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EDITORIAL
first wish to say how much I appreciate
the innumerable messages I receive,
day after day, from our members and
friends. To feel so well supported is a
major factor of my eventual healing which,
unfortunately, seems to be far away.
However, a small improvement noted
after my last test lets me hope that the
chemo treatment may start to have the
expected effect on my illness… As I wait
for that to happen, I put up with its side
effects whose inconveniences are many
and difficult to imagine for whom has not
gone through that experience. Thanks to
all of you, my morale stays at the top, and
the idea to have a hangar which can be
called “home” and can be a place where
everyone will enjoy life during the good
season, is an irreplaceable goal !

A

s you will read in the following pages,
the CAF affairs are far from satisfying
its members whose number goes down
day after day, week after week. How sad it
is to see the greatest and the most noble
benevolent aeronautical Association in
the world, self-destruct so quickly and so
badly !… But our members need not lose
faith. Some signs, yet still very thin, allow
us to dream of a more optimistic future.
But it’s still too early to talk about that…

I

n the mean time, let us concentrate
on the French Wing which, despite the
world and local economical difficulties, still
manages to progress. The only problem we
are facing at the moment is the number of
Sponsors to support our Piper Cub Spirit
of Lewis, which is still too small to ensure
a healthy operation in 2012. This is why I
reiterate my call to our members and ask
them to renew their help to this historical
airplane. Without this support, it will not
be able to carry on flying and symbolize
our noble goals. I sincerely thank you all
in advance ! ☺
Bernard

© Jean Barbaud & Afroula

I

Jean Barbaud AND HIS WIFE afroula
WISH YOU A VERY HAPPY NEW YEAR,
YEAR OF THE dragon (A “spitfire” SO
TO SAY !… ☺)
THE FRENCH WING FLY-IN WILL TAKE
PLACE ON MAY 12, IN LE PLESSISBELLEVILLE. PLEASE BOOK THIS DATE
FOR THIS EVENT TODAY !
spirit of lewis : THE NUMBER OF
PIPER CUB SPONSORS HAS GONE
UP SINCE LAST MONTH, BUT IT STILL
REMAINS FAR TOO LOW FOR A NORMAL
OPERATION - THIS IS WHY WE REITERATE
OUR CALL TO THE 2011 SPONSORS TO
RENEW THEIR SUPPORT IN 2012, AND
WE ASK ALL OTHER MEMBERS TO ALSO
BECOME SPONSORS.
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NEWS
CAF WINTER STAFF
CONFERENCE
The traditional CAF Winter Staff
Conference is approaching fast, and
one has to believe that the attendance will be particularly scarce this
year (One must say that last year’s
conference was such a masquerade
that only a few members appreciated it !).
This is why director Steve Brown
gave the order to each CAF unit to
send imperatively at least one elected
staff member to Midland to participate in this conference which will
take place from Thursday February
23 till Sunday February 26 !…

of registering for this conference
($ 99.00), cost of the meals which
are not included in that price, and
cost of a car rental since no transport is being organized by the CAF,
since the taxi fares are extremely
expensive, and since there is no public transport in Midland.
All these expenses put together
represent an amount of at least
$ 1,000.00 for this extended weekend in Midland !
Fortunately, this order didn’t go so
far as ordering foreign units to send
one of their elected members !… This
would have been rather funny !

Coming from the director of a
benevolent Association, such an
order is the demonstration of a despotism which is not acceptable !…
It is, alas, the sad reality of today’s
CAF !
Of course, the members of an
Association have to respect the few
legal aspects of the running of such
an Association, like respecting its
Statutes and Internal Rules, but
the rest, everything else, is based
on volunteering whose limits are
dictated by the available time those
members have, their family constraints, their financial possibilities,
and their enthusiasm at that time
which is closely related to the general feeling that prevails within this
Association.
In the case of this Winter Staff
Conference, such an order means
that at least one of the elected members of each unit will pay from his
own pocket the financial cost of this
trip and this stay : Return airline
ticket to and from Miland, 4 hotel
nights (and we all know how expensive these are in Midland), cost

most technical texts impossible for
those who are not used to them.
NASA itself has its own technical
dictionary since the terms used are
so unusual, and the aircraft builders
are not far behind ! In order to turn
one’s life into a real nightmare, the
same pieces of equipment have different names from one company to
another !
To help people better read and
understand these technical texts, a
number of dictionaries exist, but
none of them completely cover this
vast subject.
We have found a dictionary which
is quite comprehensive, in 6 languages, which will improve everyone’s life, especially since it is totally free !
To reach it, connect to the Internet
and go to the following address :
http://publicationsystem.
s e c u r e - z o n e . n e t / v 2 / i n d e x Po p .
jsp?id=1229/1560/4829&lng=fr

AERONAUTICAL
DICTIONARY IN
6 LANGUAGES

Quite large and with an index for
each of the 6 languages, it is very
easy to use and ill greatly improve
your life as a reader of aviation
books and magazines. Do place this
address in your favorite ones at
once !
WANTED

For our French members, the
English language is not a real problem as far as basic conversations or
newspaper and magazine articles are
concerned.

The French Wing is looking for
any piece of office furniture in very
good state that you may have available, for the hangar in Le PlessisBelleville.

But it is quite different when the
discussions become technical, especially in aviation. The thousands
of terms and acronyms used in any
period of aviation make reading

We are also looking for trees and
bushes to decorate the area surrounding the future car park. If you
are gifted with a green hand, please
do contact us soon !
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NEWS
CALLING ALL SPONSORS !

!
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We ask all Piper Cub
Sponsors to renew their
participation ASAP.
All 2011 Sponsors and other members who would like to join them
should send their participation as
soon as possible. On the right is the
list of all current Sponsors who did
send their payment at the date of
publication, and, on the last page
of this issue, is the list of all 2011
Sponsors.
Flying Sponsor
Annual Premium 250€ and price per
flight hour 25€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 50€).
(Note : Approved pilots are all Flying Sponsors)
Restoration Sponsor
Annual Premium 125€ and price per
flight hour 45€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 57,50€).
Supporting Sponsor
Annual Premium 50€ and price per
flight hour 55€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 60€).

SPONSORS 2012
Flying Sponsors
Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Eric Bellebon
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor
Bunty Bateman
Cédric Chanu
Michel Fleury
Louis-Jean Gioux

Supporting Sponsor
Anonyme 1
Anonyme 2
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Colette McAlester
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright

Non-Sponsors
Non-Sponsors do not pay any annual
premium but the cost for one flight
hour is 80 euros.

Although the list of Sponsors is a
bit longer than last month, many
names are missing to reach the

total of the fixed costs of 5700
euros. At the time of publication,
we’re missing precisely 1550
euros which we will reach if all
2011 Sponsors are kind enough
to renew their participation in
2012, helped by a few new comers
in this Sponsor group. Thanks to
all of you !

2012 FRENCH WING
EVENTS
• The Carrefour de l’Air which
allows Associations to present their
work to the public and to establish
new links between themselves, will
take place in Le Bourget on March
31 and April 01. The French Wing
will have its booth there and we
invite all members to come and see
it like they did in 2011.
• The Piper Club France GA will take
place in Amiens on April 14, 2012.
• The French Wing Fly-in will take
place on May 12, 2012 in Le PlessisBelleville.
We ask everyone who will come with
or without an airplane, and who can
take part in the preparation and its
good progress to make themselves
known ASAP.
The airplanes will include the French
Wing’s and those residing in Le PlessisBelleville or not too far from it :
• Piper Cub
• NC 856
• Jurca Sirocco
• MS 733
• Cessna 195 (60th anniversary)
• Taurus
• Jodel D120
• Stearman
• Christen Eagle
• Yak 18T
We will soon start sending invitations
for other attractive historical planes
whose identity will be published
as soon as their presence will be
confirmed. In addition, we have
hopes to obtain the participation of
very nice cars !
• Other events are still to be
confirmed. We hope to participate in
the La Ferté-Alais air show on May
26 and 27, with our booth and at
least one airplane.
3

ROY GRINNELL : “A TWISTED TALE”
The painting by Roy that we present
this month has a very special story : It
concerns two members of the French
Wing, Roy Grinnell himself, and the
leader of our Association, Bernard
Delfino.

Bernard’s cat, named “Kitty Hawk”,
has a very adventurous character,
and she particularly loves to climb
up the roof of the family house and
wait there for Bernard to rescue
her !

Roy Grinnell found inspiration in
his long time friendship with his best
friend : When Roy found out that
Bernard was seriously ill and going
through some very difficult medical
treatment, he decided to paint this
image full of humor and friendship
to encourage him and support him.

(Note : This game carried on until
Bernard fitted a very efficient
“staircase for cats” which now allows
the adventurous cat to climb down on
her own).
This painting was chosen by an
editor to be used on the cover

page, as well as a double inside
page of the magazine Warbirds
& Vintage Aircraft, March/April
issue.
This editor will also get some prints
made from it, signed by Roy, which
will be sold during Sun’n Fun 2012.
In addition, this painting has been
chosen for the art show “Horizons of
Flight” Aviation Art Exhibit which
will soon start at CAE Simuflite on
the Dallas Fort Worth airport (Texas),
and will last several months.

A Twisted Tale
A very rare fact, and even unique as
far as we know : The story told by the
artist, the plane that he has painted,
and the cat insignia painted on the
plane’s fuselage, are totally imaginary.
A twist of reality which does not affect
the beauty of this wonderful and
funny painting.

You can, if you wish, order a print
of this very pleasing painting,
printed on high quality Fine Art
paper, from our Executive Officer
Bertrand Brown at the following
address :
contact@bravobravoaviation.com

The picture can be printed on paper
size A5, A4, and A3. For other sizes,
Bertrand will be able to give you the
necessary information. Do not hesitate
to contact him via email :
webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
or by phone :
06 16 97 55 06
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AT THE HANGAR DOORS

MEZZANINE
The structure of the mezzanine
(below) will soon be built by company Baudoux. The work is scheduled to start on February 15, and
end at the end of the month.
Then, it will be up to our members
to carry on and build the rest like
the floor, the walls, the staircase,
the doors, the windows, the electrical circuits, the furniture, and then
we will be able to move in.
The Club House will have a surface
of 226 ft 2 so that one doesn’t feel
over crowded during meetings, and
the office and the stores for aircraft
parts and the PX will be happy
with an area of 130 ft 2 each.
PREPARATIONS
Every piece of ground equipment,
the cupboards, the desk, the work
bench, etc, are now on wheels

so that they can be moved easily
according to the need of the company Baudoux workers.

case to access the mezzanine floor,
also ready to be assembled (Merci
Roger !).

It’s only once the mezzanine will be
totally finished that we will be able
to re-organize the ground equipment the best we can, with a large
work bench, shelves, and lockers.

All we need to buy is some single
glass windows and a large door which
will be very useful to hoist large items
into the stores and the PX room.

THE FRENCH WING
NEEDS YOUR HELP !
The building of the mezzanine
rooms during March will call for
the presence of as many members
as possible. And they do not need
any special knowledge to help.
This construction will be based on
woodwork especially (Floor and
walls).
Gaël Darquet has donated three
brand new doors ready to be fitted
(Merci Gaël !), and Roger Gouzon
has donated the metal spiral stair-

If you can participate in this construction, even if it is only one or two
days, do not hesitate to contact us !
If you are only available on weekends, we will adapt to your availability.
And if you have to travel over some
long distance, Roger Gouzon will
provide you with a bedroom, free
of charge, and the only money
you will need to spend is your
return trip.
any member who will efficiently
help us complete this project will
be rewarded with some free flying
time aboard the Piper Cub, like 30
minutes per effective working day.
ANNUAL CHECKS
The whole of March will be spent
on the mezzanine so that we can
start straight away on the annual
checks of the NC 856 and the
Piper Cub once it’s over, another
type of work which will require the
best possible participation from
the aircraft mechanics and the
apprentices.
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TUSKEGEE AIRMEN : THE TRUTH
Article @ profiles : Bertrand Brown, Photos: Bernard Delfino
With the release of the movie “Red
Tails” directed by Anthony Hemingway this month, a decades-old debate has resurfaced concerning the
combat performance of the pilots of
the 332nd Fighter Group (composed
of the 99th, 100th, 301st and 302nd
Fighter Squadrons) and 477th Bombardment Group, often collectively
referred to as the Tuskegee airmen.
The movie having mostly received
poor reviews, a number of activists
have taken to social media to protest
against what is thought to be a racially-tinged effort to denigrate the contribution of the wartime fighting unit.

the Tuskegee airmen and tries to bring
some facts and perspective back to the
story.

Seven decades after the events took
place, it is sad to see that most of what
is generally known about the Tuskegee
airmen is quite distant from historical
reality. Several of these distortions or
myths have acquired such sensitivity
and widespread acceptance that most
historians will actively avoid discussing them.

The first misconception regarding the
Tuskegee airmen was that they were
inferior. The myth was that black pilots could not perform as well in combat as their white counterparts.

Such is not the case of Dr Daniel L.
Haulman, Chief of the Organizational Histories Branch of the Air Force
Historical Research Agency, who published in October 2011 a 30-page
study entitled “Nine Myths about the
Tuskegee Airmen”, a shortened version of his book “Eleven Myths about
the Tuskegee Airmen”. Using monthly unit histories, mission reports and
other archived documents conserved
by the Air Force, Haulman challenges nine popular misconceptions about

Shortly after the Tuskegee airmen entered combat, their performance was
officially challenged and their removal
from the combat zone was suggested
by some. The subsequent study by the
Air Force showed that although the
combat performance of the 332nd FG
was not among the best, it was similar to that of several other 15th Air
Force fighter groups. As a result of this
study, the Tuskegee airmen remained
in the combat zone and allowed to
continue their mission.

The myth of inferiority

P-40L-1-CU (S/N 42-10448), named “A Train II”, of 1st Lt Charles Dryden, 99th FS, 332nd FG

The myth of
“Never lost a bomber”
This is probably the most widespread
myth, claiming that the Tuskegee airmen never lost a bomber to enemy
fighters during escort missions.
Haulman details his investigation
method concerning this claim and provides multiple references to back up his
findings. His research concludes that
27 bombers were shot down by enemy
fighters while they were under the protection of the Tuskegee airmen. During
these same missions, even more bombers were shot down by enemy anti-aircraft fire but these losses are not taken
into account as they were unrelated to
the Tuskegee airmen’s performance as
escort fighters.
The myth of the deprived ace
Another popular misconception that
circulated after World War II is that
white officers were determined to prevent any black man in the Army Air
Forces from becoming an ace, and
therefore reduced the aerial victory
credit total of Lee Archer from five to
less than five to accomplish their aim.
Official records show that Lee Archer
never claimed more than four aerial
6

P-47D flown by 1Lt Gwynne Peirson, 302nd FS, 332nd FG, 1944

victories and received credit for each
of these. He never claimed a fifth victory, and consequently this was never
taken away or downgraded to half.
Another untrue assertion is that black
pilots with four victories were sent home
to stop them from achieving ace status.
Examination of the deployment of the
pilots in such a position disproves this as
most remained in
combat after their
fourth
victory,
making it possible
for them to score
a fifth victory.

sunk a German destroyer, but other records cast doubt on whether the ship
actually sank and its nature.
Research indicates the ship in question
was the TA-22, an ex-Italian destroyer
converted to a minelayer and used by the
Germans. It was not actually sunk in the
attack but was so heavily damaged that
it never saw further action and no lon-

The myth of
being first to
shoot down

German jets
Sometimes one hears the claim that
the Tuskegee airmen were the first to
shoot down German jets.
American pilots shot down 60 Me
262 jets before March 24, 1945, the
day on which the Tuskegee airmen
claimed their first victory over German jets. While most of these pilots
belonged to the 8th AF, other pilots of
the 15th AF (to which the 332nd FG
belonged) also scored victories over
German jets before that date.

P-51C-10-NT (S/N 42-103645), owned by the CAF

ger posed a threat to Allied operations.
Some sources suggest the destroyed ship
was the TA-27, but this ship was sunk
sixteen days earlier in another location
and its destruction cannot be credited to
the Tuskegee airmen.
The myth of the
“great train robbery”
One of the popular stories about the
Tuskegee airmen is sometimes nick-

named the “Great Train Robbery.”
According to the story, the 332nd FG
would not have been able to escort its
assigned bombers all the way to Berlin
on the March 24, 1945 mission without larger fuel tanks, and members of
the 96th Air Service Group, which
serviced the airplanes of the 332nd
FG, obtained those larger fuel tanks
by force from a train the day before
the mission. By working all night, the
crews had the P-51s equipped with
the larger fuel tanks just in time for
the escort mission to succeed.
Haulman believes this to be highly
unlikely, and indicates no evidence
of it could be found. During an interview, one of the crew chiefs of the
301st FS indicated he had no recollection of such an
event, and that
the larger fuel
tanks were obtained through
the usual logistical
channel.
Haulman indicates this myth
might
have
found its origins
in the fact that
the tanks were delivered by train rather than the usual truck delivery.
The myth of superiority
Another popular story is that the
members of the 332nd FG were so
much better at bomber escort than
the members of the other six fighter
groups, that bombardment groups requested that they be escorted by the
332nd FG. According to this sto-

The myth that the Tuskegee airmen
sank a German destroyer
The 332nd FG mission report for June
25, 1944 notes that the group sank a
German destroyer in the Adriatic Sea
near Trieste that day. The pilots on that
mission undoubtedly believed they had

P-51C-10-NT, “Daisy Mae” flown by Capt. W. W. Crockett, 332nd FG, 100th FS
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ry, white fighter pilots, unlike the black
ones, abandoned the
bombers they were
assigned to escort in
order to chase after
enemy fighters to increase their aerial victory credit scores for
fame and glory.
This is a difficult assertion to prove
or disprove, being
hardly quantifiable
by nature. However, no official documents show that the
332nd FG was specifically
requested
as escort by bomber
The CAF P-51C-10-NT (S/N 42-103645), escorted by the P-51D Gunfighter II and Red nose
groups. An examinaers it was escorting. The report also
tion of the mission tasking method
short that they mislead the reader into
indicates
that
while
the
other
fighter
in use at the time also shows that it
thinking that all the members of the
groups had a kill ratio exceeding 2:1
did not allow for any such requests
Tuskegee airmen organizations were
(meaning more than two enemy airto be made.
black.
craft shot down for every aircraft lost
in combat), the 332nd FG’s ratio was
One of the few documents that shows
Haulman indicates that the units
inferior to 1:1 (meaning the 332nd
how satisfied bomber groups were
composing the Tuskegee airmen evenFG lost more aircraft in combat than
with their escorts indicates the hightually became all-black units but did
it destroyed).
est level of escort efficiency in the 15th
not start as such. The 99th FS was atAF seems to have been achieved betached to various white fighter groups
Haulman concludes by stating that
fore the 332nd FG was engaged in
for over a year before being assigned to
“depending on what the criterion was,
escort missions and was the consethe black 332nd FG.
the 332nd FG was the worst and also
quence of strategic and tactical decithe best at the same time.”
sions rather than the performance of
Interestingly, “some of the mema specific unit.
bers of the 99th FS resented beThe myth that the Tuskegee airmen
ing assigned to the 332nd FG, beA post-war study entitled “Policy
cause they had become accustomed
were all black
for Utilization of Negro Manpower
to serving in white groups, flying
in the Post-War Army“ praised the
alongside white fighter squadrons,
Unfortunately, many articles and ref332nd FG for successfully escortand did not relish being placed
erences to the Tuskegee airmen are so
ing bombers, but
with the black
also criticized it
fighter group
for having fewsimply because
er aerial victory
they were also
credits than the
black. In a
other groups besense, it was a
cause it did not
step back toaggressively chase
ward more segenemy fighters
regation.“
to shoot them
down, but stayed
Haulman also
with the bombP-51C-10-NT, “Ina the Macon Belle” of Lt. Lee Archer, 302nd FS, 332nd FG
notes
that
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white members of the organizations were in leadership positions,
and that black officers did not command white officers. In addition,
some of the white officers who were
in command of Tuskegee airmen opposed equal opportunity. For example, Colonel Robert Selway, commander of the 477th BG, attempted
to enforce segregated officers’ clubs
on the base and had many of the
Tuskegee airmen arrested for opposing his policy.

Haulman also indicates that “for
every white officer who discouraged equal opportunity for the
Tuskegee airmen under their command, there were other white officers who sincerely worked for their
success” and gives a list of notable
such officers.

P-51C “My Buddy” flown by Capt. Charles Bailey, 99th FS, 332nd FG

The myth that all Tuskegee airmen
were fighter pilots who flew redtailed P-51s to escort bombers

This incorrect perception is the result
of decades of simplified depictions of
the Tuskegee airmen’s history. In reality, the Tuskegee airmen flew four types
of fighters in combat, and also the
B-25 Mitchell bomber. The Tuskegee airmen made their combat début
in North Africa in May 1943 flying

P-40 Warhawk, P-39 Airacobra, P-47
Thunderbolt and later P-51Mustang,
all with standard camouflage. The red
tails only appeared when the group
began escorting bomber raids in July
1944.
Haulman finally, and rightly, concludes his paper by stating that “whoever dispenses with the myths that
have come to circulate around the
Tuskegee airmen in the many decades
since World War II emerges with a
greater appreciation for what they actually accomplished. If they did not
demonstrate that they were far superior to the [other] escort groups of
the 15th AF with which they served,
they certainly demonstrated that they
were not inferior to them, either.
Moreover, they began at a line farther
back, overcoming many more obstacles on the way to combat. […] Their
exemplary performance opened the
door for the racial integration of the
military services, beginning with the
Air Force, and contributed ultimately
to the end of racial segregation in the
United States.”

P-51D-15-NA (S/N 44-15648), named “Lollipoop II”, flown by 1Lt Spurgeon Ellington, 100th FS, 332nd FG
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MORANE SAULNIER 406
Article & photos : Olivier Beyer
If it had the privilege
to be the first modern French fighter,
the Morane-Saulnier
M.S. 406 was, in reality, a strange mixture
of old and new solutions. It had a retractable landing gear and
an enclosed cockpit.
It was an answer to
the modern monoplane with low wings,
but it kept some obsolete characteristics
like an horizontal
tail plane with braces, a tail skid, and a
largely fabric covered
structure. Nevertheless, the M.S. 406
was, numerically, the most important
fighter of the French Air Force when
the Germans attacked on May 10,
1940.
It was built as early as 1937 by company Morane-Saulnier in Puteaux and
Société Nationale de Constructions
Aéronautiques de l’Ouest in Nantes,
but the production of the HispanoSuiza engine was delayed and the first

production planes were not delivered until 1939. On May 10, 1940,
ten fighter groups were operating the
M.S. 406. At the time of the Armistice, 1098 airplanes had been delivered to the Armée de l’Air. It was also
successfully exported, namely to Finland, Turkey, and Switzerland. A more
powerful version was produced under
licence in Switzerland, and some Finland planes were fitted with Russian
engines.

THE Morane-Saulnier 406
In SWITZERLAND
Among these foreign countries, the
Swiss Air Force bought two aircraft in
1938 for evaluation with the intention
to produce more planes under licence.
Thus, in the fall of 1940, eighty M.S.
406 had been built by company EKW
under the designation D-3800, with the
original Hispano Suiza 12 Y-31 engine,
and a few modifications like the replacement of the tail skid by a tail wheel.
Then, from 1940 till 1948, 207
D-3801 were built in four differnt production plants, with a more powerful
engine, Hispano Suiza 12 Y-51 (built
under licence by Saurer), a new cooling
system with a fixed radiator, and a constant speed three blade propeller.
Until the arrival of the P-51 Mustang
then the jet de Havilland Vampire, the
D-3801 formed the largest part of the
Swiss surveillance squadrons. Then
they were downgraded to the role of
suport planes, before they were taken
out of service in 1959 and almost totally scrapped…
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Saint-Michelen-Grève en
1931.

Almost,
because the aircraft registered
J-277 was donated to the
Musée de l’Air
et de l’Espace
in Le Bourget,
and the J-276
stayed in Switzerland, slowly
rotting away
on the lawn
of Saint-Imier
swimming
pool.
This was the
one coveted by the Swiss pilot Hansruedi Dubler. But what had become a
very lamentable wreck was taken away
and restored by the Musée des Troupes
d’Aviation Suisse in Dübendorf.
Frustrated, Dubler continued his
search, and, little by little, he found
pieces of three other D-3801 (thee
fuselage of D-3800 J-84, the wings
of D-3801 J-276, and other parts of
J-143). He stowed them in a barn near
Winterthur where they made a few
chickens happy.
In the mean time, Max Vogelsang,
carpenter of trade and restorer of
plane by passion, kept alive with
his late friend Christian Schweizer,
the dream to fly, one day, a MoraneSaulnier 406. With Peter Zweifel, an
aircraft mechanic who was also fond
of the Morane, this dream started
to materialize in the early eighties,
thanks to the purchase of a HispanoSuiza engine.
Finally, it was in 1994 that Peter, Max,
and Hansruedi, decided to get together and created the Swiss Morane Club,
in order to restore the D-3801 (MS406) to flying status.
However, many parts were missing,
as well as the technical documentation. The latter was generously

The
tradition to paint a
blue-white-red
stripe which
distinguished
the aces of
WWI has been
adopted on the
M.S. 406.

provided by the Musée des Troupes
d’Aviation Suisse in Dübendorf,
the first supporter of the new team.
The missing parts could be manufactured, and others were found in
the scrap merchant who broke all
Swiss Morane when they were demobilized. They were not always in
a good state, but, at least, they were
used as an example for the manufacturing of new parts.
In Spring of 2000, after 10.000
hours of work, the restored M.S. 406
D-3801 was painted with the original
Swiss Air Force colors. The first flight
was faultless and took place on June 9,
2000. The three comrades have since
sold the airplane Swiss Association
Morane Charlie Fox, and it has been
repainted in the colors of an Armée de
l’Air Morane 406.
PAINT SCHEME OF
A UNIQUE AIRCRAFT
Registered as HB-RCF, it is based at
Bex and bears the colors of the Morane 406, N458, number 138, which
was flown by Commandant Marcel
Coadou in May 1940, Commander
oif Fighter Group 1/2 Cigognes.
Commander Coadou, a WWI ace
with 9 victories, was also the founder of the very first aerodrome in
northern Britanny, on the beach of

Commander
Coadou’s plane
came from the
“Escadrille de
France”. It had been financed through
a national subscription by each district. These planes, financed that way,
joined the Fighter Groups GC 1/7
and 1/2.
WHO WAS
Marcel Coadou ?
Born on February 7, 1897, he died on
October 22, 1985, with 9 confirmed
victories. Marcel Coadou got his
Wings in 1915.
The same year, as he was 18, he joined
the air force. He was first posted in an
aerial reconnaissance unit, then tranferred to fighters, namely to SPA 88
flying SPAD aircraft.
He was got the Legion of Honnor distinction at the age of 21. In 1923, he
flew for a French/Romanian airline to
Prague and Warsaw. Fond of aviation,
he became an instructor and flew initiation flights.
Before WWI, he volunteered to serve
in the Air Force, and took part in the
aerial combats as second in comand
of Escadrille des Cigognes, replacing
Commandant Daru.
After 1940, he joined the Resistance,
and, finally, after the war, he instructed hundreds of student pilots.
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FLYING SPONSORS

NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2011

Gilles Avenel
Hugh Alexander III
Michel Baloche
François Bergeon
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Marie-Françoise Le Cornec
Georges Marcelin
Patrick Pierre-Pierre
John Roeder
Sandy Sansing
RESTORATION SPONSORS

CD Rom of 110 photos taken during the 2011 La Ferté-Alais air show.
1600 pixels jpeg images that make a nice screen
saver/wall paper, or which can be printed for personal use only (10 € P&P incl, or 8 € for our members)
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Bunty Bateman
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
Regis Urschler
SUPPORTING SPONSORS
Nöel Barange
Didier Bourrassier
Henri Bourrassier
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Claude De Marco
Louis-Jean Gioux
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Cécile Malherbe
Georges Marcelin
Colette McAlester
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright
Anonyme

DONNORS
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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