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CAF FRENCH WING - BULLETIN MENSUEL - MONTHLY NEWSLETTER
a report of the Compiègne
airshow and a presentation of
François Hébrard, who joined
our ranks during the meeting.
Welcome aboard, François!
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ou'll also find out about
Stéphane's
flight
in
a
T- 6 Te x a n a t l a F e r t é - A l a i s ,
reminiscent of the flights made
b y W o r l d Wa r Tw o A i r F o r c e
c a d e t s . F i n a l l y, y o u ' l l d i s c o v e r

fter a difficult month,
Bernard finally returned
home
a
few
days
ago.
Having gone through three
surgeries, he is quite tired.
He would like to thank all of
those who have shown him
support and affection. He
still can't answer phone calls
and emails, but he can read
the latter and is sensitive to
them.

p h o t o s t a k e n b y J e a n - Yv e s
a t t h e S a i n t - Ya n a i r s h o w, t h e
annual Air France personnel
meeting.

W

e hope you'll enjoy this
newsletter and we'll see
you next month!
Bertrand

I

Photo : Guillaume Hirsch

n his last email, he told us
how much he would like to
join French Wing members in
Le Plessis-Belleville but has
to stay at home and rest for
the time being.

I

t is therefore important that
members of the French Wing
keep working to keep the unit
alive and active. As far as I'm
concerned, I'll be very busy
repairing and then moving
into a new house these next
few weeks. This new house
is somewhat further from le
Plessis-Belleville so I won't
be able to be present as often
as I wish. I will however try
to make myself as available
as possible, whether at the
hangar or from a distance.

R ando lph Fi eld i n E sso nn e :
Flyi ng the T- 6 i n L a Fer té- A l a i s

I

H

elp will also be welcome
a t t h e h a n g a r. S e v e r a l
members are regularly there
and work is never lacking so
feel free to "join in"!

I

n this latest
A i r s h o w,
you

edition of
will
find

Photo Jean-Yves Cercy

'll profit from this occasion
to remind our members that
we are looking for articles for
t h e n e w s l e t t e r. F e e l f r e e t o
submit your work as any help
will be more than welcome!

P h o t o - R e p o r t:
S a i n t - Ya n A i r s h o w
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NEWS
New member:
François Hébrard

Photo B. Delfino

Compiègne Aéro
Classic

The French Wing was a major
contributor to the Compiègne
airshow organised by the Cercle des
Machines Volantes on Saturday the
15th and Sunday the 16th of June.
On Saturday, the FW flew the
Jurca Sirocco (G. Avenel), Cessna
195 (M. Baloche), Yak‑18T (D.
Blouzard) and of course the Piper
Cub (J.-Y. Cercy). Except for the
Sirocco, the same aircraft were
displayed on Sunday.
On the ground, our tent was used
to introduce our unit to the public.
This was successful as we now have
a new member: François Hébrard.
Aside from a few instruments,
nothing was being sold on the
stand.
Several FW members were present
on Saturday. During the flight
demonstrations, a Pilatus P-2
stalled after a luggage door opened
in flight and only averted disaster
by a narrow margin. Unfortunately,
disaster did strike on Sunday. The
engine of a Nieuport 28 replica
failed and its pilot had to land it
in a field adjacent to the runway.
Although the aircraft flipped on its
back, the pilot was unhurt.
He sent us a message on L'Echarpe
Blanche, our French blog, to let
us know he was indeed fine and
that his aircraft would be repaired
before the year's end. ■

We met François Hébrard at the
Compiègne airshow on June 15.
He showed interest in the French
Wing and talked with us for a
while before realizing that he had
crossed paths with Stéphane Duch‑
emin many years earlier at the
Moret airfield!
I am an Airbus A320 pilot with Air
France, a position I've held since
2007. Jean-Yves will confirm this as
he's had to stand me a few times!
Before this, I spent a little over two
decades with the Armée de l'Air:
flight school in 1985 flying the Cap
10, Fouga Magister and a bit of Alpha Jet before moving away from the
fighter community in favour of transport aircraft. There I flew the Xingu
(in Avord), Transall NG (with the Escadron de Transport 1/64 "Béarn" in
Evreux), Casa CN.235 and DHC‑6
Twin Otter (Escadron de Transport
1/62 "Vercors" in Creil). My last flying days were as CO of ETOM 52
"Tontouta" in New-Caledonia. After
that I spent a few years flying a desk

before joining Air France.
In my free time, I maintain and fly
an Acroduster Too based in Moret.
I also enjoy drawing, my favorite
topic being historical aviation, when
propellers were the norm. What I
draw is quite influenced by comic
books.
My favourite aircraft is of course the
P-40, especially the B version. Am
I doing well, boss? [Note: the editors might have inadvertently given
François the proper answer!]. More
seriously, my favourite aircraft are
biplanes, and especially the Bücker Jungmeister with a Siemens Sh
14 engine (and not the Lycomingpowered version, of easier maintenance...).
François Hébrard
1 Route de Vémars
60128 Plailly
françois.hebrard@free.fr
06 30 88 91 22
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Left: François' Acroduster Too
is based in Moret. (Photo JeanPierre Touzeau).

Right: a comic strip drawn
by
François
showing
French P-63 Kingcobras in
action.
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"Randolph Field in Essonne"
Article : Stéphane Duchemin, Photos: Frédérick Vandentorren, Guillaume Hirsch, US Air Force

I've always been fascinated by
the US Army Air Corps Training
Schools.

I had always dreamt of flying on
one of these aircraft to experience
the feel, smell, sound and emotions
a wartime Cadet would have expe‑
rienced.
I had partially fulfilled that dream
during the 2012 fly-in of the French
Wing, when Eric Bellebon kindly
took me up for a ride on his mag‑
nificent Stearman. There, I was able
to enjoy flying an open-cockpit bi‑
plane: the leather helmet and gog‑
gles, the unique smells and sights of
the countryside that formed a yel‑

low and green patchwork under a
cloudless blue sky. This was sheer
happiness.

AVA was officialy launched during
the annual Pentecost airshow after
many hours of work on the aircraft
and project. The following week,
I had an appointment with Bap‑
tiste Salis and Hubert Mars, a great
T-6 enthusiast and member of the
“Casques de Cuir” association.

In late 2012, I learned that a new
company was being created on the
famous La Ferté-Alais airfield: Aero
Vintage Academy. This company
was to offer recreational flights and
full flight training on vintage air‑
craft. Under the leadership of Bap‑
tiste Salis, AVA purchased a PT-17
Stearman in the US, and set out to
restore Edmond Salis' T-6.

Following several rainy days, the
morning of Monday the 27th of
May saw perfect flying weather.
Baptiste and Hubert's welcome was
very warm, and I was soon carried
back in time as I put on my flight
gear.
We walked through the hang‑
ars were the Salis Museum collec‑
tions are located as we headed for
the T-6. Waiting for us in its early
US Air Corps colours in the hang‑
ar that is home to the B-17 “Pink
Lady” was our T-6 Texan.

Photo : Guillaume Hirsch

Later on, as my interest for histori‑
cal research grew, I was amazed by
this organisation which had been
capable of training as many pilots,
crew members and mechanics as
were needed to answer the needs of
the US Air Force as well as those of
other countries, such as our French
air force.

Photo : Guillaume Hirsch

As a child, I admired the vivid yel‑
low, blue, white and red colours
sported by the PT-13 Stearman,
PT-19 Cornell, PT-22 Recruit, BT13 Valiant or T-6 Texan. These air‑
craft seemed to have flown straight
out of a comic strip or a cartoon.

Once the aircraft was pushed out
of the hangar, Baptiste began his
pre-flight inspection and then the
briefing. We equipped ourselves
with seat parachutes, modern rep‑
licas of those used in the 1940s by
the USAAF. The briefing was to
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I must say that at this point, one
felt even closer to how a Cadet
would have felt. The walk to the
aircraft was a bit hindered by the
cumbersome parachute. Once I
was installed in the cockpit, Bap‑
tiste ran me through a “cockpit
tour”. The cockpit is spacious
and perfect for my large bulk,
as well as that of many young
Americans of the era, who were
often bigger than the Europeans
of that period. The rudder pedals
are stamped “North American”,
which is also the manufactur‑
er of the famous P-51 Mustang.
The instrument panel is simple
but complete and identical to the
original panel.

Photo : Frédérick Vandentorren

Baptiste now settled in the
cockpit and after trying the
intercom started the Pratt &
Whitney 650-horsepower Wasp
engine. After a few hesitations,
it coughed and spat its smoke.
Ah, the smell in the cockpit

Photo : Guillaume Hirsch

the point and insisted on securi‑
ty and the operation of the emer‑
gency equipment.

as our long canopies were still
open!
We make our way up the runway
and then stop to run the engine up
as Baptiste reads his check-list out
loud. He moves to the runway thresh‑
old and pushes the throttle stick for‑
ward. The aircraft gathers speed. Bap‑
tiste lightly pushes the stick forward
to put the aircraft in flight attitude

before pulling up. The wheels lift off
and the gear is retracted. I filmed the
take-off with my cellphone but soon
AVA aircraft will be equipped with
onboard GoPro cameras to capture
these unique moments.
We leave the airfield and Baptiste
hands me the controls and has me
make a few turns. From the backseat, I find it difficult to find vis‑
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Photo : Frédérick Vandentorren

ual cues but I am so happy to be
flying this aircraft that I do the
best I can. Once again, I think
of these cadets making their first
T-6 flight after only a few hours
on the Stearman.
Baptiste has me fly back towards
the airfield and takes back the
controls for some aerobatics. I
am living a dream. His flying is
gentle and harmonious, always in
positive Gs. We fly many figures:

dives, rolls, loops and I am still
perfectly seated on top of my par‑
achute. I enjoy this so much that
time seems to have stopped.

one final turn, final approach and
Baptiste is softly setting down the
aircraft on the “airshow” runway,
which is still operational.

It's now time to return to earth.
As Baptiste circles the airfield, I
bring out my telephone, which
I had safely stored in on of my
pockets before the aerobatics, to
make a few photos during the
landing. The gear is down, we
fly perpendicular to the runway,

While he goes through the last
procedures before engine cutoff, I open the canopy and sa‑
vour my last moments in this
mythical machine that the AT-6
Texan is.
I already know that I will re‑
turn as the PT-17 is available, as
well as another vintage aircraft:
the Travelair 4000, whose pilot
stands behind a double passenger
seat.

Photo : Frédérick Vandentorren

Those of you who would be
tempted by the experience can
find information on AVA's web‑
site:
http://www.aero-vintage-academy.fr/
or from their Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/AeroVintageAcademy
■
6

Photo : US Air Force
Photo : Guillaume Hirsch

From World War Two to 2013: above, a US Air Force cadet and his instructor in a T-6 Texan and, below, Baptiste Salis and
Stéphane Duchemin aboard Aero Vintage Academy's T-6.
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Photo-report : Saint-Yan airshow
Photos: Jean-Yves Cercy

The "fly-in LFBK" is the
a n n u a l f l y - i n o f A i r Fr a n c e KLM personnel and their
friends. This includes sub‑
sidiaries such as Régional,
Britair et KLM. All kind of
aircraft are welcome: his‑
torical or modern, ultra‑

lights, with no limitation
in size or weight...
Fo r ye a r s , t h e m e e t i n g w a s
held at Montluçon-Guéret,
hence the "fly-in LFBK"
name. In 2013, it was relo‑
cated for the first time in

S a i n t - Ya n ( S a ô n e - e t - L o i r e )
o n 8 a n d 9 Ju n e . A i r Fr a n c e
p i l o t a n d Fre n c h Wi n g m e m ‑
b e r J e a n - Yv e s C e r c y w a s
there and shares some pic‑
tures of this unique moment
with us. ■

Left: recently arrived in France,
the P-51D Mustang «Moonbeam McSwine» (s/n 44‑73656,
N2151D) was bought by Frédérick
Akary as a replacement for his Fury
FB.10 F-AZXL. It is based in Avignon.

Right and below: another recent
addition to the French historical
aircraft collection, Hurricane Mk
IIa P3351 made an appearance in
Saint-Yan for its first French season.
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Above: bearing Swiss AF colours,
Hawker Hunter T.68 J-4201
(HB-RVR) is operated by Amici
dell'Hunter.
Below: a rare sight - three Beechcraft Staggerwing flying in formation.
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On this page: various views of the
flight line and parking. Acute observers will have spotted an old French
Wing friend !
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2013

CD Rom made of 110 photos taken during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images1600pixelsjpegsforyourcomputerwall
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for
our members)

2013 FRENCH WING
SUBORDINATE OFFICERS
The French Wing
volunteers

for

is looking for

the

following

positions :

- Operations : Officer and deputy
- Fly-in : 3 deputies
- Recruiting : Officer and deputy
Should you be interested by these jobs,
please contact the French Wing !

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17
email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75
email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant Officer : Gaël DARQUET
Mobile  : 06 19 56 77 79
email : darquet.gael@yahoo.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Flying Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Irene Grinnell
Roy Grinnell
Aubrey Hair
Barbara Hair
Cédric Malhaire
Georges Marcelin
Marc Miglior

Restoration Sponsor
Bunty Bateman
Louis-Jean Gioux
Maurice Girard
Jean-Claude Miniggio

Supporting Sponsor
Bunty Bateman
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Cédric Chanu
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Séphane Duchemin
Danielle Duflot
Louis-Jean Gioux
Gilles Hammer
Marcel Ledoux
Colette McAlester
Camille Montaigu (x2)
Haruo Tanaka
Ron Wright

DONATEURS
Fabien GRESSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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