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T

he 17th annual general assembly
went on smoothly on November 17 in
Ermenonville. Many members turned up
and it was a friendly meeting. A feeling of
camaraderie as we met in the CAF during
our yearly visits to Midland and reunions
to our many American friends. The trip
was a long one but it was worth it.

B

T

hose of our members who could not
take part in our annual meeting will
find a complete report in the following
pages. I believe they will find all the
answers to the questions they ask
themselves. If this is not the case, they
can mail them to me and I will make sure
they get all the answers.
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ut let's not lose faith. The CAF that
we all love will be back, sooner or
later, as soon as all its members will
realize that today's CAF is not the one
they love any more. It will take some
time, but it will be back. And to help us
wait, Stéphane Duchemin has prepared a
superb article that will revive the faintest
memories. A Xmas present which takes
the shape of a journey through time that
all our members will highly appreciate.
Merci Stéphane !

Some of the members who took part in the French Wing GA with, from left to right : Roger Gouzon, Christophe Bastide, Didier Cardinal, Marie-Françoise Le Cornec, Noël Barange, Bernard
Delfino (Kneeing), Stéphane Duchemin, Jacques Péligat, Francine Péligat, Valérie Hamon, Martine Féminet, Fumiko Delfino, Fabien Gressier, Michel Baloche, and Danielle Duflot.

T

alking about Xmas presents, you
will also find in these pages some
examples of Roy Grinnell's fabulous book
which received the very best critiques
as soon as it reached the book shops
shelves. Should you get or make only
one present this Xmas, I think it should
be this one since it perfectly mixes art,
technique, and history.

F

inally, I wish to remind all our
members that the Sponsor premiums
for the Piper Cub have to be paid before
the end of December each year. I count
on every member's support to this
legendary airplane !

A

very happy Xmas to all of you !
Bernard

DO YOU RECOGNIZE THEM ?…

(Pages 7 to 11)
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Michel Baloche
Noël Barange (Secrétaire sortant)
Christophe Bastide
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Cédric Chanu
Jacqueline Clerc
Gaël Darquet (Candidat)
Bernard Delfino
Fumiko Delfino
Stéphane Duchemin
Danielle Duflot
Martine Fréminet (Piper Club)
Roger Gouzon
Fabien Gressier
Philippe Guglielmo
Marie-Françoise Le Cornec
Jacques Péligat
The President thanked all these
members for attending this meeting,
especially those who traveled long
distances : Christophe Bastide who
came from Iteuil near Poitiers, Cédric
Chanu who came from Toulouse,
and Marie-Françoise Le Cornec who
came from Bertrange (Luxemburg).
As usual, Bernard had prepared a
video presentation which started
with a few pictures taken during
the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show,
and he paid tribute to all the members of the Normandie-Niemen
while honoring one of its most
popular members who passed away
last month, Roland de La Poype.
To that purpose, he inserted among
the numerous slides of this presentation photos of these mechanics
and pilots, taken during World War
Two.

The President gave the latest news
about the CAF and he briefly described
the way the CAF works, especially to
the members who joined the French
Wing since last year.

The French Wing
Moral Report
The French Wing has 90 members
who are up to date with their annual
dues :
22 Cols (Regular or Life members)
1 Cadet
67 Benefactors

He also acquired, with two friends,
an A-26 Invader which was stored in
England, and which they will restore
to flying condition.
Welcome to Christophe whose contacts are as follows :
Christophe Brunelière
69 Route du Four
30131 Pujaut
France
Email: cribnl@aol.com
Web sites :
https://sites.google.com/site/skyraideravignon/
and
https://sites.google.com/site/a26invaderavignon/

During the past year the French Wing
lost 7 members who did nt pay their
annual dues, and 7 new members
were recruited.
The latest recruit who joined our
unit on November 4 is Christophe
Brunelière (Right) who is a pilot and
instructor working for Air France on
the Boeing 777 since 1990 after 10
years spent in the Fleet Air Arm, the
Aéronavale. He has a total of 23.000
flight hours, and he owns, maintains,
and flies, a superb AD4N Skyraider
based in Avignon (Below).
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Eighteen members were present :

The CAF Today

Photo : B. Delfino

The French Wing General Assembly
took place, as planned, on November
17, in Ermenonville.
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The President then listed the main
points of this year 2012, the main one
being the construction of a mezzanine
in the hangar, which kept busy many
members for 6 full months.
He insisted on the need to improve
participation during the annual maintenance of the planes, and the need to
take care of the equipment as much
as of the aircraft because one cannot
work correctly with tools which are
poorly maintained.
Also, one of the major points of this
year 2012 has been the start of a good
relationship with Jean-Marie Garric
who built the Potez 63-11.
The President concluded by enumerating
the strong points of our unit : Cohesion
of our members around the goals of the
CAF as they were established in 1957,
quality of our monthly bulletin, sound
finances, popularity of the blog "L'Écharpe
Blanche", and the current work to renew
our Association's web site.

Financial Report
Since the Finance Officer could not
attend our meeting, the President
read the report he had sent to him.
Due to the lack of space, we cannot
print here the entire detailed financial
report, and if members who did not
attend our General Assembly wish to
receive all these figures, they can get
in touch with the Finance Officer who
will be pleased to send them a copy.
Let us just say here that the 202 budget
has been positive thanks to an exemplary management. The biggest part
of the expenses include the purchase
of machine tools but, above all, the
purchase of materials which allowed us
to build the mezzanine. Let's specify
that this sum of money is an advance
on the Piper Cub hangar space rental.
Therefore the French Wing will only
pay the annual charges until this amount
of money is totally reimbursed.

The PX has had a relatively good year
considering the disastrous effect of the
current economy crisis. The result is
positive and even slightly better than
in 2011. Our congratulations to the
PX Officer for her excellent work in
such difficult circumstances !

Projects accomplished in 2012
The projects accomplished, or about
to be, are :
• Building of the mezzanine.
• Creation of a proper workshop.
• Participation in the air show of La
Ferté-Alais, Carrefour de l'Air in
Le Bourget, and Aéropuces in Le
Bourget as well.
• French Wing's annual Fly-in.
• Housewarming of the hangar and
the mezzanine.
• Coopération with Fabien Gressier
of VF Aéro Maintenance.
• Good sales of the PX.
• CDN renewal of the Piper
Cub "Spirit of Lewis".
• Publishing of a book about
Roy Grinnell's work.
The permanent projects are :
• Recruiting of new members.
• Piper Cub maintenance.
• Maintenance of equipment : A
point of the utmost importance,
and at least as important as the
maintenance of airplanes !
• Cleaning of the Piper Cub after
each flight.
• Cleanliness of the hangar !
• French Wing's web site.
• Safety on the ground during
aeronautical events.
• New articles for the Association's
monthly bulletin.
The projects for 2013 are :
• Continuation of the work in the
hangar.
• Publication of articles based on the
collection of veterans' memories
started in the beginning of the Wing.

• Possible events :
- La Ferté-Alais
- Carrefour des Associations.
- Fly-in of the French Wing
- Other Fly-in (TBD)
- Aéropuces (Depending on the
response of the organizers,
further to the bad location
assigned to our booth in 2012,
and to the email that was sent to
them.
To close this subject, the President
insisted on the need for more participation from a maximum number
of members during events, especially
for the setting up of our tent before
these events, and for the dismantling
of the booth and the tent at the end
of them. Also, the work in the hangar
must get the maximum help from our
members, be it for the aircraft maintenance or for the less "glorious", but
nevertheless very important tasks.

Piper Cub "Spirit of Lewis"
The Piper Cub did not fly a lot this
year because of the use of volunteers
for the construction of the mezzanine, and the disturbance caused in
the hangar. However, it flew 17 hours
with no technical problem. The annual check revealed no bad surprises,
and its CDN was renewed in due
time with the congratulations of the
OSAC (French FAA) agent.
The President explained the way this
aircraft is finances, insisting on the
sponsoring system which allows all
our members who wish to help and
can help to do so. This system is probably not perfect, but it suits an aircraft which belongs to an Association
because it is democratic.
One often get confused between this
type of financing and the way aeroclubs work. The latter own aircraft
which they make available to their
members for training in view of their
PPL, or rent these planes to them for
leisure flights.
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This Piper Cub, built in 1945, is there
to allow them to accomplish one of
the goals adopted by our Association,
which is to honor those who fought
during WWII in aviation, be it on the
ground or in the air.
The President closed this subject
by stating that one could think of
another financing system which
would spread the running costs over
the totality of our members but that
would mean at least doubling the
annual dues, which would be inequitable. He considers, like many of
our members, that it is better to leave
it to each of our members, depending on one's faith to our goals, and
according to one's financial possibilities, the will to maintain or not this
plane in flying conditions. To that
purpose, he explained the details
of the sponsoring system which we
adopted when this Piper Cub was
purchased :
Flying Sponsor

General Assembly, ended on a
positive figure of 169€. It saw
the participation of 15 Flying
Sponsors, 7 Restoration Sponsors,
and 20 Supporting Sponsors. An
ideal situation which, we hope, will
be identical in 2013.
The

paid before the end of

December.

The President thus issued an appeal
so that the 2012 sponsors renew their
contribution, and for other members
to join this program in order to insure
the future of this plane.
Note : Members who have already paid
their annual premium are as follows :

SPONSORS 2013
Flying Sponsors
Jean-Yves Cercy
Bernard Delfino
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
Cédric Malhaire
Marc Miglior

Restoration Sponsor

Restoration Sponsor

Hugh Alexander III

Supporting Sponsor
Annual Premium 50€ and price per
flight hour 55€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 60€).
Non-Sponsors
Non-Sponsors do not pay any annual
premium but the cost for one flight
hour is 80 euros.
Year 2012 which was traditionally
closed on November 1st in order
to present definite figures to the

Public Relations
Bernard Delfino & Bertrand Brown

sponsoring premiums are to be

Annual Premium 250€ and price per
flight hour 25€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 50€).
(Note : Approved pilots are all Flying Sponsors)

Annual Premium 125€ and price per
flight hour 45€ (Average cost over 10
hours of flight : 57,50€).

Other vacant positions are to be filled
on a voluntary basis while being just
as important. Some are already filled,
the others await the good will of our
members :

Supporting Sponsor
Didier Cardinal
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Colette McAlester

Board of Administration
& Elections
The position to be filled for the next
three years is the Adjutant Officer
one. The outgoing officer not willing
to re-apply, the new candidate is Gaël
Darquet. Le result of this election will
be published next month.

French Wing Representative in the USA
Barbara Hair
Operations
1 holder & 1 deputy
PX Gift Shop
Fumiko Delfino & 1 deputy
Aircraft Maintenance
Bernard Delfino & 1 deputy
Safety
1 holder & 1 deputy
Organisation of the Fly-in
1 holder & 4 deputies
Historians
Jacques Leroux & Stéphane Duchemin
Recruiting
1 holder & 1 deputy
Translation
Bernard Delfino & Bertrand Brown
Web site
B. Delfino, B. Brown, & S. Duchemin
Note : The members who wish to be part
of this group by occupying one or some of
these vacancies are asked to contact the
President as quickly as possible, so that
this team is organized before the beginning of the new year.
The President closed this General
Assembly by showing on the screen the
list of the most meritorious members
who took part in the acquisition of the
hangar, in the moving, and in the building of the mezzanine, and thanked them
for their participation without which
nothing would have been possible :
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Gilles Avenel

Claude Gascon

Aubrey Hair

Bertrand Brown

Fabien Gressier

Colette McAlester

Jean-Yves Cercy

Valérie Hamon

Marc Miglior

Cédric Chanu

Philippe Gritte

J-Claude Miniggio

Gaël Darquet

Anthony Guglielmo Francine Péligat

Fumiko Delfino

Philippe Guglielmo Jacques Péligat

Bernard Delfino

Barbara Hair

Guy Perrin

Finally, he thanked all our members
for their support to our Association
and to its goals since its creation.

Photo : B. Delfino

They also thanked Roger Gouzon for
hosting this great bunch of friends,
like he did for the past four years.

Above : There is nothing like a good meal to favor friendship and the pleasure to be together !
Below left : The ladies prepare the entrées, with, left to right: Martine Fréminet, Marie-Françoise Le
Cornec, Fumiko Delfino, Danielle Duflot, and Francine Péligat.
Below right: Three senior members. Left to right : Christophe Bastide, Stéphane Duchemin, and Didier
Cardinal.

Photo : C. Bastide

Those who stayed on for the annual
dinner entirely cooked by Fumiko
Delfino highly appreciated her talents
and expressed their satisfaction with a
well deserved ovation.

Photo : B. Delfino

Everyone enjoyed a drink, and
Bernard took this opportunity to distribute the copies of Roy Grinnell's
book which surprised all our members by its great quality and the variety of the pictures whose colors are
identical to the original paintings,
thanks to the publisher, Bamboo
Edition.
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THE BOOK "ROY GRINNELL ARTIST OF THE ACES" IS AVAILABLE
Roy Grinnell's book is out, and all aviation buffs
are very happy, judging by the comments found on
various forums.
During our General Assembly, many of our members
bought this book and their reactions were unanimous :
This book is a pure marvel ! The quality of the paper, the
choice of the printed pictures, the exactness of the colors
as compared to the original paintings, the page layout,
the clarity of the bilingual texts, everything is perfect.
The fact that the price is quite reasonable is another
good surprise because, for a maximum of 35 €, those
who will buy this book measuring 12"x12", weighing
almost 4 pounds, with almost 200 pages, will enjoy
159 paintings by Roy Grinnell, not counting the
numerous lovely sepia color pilot portraits !
If you don't have it already, you can order from the
main book shops. In the USA you can order it by
contacting Irene Grinnell directly (email
address : buywrbonds@aol.com), or via
Roy's web site :
http://www.roygrinnell.com
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BACK WHEN C.A.F. STILL MEANT
CONFEDERATE AIR FORCE
oR

Stetsons, GREY SHIRTs, AND OLD PLANES
Article  : Stéphane Duchemin

A few years ago in these same columns, Bernard wrote an
excellent article about the origins of the CAF. I also decided
to write on this topic, this time focusing on the origins of the
myth, folklore and camaraderie of the early CAF.
It all began in the fifties in the Rio Grande valley when a handful
of veterans who missed the thrill and adrenalin rush that came
with flying high-performance combat aircraft decided to buy a
P-40N.
They were lead by Lloyd P. Nolen, who already flew before the
war and as a result was assigned as a flight instructor for the entire
duration of the war and never got to join a fighting unit. From

Lloyd P. Nolen
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this frustration was born the desire
to fly a real fighter aircraft, which he
eventually did with the P-40.

Profil : B Brown

In 1957, several of these men decided
to buy a P-51 Mustang and Lloyd P.
Nolen himself flew the ferry flight to
their home base, Mercedes airfield.
One morning, they were surprised

No extremist ideology or racist
connotation should be seen behind
all of this. Indeed the leader of
the “Rebels”, as soldiers from the
South were often referred to during
the Civil War, was in charge of
“rebelling against forgetting”, as
the whole point of the CAF was to
preserve the aircraft and honor the
memory of those who had flown
them.

to see that someone had written
“Confederate Air Force” on the
aircraft. The southerners were amused
by the joke and kept the name for
their new Association, the CAF.
Out of equality, they decided that
everyone would be made a colonel.
Their next purchase was a Grumman
F8F Bearcat fighter, which led to some
healthy competition between former
Air Force and Navy pilots.

More and more aircraft were purchased
and, by the end of the sixties, the
Confederate Air Force totaled nearly
30 aircraft, including several large
ones, and some 300 colonels were
active.
Going back to folklore, the new
“air force” needed a charismatic
leader, who emerged as Jethro E.
Culpepper, a Southern colonel
bearing a vague resemblance to
General Lee.

A CAF colonel needed to be
conspicuous, so a grey uniform was
adopted, reminiscent of the color of
Confederate uniforms, along with a
Stetson cowboy hat worn in the Texan
fashion, with a leather band and CAF
wings. On the back of the grey shirt
a Confederate flag was sewn with the
Confederate Air Force embroidered
next to it, as well as “Flying Museum”
or “Semper Mint Julep” (this referred
to a popular Southerner liquor made
from mint, bourbon, sugar and
water, which became the official CAF
drink). Name tags and CAF wings
8

was
carried
beneath this.
Reminiscent of the blood
chits carried by the Flying Tigers,
this one read:
"This is a CAF aviator. If found lost
or unconscious, please hide him from
the Yankees, revive with mint julep
and assist him in returning to friendly
territory.".
were carried on the chest, while later
on the CAF badge and American
were added to the upper shirt sleeves
and small metal falcons were added
to the collars.

Every airman needs a flight suit, and
CAF colonels also had their own,
distinctive model. This was also grey
and had a name patch as well as the
CAF wings and unit patches. Small
falcon-shaped patches were added
to the shoulders indicating that the
bearer was a CAF colonel. On the
back of the flight suit, large wings
were often found around a starbearing roundel, and a “Blood Chit”

The flight suit often became a place
for colonels to express themselves
by carrying as many patches and
badges as they wanted, these often
being related to CAF or military
units they appreciated or belonged
to.
Thus dressed, CAF colonels stood
out from the crowd on air shows and
gatherings, forming a large colorful
group with a great sense of fun and
camaraderie. They would all meet at
the O' Club to enjoy a cool beer, good
hamburger, and great company. Any
colonel who entered the O' Club with
his hat still on was greeted with laughs
and the ring of a bell, and fined one
dollar.

While
colonels
had
their uniforms, the aircraft
were also distinctively painted, in
a way which was not even remotely
historically accurate.
Although this was not much
appreciated by some, the point
was to make CAF aircraft instantly
recognizable, and it was deemed
that the most important thing was
to preserve and fly the aircraft.
Aircraft were painted white with
red, white and blue wing tips and
fin tips. There were numerous
variants of these markings, including
checkerboards, chevrons or even
“Rebel” flags.
This remarkable-looking fleet was
initially based in Mercedes and
moved to Harlingen in 1968.
The last aircraft to look like this
was Lefty Gardner's famous P-38,
until its accident in June 2001. This
aircraft now flies in Europe with a
natural metal finish and Red Bull
markings.
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I cannot end this article without
mentioning the adventure that five
colonels went through in 1968.
The CAF had just bought a Spitfire
and was into talks to buy some
“Buchon", Spanish versions of the
Me 109.
The CAF was contacted by a Royal
Air Force Group Captain at RAF
Mahaddie on behalf of the 20th
Century Fox cinema company, who
was looking for flyable aircraft for
their future movie “The Battle of
Britain”. Lefty Gardner, Gerald
Martin, Lloyd Nolen and Milt
Harrence were sent.
They did some great work there but
looking at pictures taken during
the shooting where these men were
wearing Luftwaffe uniforms with
their CAF Stetsons, surrounded by
British and German veterans and
technical advisors, one feels that
they came from outer space and felt
completely uninhibited.
They had brought with them the
entire spirit of the Confederate
Air Force: camaraderie and pranks,
but also rigorous restorations,
maintenance and flying, and great
respect for those who had served...
Above : Lefty Gardner dressed as a
German Luftwaffe Officer.
Top : A CAF Grumman Wildcat.
Below : Col Stéphane Duchemin

Top : Connie Edwards - Above, left to right : Connie Edwards, Lefty Gardner, Lloyd
P. Nolen, and Gerald Martin during the filming in Spain.
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Above : B-17, B-24, P-40, et Corsair.
Below : Lefty Gardner
Above : The 4 Colonels discussing with Peter Townsend

Bottom : Corsair, Mustang, and Grumman Bearcat

Above: Lloyd P. Nolen, Stanford Tuck, Gerald Martin, Adolphe Galland, and Lefty Gardner. Below: Gerald Martin, Adolphe Galland, Lefty Gardner, and Stanford Tuck
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NEW PX ITEM

LA FERTÉ-ALAIS 2012

WING’S PROJECTS
PATRON COMPANIES SUPPORTING THE FRENCH WING
TOPGUNART.COM - SKY RUNNER
EDITIONS LARIVIERE - AIR JONCTION TECHNIQUE - VF MAINTENANCE AÉRO

SPIRIT OF LEWIS
SPONSORS 2012

Flying Sponsors
CD Rom made of 110 photos taken during the 2012 La Ferté-Alais air show.
Images 1600 pixels jpegs for your computer wall
paper or private printing. (10 € incl. P & P, 8 € for
our members)

FRENCH WING 2012
ANNUAL ELECTION
It's the position of Adjutant
Officer which was the object of this
2012 election. Only one candidate
applied, so it was rather easy. The
counting will take place during

December,

and the announcement

of the result will be published in
the January Newsletter.

The CAF French Wing is a non-profit
Association ruled by the 1901 law, and registered
under number 2473 of the Journal Officiel dated
10 July 1996.
Unit Leader : Col Bernard DELFINO
Tél/Fax : 01 48 69 04 57 - Mobile  : 06 80 36 17 17
email 1 : bdelfino26@free.fr
email 2 : bdelfino26@gmail.com
Executive Officer: Bertrand BROWN
Tél : 09 50 19 58 62 - Mobile : 06 16 97 55 06
email : webmaster@gaetanmarie.com
Finance Officer : Claude GASCON
Tél : 03 29 86 71 00 - Mobile : 06 77 69 01 75
email : claudegascon@free.fr
Adjutant Officer : Noël BARANGE
Tél : 01 30 96 68 53 - Mobile  : 06 84 92 90 08
email : noel.b1@club-internet.fr
AIRSHOW is a publication of the French Wing of
the Commemorative Air Force, Inc. - Any partial
or complete reproduction of the articles and the
illustrations published in this monthly Newsletter
is forbidden without the agreement of the FW.
Please write to the Association at the following
address : 19 rue de Cannes 93600 - Aulnay sous
Bois - FRANCE.

Hugh Alexander III
Gilles Avenel
Michel Baloche
Eric Bellebon
Rémi Bellet
Jean-Yves Cercy
Gaël Darquet
Bernard Delfino
Claude Gascon
Louis-Jean Gioux
Roger Gouzon
Roy Grinnell
Irene Grinnell
Marc Miglior
John Roeder

Restoration Sponsor
Hugh Alexander III
Bunty Bateman
Cédric Chanu
Michel Fleury
Maurice Girard
Georges Marcelin
Michel Perrin

Supporting Sponsor
Anonyme 1
Anonyme 2
Bertrand Brown
Didier Cardinal
Jean-Christophe Debuisson
Fumiko Delfino
Danielle Duflot
Barbara Hair
Aubrey Hair
Marcel Ledoux
Jim Lux
Colette McAlester
Georges Marcelin
Jean-Claude Miniggio
Camille Montaigu
Tadao Nomura
Michel Perrin
Haruo Tanaka
Regis Urschler
Ron Wright

DONNORS
Fabien GRASSIER
Lucienne FARNAULT
Famille MANOUKIANS
Noël BARANGE
Bertrand BROWN
Jacqueline CLERC
Cédric CHANU
Louis-Jean GIOUX
Cédric MALHAIRE
Bertrand BROWN
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Gaël DARQUET
Stéphane DUCHEMIN
Christian WANNYN
Gaël DARQUET
Camille MONTAIGU
Didier CARDINAL
ANONYME
Michel FLEURY
John FRANCIS
Alain JIMENEZ
Jim LUX
Lilian AYARS
Guy ROBERT
Lewis BATEMAN
William DAVIES
Jean-Yves CERCY
Arnaud CHATTON
Claude DE MARCO
Roger GOUZON
Michel PERRIN
Jean-Pierre JOB
Jean-Christophe DEBUISSON
Henri BOURRASSIER
Hugh ALEXANDER III
Sandy SANSING
Regis URSCHLER
George CHANDLER
Matt SIMEK
Guy BORTOLUS
Patrick PIERRE-PIERRE
Eric BESANÇON
Jean BARBAUD
Shirley BATEMAN
David & Eileen BOTTLEY
Marie-Françoise LE CORNEC
Philippe DUFLOT
Christian FALENTIN
Barbara & Aubrey HAIR
Claude REQUI
Kim TOLFREE
Eric JANSSONNE
Christophe BASTIDE
David PRICE
Fumiko DELFINO
Bernard DELFINO
Haruo TANAKA
Eric REARWIN
Yves DONJON
Roy & Irene GRINNELL
Bunty BATEMAN
Marcel FRANCISCI
Dominique DEUDON
John & Anne ROEDER
Ronald WRIGHT
Léon MANOUKIANS
Aviation Club de France
Georges MARCELIN
Semaan SOUEID
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