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C

oncluding six months of real hard
work, the hangar house warming
got more than thirty members and
friends together. Everyone agreed that
the mezzanine is exceptionally good
and useful. We owe this result to the
help from many members whom I want
to thank personally.

H

owever, the job is not over yet,
and the list of tasks still to be
accomplished which you will find on
page 5 is not exhaustive. All the help
you can give to the completion of these
tasks, less difficult but nevertheless
important, will be welcome.

UNBELIEVABLE ! A ONE THIRD SCALE B-17
"FLYING FORTRESS" WILL SOON TAKE TO THE
SKY ! (Pages 6 to 11)

S

hould you intend to take part in our
Association General Assembly on
November 17, you MUST confirm your
presence via email to bdelfino26@
free.fr, and if you wish to take part in
the annual dinner that will follow the
meeting, you need to send us a check
of 15 € per guest as soon as possible,
and no later than October 31 !

I

guess you will be as amazed as I
was when I discovered the project
adopted by Jack Bally more than 12
years ago, when he decided to build a
one third scale B-17 !… This project is
unbelievably complex and the quality
of the work produced by Jack Bally is
awesome. Also awesome is hi tenacity
and competence because such an
accomplishment requires a huge dose
of patience and a knowledge which
includes metal work, welding, use
of a lathe, grinding, thermo-forming,
mechanics, aerodynamics, and many
other disciplines !… One can only take
his hat off to such an accomplishment.
Jack Bally, like Jean-Marie Garric, is
among the men whom I admire because
they know how to give themselves a
goal, do everything to reach it, and
never give up, no matter how hard is
the difficulty. Bravo monsieur Jack
Bally !
Bernard

THE HANGAR HOUSE WARMING DAY TOOK PLACE
ON SEPTEMBER 22 IN LE PLESSIS (Pages 4 & 5)
french wing  ANNUAL GENERAL ASSEMBLY:
PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR PARTICIPATION TO
THE MEETING AND/OR THE ANNUAL DINNER
TODAY AND BEFORE OCTOBER 31 ! (SEE THE
INSTRUCTIONS AT THE BOTTOM OF PAGE 2)
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NEWS
VISIT OF JEAN-MARIE GARRIC TO LE PLESSISBELLEVILLE ON SEPTEMBER 17
Many members and friends of the French Wing came
to meet Jean-Marie, "the man who built a Potez 63-11
from scratch”. Their satisfaction was unanimous since
the discussions were livened up and illustrated by a photo album showing the various phases of this unique construction.
The aircraft has not made its first flight yet because JeanMarie waits for ideal weather conditions. He will inform
us as soon as this flight will have taken place.

Some of those who met Jean-Marie. From left to right: Jean-Marie Garric, Jean-Luc Jentel who came from Persan-Beaumont, Roger Gouzon, Fumiko
Delfino, Jean-Claude Miniggio who came from Montbéliard, a friend of Rémi Bellet, Rémi Bellet, Fabien Grassier and his girl friend Valérie, René
Meyerwho is about to complete the construction of an Me109 G14, and, squatting, Gilles Rivet an aviation journalist.

FRENCH WING ANNUAL
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
The
French
Wing
annual
general assembly will take place
on November 17, 2012, in
Ermenonville, at Roger Gouzon's
home, from 14h00 till 18h00.

We have to know who, among
our members and friends, will
participate in this important
annual meeting.
Therefore, we ask you to tell us,
before the end of October, if you
intend to be part of this general

assembly, and if you will stay for
the annual dinner. If you will,
send us the name of those you
will invite. You must confirm this
reservation by sending us a check
for the number of your guests, the
price for this meal being 15€ per
person.
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AÉROPUCES 2012
IN LE BOURGET

2012 COMMEMORATIVE AIR
FORCE ELECTIONS

DÉPART DU MS 733
POUR ROANNE

As every year, the French Wing will
participate in the Aéropuces event
organized by the Musée de l’Air et
de l’Espace, in Le Bourget, (Hall
Concorde), on saturday 20 and sunday
21 October 2012.

If you are a colonel of the CAF and up
to date with your CAF annual dues,
or if you are a CAF Life Member,
you have recently received a letter
about this election and a list of three
candidates.

On saturday September 29, the MS
733 sold by Cédric Chanu left Le
Plessis-Belleville with its new owner at
the controls.

We shall thus need the help of several
members to setup our booth, from
7:00 AM in the morning saturday,
October 20th, as well as for packing
up on Sunday, October 21st from
17:00. It will be necessary, between
these two limits, to have the presence
of at least 4 members to hold the
booth and inform the public. If you
wish to participate in this event, please
let us know as quickly as possible by
sending an email or by writing to the
French Wing.

Before anything, in order to vote, and
unless you will be in Midland for the
CAF Annual General Assembly next
month, you must request an absentee
ballot, either by fax at (432) 5638046, or by email addressed to Keith
Lawrence at his address : klawrence@
cafhq.org and ask him to confirm that
he has received your email.

2012 FRENCH WING
ELECTIONS
This year’s election is about the position
of Adjutant Officer.
Since the current one, Noël Barange,
will not re-apply, it is of the utmost
importance that another member of the
French Wing applies for this important
position.
The task of the Adjutant is relatively
easy. It consists in keeping the members’
files up to date, in taking notes during
meetings, and in making sure that all
administrative tasks are done in a timely
manner.
He works in close collaboration with
the other members of the Board of
Administration, and makes sure,
especially, with the Finance Officer, that
the annual contributions are paid in due
time.
If you wish to apply for this position,
please do so, in writing, before November
2nd by mail, fax, or email, sent to our
President (Address on the last page).

This process dates are as follows :

A moment of understandable
sincere emotion for Cédric and all
the members present since this is an
excellent plane carefully taken care of
by Cédric.

• October 7 : Limit date for requesting
a Ballot.
• October 12 : Date of the CAF
General Assembly in Midland.
• October 16-17 : Ballots will be sent
to those who requested one.
• November 10 : Limit date for sending
your ballot to Midland.
• November 23, or about : Official
announcement of the election results.
Important : The three candidates
quoted in the mail you received
from the CAF are those presented
by the latter and do not include
the candidates from the floor who
will eventually apply for these
positions during the CAF General
Assembly.

A NEW BOOK ABOUT
ROY GRINNELL'S WORK
For several months, editor "Bamboo
Édition", helped by Jean Barbaud, have
been working on a book which will
describe the works of artist Roy Grinnell,
and will include a large number of
paintings with a short text explaining
each one of them. Having seen the
sketch of this book, we can assure you
that it is of very high quality and that it
will make a nice Xmas present for your
loved ones. The book will come out in
November. Patience !…

This is the reason why the ballots
cannot be sent to you before October
12 when these names will be known.
Therefore, all you need to do for the
moment, is ask for a ballot from Keith
Lawrence who will acknowledge your
request.
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AT THE HANGAR DOORS
Article & photos : B. Delfino

More than 30 French Wing members
and friends got together on saturday
November 22, in Le Plessis-Belleville
for the house warming ceremony of
the hangar and the mezzanine. A nice
celebration which rewarded those who
took an active part in the acquisition of
this hangar and the construction of the
mezzanine with a flight aboard the Piper Cub and a profile of this aeroplane :
Gilles Avenel
Bertrand Brown
Jean-Yves Cercy
Cédric Chanu
Gaël Darquet
Fumiko Delfino
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Roger Gouzon
Fabien Gressier et Valérie
Philippe Gritte
Anthony Guglielmo
Philippe Guglielmo
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Colette McAlester
Marc Miglior
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Jacques Péligat
Since Barbara and Aubrey Hair, and
Colette McAlester, live in the Dallas

area, they cannot enjoy this free ride,
they will receive, instead, a free French
Wing membership for next year,
2013.
A huge Thank You to all of you ! This
project required an absolutely amazing
amount of time and energy, and without
you, nothing could have been done.
The work wasn't fully finished for the
house warming day, but since the nice
weather days are getting rare, we had to
take advantage of the last beautiful days
of the season, and, indeed, the sun was

there and the Piper Cub flew all day
long to reward the prize-winners who
were present.
Our Leader briefly took the microphone
to remind everyone about the reason for
the French Wing which, from project to
project, during its 16 years of existence,
remained faithful to the goals adopted
by the Confederate Air Force in 1957.
This hangar and this mezzanine represent one of the most important projects
of its entire history because they, at long
last, give the French Wing a roof and a

Above : Jean-Yves spins the prop to start the engine of the Piper Cub for a local flight by Gilles and Jacques.
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Above : Fumiko Delfino, Danielle Duflot, and Jacqueline Clerc

place to get together where we hope to
see as many members as possible to help
with the aircraft maintenance, to organise and carry out new projects, and to
spend some good time together.
Work in the hangar is not finished yet.
The furnishing of the stores and the
meeting room is taking place, and, at
the same time we have to finish the
decoration of the mezzanine and organise the equipment at ground level :
• Create a changing area and coffee
corner.
• List and organize the tool boards
above the work bench.
• Organise the tool kit trolleys and tool
boxes.
• Paint all the cabinets with a uniform
cream color.
• Deep clean the hangar floor.
• List and computerize the parts stowed
in the stores.
• Complete the furnishing and decoration of the stores and meeting
room.

Above : Fabien Gressier and Guy Fourdrain

• Do the floor marking with the exact
position of the three planes.
• Organize the parking area at the back
of the hangar.
• Finish the planting of trees and bushes at the back of the hangar.
• Repair and repaint the electrical power unit room.

• Install the seven automatic projectors
required by the prefecture.
This month good news is that the
MS 733 has been taken away by its
new owner, and the Nord 1101/Me 208
took its place, which allowed us to get
back the whole hangar area.

Above : Time had ran out to do the painting of the outside of the mezzanine. Now it's done, thanks to
Bernard, and thanks to Fabien who lent his forklift to the Wing.

Above : Jean-Claude Miniggio helped a lot with the parquet floor as did Philippe Guglielmo, Jean-Yves Cercy, Roger Gouzon, and Bernard Delfino.
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BALLY’S BABY BOMBER
Article : B. Delfino - Photos : Courtesy of Jack Bally

The world of classic aviation is made
of passionate people whom we can
classify in various categories.
First, we find diligent readers of numerous books and magazines, who
are generally as many plastic model
makers, who do not hesitate to travel
thousands of miles to see the aircraft
they like, for real.
Then come other enthusiastic people, in smaller numbers though,
who buy old airplanes, sometimes
as wrecks, restore them, and fly
them for the pleasure of saving a
part of aviation heritage.
More rare are the ones who build
from scratch replicas in various
scales which, sometimes, look really
like the original plane, like Michel
Bogaert who was the driving force

for the construction of a 3/4 replica
of a Mosquito.
And, finally, we find some exceptional men who have the willpower,
the special skills, and the know-how
to make some really extraordinary
realizations. Among them, Jean-marie Garric is the best example I can
give since he built the famous Potez
63-11 so perfectly respectful of the
original blue prints that he was able
to give it the serial number following the last aircraft of this type produced during WWII.
A few months ago, I discovered another man just as extraordinary, Jack
Bally, who, in 1999, gave himself
the task to build a 1/3 scale B-17 !…
If one can find a number of replicas
of single engine fighters, like the very

popular Mustang P-51D in various
scales, there isn't a single replica of
a four engine bomber. This gap will
soon be filled because Jack Bally's
project is about to reach maturity.
Jack Bally is a confirmed pilot and
instructor who also has an amazing
gift as an aircraft mechanic.
Jack Bally owns his own airport in
Dixon, Illinois, a few dozen miles
west of Chicago. A carpenter by
trade, he has already built two
planes, a Kitfox and a Georgia Special, which are superb achievements
but far from reaching the complexity of this B-17 project.
Jack's idea was, originally, to build a
B-24, but he soon realized that the
B-17 was a lot more suitable for a
reduction to this 1/3 scale.
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A wooden fuselage was the basis for the all metal construction which can be seen on the right.

Starting with a set of plans for a 1/9
scale radio-controlled B-17, Jack
scaled them up to the maximum
of his possibilities, that is to say
as big as his hangar size allowed.
Therefore, his Baby Fortress has
a wing span of 34 ft. 7 in. and a
length of 25 ft.
Jack admits that the most complex task has been the construc-

tion of the
main undercarriage because of the
wings sweep
and the angle
of retraction
of the gear.
Contrary to
the original
B-17, the gear

Below : Polystyrene ribs and wooden main gear.

uses hydraulic
power to retract, and not
jackscrews.

Jack Bally riveting together the elements which form the B-17
wing main spar.

As one can
see on the
photos above,
the study of
this construction started
with a wood-

en structure and the use of some
extruded polystyrene in order to
make sure that everything was
right and to be able to correct
any problems.
Among the biggest difficulties met
during construction was the moulding of the turrets and, particularly,
the nose bowl made of 0.080 in.
thick plexiglass which was hard to
form correctly.
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The use of a custom-made mould and that of a home-made
oven, coupled with the vacuum created by a simple vacuum
cleaner, allowed, after multiple fruitless attempts, to get the
result that Jack was looking for.
The reader will doubtless wonder by what means one can
get aboard the plane ? The photos on the next page explain
it all…

Top to bottom and left to right : Layers of extruded polystyrene are used to
make a mould for the nose bowl. The oven and the vacuum cleaner necessary to create the vacuum to form the nose bowl. After several attempts, the
shape required has finally been obtained and fitted onto the fuselage.
Left, the bottom ball turret is ready to be fitted to the fuselage.
Below, all turrets have been fitted and give a nice aspect to the fuselage
which looks amazingly authentic !
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Although the plane
is considered as a
single-seater for the
time being, Jack has
planned the addition of a second seat
behind the pilot
seat.
On this photo on
the right, the two
canopies are open
for access.
The two next photos show Jack comfortably seated onboard (The rudder
pedals are located
just aft of the nose
bowl).

Another change from the original airplane are the engines which are not radial, but two cycle, flat four
Hirth F30S. The power they deliver has been reduced
from 80 to 60 HP so that the RPM are low enough

to drive the propellers directly, without the use of a
cumbersome reduction gearbox. With a total of 240
HP, Jack Bally thinks this is plenty for an aircraft of
this size.
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Dimensions have been an important factor in the choice of
the engines because space is very limited inside the small
nacelles of about 20 in. diameter, an even more important
problem for the two inside nacelles which also house the
main gear.
The engines drive four three-bladed propellers with a diameter of 4 feet. They have been manufactured by GSC
Systems according to Jack Bally's directives, in order to
faithfully reproduce the original Hamilton Standard propellers. However, if their hub is made of metal, the blades
are made of wood, and their pitch is adjustable on the
ground only.
The assembly of all the elements composing the airframe
able to support accelerations of + / - 6 G required more than
15000 rivets. The all metal construction of this plane - except the flying controls which, like the real B-17, are made of
a structure covered with fabric - necessitated an outstanding
knowledge in metal work and have greatly exceeded 20,000
hours of work (Jack says that he stopped counting after
10,000…).
The result of this long and patient work is an aircraft whose
aspect is amazingly faithful to the real plane, and if it wasn't
for the size of the pilot seating on board, one could easily
believe that it's a genuine B-17.
When will the first flight take place ?… Impossible to tell yet
because the problems to be solved are still numerous and, as
Jack says with wisdom and humor : “I’m about 90% done,
with 90% to go”… More reasonably, one can hope to see this
Baby Fortress take to the air within a year or two.

Above : Three steps in the making of the wings. Positioning of the wing
thanks to a hoist, fitting of the engines using a small crane, and fitting of
the engine cowls. Below : The cockpit and the 4 throttle levers.

With 42 gallons of gasoline, the aircraft weight is estimated
to be 1800 lbs (816 kg), with a cruising speed of 110 knots
(200 km/h). For the rest of the data, we will need to wait for
the test flights which should be interesting, but Jack believes
that with a size about a Cessna 152, his Baby Fortress should
behave like this plane, with, however, a lot more power available.
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The rudder just needs some fabric.

Checking the assembly of the wings and fuselage

Use of a water level to check the horizontality of the wing main spar.

The tail wheel, also retractable.

Congratulations to Jack Bally for his perseverance and for the
quality of his work. This extraordinary realization is already
part of Aviation History, and to see this aircraft fly will be for
all of us an immense satisfaction.
We sincerely thank Jack Bally for having kindly authorized
us to use a few of the numerous photos which one can find
on his web site which we invite you to visit :

www.theballybomber.com
Above: Rudder pedals and fuselage, below : Painted flying controls.

Three members and three generations of the Bally family. Left, Jack Bally
Sr., center his son Jack Bally Jr., and right his grand son Chad Bally.
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2012

Flying Sponsors
CD Rom made of 110 photos taken during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer wall
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for
our members)

2012 FRENCH WING
ANNUAL ELECTION
The

object of this

2012 annual
Adjutant

election is the position of

Officer. If you’re tempted by this
position, as the date of the General
Assembly is November 17, 2012,
you may send in your application by
writing to the

French Wing’s

head

office before November 2nd, 2012.

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17
email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75
email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant Officer : Noël BARANGE
Tél : 01 30 96 68 53 - Mobile  : 06 84 92 90 08
email : noel.b1@club-internet.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Eric Bellebon
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Louis-Jean Gioux
Roger Gouzon
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
Marc Miglior
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Bunty Bateman
Cédric Chanu
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
Georges Marcelin
Michel Perrin

Supporting Sponsor
Anonyme 1
Anonyme 2
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Jim Lux
Colette McAlester
Georges Marcelin
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu
Tadao Nomura
Michel Perrin
Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler
Ron Wright

DONORS
Fabien GRASSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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