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EDITORIAL

I

would have loved that this first issue of our
monthly bulletin would only bring good news.
Alas, life is such that it was impossible.

T

he passing of Isabelle Lesser ended year
2012 in a very sad way, and I believe that
the best homage everyone of us can give
her is to read or re-read the August 2000
and 2001 Newsletters which tell the story of
project Mission 441. A colossal project that
our members in Toulouse turned into a great
success

A

good surprise is the return of Gaël to the
position of Adjutant Officer of the French
Wing thanks to the unanimous expression of
those who voted. Welcome aboard Gaël !

A

nother good news is the decision to
give all our WWII veterans the status of
Honorary Member of the French Wing. This
suggestion was unanimously adopted by all
members who attended the 2012 General
Assembly.

AIRSHOW

CAF FRENCH WING - BULLETIN MENSUEL - MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

GAËL is the new FRENCH WING
adjutant officer
RESULT OF THE
FRENCH WING 2012
ELECTIONS :
ELIGIBLE : 90
ACTUAL VOTES : 40
PARTICIPATION : 44,44%
VOTES FOR GAËL : 40
GAËL DARQUET IS thus
elected with 100% of
the expressed votes.

I

n order to celebrate the end of 2012 and
the beginning of 2013, this issue includes
two articles that perfectly fit the calendar :
The first one is a painting by Roy Grinnell
which depicts a combat scene of the Flying
Tigers on Christmas day 1941. The second
one is an article about the surprise raid by the
Luftwaffe on the allied air bases on the first of
January 1945.

Y

ear 2012 has seen the enormous work
carried out in the hangar in Le PlessisBelleville. This work is not finished yet, and
I hope to see as many members as possible
take part in it during 2013.

A

lso, a full page of the newspaper Nicematin was dedicated to our member
Georges Marcelin. Unfortunately I could not
translate it but you'll get the idea.

F

umiko and myself wish all of you,
members and friend, a very good year
2013, and we hope it will bring you good
health and happiness.
Bernard

ISABELLE LESSER has passed away
she was the sister of BOMBARDIER HAROLD M. GNESIN
who lost his life in the crash of the B-17 which was
the subject of project MISSION 441 in 2000 and 2001.
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NEWS
HONOR TO OUR WORLD
WAR TWO VETERANS
Here is a piece of news which was
purposely omitted from the report of
the French Wing General Assembly
published last month, to make it a
surprise for our beloved WWII veterans, in order to wish them an excellent New Year 2013 :
It was voted unanimously and with
great enthusiasm, the attribution of
the status of :

HONORARY MEMBER
OF THE
French Wing
With this unanimous decision our
members have expressed their admiration and the respect they have for
these brave veterans and their actions
during WWII for the defence of our
Freedom.

Henri Bourrassier

Georges Marcelin

B-26 Marauder pilot in the
"Groupe Bretagne".

Mechanic of pilot Roland de La
Poype in the "Normandie".

Louis-Jean Gioux

Virgal Sansy Sansing

B-26 Marauder pilot in the
"Groupe Bretagne".

American fighter pilot who helped the liberation of France.

Additionally, this means that they
will stop paying any annual dues to
the French Wing starting with year
2013.
However, should they wish to, they
will still be able to support any project
of our Association like they often did
in the past.

The French Wing Board of
Administration is proud of this collective decision of our members. It shows
that, despite the difficulties our unit met
since its creation in 1996, the French
Wing remains faithful to the goals of
the CAF as defined by its creators.
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NEWS
The inhabitants of
Cornebarrieu took the
identity plate of the victim and buried his body
in the village cemetery.
The rest of the crew
were quickly made prisoners and interned in
Germany.

The most senior members of the
French Wing, and, especially those
who actively took part in the preparation and the realization of the
project "Mission 441", will be very
sadden to learn that Isabelle Lesser
passed away not long ago.

Fifty three years later,
three pieces of the
plane which had fallen in a property of
Cornebarrieu,
were
found in bushes. This
is what started the
"Mission 441" project
intended to commemorate this event by inviting the survivor of the
crew.

Isabelle Lesser is the sister of
Bombardier Harold M. Gnesin who
was 24 years old when he was killed
in the crash of his B-17 which was
shot down by flak during a raid on
the airport of Toulouse/Blagnac on
June 25, 1944.
It was just after the bombs were
dropped that the plane suffered a
direct hit near the number 3 engine
nacelle. The plane went int a shallow dive and broke formation to the
right. The pilot, J.K. Godwin, was
unable to control the aircraft, and
after flying two circles, the plane
entered a flat spin and crashed in a
nearby field.
Eight of the nine crew members
were able to bail out. Regrettably,
the bombardier, located in the nose,
was unable to leave his position. His
body was found by german soldiers
who started looking for the other
eight crew members.

Isabelle Lesser and her family stand arount the monument erected to honor her brother

Two of them came, the Radio John
H. Wilson, the Mechanic Merril
C. Butikofer, as well as the sister
of the victim, Isabelle Lesser.
They were joined by numerous
members of their families, and
they stayed about ten days which
were punctuated by moving ceremonies, the visit of the area and
the most significant places related
to this raid, and they honored

numerous invitations by local
communities.
Due to the lack of room, we cannot
reprint all the articles which tell the
story of this huge project, but we
invite all our readers to read again
the Newsletters published in August
2000 and 2001, which will be a nice
way to pay tribute to the memory of
Isabelle Lesser.
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NEWS
VISITING
JEAN BARBAUD
One can find on YouTube, several
videos dedicated to Jean Barbaud. Six
of them form a very interesting report
of more than 20 minutes filmed
by Case Départ, the comic strip
blog of the newspaper La Nouvelle
République - Centre Presse.
You will be able to see Jean and his
wife Afroula at work.

Above, Jean and Afroula's workshop
where these short videos were filmed.
Left, Jean creates a caricature the
traditional way, that is to say, with
pencil and a sheet of paper, then he scans
it and give it to Afroula….
Below, Afroula, Jean's wife, colorizes
the drawing using Photoshop, which
is a lot more easier because it allows
modifications, while inks and acrylic
paints are a lot more difficult to
change.
Please do watch these 6 little wonders.
You will learn everything (or almost)
about the way Jean and Afroula
work.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6uTeMWboog
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9l5prkvZ2mw&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bv1pKfIJ4k4&feature=endscreen&NR=1
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=endscreen&NR=1&v=4at9sjcF5B0
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=H2TUcFBQN-I
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qoLYMNdL2Qo
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SPONSORS OF THE PIPER
CUB - YEAR 2013
The budget for this airplane
is based on three levels of
sponsorship :
Flying Sponsor
Annual Premium 250€ and price per
flight hour 25€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 50€).
(Note : Approved pilots are all Flying Sponsors)
Restoration Sponsor
Annual Premium 125€ and price per
flight hour 45€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 57,50€).
Supporting Sponsor
Annual Premium 50€ and price per
flight hour 55€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 60€).
Non-Sponsors
Non-Sponsors do not pay any
annual premium but the cost for one
flight hour is 80 euros.
sponsoring
PREMIUMS
SHOULD BE PAID BEFORE THE
END OF DECEMBER 2012.
We are still far away from the
number of sponsors required to
cover the fixed costs which are
estimated as 5800 €.
Several members have already sent
their participation in this project,
but we are still missing, to this
day, 2400 € to cover these fixed
costs.
Therefore, we are asking all 2012
sponsors to renew their support to
the Piper Cub Spirit of Lewis, and
we ask all other members to join in
and adopt a level of sponsorship that
suits them, and ensure the future of
this aircraft at least for a year.

Sponsors WHO HAVE
ALREADY SENT IN THEIR
2013 ANNUAL PREMIUM
Flying Sponsor
Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Cédric Malhaire
Marc Miglior
John Roeder
Restoration Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Jean-Claude Miniggio

FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS
In addition to the four Board of
Administration elected officers, several important subordinate positions
have to be filled to ensure the smooth
running of the Association. Some of
those have already been chosen. The
others, printed in red in the list below
(Operations, Fly-in, and Recruiting)
are still available and await the goodwill of our members :
Public Relations
Bernard Delfino & Bertrand Brown
French Wing Representative in the USA
Barbara Hair
Operations
1 officer and 1 deputy

Supporting Sponsor
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Louis-Jean Gioux
Aubrey Hair
Barbara Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Colette McAlester
Camille Montaigu (x2)
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright

This system of sponsoring is based on
volunteers, and, to this date, it is the
best that we have found. However, it
is possible that another system could be
experimented.
Therefore, we ask all our members who
would like to have a go at it, to suggest
their ideas with realistic figures. The
only pre-requisites are the budgeting of
the fixed costs which are, today, 5800 €,
and the variable costs which depend on
the use made of this airplane, with the
aim of controlling these costs and keeping
the flight hour as low as possible, with a
maximum of 160 €.

PX Gift Shop
Fumiko Delfino & Danielle Duflot
Aircraft Maintenance
Bernard Delfino & Fabien Gressier
Safety
1 titulaire et 1 suppléant
Organisation of the Fly-in
1 officer and 4 deputies
Historians
Jacques Leroux & Stéphane
Duchemin
Recruiting
1 officer and 1 deputy
Translation
Bernard Delfino & Bertrand Brown
Web site
Bernard Delfino, Bertrand Brown, &
Stéphane Duchemin
The members who wish to be part of
this group are requested to contact
our Unit Leader as soon as possible
so that this team car be in pace for
the beginning of the new year.
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A VERY MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ROY  & IRENE GRINNELL
"CHRISTMAS OVER RANGOON"

Christmas Day 1941 dawned hot and
muggy in Rangoon, Burma. It would
be another 115-degree day.
Charles H. Older was one of thirteen
pilots of the American Volunteer
Group's Third Pursuit Squadron
standing alert near their sharkmouthed Tomahawks on Mingaladon
Airdrome, north of Rangoon. In his
first combat two days earlier he had
been credited with two Japanese
bombers.
At 1130 the air raid sounded, and
minutes later 13 Tomahawks, joined
by 16 RAF Brewster Buffaloes, rose
to meet the enemy. At 1210 the
Japanese formation was sighted –
three waves of bombers (90 in all) and
approximately 60 escorting fighters.
George McMillan, R.T. Smith, and
Robert P. "Duke" Hedman attacked

the left flank leading the "V" of
bombers while Chuck Older, Tommy
Haywood and Ed Overend worked
over the right flank. The other seven
took on the fighters.
With Haywood on his right wing,
Older attacked from below and to the
right of the outboard "V". Opening
fire at 200 yards, in an almost vertical
climb, he held the trigger down until
less than 100 yards, and then kicked
over in a hammerhead to dive away.
Using this zoom and dive technique he
and Haywood shot down two bombers
each. As the bombers turned east for
home, Older downed a Nakajima
Oscar for his third victory of the day.
Twenty-four Japanese planes fell to
the AVG that day.

down four bombers and a fighter.
Other credited AVG victories
included three for McMillan
and Smith, two each for Parker
DuPouy and Ed Overend, and
one each for Bob Brouk and Ken
Jernstedt.

Chuck Older became an ace as
did Duke Hedman, who shot
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OPERATION BODENPLATTE
Article : With the kind authorisation of Dominique Bernardin, and the help of Stéphane Duchemin, Bertrand Brown, and Bernard Delfino.

While the Battle of the Bulge turned
into confusion for the Wehrmacht, the
german fighters took off on this New
Year's day 1945, to attack the main
allied bases in Belgium, Holland, and
France, with the goal of destroying
as many aircraft as possible on the
ground.
it was a total surprise, not only
for the allies, but also for the 16th
Flakdivision…
Since November 1944, the OKL drew
plans of an operation which would
reduce the anglo-american potential,
enough for the Luftwaffe to recover the control of the skies. When
field located east of the Rhine. Some
used a 300 liters external fuel tank to
increase their range. Before reaching
the allied bases, the german fighters
had to fly over the powerful defenses
of the 16.Flakdivision. This division
was equipped with 271 heavy guns
and 287 lighter ones. Although the
head quarters of the 16.Flakdivision
was warned about this raid, these
informations, including the itineraries that were to be followed, were
never passed on to the local gunners.
Furthermore, no one worried about

Goering informed his Kommodoren
these were hardly enthused : They
preferred to save all their strengths
to counter the bomber offensive on
the Reich. However, when Hitler
was informed about the possibilities of this operation, he thought
it was a good occasion for the
Luftwaffe to play, at long last, an
offensive role. It was the Grosse
Schlag, the big hit he had been
hoping for. General Dietrich Peltz
was, therefore, designated to organize Unternehmen Bodenplatte.

Apart from the III./SG 4,
Schlachtgeschwader
(Assault
Squadron), flying FW 190F-8, all
selected units were fighter ones : JG
1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 11, 26, 27, 53, 54, 77,
104 as well as the KG 51 with 21
Me 262. In total, about a thousand
panes were requisitioned to participate in this operation which was the
object of absolute secrecy. At present estimations state 875 aircraft.
At the dawn of January 1st, in the
early morning fog, Messerschmitt
and Focke-Wulf took off from 35 air-

Adolf Galland who disagreed with Bodenplatte
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Wellington, Spitfire, Mosquito, and
B-25 Mitchell.
However, things did not go so
well for the others : JG 53 was
intercepted by a heavy formation
of P-47 Thunderbolt, and it lost
numerous Bf 109. When it arrived
over its target, it was greeted by an
over-excited anti-aircraft defense
which shot down many german
fighters.

telling the flak about the delays
caused by the fog.
As Hans Rudel says in his book
Stuka Pilot, so many airplanes
flying together could only be
American : "On January 1st, at the
crack of dawn, our train arrives in
the suburbs of Frankfurt. I hear the
sound of airplanes and I search the
grey skies above. A number of planes
fly low over me with a rumbling
like thunder. A thought immediately comes to my mind : These are
American ! It's been quite a while
since I did not see so many german
planes together. What ? It's incredible ! They all bear the Reich insignia,
they are Bf 109 and FW 190. They
are all heading west. I shall learn,
later, what their mission was".
For the numerous commanders
of flak batteries who hadn't been
told about the raid, anything that
flew was necessarily English or
American. One had to go back in
time many years to see such german
formations. These memories were
very distant and the guns opened
fire… One considers that about
100 planes were destroyed by their
own flak because of this fault in
the organization of Bodenplatte.
Once they got over their targets,
some squadrons were quite suc-

cessful like the 70 Bf 109 and FW
190 of JG 3 led by Oberstleutnant
Heinz Bär (221 victories) who
attacked the air base in Eindhoven
where were stationed the 8 squadrons of Typhoon and the 3 of
Spitfire of Wing 124. Two thirds
of the planes as well as 25 pilots
were lost.
JG 27 and IV./JG 54 appeared over
the airfield of Brussells-Melsbroek
and destroyed a great number of

One of the most battered unit
was JG 6. Its pilots never found
their designated target, Volkel,
so they flew to Heesch where the
Spitfires of squadron 401 had just
taken off. Other Spitfires were
patrolling in the area, and they
were back. The trap closed on JG
6 which lost 24 pilots, including its Kommodore and three
Kommandeur.
For JG 4, it was a complete fiasco.
Unable to locate their target, the
pilots attacked the airfields of St
Trond and Brussells-Melsbroek,
which had been strafed a few min-

This Bf 109G-14, ‘Blue 2’ of IV Gruppe (16 Staffel) JG 53, was brought down
during Operation Bodenplatte on January 1st, 1945. The pilot, Gefreiter Alfred
Michel, was on his first and last mission (His head wounds probably shows that his
head hit the gun sight on landing).
9

supremacy to the Luftwaffe, only
contributed to the weakening of the
german fighters, which had been
already sollicitated during the previous 6 month.
Of the 875 fighters that took part in
this operation, 300 did nit come back,
and 237 pilots were killed, reported
missing, or were taken prisoner, for a
total of 27% !…

This FW 190 suffered some engine troubles which forced his pilot to land. The plane
was repaired and painted bright red to avoid any confusion, and was used for inflight evaluation by the Allies.

In the best case, Bodenplatte was as
costly to the germans that it was to the
allies, at least in quantities : They bth
lost, approximately, the same number
of planes.

utes before. The gunners who had
been alerted decimated the german
formation : Of the JG 4 fifty five
planes that took part in this operation, only 29 managed to go back
to their base !
To date, the exact results of
Bodenplatte remain an approximation. Officially, 144 allied planes
were destroyed. But it is probable
that this number actually reached
200 or 300 planes. But whatever
it is, this result was not a victory. Far from it. This Grosse Schlag,
which was supposed to give back air
However, the end result was disastrous for the Luftwaffe which could
not afford to lose so many pilots,
including 19 unit commanders. For
the alllies, Bodenplatte was a simple
episode, may be a bit more expensive in equipment than the previous
ones, but the lost planes would soon
be replaced during the following
week.
At 10:30 on this January 1st, 1945,
the 8th Air Force B-17's took off
to bomb Bremen : Bodenplatte or
not Bodenplatte, the war carried
on...
Above and left : Several P-47 and a
Wellington totally destroyed by the
german attack.
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Blue Nosed Bastards of Bodney

Lieutenant colonel John C. Meyer, Deputy Commander of the 352nd, suspected
that the Germans might use New Year's Day as an opportunity to attack and
decided to have Y-29, a remote field in Belgium, in readiness when the sun rose.
While haggling with higher authorities at Ninth Air force throughout the night,
he ordered a squadron assigned to do a morning sweep and ordered the pilots not
to engage in any alcoholic celebration the night prior. Although he did not get
permission until 0800, he joined the 487th Fighter Squadron of the 352nd in the
frigid cold of the snowy weather at 0530 pre-flighting their Mustangs and was
sitting in the cockpit of the lead aircraft. As the Mustangs were awaiting take-off for
the morning patrol, their airfield was overrun with Luftwaffe fighters from JG11.
Nevertheless, when the group of more than 50 Bodenplatte aircraft of JG11
showed up over Y-29, the 12 blue-nosed Mustangs of the 487 FS were cueing
for take-off with Lt. Col. Meyer in the lead Mustang. While accelerating down
the snow-packed runway, Lt. Col. Meyer opened the account by shooting down
a German fighter in a head-on pass as it tried to strafe a parked C-47 next to the
runway. The German had not noticed the P-51 taking off. Meyer began firing
before his wheels fully retracted and downed the marauding FW 190. Though
surrounded by strafing fighters, every one of the 487th FS got off the ground to
meet their attackers.
In the battle that followed, 24 Luftwaffe fighters were destroyed by the 352nd
FG. However, one pilot – Lt. Dean
Huston – was forced to belly his
P-51 after its cooling system was
holed from the fire of zealous British
anti-aircraft gunners. Two pilots of
the 487th claimed 4 German fighters
shot down. The 487th received the
Distinguished Unit Citation. Meyer,
Capt. Stanford Moats, and Capt.
William T. Whisner, who scored his
fourth victory while his Mustang
was starting to overheat from battle
damage, were each awarded the DSC
and four other pilots were awarded
the Silver Star. Despite 352d Fighter
Group losing a couple of aircraft
to battle damage, not a single pilot
was lost during the New Year's Day
battle.

Above : John C. Meyer in his P-51 Mustang
"Petie 3rd".
Below : Another P-51 of the 352 FG
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NOUVEAUTÉ DU PX

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2013

CD Rom de 110 photos prises lors du
meeting aérien de La Ferté-Alais 2012.
Images jpeg de 1600 pixels de base pour fonds
d’écran ou impression à usage strictement personnel. (10 € port compris, 8 € pour les membres)

FRENCH WING 2012
ANNUAL ELECTIONS
Our

member

Gaël Darquet

has

been elected adjutant officer for
the next three years :
eligible :

90

Actual votes : 40
votes for gaël : 40
Gaël Darquet is therefore
elected with 100% of the votes.
The CAF French Wing is a non-profit
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17
email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75
email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Flying Sponsors
Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Cédric alhaire
Marc Miglior
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Jean-Claude Miniggio

Supporting Sponsor
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Louis-Jean Gioux
Aubrey Hair
Barbara Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Colette McAlester
Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright

We asked all our members
to support this airplane
through the adoption of
a sponsorship at the level of their choice. We still
need 2400 € to cover the
fixed costs. Thank you to
you all !

DONATEURS
Fabien GRASSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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