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O

ur old Ford Transit van,
which bore the colours of
the French Wing, is now a thing
of the past. The cost of repairs
to keep it running were too high
and it has been sold.
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A

s Bernard's poor health has
left him with little time and
energy, it is up to me to introduce
this month's edition of Airshow,
our monthly newsletter. My
most sincere wish is that I will
not have to do so as I hope - as
we all do - that he will be back
with a vengeance by then !

A

s the French Wing has
reduced its presence on
meetings and other aviation
events, we hope to see many

members join us in Compiègne
on Saturday the 15 th of June.

T

his will be a good opportunity
to discuss how we should
organize our activities in the
future. We look forward to hearing
your ideas and suggestions so
don't hesitate to join in on the
discussion!
Bertrand

O

Photo : Sergio Morchon (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

n behalf of all the members
of the French Wing, I
therefore
wish
Bernard
a
speedy recovery. I know that
he has been moved by all
the messages of support and
affection that he has received,
whether directly or through me.
He is very sorry about not being
able to answer them, but rest
assured that they have meant a
lot to him.

Memories: 1953-2013, 60 years
O F Pat r o u i l l e d e F r a n c e

I

would like to profit from these
few lines to thank those who
have been working these last
few weeks by maintaining the
aircraft and hangar, as well
as contributing to the French
Wing's everyday tasks.

T

A

lthough these hard-working
volunteers
have
never
uttered a word in complaint,
it should be known that all
and any help would be very
welcome, as work in the hangar
(and elsewhere) is not lacking !

Photo V. Guisiano

hanks
to
their
efforts,
our Piper Cub will soon
be
undergoing
its
annual
maintenance and will still be
able to fly. Their work will also
allow us to be present at the
Compiègne Aéro Classic 2013
meeting on June 15 & 16, where
the French Wing will be present
on the ground and in the air.

P h o t o - RE P ORT:
LE T e mp s d e s H é l i c e s 2 0 1 3
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NEWS

Photo B. Delfino

FRENCH WING ANNUAL
DUES - YEAR 2013-2014

"Compiègne Aéro Classic 2013"
Saturday 15 & SUNDAY 16 JunE
The Cercle des Machines
Volantes will hold its annual
meeting "Compiègne Aéro
Classic" on June 15 th and 16 th
at the
Compiègne-Margny
airfield, from 10 AM to 6 PM.
The P-51D "Nooky Booky
IV" and a Nieuport 28, both
based in La Ferté-Alais, will be
present.
The French Wing will be
present on the ground with
a smaller-than-usual PX and
will also be represented in the
air thanks to Gilles Avenel,
Jean-Yves Cercy and Michel
Baloche, who will fly displays
in the Jurca Sirocco, Piper
Cub and Cessna 195. As JeanYves will be absent on Sunday,
Gilles will fly the Piper Cub on
that day.
We were hoping that Eric
Bellebon and his beautiful
Stearman could also come,
but the Stearman's new engine
is still troublesome and its
presence had to be cancelled.
The Cercle des Machines
Volantes now has a website,

on which you will find more
information about the meeting
and the association:
www.cercledesmachinesvolantes.com
T his me e ti n g w i l l al s o g i ve
membe r s o f the Fre n c h
Wing the o p p o r tu n i ty to
reunite an d d i s c u s s . Gi ve n
the rece n t c han ge s that have
been d e c i d e d c o n c e r n i n g
the Fre n c h Wi n g ' s ac ti vi ti e s
(a ttend i n g f e we r ai r s how s ,
pa r tia l c l o s u re o f the P X ) ,
we be l i e ve we n e e d to
d iscuss f u tu re p ro je c ts an d
expecta ti o n s b e twe e n u s .
We ca n d o thi s o n Satu rd ay,
a nd give e ve r yo n e a c han c e
to expre s s the m s e l ve s . On e
w or thy
s u g ge s ti o n
has
a lrea d y b e e n m ad e : that
the Fre n c h Wi n g d e d i c ate
more ti m e to c o l l e c ti n g
veter a n s ' m e m o r i e s , p ho to s
a nd othe r avi ati o n - re l ate d
d ocume n tati o n . T hi s i s o n e
of the CAF' s g o al s , an d i t
w ould p ro b ab l y b e e as i e r to
a chieve f o r tho s e w ho l i ve
fa r from Le Pl e s s i s - Be l l e vi l l e
or ha ve l i ttl e f re e ti m e .

If you still haven't paid your annual
dues, please do so as soon as possible.
The list below will allow everyone to
know their personal situation and
make sure they haven't forgotten. (Ed :
Note that it includes Honorary Members
who are considered as "Paid").
The following members are up to date
with their annual dues for 2013-2014 :
Jim Adams, Hugh Alexander III,
Gilles Avenel, Michel Baloche,
Jean
Barbaud,
Christophe
Bastide, Bunty Bateman, Eric
Bellebon, Didier Bourrassier,
Bertrand
Brown,
Merril
Butikofer,
Renaud
Calmels,
C. Cardinal, Didier Cardinal,
Jean-Yves Cercy, Cédric Chanu,
Jacqueline Clerc, Daniel Costelle,
Jean-Christophe
Debuisson,
Bernard Delfino, Fumiko Delfino,
Stéphane Duchemin, Danielle
Duflot, Michel Fleury, Guy
Fourdrain, Claude Gascon, LouisJean Gioux, Maurice Girard,
Roger Gouzon, Fabien Gressier,
Irene Grinnell, Roy Grinnell,
Catherine Gritte, Philippe Gritte,
Philippe Guglielmo, Aubrey Hair,
Barbara Hair, Gilles Hammer,
Louise Hudlow, Rick Hudlow,
Eric Janssonne, Jean-Luc Jentel,
Marie-Françoise Le Cornec,
Kevin Leonard-Keller, Cédric
Malhaire, Georges Marcelin,
Colette McAlester, Marc Miglior,
Jean-Claude Miniggio, Camille
Montaigu, Jacques Péligat, Guy
Perrin, Francis Picco, Patrick
Pierre-Pierre, Hervé Quefféléant
, Jean Roeder, Marcel Ruppert ,
Sandy Sansing, Matt Simek, Rob
Singer, Haruo Tanaka, Christian
Tournemine, Regis Urschler,
Orlan Wichman, Ron Wright.
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"Le Temps des Hélices 2013"
Article : Stéphane Duchemin, Photos: Vincent Giusiano

The annual meeting in La Ferté-Alais
was held, as every year, during the
Saturday and Sunday preceding Whit
Monday. For the first time in 16 years,
the French Wing's stand was not
present, but I met several members
who were able to attend the meeting
on Saturday
During the morning, the public could
approach the aircraft on the ground,
with flight demonstrations beginning
in the afternoon.
I especially enjoyed some of these
demonstrations, such as the Marine
Nationale's presentation of two Rafale,
two Super Etendard Modernisés, one
Hawkeye and an MS.760 "Paris" - the
only airworthy example in France - and
also the "Curtiss duo" of a Hawk 75 (P36) and P-47G Thunderbolt (Curtiss
produced the Republic Aviation P-47
under license during the war).

The famous smoke trails of Christophe Jacquard's Hawker Sea Fury.
For airliner enthusiasts, a Boeing
737 was escorted by a DC-3. Other
memorable displays included the
reenactment of the December 7, 1941
attack on Pearl Harbor by a large

gaggle of T-6, Christophe Jacquard's
Spitfire and Sea Fury, beautifully flown
by Patrice Marchasson, and the P-38
Lightning and F4U Corsair duo of
the Flying Bulls, flown by Raidmund
Riedmann and Eric Goujon.
Other highlights included the
screaming fly-bys of George Perez in
the P-51 Mustang, the famous Yankee
Delta "Navette Bretonne" composed of
a electric Cri-Cri (flown by the very tall
Hugues Duval and prepared by French
Wing member Cédric Malhaire) riding
piggy-back on a Broussard and being
released in flight, and the Montélimarbased OV-10 Bronco, which sported a
new US Marines paint scheme.
The Patrouille de France was, as always, a
crowd-pleaser, but most of the public left
soon after their display as it began raining
heavily.
This was a pity, as the last display of
the show was that of our friend and
member Christophe Brunelière, flying
his magnificent Douglas Skyraider, based
in Avignon and flying formation with a
T-28.

Chance-Vought F4U-4 Corsair and Lockheed P-38 Lightning of the Flying Bulls.
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Left: A low-level attack by Junkers Ju 52? Leading the formation is
F‑AZJU , based at La Ferté, followed
by Rimowa's HB-HOT, which toured
the US last year.

Below: Always an impressive sight,
the OV-10 Bronco from Montélimar showing off its new US Marines
Corps colours.

Below: The French Navy contributed two Rafale M, accompanied by two Super Etendard Modernisés and an
E-2 Hawkeye, trailed by the Armor Aéro Passion Morane-Saulnier MS.760 Paris, which is the only remaining airworthy example in France.

Left: The "Curtiss duo": the Duxfordbased P-36 / Hawk 75 and P-47G
Thunderbolt "SNAFU".
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We're looking forward to the
2014 edition of the meeting,
and hope that we will have both
sunny weather and available
members to man the French
Wing's stand.
We would like to thank Vincent
Giusiano for allowing us to
use his splendid photos in this
newsletter. Visit his website
www.bloke.fr to see more of his
work. ■

Above: the Flying Bulls F4U-4 Corsair about to land.

Left: a gaggle of T-6 about to take off
for the "Tora ! Tora ! Tora !" reenactment.

Right: wingtip vortexes flying off the
F4U-4 Corsair during its display.

Left: the P-51D Mustang "Nooky
Booky IV" taking off. This aircraft
will be present at the "Compiègne
Aéro Classic" meeting on June 15th
and 16th.

Above: the Flying Bulls P-38 Lightning coming in to land.
Right: Christophe Brunelière's superb
Douglas Skyraider.
Below: DC-3 "Dakota" F-AZOX.
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Colourful bombers: the Assembly Ships
Continued. Article: B. Brown, Photos: US Air Force

In the last issue, we presented some of the most interesting and colourful examples of assembly ships,
these war-weary bombers
that were used to facilitate
bomber group assembly prior to bombing missions over
Europe.
Although
assembly
ships
were very common in B-24
Liberator units, they were
not nearly so in units flying
t h e f a m o u s B - 1 7 F l y i n g Fo r tress, for unclear reasons.
As a result this second part
is more of a post-scriptum
t h a n a c o n t i n u a t i o n . Ne v e r theless, here are a few examples of B-17 assembly ships

o f Wo r l d Wa r I I .
T h e R o y a l A i r Fo r c e n e v e r
developed a need for assembly ships, as its heavy bombers flew at night and alone,
part of a bomber stream
rather than in a compact
formation. On the rare occasions when RAF bombers
were used during daytime,
some did receive markings
designed to facilitate assemb l y.
These markings were never as gaudy as those of their
American counterparts. Contrarily to these, the British
assembly ships stayed with
the formation for the entire

duration of the mission after
a s s e m b l y. A l t h o u g h t h e G e r man fighter force was considerably weakened at the end of
t h e w a r, o v e r l y v i s i b l e m a r k ings would have only made
the lead aircraft conspicuous
to enemy fighters who would
have focused their attacks on
them.
The best-known examples of
R A F a s s e m b l y s h i p s a r e Av r o
Lancaster whose fins were
painted in bright colours, often with a horizontal, vertic a l o r d i a g o n a l b a r. T h e s e a i r craft were generally equipped
w i t h t h e H 2 S r a d a r, w h i c h a l lowed them to accurately lead
the group to its target. ■

"Spotted Cow"
This aircraft was a B-17F-60-DL, previously named
"Patches II" and serving with the 547 th Bomb Squadron of the 384 th Bomb Group. After flying 60 combat
missions, it was painted white with blue polka dots and
became the group's assembly aircraft.
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"Green Hornet"
Bearing the same name as a B-24 Liberator assembly ship, this aircraft was a B-17F (s/n 42-30145). It was loaned to the
RAF's Royal Aircraft Establishment in Farnborough on January 7, 1944 for "range testing". Handed back to the USAAF in
February, it was sent to the 486th Bomb Group where it was stripped of all armament and turrets. It was given a new paint
scheme of light green and olive drab and became known as the "Green Hornet". It was used for relaying radio communications, weather reconnaissance and, according to some sources, as an assembly ship.
Although it is well known thanks to documents and reports, it would seem that no pictures of the Green Hornet have survived
to this day. However, it can briefly be seen in some wartime colour footage. The image below is a composite image made from
several frames of this footage. This is why the man near the bomber's nose is also the man seen running away on the right of
the image !

"Barber Pole"
T h i s a ircraf t , a B- 17E (s/n 41-9100), was us e d as a f or m ati on s hi p by the 3 7 9 t h Bomb Group . It w a s a
ve te ra n o f t h e 97 t h B omb Grou p, where it w as name d "Bi r m i ng ham Bli tzk r i e g ", and w as one o f t h e f i r s t
Am e r i c an B- 17 t o see a c tion over Eu rope in 1 9 4 2 . A f te r i ts conve r s i on to an as s e m b ly s hi p , i t rec ei ved a
co lo ur sche me o f re d and white stripes, which e ar ne d i t the name "Bar b e r Pole ".

8

The Patrouille de France turns 60
Article and profiles: Bertrand Brown, Photo: O. Ravenel / Armée de l'Air

Although there were several official demonstration teams representing France in national and
international aviation meetings
before it, the modern Patrouille
de France appeared in 1953.
During an airshow in Maison-Blanche, Algeria, the famous journalist and commentator Jacques Noetinger was so
impressed with Commandant
Delachenal's team of four F-84G
Thunderjets that he told the
crowd: "Ladies and Gentlemen,
the Patrouille de France salutes
you !'.
Thus was the Patrouille de
France born and baptized. On
Saturday 25 and Sunday 25 May
2013, it celebrated its 60 th birthday with a giant airshow in Salon-de-Provence, its home base
in Southern France.
Nowadays, the blue, white and
red Alpha Jets of the unit are
well-known to the public. Some
of our readers might also remember the Fouga Magister that were

flown in the 1970s but few people
know what aircraft were flown by
the Patrouille de France in its early years. Here is a brief illustrated history of the French national
demonstration team. ■

Above: the special figure created specifically for the 60th birthday of the
Patrouille de France on May 25 and
26 in Salon-de Provence.

The team's first mount was the F-84G Thunderjet. It was then composed of men and aircraft from the 3ème Escadre de
Chasse based in Reims. This F-84G was part of the Escadron de Chasse 1/3 "Navarre" in 1953.
9

In 1954, the Patrouille de France received the Dassault MD.450 Ouragan, the first operational jet fighter designed in
France. Its crews and aircraft came from EC 1/2 "Cigognes" of the 2ème Escadre de Chasse based in Dijon.

After the Cigognes (Storks), it was the EC 1/12 "Cambrésis" based in Cambrai which received the honour of supplying
pilots and aircraft for the 1955 Patrouille de France. The paint scheme was similar to that of the previous year but squadron insignias were added to the nose, and a white flash was painted on the wingtip tank.

In 1956 EC 1/4 "Dauphiné" based in Bremgarten, Germany, was the selected unit for the Patrouille de France. The paint
scheme evolved and for the first time the national colours were used.
10

At the end of 1956, EC 1/4 was replaced with EC 3/4 "Flandres", also operating from Bremgarten. The national colours
were abandoned and a new paint scheme of dark blue with yellow stars on the tail section and wingtip tanks was adopted.

In 1957, the Patrouille de France transitioned to the Dassault MD.454 Mystère IV. The 12ème Escadre de Chasse based
in Cambrai was the first to operate the new fighter. On the fin can be seen a new albeit short-lived unit badge.

From 1962, the 7ème Escadre from Nancy provided the crews and aircraft of the team. A new paint scheme including the
national colours was used. A new badge, the ancestor of the current one, was designed and displayed on the fin.
11

Following budget cuts, the Patrouille de France was disbanded in January 1964. It was soon replaced by the Patrouille de
l'Ecole de l'Air which operated the Fouga Magister from Salon de Provence and inherited the Patrouille de France name.
The paint scheme of the new Fouga was similar to that of the previous Mystère IV.

In 1971, the natural metal finish was replaced by a French Blue scheme. The official badge, approved by the French air
force historical branch, was painted on the left side of the nose. The badge of the Ecole de l'Air was carried on the right side.

1980 was the last year in which the team flew the Fouga Magister, replaced the following year by the Dassault-Breguet /
Dornier Alpha Jet. A new scheme was introduced and has remained largely untouched ever since. The special logo created for
the 60th birthday of the team can be seen on the fin of this aircraft. Despite fears that the team might be disbanded because
of budget cuts, recent comments by the French defense minister show that the Patrouille de France will continue to operate
for many years. The Alpha Jet is expected to serve until 2025 in the French air force.
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2013

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images1600pixelsjpegsforyourcomputerwall
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for
our members)

2013 FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS
The French Wing
volunteers

for

is looking for

the

following

positions :

- Operations : Officer and deputy
- Fly-in : 3 deputies
- Recruiting : Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these jobs,
please contact the French Wing !

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17
email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75
email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Flying Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Aubrey Hair
Barbara Hair
Cédric Malhaire
Georges Marcelin
Marc Miglior

Restoration Sponsor
Bunty Bateman
Louis-Jean Gioux
Maurice Girard
Jean-Claude Miniggio

Supporting Sponsor
Bunty Bateman
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Cédric Chanu
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Séphane Duchemin
Danielle Duflot
Louis-Jean Gioux
Gilles Hammer
Marcel Ledoux
Colette McAlester
Camille Montaigu (x2)
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright

DONATEURS
Fabien GRESSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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