Tan Son Nhut during the Indochina War.

The French Navy also operated the Dakota for many years. Our late friend Bernard Delfino made
his first “Dak” flight on this aircraft, C-47A-80-DL “number 87”.
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

CAF French Wing
Keyholders

French Wing woven keyholders.

These

keyholders are of good quality and show the CAF
French Wing logo and Piper Cub "Spirit of Lewis"
silhouette on one side, and the CAF French
Wing's name on the other side. Cost: 3€ each.

2015 FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS
The French Wing
volunteers

for

is looking for

the

following

positions :

- PX : Deputy
- Recruiting : Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these
jobs, please contact the French Wing !

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit Association
ruled by the 1901 law, and registered under number
2473 of the Journal Officiel dated 10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col. Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Tél: 06 14 15 30 22
email: stephaneduchemin@hotmail.com
Executive Officer : Bertrand BROWN
Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : contact@bravobravoaviation.com
Finance Officer : Jean-Yves CERCY
Tél : 01 42 00 20 37 - Mobile : 06 07 67 04 45
email : jycercy@clubinternet.fr
Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 9 rue de la Chapelle - 77710 Saint Ange le
Vieil - FRANCE.

CAF FRENCH WING
MEMBERS 2015
Adams J.

Gouzon Roger

Ansquer Stéphane

Grinnel Roy

Avenel Gilles

Grinnel Irene

Alexander III, Hugh

Gritte Catherine

Baloche Michel

Gritte Philippe

Barange Noël

Guglielmo P.

Barbaud J.

Guillaumont Stéphane

Bastide Christophe

Guyot Antoine

Bellebon Eric

Guyot Stéphanie

Bennour Zied

Hammer Gilles

Bourrassier Didier

Hébrard François

Brown Adrian

Hébrard Marie

Brown Bertrand

Irigoyen William

Butikofer M.

Jentel Jean-Luc

Cardinal Claude

Joulain Jérôme

Cardinal Didier

Levoye Angie

Cercy Jean-Yves

Malhaire Cédric

Chambon Dimitri

Memarian Sarah

Chanu Cédric

Miniggio Jean-Claude

Clerc Jacqueline

Montaigu Camille

Cluzel Laurent

Nonat Philippe

Cluzel Arthur

Odent Romain

Collin Christophe

Paquet Benoit

Collin Robert

Peligat Jacques

Collin Yves

Perrin Michel

Costelle Daniel

Picard Adrien

Courbet Fab

Picco Francis

Courbet Nina

Pierre-Pierre Patrick

Darquet Gaël

Rinck Matthieu

Debruyne Fred

Robert Dominique

Delfino Yuri

Robert Roger

Delile Jérôme

Rouxel John

Donjon Yves

Ruppert Marcel

Dubuisson Jean-Christophe Seux Marc Olivier
Ducreau Eric

Sevestre Patrick

Duchemin Stéphane

Szpiro Antoine

Duflot Danielle

Tournemine Christian

Dujardin Marcel

Touzeau Jean-Pierre

Ferretti Philippe

Urschler Reg

Fleury Michel

Varnet Pierre

Fourdrain Guy

Vaucamp Roger

Gascon Claude

Vézard Paul-Eric

Gaudry Jérôme

Voltz William

Girard Maurice

Wattel Julien
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SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2015

FLYING SPONSOR
Hugh Alexander III
Michel Baloche
Noël Barange
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Stéphane Duchemin
François Hébrard
Claude Gascon
Stéphane Guillaumont
Roger Gouzon

RESTORATION
SPONSOR
Hugh Alexander III
Maurice Girard
Jean-Claude Miniggio

SUPPORTING
SPONSOR
Hugh Alexander III
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Danielle Duflot
Michel Perrin

PATRON COMPANIES
SUPPORTING THE FRENCH
WING
BRAVO BRAVO AVIATION
VF AÉRO MAINTENANCE

